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Bearden Buildings Now In Hands Of Noted Developer
Mead-McClellan
by Nancy Farmer
Executive Director, Skinker
DeBaliviere Community Council

There has been much concern about the future of seven buildings in our neighborhood
owned until recently by Rosedale Living
Corporation, Mike Bearden, president. In the
.November issue of The Times, Alderman Dan
McGuire reported the vacant buildings "will
be taken over by a major banking firm and rehabbed in the near future."
On Wednesday, December 10, Landmark
Bank foreclosed on Rosedale Living's seven
properties located at 520 Rosedale; 6111, 6133,
6156-58, 6164 Pershing; 6146 and 6031 Waterman. The corporation had defaulted on over
$1 million in loans.
Landevco. a separate corporation controlled
by Landmark, purchased the buildings at the
forecloure sale. Landmark and Landevco
began negotiations with a developer to complete renovation of the buildings immediately.
The outcome of the negotiations is the West
Side Partnership, formed the end of December.
Mead-McClellan, developer, is the general, controlling partner; Landevco is a limited partner. Landmark Bank is financing 'the project.
Rosedale Living has made little progress in
renovating the buildings during their three
years ownership. This prompted McGuire and
the Board of Aldermen to blight the buildings
in late 1985. Development rights were controlled by the City's Operation Impact, but the
properties were still owned by Rosedale Living. Had the foreclosure not taken place, the
City was prepared to exercise its right of eminent domain and force their sale to another
developer. This process would have involved
lengthy procedures and would have delayed
action on the properties for months.
Mary Campbell, of Operation Impact, credits Landmark Bank for their cooperation
following the foreclosure. She stated that because of their willingness to work with the
City, the transition was smooth and quick. The
alternative would have been a condemnation
suit by the City which, again, would have involved lengthy legal procedures and delayed
any work on the buildings.
Guy McClellan, president of Mead-McClellan, talked enthusiastically about the project.
He explained that his company will proceed
with renovating the buildings much as
Rosedale Living had planned. The original
unit designs will be retained, except for adding additional bathrooms in some of the 34
units. Although the work is not classified as
"gut rehab," the buildings will have all new
systems: plumbing, electric, furnaces, air conditioning, etc. Exteriors will be painted, tuckpointed, etc.; back stairs and porches will be
repaired or replaced.
Work is proceeding rapidly. Substantial renovation had been completed at 6111 Pershing
and 520 Rosedale by Rosedale Living prior to
the foreclosure. McClellan says those units
will be ready for occupancy the first of March.
He expects 6146 Waterman to be completed
by the first of May, 6031 Waterman and 6133
Pershing by mid-May, and 6156-58 and 6164

The "Roanoke,"
," located in the 6000 block of Waterman, is one of seven buildings now
being redeveloped by Mead-McClellan, developers.
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May 2 Set For Annual Area Cleanup
Pershing by June. The units will rent for an
average of $550 per month or the current market rates. Mead-McClellan will manage the
properties for the Partnership when they are
completed.
Mead-McClellan has been in operation for
over ten years. They have completed several
scattered-site projects in the Soulard neighborhood including the Pioneer Project,
Soulard '84 and Soulard '85. In more recent
years they have developed properties in the
West End including the Chesterfield at Union
and Waterman and Hampshire Square at
Clara and Waterman.

Skinker DeBaliviere's "Blitz" Saturday is
scheduled for May 2.
Project Blitz is a city-wide cleanup program sponsored by Operation Brightside. The
City is divided into ten Regions for Blitz, the
Regions into Areas, Areas into Blocks. On
each . Region's scheduled Saturday, the City
provides regular and heavy trash pick-up,
tools (brooms, rakes, etc.), large trash bags,
flowers, wood chips, and mulch for volunteers
to use in cleaning and sprucing up their neighborhood's public areas (including alleys).
Through private donations, Brightside provides hot dogs and soft drinks for volunteers
and offers prizes for the Best Cleanup/Best
Beautification projects in each. Region. The
Regional winners compete for Citywide

awards. "Flower Bowl," new this year, is a
flower planting competition for high schools.
All the plans for Blitz are not final, but it's
not too soon for you, your block, your scout
troop, etc., to be thinking of and planning a
special project. Commanders for our Area are
Sam Green and Nancy Farmer of the SDCC.
Call the Council office, 862-5122, with questions or suggestions, or contact your block
captain. A meeting for block captains and
area volunteers with Brightside staff will be
scheduled later in March.
Watch for more information in the April
issue of The Times, and please, plan to spend
a few hours Saturday, May 2, cleaning and improving your neighborhood.

