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75 % Code Compliance in 
Neighborhood 
by Ann FitzGibbons 

Operation Impact has had a positive 
impact on the Skinker-DeBaliviere com-
munity. The program, initiated by the 
mayor's office, was designed to assist city 
neighborhoods to put a stop to depreciation 
and decay. Target areas throughout the 
city were designated to receive specialized, 
concentrated assistance in vacant lot 
maintenance, exterior code enforcement, 
code abatement loan assistance, and low-
interest home improvement loans. 

The governmental red tape has been cut 
dramatically through the establishment 
of the Neighborhood Assistance Center. 
Neighborhood Liaison Officers have been 
assigned to communities to act as the 
residents' voice in City Hall. The officers 
concentrate their efforts in assisting their 
communities with problems, concerns, 
and services. Angelo Sita, the Skin ker-
DeBaliviere area Liaison Officer, has effective-
ly rendered numerous services to our area. 

Operation Brightside graded and 
seeded vacant lots on McPherson, Nina, 
and Laurel; each lot is being maintained 
on a regular basis. Beautification efforts 
were supported with the work of the 
summer youth employment program of 
Operation Brightside and the Skinker-De-
DeBaliviere Community Council's S.L.A.T.E. 
beautification crew. Flowers, trees, and 
grass seed were planted to enhance vacant 
lots, traffic circles, and the tree lawnsof 
the neighborhood. With the volunteer 
efforts of Jim Nicholas, railroad ties were 
strategically placed on lots and in alleys 
to clean up the rough edges. 

Exterior code enforcement, originally 
targeted for the area bounded by Laurel, 
Waterman, Des Peres, and Delmar, was 
expanded to include the western portion of 
the neighborhood to Skinker and southern 
portion to Forest Park Parkway. Nine 
hundred nineteen buildings have been 
inspected since March 1983. Of those, 
350 had no violations and of those with 
violations more than 62 percent have 
complied with code enforcement. The 
Skinker-DeBaliviere area can proudly 
hail that more than 75 percent of the build-
ings inspected are presently up to code. 
Angelo Sita has commented that our 
community has been noted as the area with 
the best compliance record within the city. 

One of the benefits of being an Opera-
tion Impact target area is not only the 
special consideration of the Neighborhood 
Liaison Officer and the vacant lot clean-up 
and maintenance, but the availability of 
low-interest code abatement loans through 
the Neighborhood Housing Services. Opera-
tion Impact-Code Enforcement Revolving 
Loans have been and are available to 
qualifying residents. The program, 
established to assist residents within the 
target areas, has provided loans to eight 
homeowners. These loans have assisted in 
repairing four garages, four porches, fixing 
two gutters, two chimneyi, three fences, 
one roof, and replacing a bay window. All 
of the loans provided financial assistance 
for exterior painting. As a result of one of 

Continued on p. 8. 

Community 
Assistance Office 

The Community Assistance .Office (CAO), 
located in the Skinker-DeBaliviere Communi-
ty Council office, 6008 Kingsbury, has been 
established as a resource center for those in . 
need. CAO volunteers in the SDCC office 
will refer residents with problems to 
programs or agencies which can provide 
needed assistance. 

One main function of CAO is to provide 
information on what help is available and 
where to apply for it. The kinds of help 
are as varied as the.   problems caused by the 
present economy. Help is there not only 
for the people who are in immediate need, 
but for people who are trying to avoid a 
crisis. 

"If I had one piece of advice," says SDCC 
Director Ann FitzGibbons, "it would be 
don't wait until you have exhausted all 
your resources to ask for help. Call as soon 
as you start having problems. Don't wait 
until the power company threatens to 
cut your utilities off because you are six 
months behind If you need assistance or 
think you might need assistance in the near 
future, give us a call." 

The Community Assistance Office can 
help with funding, food, clothing, emergency 
housing, transportation to jobs, weather-
related needs like fans, assistance in paying 
utility bills, home weatherization and 
maintenance. CAO will do its best to 
refer people to one or more of the many 
city and private agencies which can provide 
assistance. 

CAO is also organiiing neighbor-to-
neighbor assistance, people in the community 
who will help others with yardwork, domes-
tic work, babysitting, and transportation 
needs. The CAO office will coordinate this 
neighbor-to-neighbor service. Individuals 
who wish to help, or who need help, are 
urged to contact the SDCC office at 862-
5122. 

The emphasis of CAO will be to use the 
resources of our own neighborhood to 
respond to the neighborhood's needs..An 
additional service provided by CAO will be 
a monthly article in The Paper featuring 
valuable information about special services 
and programs available to Skinker-DeBali-
viere residents. 

City living is: a sense of community, 
strong neighborhoods, distinctive archi-
tecture, diversity, interesting people, 
places to go, and things to do. Skin ker-
DeBaliviere is a city neighborhood that 
provides the best of city living. 

The Skinker-DeBaliviere Community 
Council is proud of the neighborhood's 
history, architecture, and community spirit. 
To show its pride the Community Council 
is sponsoring a photography competition, 
"Images,of a City Neighborhood." 

Photographers, amateur and professional, 
are invited to enter. Entries must be black 
and white, 8 x 10 photographs with a 
horizontal format. Subject matter for the 
competition will feature the architecture, 
people, and activities of the city neigh-
borhood concentrated within the Skinker-
DeBaliviere area. The boundaries include 

Delmar on the north, Union on the East, 
Lindell on the south, and Mehlville in 
University City on the west. 

Awards of $100 for first place, $50 for 
second, and $25 for third will be.given 
for the best photographs depicting life in a 
city neighborhood. Ten honorable mentions 
will be selected. The winning photographs 
and honorable mentions will be featured 
in a 1984 calendar titled "Images of a City 
Neighborhood." The first-place photograph 
will appear on the cover. 

Entries are due on Oct. 7,1983, by 4 p.m. 
at the Skinker-DeBaliviere Community 
Council office (6008 Kingsbury, St. Louis, 
Mo. 63112). Photographs received after 
4 p.m. will not be included in the judging. 

Final selection of the winning photo-
graphs and honorable mentions will be . 
announced Friday, Oct. 14. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Addison, 6037 Washing- 	Photo by King Schoenfeld 
ton, recipients of the Skinher-DeBaliviere 
Home Improvement Award. 

Neighborhood Photo 
Contest and Calendar 



As your neighborhood 
Farmers Agent, I can offer 
you the best insurance 
coverage at the lowest 
possible cost. along with 
the fast. fair. friendly 
claims service for which 
Farmers is famous. 
Whether you need Auto. 
Fire, Life or Commercial 
insurance, give me a ring. 
I'll he glad to help. 

Sam K. Green, Agent 
Farmers Insurance Group 
11500 Olive Street Road 

Suite 264 
Creve Coeur, MO 63141 

Office: 993.2255 
Home: 862-4187 

FARMERS 
INSURANCE, 

♦ Symbol •f Superior Saran 
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Guidelines for Submitting Copy 
The Paper welcomes unsolicited articles and letters. Because of the small size 

and volunteer nature of the writing staff, the quality and range of The Paper has 
always depended in large part on submissions from non-staff area residents. 