Chocolate Chips Turn Into Silver For
The Times
The Second Chocolate Chip Cookie "CookOff' held on February 13 for the benefit of The
Times of Skinker Debaliviere was a success
in a number of ways. The fund raiser made almost $1000 for The Times, which will certainly make our typesetter happy. In addition,
approximately 50 partygoers got to taste a
number of excellent recipes and to visit, not
only with one another, but with Guy Phillips
and Heather Frampton of radio station KYKY
98-FM.
Phillips and Frampton were honorary
judges. As such, they did their judging earlier
than the other judges and were subjected to
being watched as they stuffed their faces,
made clever comments, and incidentally, made
a serious selection of their choice for best

cookie.
Meanwhile the other judges dutifully went
off to make their selections in private. Marvin
Nodiff (winner of the first cookie contest),
Sandy Rothschild, Fred Faust, Sue and Jim
Gamble, Rick Lake, Jim Geer, and Tom Hoerr
were judges. They had paid $25 for the
privilege of tasting as many cookies as was
necessary to make a valid decision.
Two first-place prizes of $50 each were
awarded. In the chocolate chip category Paul
Kurtz received first prize, followed by Paula
Repetto and Hitch Powell. In the non-chocolate category Dee Hayes was the top choice
followed by Nancy Farmer and Marcia Kerz.
Paul's recipe is featured in the Macho Menu
elsewhere in this issue.

Commemorative ceramic mugs were also
sold at the party and were presented to the
honorary judges and to the second place winners. Mugs, at the low price of $5, are still
available to anyone who missed the party. For
more information, see page 2.
A special thanks to Sue and Sandy Rothschild who made their home at 6208 Washington available for the party and provided tours
of the new house they are building next door
to anyone who would hazard the boardwalks
and step over the extension cords stretched to
lamps which Sandy had rigged up throughout
the house. Marcia Kerz and Sue Rothschild deserve special credit for organizing the party.
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To The Editor

0,1

No, Guy Phillips did not drop the priceless The Times of . . . mug. Phillips and Heather
Frampton (left) of KY98 were celebrity judges at the Second Cookie Bake-off held as a
fund raiser for The Times on Feb. 13.
Photo by King Schoenfeld

Commenting On Macho Menus
Dear Editor:
As an avid reader of your paper, I was somewhat upset when I saw the February Macho
Menu menu by Mr. Sandy Rothschild for "Egg Toast Bernard." I would like to set the record
straight by noting that a similar, albeit clearly more sophisticated, recipe has existed in my
family for years. We call our breakfast delight EGGS GERONIMO. My recipe calls for more
spices, thus providing a little panache to the recipe, plus an ample supply of cigars and
lukewarm beer for the cook.
Clearly Geronimo is older than Grandma Rothschild, so I hope this puts the issue of true
derivation of this wonderful treat to rest.
— Thomas R. Hoerr
61XX Kingsbury
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Dear Editor:
It is hard to comprehend how our City's police force has been reduced to some 1564 officers at a buoyant time in the city's history. We have fought a valiant battle to save our City
and are now cited in the national press for our success. This is certainly no time to sacrifice
safety on our streets, and jeopardize our position, especially when the crime rate is
accelerating.
Moreover, those who have stayed, and the young people who have returned to rehabilitate our neighborhoods, deserve all the protection we can give them. With more activity, we
need more police, not less, as do our visitors who are coming from all over the country to
view our rebirth, visit the Arch, Union Station, and the Saint Louis Centre.
In 1970, with Mayor Cervantes' foresight, we citizens staged a FIGHT CRIME CAMPAIGN and won a. city sales tax increase, with one of the goals then being the addition of
more police officers. An effort was made when to reach the authorized number of officers,
which was 2,232, and this increase showed immediate results with major crimes decreasing
in May 1970 by 15.3 percent. Citizens involved with more police officers were credited with
the drop in crime. Today our Neighborhood Watch is the newest edition of citizen involvement, but it will he useless if we do not have enough police officers.
Once more the time has come for the Mayor, the Board of Aldermen, and the Police
Board to work together on this crucial issue and take action. Crime has already escalated
on the northside; and ACORN members are begging for more police patrol. And they deserve
it immediately! It took long and strong demands by Women for City Living and the Women's
Crusade Against Crime to win the battle against the pimps and the prostitutes with accompanying drugs and robberies, even murders, in the Washington Boulevard area of the Stroll.
Our citizens have a right to safety in their neighborhoods.
Money must somehow be found to pay more police officers, upgrade the Police Department where needed, and restore the effective TACT squad, or a similar operation, to focus
on crucial areas when needed. There will be no progress in our City if there is no safety in
our homes and streets. In this day of affluence there is money when the need is urgent. Protecting our people and maintaining our beautiful Saint Louis is urgent.!
— Delphine McClellan, 57XX Lindell