All material—articles, letters, notices, classified ads—must be typewritten on 
opaque paper, double-spaced, and signed. Signatures on correspondence to the ed-
itor may, on publication, be omitted by request. Calendar listings should be phoned 
or mailed to the staff member responsible for the Calendar of Events. Deadline for 
all copy is the 15th of the month. 

In a news article it is essential that the writer state the most important informa-
tion in the first paragraph. The writer is responsible for the accuracy of data, includ-
ing times, dates, locations and particularly the spelling of names. 

Any pictures or illustrations submitted should be in black and white.. 
The editor retains the right to omit or alter any material. 
Send all correspondence to 6008 Kingsbury . Deadline: 15th of the month. 

314 / 367-4247 

367-HAIR 

Pershing 
Hairlines 

5585 Pershing 
St. Louis. MO 63112 

For Men & Women 

Margaret Darakjian 	Amy Btusca 

Susan Garrett 

McPHERSON 
MANAGEMENT 

INC. 
356 N. Skinker Blvd. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63130 

721-4880 
Management of apartments, 

condominiums & 
commercial property • 

Georgiana B. Stuart Calvin B. Stuart Jr 
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Editorial 

If an editorial is supposed to give an 
opinion of the editor, I woule like to 
express my optimism for The Paper's 
coming year. In reviewing our recent fund-
raising success, the plans for articles and 
new columns, and the accomplishments 
of our dedicated staff and writers, I am 	. 
proud to be a part of an exciting communi-
ty project. I would like to briefly outline 
The Paper's status as we begin the new 
year. 

First, we are financially solvent! On July 
30, we held a fund-raising party at JoAnn 
and Neville Vatcha's; with approximately 
one hundred people attending, we cleared 
about $500. Special thanks to JoAnn and 
Neville for their generous hospitality, and 
as to be expected. Neville's breakfast was 
a treat. The night would not have happened 
at all without the staff and board members 
who planned, distributed flyers, bartended, 
and brought food: and it could not have 
been a success without the people who 
came. Another $100 was raised from friends 
who were unable to attend, but who sent in 
contributions: Betty and Joe Botz, Leslie 
and Skip Coburn, Cindy and John Curley, 
Fred Faust, Jr., David Garin, Irene Geer, 
Karleen and Tom Hoerr, Edna Kriege and 
George Paul, Pat and Ken Krippner, Linda 
Kulla and Don Richardson, Sharon and 
Tom McPherron, Marguerite Neilson, Lois 
and Vince Schoemehl, and Mary Smith. 
Of course, if anyone else would like to 
make a donation, we are always fund-
raising. A very generous contribution 
from the DeBaliviere Place Association is 
also greatly appreciated. Many thank-yous 
to everyone; money may not be everything, 
but it certainly helps. 

Now that we are able to pay our bills, 
we have the opportunity to try to expand 
our coverage. In addition to our regular 
features, we have added two new columns. 
Joyce Criglar from the Council office will 
be writing "CAO" (Community Assistance 
Office), which will deal with community 
needs.and services. On the light-hearted 
side, "Macho Menus" will be written by 
neighborhood men, sharing their favorite 
gourmet secrets. We will be looking for 
volunteers for this column, so gentlemen 
—be prepared. 

Finally, and most importantly, I would 
like to thank some loyal workers and 
introduce several new staff members. King 
Schoenfeld is retiring as editor, although 
we can still count on his sound advice and 
excellent photography. Richard Webb this 
past year has been the business manager 
while working some incredible hours and 
taking business courses; Candace Page has 
volunteered to assume this important 
position. JoAnn Vatcha and Venita Lake 
are still going to be very involved and 
already have been a tremendous help to 
me. Nancy Lee and Ramona Stelford 
are going to be in charge of advertising 
and Mary Powell will be helping with 
distribution. Two patient and understand-
ing people behind the scenes who have been 
essential to The Paper are Richard Lowen-
stein, our typesetter, and Jim Ealing at 
Nordmann Printing. Many thanks to them 
and to the many others whom I have not 
mentioned by name but'who are very 
much appreciated—our regular Writers and 
guest- writers, distributors, and advertisers. 
I would like to ask anyone to make 
suggestions, submit an article or a letter to 
the editor. Remember, this is The Paper 
for your neighborhood and it will only be 
as successful as we make it! 

New Medical 
Director at 
People's Clinic 

People's Clinic is pleased to announce 
that Dr. Daniel William Whitehead, Jr., 
M.D., has joined their medical staff. Dr. 
Whitehead, a native of Darby Township, 
Pennsylvania, and a graduate of Drexel 
University, Pennsylvania, will be the medical 
director at People's Clinic, 5701 Delmar. 

Dr. Whitehead graduated from Washing-
ton University in 1980 and completed his 
residency at St. Luke's Hospital-East, St. 
Louis, Mo., in internal medicine. Empha-
sizing the total person technique of 
medical care, Dr. Whitehead is dedicated 
to the practice of preventive medicine. 
He states he chose community medicine 
because of his commitment to making 
quality medical care available to the 
community. Dr. Whitehead is on the 
medical staff at St. Luke's Hospital-East 
and is involved in the training of their 
medical residents. 

Have you thought of purchasing trees 
for your tree lawn? In case you don't know, 
the "tree lawn" is the area between the 
sidewalk and the street. Trees can be 
purchased at $10 each from the St. Louis 
Department of Forestry, 535-0075. The 
person contacted at that telephone number 
will take your name, address, and telephone 
number. Within a week or ten days, an 
inspector will inspect where you wish the 
tree(s) placed, mark the location, and 
discuss what tree(s) are available. At 
present, for mid-October planting, choices 

Health Line to 
Begin in October 

Beginning in the October issue of The 
Paper, People's Clinic will be answering 
medical questions submitted to The 
Paper by the 5th of the month. 

Please direct your letters of inquiry to: 
People's Clinic Health Line 
c/o The Paper 
6008 Kingsbury. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63112 
Responses will be published monthly. 
Due to heavy volume, all inquiries may 

not be answered. 

COLONIAL 
RUG CO. 

6191 Delmar 
Complete Floor Service 

Remnants Always 
in Stock 

Bill Schiller 
726-3281 

may be made from: Bradford pear—highly 
recommended by those who work with 
trees as a hardy, "good street tree"—red, 
sugar and hard maples, and oaks. A straight 
root is considered best; spreading root 
systems such as sycamore or plane tree 
or soft maple will rise and crack the side-
walk. Check with Forestry and the inspector 
about the type of root(s) and tree care. 
Adequate watering is needed in dry weather 
and also helps trees withstand freezing 
temperatures. 

City Has Trees
for Sales



Photo by King Schoenfeld 

100 North Euclid 
St. Louis, Mo. 63108 

Telephone 
361-1003 

Suite 603 THE DocroRs BUILDING 
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September Calendar 
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3 DeGiverfest, 5900 block of DeGiverville, noon to 8 p.m. 

6 St. Louis Metro NOW Chapter meeting, 6665 Delmar, Room 303, 7:30 p.m. 

7.10 "River Faces: A Celebration of Water." (See related article on p. 6.) 

11 Grace United Methodist Church fall schedule in effect: 9:30 a.m., Adult Study 
Courses and Church School; 11 a.m., Morning Worship Service, Grace Choir. 

12 Adult Reading Course Registration, Hamilton Community School, 5819 Westminster 
Place, 367-6996. . (See related article on p. 4.) ' 
Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council meeting, Council office, 6008 Kingsbury, 
7:30 p.m. 	 . 
West End Community Chorus rehearsals begin, New City School, 7:30 p.m. Call 
727-4249 for information. • 

13 Washington Heights Neighborhood Association meeting, Hamilton School, 5819 
Westminster.Place, 7:30 p.m. ' 

16 28th Ward meeting, 8 p.m. Place to be announced. 

18 Great.Baloon Race, northwest corner of Forest.Park. 2 p.m. Photo Contest; 3 p.m. 
auction of two tickets for ride in rage: 4 p.m. skydivers: 4:30 Race. 

Parkview Perspective 
by Susan Krasniewslci 

Macho Menus 
Parkview will be illuminated by an up-

dated lighting system this fall, as a result 
of the residents' overwhelming vote 
(179.3) in July to finance the moderniza-
tion of the system. The impetus to 
improve the existing system came from 
the agents, after analyzing continuing 
high maintenance costs. frequent changes. 
and the lack of adequate lighting, accord-
ing to Alan Wright.. Parkview agent who 
directed the study. 

According to Wright, the new system 
will enable the subdivision to "have one 
of the best street light systems of any 
subdivision." Credit. should be given to 
the residents who said that they recognize 
the need and are willing to pay for it. 

The cost of renovating the system is 
expected to be $362 per household. The 
improvements will include the replace-
ment of defective underground cable, 
the replacement of existing luminaires 
with 100-watt, high-pressure sodium 
fixtures, replacement of the system 
regulator, and the addition of fifteen pole-
top fixtures. 

The next steps are to decide which 
type of luminaire is to be used and to 
obtain competitive bids from electrical 
contractors. The work itself should take 

KINGSBURY 
ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL 

420 N. Skinker 
Hours by Appointment 

Stephen A. Brammeier DVM 
721-6251 

between four to six weeks and is expected 
to be completed this fall. 

Investigations of other systems and 
discussions of possible feasible changes 
have been going on for more than a year. 
Meetings were held with contractors. 
Union Electric, the St. Louis City Street 
Light Division. and other subdivisions' 
trustees or agents to examine all the 
possibilities for change. The engineering 
firm of Ross and Baruzzini, Inc. was hired 
to evaluate the existing system and make' 
recommendations. It was their opinion 
that. there is nothing wrong with a series 
lighting system (such as Parkview's) 
so long as it has been modernized. Modern 
luminaires can now work off a high 
voltage series syStem. 

The new luminaires will reflect the 
historical Character of Parkview. They 
may be similar to the gate lights on 
Skinker or they may be simple globe 
fixtures like those seen elsewhere in 
University City. 

Until the new system can be established, 
efforts will be made to repair the existing 
lights, particularly those on the outer 
loop which have been out of commission 
for some time. 

A M Tea & Coffee Co. 
Whole Bean Cot tee, 

Loose Leaf Tea & Accessories 
Imported & Domestic Cheese 

Tue.-Sat. 	10-5 p.m. 

6509 Delmar Blvd., 
University City, MO 63130 

725-1934 

by Paul Kurtz 

(This is the first in a series of articles on 
cooking and recipes which will be written 
by neighborhood men. If anyone would 
like to volunteer to write, please contact 
Katie Kurtz, 727-6377. Paul Kurtz, our 
first chef, lives on the 6000 block of Wash-
ington and has recently opened his own 
insurance agency with Safeco Insurance 
Company.) 

One of the many benefits (?) of being 
the editor's husband is a chance to be 
guinea pig fora new column, which is like 
being asked to give your first speech in 
front of a room-full of Harvard Ph.D.'s. 

Now that you are all thinking, "He's 
going to do it, he's going to give away his 
chocolate chip cookie recipe." Forget it! 
I have something better. Besides, I haven't 
had that recipe copyrighted as yet. 

The following recipe will replace the 
ho-hum red barbecued chicken. It won't 
change the course of history, but is quite 
easy. You'll have to pay attention as 
ingredients will appear all over the page. 

First ingredient is plenty of Bud, wine, 
whiskey, or whatever tickles your fancy. 
This has nothing to do with the recipe, 
but does make the kitchen livable. We will  

now embark on the creation of the marinadE 
for this concoction. 

In a jar place ',2-cup lemon juice (not 
from a bottle, must be hand-squeezed 
tenderly from actual ripe lemons—about 
four—taking care to get the juice in the jar, 
not in your eye). Add to this'-cup of 
vegetable oil and 1 teaspoon garlic salt, 
1 teaspoon oregano and VI-teaspoon pepper. 
Shake very well (with lid on!). 

You will now pour this herbal hoopla 
over 31/2 pounds of your favorite chicken 
parts, preferably without the feathers. 
A nice baking pan will be adequate. Allow 
this to refrigerate for•6 hours or overnight 
taking care to turn the parts after the two 

- o'clock feeding. 
Now you are ready to grill or broil the 

bird's parts, taking care to continually . 
baste with the marinade. A moderately hot 
fire is best. One note of caution is to make 
sure you have plenty on hand as this chicken 
recipe normally feeds 4 to 6 but it will 
pamper even the most rigid of palates and 
seconds are in order. 

Corn on the cob and ratatouille (a later 
column) are great additions to the menu. 
Good luck and good eating! 

• 

Thomas A. Switzer, D.D.S.
General Dentistry



"Double Dutch is Double Fun" was the playground lesson brought to the summer 
program of the Breitmayer Ministry and the Hamilton Community School by 
Yolanda .Nolan-Flemons of the Girl Scout Council ( turning rope at right). The demon-
stration, pictured on the playground of Hamilton School, 450 Des Peres Avenue, 
stressed the adaptation of familiar dancing and gyninastic routines to the time-
honored cadence of "double dutch" rope shipping. 

 
Low—cost and nutritious 

food so1;1 to working 
memers of the coop. 

— 725-6281 

STELLA MARIS 
CHILD 

CENTER 

Delmar at DeBaliviere 

Excellence in Child Care 
for 

INFANTS, 

KINDERGARTEN 

and SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN 
Serving West End Families 

for Forty Years 

Call 367-7950 
to enroll your child 

Registration for the fall semester will 
begin on Sept. 12. with classes opening on 
Sept. 26. Call the Hamilton Community 
School at 367-6996 for further information. 
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Back-to-School Physicals 

The City of St. Louis Division of Health 
recommends school physicals for children 
entering kindergarten, 4th, 8th, and 11th 
grades. The Missouri State High School 
Athletic Association requires that high 
school students participating in sports have 
physicals each year. People's Clinic, 5701 
Delmar, is offering school physicals for 
a minimal fee until Sept. 16, 1983. The 
physicals include lab work, anemia screen-
ing, lead screening, uranalysis, vision and 
hearing screenings and immunizations. 
Call the clinic at 367-7848 for informa-
tion regarding the special rate and/or an 
appointment. If you cannot afford even 
a minimal fee, contact the City Health 
Division, 658-1123, for information about 
free physicals. 