Rosedale Avenue In Private Hands
by David Garin
Rosedale Avenue between Washington and Delmar has been deeded to a private organization. According to Alderman Dan McGuire who introduced the bill, the street. is in private
hands and will be used as a private parking area for residents of the Rosedale Square
Apartments.
In response to the question whether pedestrian traffic would still .be possible, Alderman
McGuire stressed that the new owners of the formercity street have no obligation to provide
a pedestrian thoroughfare. The half-block stretch of Rosedale had been closed to vehicular
traffic in the controversial traffic revamping several years ago. The only indication that the
city street would be deeded to private hands had been the posting of a small metal sign at.
the corner of Rosedale and Washington which said the street would be closed to pedestrian,
vehicular and equestrian traffic and that bill #xxx was pending. The hearing date was not
specified and no further information was given.
Residents were not notified of the hearing and no one except Adlerman McGuire testified
at the hearing. The President of the Rosedale Neighbors Association, Bob Dowgwillo, didn't
kliciwi tti,e street was be), &losed (he lives on Pershing and never saw the sign posted on
Rosedale). Nancy Farmer, Executive Director of the Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council, lives in the Rosedale Square Apartments but wasn't sure what the sign meant and didn't
testify at the hearing because she wasn't asked to.
According to Nancy Farmer, one resident asked her about the issue in early February. On
Jan. 31, Alderman McGuire was asked about the issue but apparently was not convinced that
it. would be a controversial enough issue to require informing local residents. Residents who
would like continued access to Delmar from Rosedale without having to go to Skinker or
Des Peres should contact their Alderman.
— David Garin
61XX Westminster

Still The Times For A Mug
The Times of Skinker DeBaliviere still has ceramic mugs available for anyone who
missed the Cookie Contest party.
The cobalt blue mug displays The Times logo in white. To order, call 727-7378 (evenings)
or 863-0947 (days). Cost of the mugs is $5. Checks should be made payable to The
Times of Skinker DeBaliviere. Or you may wish to send the form below with your check
to 5851 Waterman, St. Louis, MO 63112.

Guidelines for Submitting Copy
The Times welcomes unsolicited articles and letters. Because of the small size and
volunteer nature of the writing staff, the quality and range of The Times has always
depended in large part on submissions from non-staff area residents.
All material—articles, letters, notices, classified ads—must be typewritten on
opaque paper, double-spaced, and signed. Signatures on correspondence to the
editor may, on publication, be omitted by request. Calendar listings should be
phoned or mailed to the staff member responsible for the, Calendar of Events.
Deadline for all copy is the 15th of the month.
In a news article it is essential that the writer state the most important information in the first paragraph. The writer is responsible for the accuracy of data, including times, dates, locations and particularly the spelling of names.
Any pictures or illustrations submitted should be in black and white.
The editor retains the right to omit or alter any material.
Send all correspondence to 6010a Kingsbury, 63112. Deadline: 15th of the month.

Cost of producing the mugs has been underwritten by Central West End Savings and
Loan, 415 DeBaliviere. All proceeds will go to support of The Times.
The mug would make a great St. Pat's gift filled with green mints or Irish coffee. Get
yours soon!

Please send me
My check is enclosed.

TIMES mugs at $5 each.