Stretching Your Food Budget 

Meatless dishes stretch your food 
budget and provide a wholesome alterna-
tive to meat protein. Look through. cook-
books for meatless dishes suitable for you 
and your family. Kingsbury Kiosk, our 
new library facility on the corner of Kings-
bury and Des Peres, has a fine collection 
of cookbooks. Vegetarian Dishes From 
Around the World,Elliot, is an excellent 
source of simply written, non-exotic 

dishes. If you think vegetarian cooking is 
synonymous with bean curd you're in for 
a pleasant surprise. At any rate, do stop in 
and browse. Bring the. kids—the children's 
book section is superb. 

Purchase meat in bulk, provided you 
have freezer space. The cost per pound is 
much less than what you pay per item. 
There are many places which provide bulk 
meat service. 

Shoes 

Aunts and Uncles, a not-for-profit organi-
zation which provides shoes for St. Louis 
children, has authorized CAO to refer 
families to their agency. If you need and 
cannot afford shoes for your children, 
come to the CAO office at 6008 Kingsbury 
Tuesday from 9 to 12 noon or Thursday 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Aunts and Uncles requires 
a $5 service fee per family to help defray 
operating expenses. The shoes are free. 

Volunteer! 

CAO is in need of volunteers. If you 
have anything from an hour to a few days 
of your time to give helping your neigh-
bors and /or serving the needs of your 
community, call 862-5122. 

Discount 

Venture Stores is offering 10 percent 
off on most items every Wednesday to 
persons age 62 or older. Discount cards are 
available at service desks. Bring proof of 
age. This is a good place to purchase non-
food items—detergent, paper products, 
over-the-counter medicine, etc. 

Contribute 

This column originated with an idea of 
informing the community of ways to 
survive in tough economic times. We would 
appreciate any input you-might have. If 
you represent an area business with an 
honest-to-goodness deal for the residents 
of our neighborhood, call. Even if you 
have a complaint, call. 

We are CAO, 6008 Kingsbury, 862-5122. 

More than 60 youngsters age 5-12 partici-
pated in the 6-week program directed by 
Faith Smith, Breitmayer minister, and 
Michell Lowery, Hamilton School Coordina-
tor. In addition, 20 youths were employed 
to help with the varied activities which in-
cluded tennis at Forest Park; recreation and 
skills at Hamilton School;'and lessons, crafts, 
games, tournaments, nutrition and cooking 
at Grace United Methodist Church, 6199 
Waterman, home of the Breitmayer 
Ministry. 

Founded in 1974 as a memorial to Doug-
las Breitmayer, organist at Grace Church 
who was devoted to the community, the 
Breitmayer Ministry continues to serve all 
age groups in the vicinity of the church. 

The Central West End Neighborhood 
Picnic was held on Aug. 7 to the sweet 
smells of barbeque and success. Planned by 
residents of the Washington Heights area 
for their neighbors and supported by 
donations from local businesses, it was 
promoted by items in the St. Louis Rehab-
ber and the West End Word, and by flyers 
in the SDCC area. 

Good planning and good promotion 
paid off: a crowd of over 1,000 thronged 

Picnic Grounds 7 and 8 at Forest Park over 
the day, a typically St. Louis August 
Sunday (hot and sunny). As one observer 
said, "There were old folks and young ones, 
families and singles, children and dogs, and 
even two horses!" 

Families brought their picnic baskets: 
"Pop" Bolden presided over hdt dogs, soda 
and beer. Frisbees flew, and a few hard-
fought volleyball games were waged. There  

were the inevitable sand-lot (grass-lot?) 
softball games, not to mention a lot of 
blanket-sitting, look-seeing, and casual 
chatting. 

The organizers promised a "D.J. Spin," 
then outdid themselves: New Breed 
mesmerized the Ground 8 pavilion with 
live music to the delight of young and old 
alike (not to mention a few passing-by 
bikers and joggers). 

The attendance prizes were worth wait-
ing for: James FoSter rode off with a bright 
red ten-speed bike, and Alvina Davis 
carried off enough ribs to have a MONSTER 
barbeque on her own! 

In all, it was so much fun that a lot of 
folks would like to do it again in the relative 
cool of September (not to say it wasn't a 
cool event)—except the organizers worked 
for nearly a year to bring off this great 
gathering! 

If you are invited next year—don't miss it! 

Save 
Money 
Save 
	

Tickets • Reservations 

Time 
	

Tours • Vacations 

Nan Thomas 

Travel Co.ordinaror 

Volunteers 

Sought to Tutor 

Non-Readers 

The Literacy Council of Greater St. Louis 
in conjunction with the St. Louis Communi-
ty Schools needs volunteers to tutor adult 
non-readers (see related article). If you are 
interested in teaching adults at the Hamilton 
Community School, please call 343-7334. 

Volunteer tutors will be certified upon 
completion of a workshop at Fee Fee 
Baptist Church, 11330 St. Charles Rock 
Road, Bridgeton, on Saturdays, Sept. 10 
and 17, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. A regis-
tration fee of $12 includes the cost of 
workshop materials in the Literacy Council 
for one year. As The Paper goes to press, 
the deadline for registration is nearing ; 
however, there may be a limited number 
of places available. 

Adults can learn to read through the 
St. Louis Community Schools. A program 
in conjunction with the Literacy Council 
of Greater St. Louis will enable the adult 
non-reader to have free instruction. 
Volunteer tutors work with the student 
on a one-to-one basis or in small groups 
in the classroom setting. 

Washington Heights 
Picnic: A Great Success 

TRAVELINE, LTD. 

2110 South ii.1111eN1S T. I, uui., Nii,Altii! 6 i 
314 N62-7777 Home. 715.53 in 

Adults: Learn to Read 
at Hamilton Community School 
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Report from the Alderman 

Vicissitudes 

Hello again, I hope everyone had a 
pleasant summer. 
Laurel & Pershing. There is good news 
concerning a long-standing neighborhood 
eyesore. City Equity Corp. has a contract 
to purchase the two vacant buildings on 
the northeast corner of Laurel and Pershing, 
which I blighted under Chapter 353 
Iasi year. Plans call for totally rehabbing 
the structures to create 24 or 25 new 
rental units at a cost of over $1 million. 
City Equity Corp. is one of the top . 
developers around town and has been active 
in several other areas in the West End. If 
you would like to see a sample of their 
work, take a drive around the Enright and 
Taylor area where they have recently 
completed several condos. The developers 
hope to present their plans to the Skin ker-
DeBaliviere Community Council and the 
Board of Washington Heights Neighbors 
later this month. A formal public hearing 
must also be conducted by the Board of 
Alderman before the plan will be approved. 
Forest Park. In the next few weeks, I plan 
to introduce legislation to the Board which, 
if approved, adopts a Master Plan for 
 Forest Park. This Master Plan is a broadly 
based set of recommendations for conserv-
ing and enhancing our most important 
park. The plan is intended to guide 
improvements in the park for the.forsee-
able future. In this role it has two 
functions: to define concepts for the 
future use of the park and to propose 
specific changes which can make the park 
more responsive to the needs of St. Louisans. 

The plan is based on the premise that 
Forest Park successfully meets most of 
the many demands that are made upon it. 
The park must be nurtured, maintained, 
and protected so that future generations, 
as well as ourselves, can enjoy it. However, 
there are a number of areas where it could 
provide even better service. The plan 
proposes to update, reinforce, and  

partially reorganize a facility which is 
fundamentally sound and needs only to 
be carefully and thoughtfully modified. 

The plan includes five major recommen-
dations: 

1. Reinforce and improve the "core" 
or central area of the park which contains 
the most important and popular facilities. 

2. Accept limited responsibility for 
external problems when and if they can be 
compatible with park functions and 
environments. 

3. Restructure and improve the passive 
areas of the park to encourage more un-
structured use. 

4. Restrict and define future develop-
ment In the park. 

5. Create, a loop road traffic circulation 
system to move traffic efficiently within 
and through the park; and more importanly, 
to reclaim park land by closing unnecessary 
roads. 

The plan was completed after extensive 
analysis of the historic and existing uses of 
Forest Park which provided an important 
perspective on which to base the master 
planning work. The process included citizen 
participation on three levels: traditional 
public hearings, constant review by an 
advisory task force appointed by the mayor, 
and a series of workshops where groups of 
people representing many points of view 
provided a consensus for the direction of 
the planning. 

I am sure you will be hearing more 
about the plan in coming weeks. Hopefully, 
The Paper has space available to provide 
you with a more detailed analysis of the 
proposal. 
Questions? I would like to try a "questiOn 
and answer" format in this column next 
month. So if .yo.0 have a question that 
others in the neighborhood could benefit 
from, please drop me a note before Friday, 
Sept. 9. 

Dan McGuire, 6185 Westminster, St. 
Louis, Mo. 63112.  

by Lisa Horner 

Summer's been quite busy around the 
Rosedale neighborhood. On June 24, the 
second annual Rags to Riches yard sale 
was held with many neighbors getting rid 
of a few white elephants which had been 
cluttering up attics and basements. Gail 
Farwell, 6000 Westminster, was heard 
remarking that perhaps we were just re-
distributing all of our junk, as neighbor-
hood residents were heavily represented 
among those shopping. Many enjoyed 
refreshments prepared and served at the 
Kingsbury Animal Hospital. 

There are some new faces in the area 
this summer, as well as a few "old" ones 
that will be missed. 

Pat McLafferty and Roy Bell recently 
moved with their two daughters from 
6100 Washington to 6100 Kingsbury. Jill 
and Mike Horan are the new residents in 
the former Bell-McLafferty home. Jill 
works as a financial analyst for the May 
Co., and Mike is an intern at St. Mary's. 

Those who were around last summer 
were pleased to see Mary Clare Kerr 
return to the area. She is currently living 
with her sister and brother-in-law, Marcia 
Kerr and Marvin Nodiff, 6100 Westmin-
ster. The three of them took 'a two-and-a-
half-week holiday in Europe this summer 
visiting the cities of Paris and Zurich 
and touring southern France and central 
and northern Switzerland. Upon their 
return, Mary-Clare began a new teaching 
position at Child Center, a school for 

children who are emotionally disturbed. 
Marvin Nodiff has opened his new legal 
practice in the offices of the Clayton firm, 
Dolgin, Beilenson, Klein, Lake & Berko-
witz. The third member of this busy trio, 
Marcia Kerr, has recently left her 
position as executive director of the 
Conference on Education to assume 
responsibilities as the new campaign 
manager for Harriett Woods' bid for 
lieutenant governor. 

Also new on 6100 Westminster is the 
McCabe family. Mike McCabe, an office 
equipment salesman for Xerox, is living 
with his sister, Michelle Michaud, and her 
four-year-old son, Vincent. Also living with 
them part-time is their brother, Timothy, 
who is a full-time student at Rolla. The 
McCabes reside in the home formerly 
owned by Cecily Barker and daughter 
Sarah, who haVe left the neighborhood. 

Also leaving 6100 Westminster is Jean 
Morrissey. Jean has been transferred by 
Merrill Lynch to New York. 

New to 6100 Pershing is Katherine 
Feld, an art teacher at Washington 
University. In the same building, we wel-
come Tom Martin and Elkin Kistner, two 
graduate students at the University's law 
school. On the same block, congratulations 
are offered to Terri Gilbert, a long-time 
resident who has recently purchased her 
home. 

We also wish to welcome Greg Issit 
and Marcia Sindel and their three children 
to the 5900 block of Waterman in our 
neighboring Washington Heights. 

While Peggy Hermes, 6100 Kingsbury, 
has been off vacationing in Alaska, John 
and Cindy Curley and their daughter, 
Nina, have been staying in her home. The 
Curleys will soon be moving into the home 
(6100 Kingsbury) formerly owned by 
Gail and Rick Hellan and their two sons. 
The Hellans are moving to Westmoreland 
Place. 

Peggy was not the only one vacationing 
in the north country this summer. Peter 
and Mary Schmidt, 6100 McPherson, along 
with Mary's mother, flew to Oregon where 
they began a driving tour tip the Pacific 
coast, ferried to Vancouver Island and then 
went cross country on the Canada mainlani 
returning through Washington and the 
Cascades. In an amusing note to their trip, 
they happened to "run into" their alley-
mates, Karleen and Tom Hoerr, 6100 
Kingsbury, on the flight to Portland, 
Oregon, Karleen and Tom were off on vaca 
tion to Victoria, British Columbia, 
where they relaxed and visited with friends 
enjoying the cool weather. Neighbors on 
6100 Pershing are envious of Roy Henry's 
extensive traveling this summer, including 
trips to New York, New Orleans, and the 
west coast. 

The baby business is still booming in 
Rosedale. It was only a short three weeks 
before the delivery date of May 17 that 
Steve and Diane Niewohner, 6100 West-
minster, were told to expect twins! They 
are now the proud parents of Katherine 
and Elizabeth. 

Matthew Price was born on June 2 to 
John and Sandi Price, 6100 Westminster. 
He weighed eight. pounds, three ounces. HE 
is the second son born to the Prices, who 
are to be commended for attempting 
a camping trip to Michigan only two 
months after the birth. 

Dee and King Schoenfeld, 6100 West-
minster, became the parents on July 13 of 
Jeffrey, who is also their second son. Dee's 
mother and King's parents were both here 
from Wichita and Milwaukee, respectively 
for the christening. 

We're also delighted to hear that Arline 
and Richard Webb, 6100 Pershing, are 
expecting their second child on Dec. 1. 

Congratulations to Willis Ball, 6100 
Pershing, who was married this summer. 
Best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Ball. Best 
wishes also to Ramona Stelford and Alan 
Mense, 6000 Washington, who were 
married Aug. 6 at Delmar Baptist Church. 
Alan's daughters, Melanie and Eileen, 
visited here from Washington for the 
occasion. 

Congratulations to Lou Green, 6100 
Westminster, who was selected for 
the annual Leadership St. Louis program. 
The program begins this month. 

There was a great turnout for The 
Paper party on July 30 at JoAnn and 
Neville Vatcha's, 6100 Westminster. 
Those who were able to keep partying 
until twelve were treated to Neville's 
famous midnight Indian breakfast. What 
a treat! Let's make that event a regular. 

Pace
FRAMING



New Door for Grace and 

Peace Fellowship 

BLUEBERRY 
(Soup, Salads, 	HILL 
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Transportation has always been a key 
factor in economic development, especially 
in St. Louis, a city whose very existence 
depends on transportation. 

When Lewis and Clark left to find the 
Pacific Ocean in 1804, they went in keel-
boats with sails. These boats they pulled 
(cordelled) up the Missouri River. Keelboats 
and flatboats were the mainstay of river 
transportation until well after 1820. Flat-
boats were essentially rafts with cabins built 
on them to haul cargo down river only. At 
their destination around New Orleans, the 
cargo and the boat were sold and the crew 
bought horses and rode back north. Keel-
boats hauled upriver as well as down. Shal-
low draft boats with a short keel underneath, 
these could navigate and carry rather large 
loads. The problem was the river. William 
Clark in 1813 advertized for "thirteen careful 
boatmen" to take boats south to New 
Orleans for good reason—the river and its 
snags sank many of the haulers. Now and 
again these sunken boats are discovered and 
their cargo are mute testimony to the com-
merce and dangers of the time. 

The first steamboat to come to St. Louis 
was the Pike in 1817. Two years later the 
first steamboat to head up the Missouri River 
for the Yellowstone River left St. Louis as 
part of the Long Expedition. Steamboats 
made commerce on the rivers grow rapidly 
but not without dangers. The average life of 
a steamboat was five years or less. Most 
sank due to snags. A snag is a tree stuck in 
the bottom of the river with its large 
branches just below the waterline. Boats 
would hit these, tear out their bottoms, 
and sink in minutes. Travel in the spring of 
the year when the water was high was con-
sidered the safest. 

In 1865 before the end of the Civil War, 
the steamboat Bertrand headed up the Mis-
souri River to Fort Benton in Chouteau 
County, Montana territory. Gold had been 
discovered at Bannock. Stores and settle-
ments were beginning at Hell Gate (now 
called Missoula) and Virginia City. The war 
had slowed development of the area, but 
in 1865 the first boats designed for the 
upriver trade were on their way. The 
Bertrand hit a snag and went down about 
25 miles north of Omaha with virtually all 
her cargo. No one-drowned, but the load 
was encased in clay silt and not discovered 
until 1968. That cargo is like a time capsule 
on trade and transportation through St. 
Louis west. Going to the mining camps of 
Chouteau County were brandied peaches, 
brandied cherries, mercury, picks, shovels, 
shoes, dresses, goblets, table settings and 
dishes, ammunition, etc. These things had 
come from as far as France and as close 
as Illinois farms to be shipped to the miners. 
Catsup, ginger root, whiskey, and linament 
were headed to the northern mountains. 
In all, about $300,000 worth of cargo at that 
time remained in the shifting river bottom 
of the Missouri. 

Few boats were built at St..Louis. 
However, nearly all boats were repaired at 
St. Louis at one time or another. Below 
Mound Street a great harbor for repair work 
was built and the first dry dock invented. 
The river was controlled and snag boats 
pulled the trees out of the bottoms. River 
travel became,safe and more congenial. Safe 
transportation became everyday because the 
river was made safe even for not-so-careful 
boatmen. 

Two years ago the front door at Grace 
and Peace Fellowship fell off its hinges. The 
Art's Ministry responded by seeing this 
as an opportunity for the Fellowship's 
artists to design a new door for the church. 
From an exhibition at the Church in July 
1981, artist/woodowrker Lon Kaufmann's 
design was selected. 

Installed at the Grace and Peace building 
at 6003 Kingsbury is the finished product, 
made by Mr. Kaufmann and artist/painter 
John Bjerklie. The door, titled "The Door 
of Mercy," is made of various woods, includ-
ing maple, padouk, purpleheart and aromatic 
cedar. The imagery of "The Door of Mercy" 
is inspired from various biblical sources 
symbolizing, for example, the relationships 
between the purpleheart wood and the 
purple veil of Solomon's Temple (found 
in the Old Testament) and the red padouk 
wood relating to the blood of the Passover 
lamb (also from the Old Testament). The 
door was designed to relate to the keystone 

DELMAR 
CLEANERS 

Your neighborhood cleaner with 
complete cleaning & laundry service. 

6142 Delmar Mid. 
Call 727-6600 

Over the doorway which, for the church 
members, represents Jesus Christ, and ties 
together all of the symbols in the door. 

The door is a gift from the artists and 
the Art's Ministry to Grace and Peace 
Fellowship. It is hoped that the door will 
enrich not only the lives of Grace and 
Peace members who will pass through the 
door regularly but all the people of 
Skinker-DeBaliviere who will pass by each 
day. The door is an expression of the 
artists and of the people of Grace and 
Peace in that it represents the hopes past, 
present and future of the Fellowship to be 
sensitively and actively present, according 
to its values as Christians, in the Skinker-
DeBaliviere neighborhood. 

Mississippi 

River Parade 

and 

Pageant 
"River Faces: A Celebration of Water," 

a city-wide series of arts events scheduled-
for Sept. 7-10, was announced by Nicholas 
Van Hevelingen, executive director of the 
St. Louis Arts and Humanities Commission. 
With the St. Louis Ambassadors, the 
Commission is sponsoring these events, 
which include free workshops for 
community residents Sept. 7-9, a riverfront 
parade on Sept. 10. followed immediately 
by a performance of "Circle of Water 
Circus" by the In the Heart of the Beast 
Puppet and Mask Theatre of Minneapolis. 

The group, made up of 23 artist-
performers, 150 large-scale puppets and 
masked characters, five children, and one 
dog, will arrive at the St. Louis riverfront 
on Tuesday, Sept. 6, by boat. The company 
began their Mississippi River tour July 1 
in Brainerd, Minnesota. Before they arrive 
in New Orleans in late October, they will 
have presented their "Circle of Water 
Circus," a- water-theme revue that combines 
the fun of a circus and the majesty of 
a pageant, in twenty-four cities and towns 
all along the Mississippi River corridor. 
The "Circle of Water Circus" will he 	• 
presented in St. Louis on Saturday. Sept. 10, 
at 11 a.m. on the grounds of the Gateway 
Arch. 

Three-day workshops, led by members 
of In the Heart of the Beast and by 
St. Louis artists, are scheduled for Sept. 7-9, 
Wednesday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. daily. Workshops will be presented 
simultaneously in four St. Louis locations: 
CASA Midtow:„ 3207 Washington; 
Friedens Hall, 19th and Newhouse in Hyde 
Park: Craft Alliance, 6640 Delmar: and 
Cherokee Recreation Center, 3200 South 
Jefferson. They are free and open to all 
area residents. 

Pthicipants in the workshops will 
- create large-scale puppets and masks 
related to the overall theme of water. They 
will also learn parade planning and perfor-
mance techniques. Registration for the 
workshops is required: call 622-36.45 to 
register. 

On Saturday, Sept. 10, the puppets, 
masks, and costumes made in the work-
shops will be donned by their makers for 
the Parade of River Faces, which begins 
at 10 a.m. in Laclede's Landing. Members 
of neighborhood arts councils, youth 
organizations, and St. Louisans of all ages 
clad in their parade finery will march along-
side acrobats and musicmakers„stilt walkers, 
and mimes. Runners who have just 
completed the Laclede's Landing 3rd Annual 
Fall Run will also be welcomed to the 
parade. 

When the parade reaches the South Pond 
under the Arch, the "Circle of Water Circus" 
begins. Conceived as a salute to the United 
Nations-declared Decade of Water, the 
spectacular outdoor show focuses on the 
heritage and the uncertain future of the 
Mississippi River. The puppet creatures and 
masked characters seen in the parade tell 
the epic tale of this mighty river. 

These four days of free community 
events are sponsored by the St. Louis Arts 
and Humanities Commission, an agency of 
the City of St. Louis established in 1979 to 
encourage and promote the arts and humani-
ties for the benefit of all area residents. 
The St. Louis Ambassadors is a major co-
sponsor of River Faces. Additional sponsors 
include Downtown St. Louis, Inc., the 
Missouri Arts Council, the LaSalle Park Arts 
Council, Vess Soda, Schnucks Markets, The 
Riverfront Times, and Laclede's Landing 
Merchants Association. 

Not all 
Riverboat 
Men Were 
Careful 

by Ray Breun 



Grace United Methodist Church. 6199 Waterman 

CHAMBER. MUSIC ST LOUIS 83-84 

Mondays at 8:00 p.m. 

October 10, 1983 
PROKOFIEV Overture on Hebrew 

Themes. with Leonard Slatkin. piano 
MOZART Sonata in E minor for Violin 

and Piano 
with Leonard Slatkin, piano 

CARTER Sonata for Cello 
(BERT Trio 
MOZART Quintet in A major for 

Clarinet and Strings 

November 7, 1983  
MOZART String Quartet in D major 
ETLER Concerto for Violin and 

Woodwind Quintet 
DOHNANYI Serenade in C major for 

Violin, Viola and Cello 
PROKOFIEV Sonata for Flute and Piano 

December 12, 1983 
PROKOFIEV Quintet for Oboe. 

Clarinet. Violin. Viola and Bass 
YSAYE Unaccompanied Violin 

Sonatas. Nos. 1 and 6 
MOZART Piano Quartet in G minor 

with John Browning. piano 
BARBER Sonata for Piano 

John Browning. piano 

January 30, 1984  
REGER Trio 
PROKOFIEV Sonata in D major for 

Violin and Piano 
R.O. SEEGER Quartet 
MOZART Quintet in E-flat for Piano 

and Winds 
with Emanuel Ax. piano 

May 7, 1984  
STRAVINSKY Four Russian Songs 

Lucy Shelton. soprano 
MOZART Viola Quintet in G minor 
PROKOFIEV Sonata No. 1 to F minor 

for Violin and Piano 
SCHWANTNER Sparrows 

with Lucy Shelton. soprano, and 
Leonard Slatkin, conductor 

Programs and artists subject to change. 

February 20, 1984  

. PROKOFIEV Sonata for Cello and Piano 
LIPTAK Time Piece 
PROKOFIEV Sonata for Two Violins 
MOZART Quartet in D major for Flute 

and Strings 

March 12, 1984  

MOZART Per questa bella mano 
MOZART Quartet in F major for Oboe 

and Strings 
HARRISON Concerto for Violin and 

Percussion Orchestra 
MILHAUD Sonata No. 1 for Viola 

and Piano 
PROKOFIEV String Quartet No. 2 

Special Guest Artists 

Lucy Shelton, soprano 
a singer who can 

set the tone of a song 
from the very first note 
and hold an audience 
captive with each 
succeeding phrase." 

New York Times 

And 51 talented members of the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra 

Emanuel Ax, piano 
'A pianist with 
technique to burn " 

New York Times 

John Browning, 
piano 	. 
"One of the most 
sensitive and poetic 
artists America has 
produced " 

Los Angeles Times 

 

Charge By Phone Or Mail Your Order Today! 

City/State/Zip 

Chamber Music 
St. Louis-On Stage 
Advance Tickets 

No. of advance 
ticket sets 

(3 tickets per set) 
Price 

per set Total 

General Admission $15.00 

Students $ 7.50 

Business phone Home phone 

Students only 

10# 

School 

Advance tickets are not dated. You can use them all at one concert or divide them throughout Check/Money order ID MasterCard CI Visa [11 
the season Advance tickets will be available until the day of the first concert of each series. 

Single Tickets No. of single tickets Price (ii Total 

Chamber Music 
St 16tris 

Chamber MUS,C. 
SI Louts - 
on Stage 

General Admission $ 6.00 

Students $ 3.50 

Please note: Before ticket requests can be processed. full payment or complete 
charge information must be included. For advance ticket information, 
call 533-2500. For single ticket information, call 534-1700. 

Account number 

Name on charge 	 Exp. date 

Make checks payable to: Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra 
Mail to: Chamber Music St. Louis, Powell Symphony Hall, 

718 N. Grand Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63103 

Leonard Slatkin 
Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra 
Music Director and Conductor 

The Saint Louis Symphony Society and Mark Twain Banks present 

Chamber Music 
St. Louis 
Advance Tickets 

No. of advance 
ticket sets 

(7 tickets per set) 
Price 

per set Total 

General Admission $36.00 

Students $18.00 

Name 

Address 

September 1983 The Paper 	 Page 7 



Operation Brightside in Nina Place. 	 Photo by King Schoenfeld 

THE EASY 
FINANCIAL 
DECISION 

AN INSURED 
MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT 
In times like these, it's refreshing to be 
able to make an easy and sensible 
financial decision. And opening a 
CWE Daily Cash Reserve account is an 
easy decision to make. Take a close 
look at the benefits of having a Daily 
Cash Reserve account at CWE: 

• Your account is insured to $100,000 
by the FSLIC. 

- • You earn high money market rates 
when you keep a $2,500 average 
daily balance. 

• You can make deposits and 
withdrawals—even write checks. 

• You get an itemized monthly 
statement. 

Get a cash gift up to $30 when you 
open your Daily Cash Reserve account. 

When you think about it, an insured 
money market account at CWE is the 
modern, convenient and financially 
secure account to have. Open one 
today. It's a decision you'll be glad you 
made. 

Central West End 
Savings and Loan 
415 DeBaliviere 
367-8800 

11111,1: 
tENDEa • I. .1.■■■••■• 
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In Your Ear 
by Torn Hoerr 

I don't know when it first hit me that 
I had died. I mean, my experience began 
with me standing in my bedroom watching 
myself sleeping. There was a great deal 
of noise from the stairs and I remember 
wondering why the me in the bed didn't 
stir. Several men in uniforms appeared 
and without a great deal of care, placed 
my body on a stretcher in a rather un-
ceremonious manner. 

I watched all of this from the side of 
the room from what seemed like a few 
;bet above the floor, although I felt like 
I was moving a bit up and down. I was 
a spectator, like one would watch another 
decorating a cake or tuning a car. The 
activity interested me, but I wasn't part of 
it. At football games I yell and cajole, 
here I was a somewhat interested 
bystander. 

All of that changed when my wife 
entered the room. Actually, I felt myself 
growing more attentive a few seconds 
before she entered. Her voice was coming 
from the hall. I couldn't tell what she was 
saying because she was crying. No, sob-
bing more than crying, the kind of crying 
that a kid does who is hurt but, because 
of the sobbing, unable to tell you exactly 
what the hurt is. I started to go to her, to 
tell her to stop crying, and get a hold of 
herself. Something happened, though, 
that made me stop. 
- One of the uniformed men, medical 

types it now seemed, also heard her. In one 
deft motion he turned his head to the 
doorway and, seeing that she had not 
come into view, pulled the sheet over 
the face on my body lying on the stretcher. 

No sooner had I realized that I—the me 
on the stretcher—had died then I was 
struck by the fact that it really didn't 
bother me. Maybe I was distracted by her 
entry; I'm not sure. All I know is that 
I knew I was dead and it really didn't 
upset me. 

I saw my wife for but a second. Someone 
was with her (my mother?) and then she 
was gone. There was a book by the bed, 
actually several books. The one I remem-
ber, however, was Mailer's Ancient 
Evenings. It was laying face up, opened 
to a page where I had stopped reading. 
I forgot about my wife and began thinking 
about the fact that I'd never finish 
Mailer's book. I'd never know how the 
book ended. 

It took me a while to realize that people 

couldn't see me and that, in fact, I wasn't 
tied to space or time. The first few times 
someone looked at me, I actually moved 
away (somehow I knew that I was, even in 
my own home, an intruder and shouldn't 
be seen). Once, in an attempt to be out of 
sight, I backed into a plant. My house was 
full of plants. I started to reach for the 
plant and catch it when I saw that I had 
walked through it. Just like that! For the 
heck of it,, I walked back and forth, 
through it, again several times. 

The funeral home was interesting. At first, 
when the family met and planned the funeral 
I was mildly interested in how they'd do it. 

Want Ads 
WANTED: Used Metronome; For Sale: 2 
sewing machines, 721-0549. 

LOST: $25 reward for male, Alaskan 
Malamute. Lost in 6000 block of Kingsbury. 
Call J. Hooks after 4 p.m., 725-7997. 

WOODEN FURNITURE REFINISHING 
& HAND CANING: Old finish hand 
stripped, minor repairs made, refinished 
with oil or varnish. Old-time chairs and 
stools hand caned. All at reasonable rates. 
Call Bob at 862-0597 after 6 p.m. weekdays 
or anytime weekends. 

Somewhere I had heard that Janis Joplin 
had left money for a party when she died 
and I wondered if that would happen for 
me. It didn't. Of course, I hadn't left any 
money for a party and, much as I might 
like to be a first-class hedonist, my comet 
didn't compare to Janis'. I do remember 
being somewhat pleased that I had left . 
with my Master Card charged to the limit. 

In my "new state," I was always tired. 
Not like wanting to go to sleep or being 
fatigued, but tired like I couldn't focus 
on anything for a period of time. I watched 
the family planning the funeral—my wife, 
bless her, insisted that my tie be one of my 
favorites—but I couldn't stay there. Things 
would turn to greys and blues and the 
sound .would leave me. When this happened 
I'd sense it coming, but I had no control. 
I remember being surprised that I wasn't 
bothered by the "fade-outs" as I came to 
call them, because several times they 
occurred when I wasn't ready. The worst 
time was when I was watching myself 
going into the funeral home. I was by my 
body, kind of above it and to the side a bit, 
and was wondering how they'd fix me up 
in the casket. Two men looked at my 
body rather closely, then one said something 
and the other laughed. I started to go closer, 
but then the fade-out began. 

My next memory was at the parlor itself. 
There were quite a few people there and I 
started looking for friends. There were a few 
folks I had worked with, a couple of 
neighbors, some friends of my wife, my 
parents, but a lot of men and women were 
people I didn't know. Who are these 
strangers? 

Then I realized that while I had seen my 
parents, my dad had been dead for years. 
Sure enough, when I looked at him I saw 
that he, too, wasn't really there. He was 
walking by my mother, but she was crying 
and talking to someone else, not noticing 
him. 

I remmember getting a little excited 
and going over to talk to him. There were 
a lot of things that I never said to my dad 
that I wished I had, once he was gone. Now 
was my chance. "Pop," I said, "guess what?" 
He turned to me and smiled as only he could 
smile. Very quickly, then, suddenly, I felt 
myself beginning to fade. As only fathers 
can, he saw me and smiled that "I-told-you-
so" smile that I'd seen all too many times 
in our relationship. Everything then went 
went grey, blue, and, finally, black. 

I didn't get back to the funeral parlor. 
Well, I did, but it wasn't for long. My dad 
was there and I again tried. to talk to him, 
but it didn't work this time either. It seemed 
like he faded when he turned to look at me, 
but I couldn't be sure because I faded out. 

I've avoided talking about my wife. It 
just wasn't pretty. It's not like I felt sad or 
anything, but she didn't look good in tears. 
and all. She was strong, but I'd expect that. 
I remember wondering about how strong 

'she'll look when the Master Card bill comes 
home to roost. 

Somewhere in between the parlor visits 
I found myself in a forest. It was dark and 
misty and, although I think I was standing 
still, trees kept moving past me at a fast 
rate. There was no breeze that I could feel, 
but I knew that I was moving. I kind of 
enjoyed that. 

It rained the day they buried me. Hiked 
rain,. so that was O.K. I started out watching 
cars pull up, but then I noticed a record 
store across the street that looked interest-
ing. I went to.the record store and just 
stayed around the door, watching kids go 
in and out. One young couple was shoplift. 
ing, I think. When they left the store, the 
girl pulled a record from her coat and they 
laughed and ran. After a while I went back 
to the cemetary, but it was empty except 
for three workmen filling in dirt on my 
grave. Actually, two were filling in dirt and 
one was sitting on the ground reading 
a magazine. 
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these loans, Joseph Addison of the 6000 
block of Washington received the Central 
West End Savings and Loan Association-
Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council 
Home Improvement Award. 

The Urban League also offers a low-
interest loan program available to occupants 
within the area bounded by DeBaliviere, 
Forest Park Parkway, Rosedale, and Delmar. 
The Urban League's program is not limited 
solely to exterior code enforcement. 
Another program offered to residents 
through the Urban League Neighborhood 

Betterment Program is free paint. Twenty-
two homeowners have taken advantage of 
the free exterior paint ordered through the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council. 
Residents will receive the paint by the end 
of September. 

Many residents,   were skeptical about 
Operation Impact and the effect it would 
have on the community; however, the 
program has proven to be successful. Our 
neighborhood is headed in an upward 
direction and the residents have become 
more conscientious. 
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