Name
Address

Phone.
(We will deliver mugs,purselves within the Sppparea. ,
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March Calendar
Attention Rosedale Residents: There will be a Rosedale potluck supper and meeting
later in March. Please watch for flyers announcing date, time and location.
"Village Voices: Paintings and Sculpture from New York's East Village," and "Sticks"
1
will be on display at the Elliot Smith Gallery 360 N. Skinker, through April 7 Gallery
hours are 11 am. to 6 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday and from 7:30 to 9 p.m. For
information call 726-1170.
Harold Pinter's "Other Places" will be performed by the City Players of St. Louis,
CASA, 524 Trinity, call for time. Tickets: $9. Also on 3/6 and 3/8 at 8 p.m. 727-0550.
"Art in the Business Environment," featuring the work of local artists in a commer2
cial environment opens at Interiors Unlimited, 3407 Olive, and runs through April
10. Free. Call 534-6400 for information.
Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad will be the topic of a children's pro7
gram offered by the Missouri Historical Society, Jefferson Memorial, Forest Park at
10:30 a.m. Free.
"Colleges and Careers" a program designed to help young adults in selecting a college
or planning a career will be hosted by Jim Lyons, head of St. Louis Public Library's
Adult Education Department, at the Lashly Branch Library 4537 West Pine, from
10:30 am. through noon. Free. Call 367-4120 for more information.
8
The St. Louis Art Museum will feature a lecture by Yeal Even, assistant professor of
art history and women's studies at UMSL, in honor of International Women's Day.
The topic will discuss baroque representations of Judith and Bethulia.
"Green Fields Of America," featuring Tom and Maureen Kavanaugh of the St. Louis
Irish ensemble Blackstone will be presented at the Missouri Historical Society, Jefferson Memorial, Forest Park at 2 p.m. Instruments ranging from tin whistles to the
flute, fiddle and bouzouki will be featured, tracing paths taken by Irish immigrants
from their homeland to New York to St. Louis. $2 per person at the door.
11
Mendelssohn's "Elijah" will be presented at CASA, 560 Trinity, at 8 p.m. Free.
12
"Feminism Is a Sea.of Domesticity: Women Activists 1040s-1950s" will be presented
by Susan Lynn, visiting assistant professor of History UMSL— at the Missouri Historical Society, Jefferson Memorial, Forest Park at 1:30 p.m. $3 per person. Reservations: 361-1424.
13
"Notorious" co-starring Ingrid Bergman and Claude Rains will be featured at the St.
Louis Art Museum auditorium at 1:30, 7, and 9:15 p.m. General admission $2, $1, Museum Friends.
"Collaboration: Paper and Print," a lecture by William Weege, professor of art in the
graphics department at the Craft Alliance, 6640 Delmar. Free. Call 725-1177 for more
information.
A workshop on fiber jewelry making will be offered by the Craft Alliance, 6640 Delmar, through 3/15. Call 725-1177 for information.
The Missouri Concert Ballet performs at Washington University's Edison Theatre,
8 p.m. Tickets $8, $6 for seniors and groups of 10 or more. $4 for students. Call
889-6543 or 962-7850. Also 3/13.
St. Patrick's Day Party at St. Roch's, 7:30 p.m. $12.50 per person. Call 721-2595 or 72114
6370 for information and tickets.
"And She Generally Decides: Women In Mid-Mississippi Valley Creole Culture" conference will be presented at the Missouri Historical Society, Jefferson Memorial;
Forest Park from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Free, but reservations requested: 361-9265.
The Tibetan Opera Music and Dance Troup from Lhasa will perform at the St. Louis
Art Museum auditorium, 8 p.m. Tickets $10, $5 for students. Call 553-5753.
15 "American Black Folk Tales" will be presented by the St. Louis Black Repertory Company at the Missouri Historical Society, Jefferson Memorial, Forest Park, 2.p.m.
Free and for the entire family.
Grace United Methodist Church will sponsor a lecture presented by world-known
evangelist Sir Alan Walker at Queeny Park Recreation Center. Chartered bus transportation will be available from Grace for all interested neighborhood residents.
Also 3/16 and 3/17 Call 863-1992 for time and information.
Taras Bobora, violinist and chairman of the St. Louis Conservatory String Dept. will
16
perform with piano accompanist Paul Svendsen at CASA, 560 Trinity, 8 p.m. Tickets, $8, $5 for seniors and students. Call 863-3033:
"The King of Hearts" will be screened at Washington University's Brown Hall, 7 & 9
p.m. $2. Also 3/19.
Skinker-DeBaliviere Business Association will hold a breakfast meeting at 7:45 a.m.
19
at McDonald's restaurant on Delmar. Don O'Neal and Mayor Schoemehl plan to
attend. Call 862-5122 for further information.
"Women See Women," a slide lecture on works of art by women artists about women
as subjects will be presented by Eve Ballman at the Buder Library 5320 Hampton,
at 7:30 p.m. Free.
20 "To Catch A Thief," starring Cary Grant and Grace Kelly will be shown at the St. Louis
Art Museum Auditorium at 1:30, 7, and 9:15 p.m. General admission $2, Museum
Friends, $.1.
"Stand By Me," will be presented at Washington University's Brown Hall, $2. "Attack
of the Mushroom People" will be presented at midnight, $2. (Sunday, "Stand By Me"
will be presented at 8 p.m., "Attack of The Mushroom People," at 10 p.m.) 889-5983.

Thank you . . . Thank you . . .
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Women's History To Be Subject Of Conference

Marie Therese Bourgeois Chouteau, who arrived in St. Louis in 1764, the year the
fur-trading post was established on the Mississippi River, fulfilled the responsibilities
of parent, homemaker, business manager, and social leader. She is representative of
the powerful women decision-makers in the Louisiana Territory, the topic of the free
half-day conference, "And She Generally Decides: Women in Mid-Mississippi Valley
Creole Culture." The program honors Women's History Month and will be held on Saturday, March 14 from 9 a.m. to noon at the Missouri Historical Society in the Jefferson
Memorial Building in Forest Park. Reservations by calling 361-9265. Photo from an oilon-wood painting attributed to Francois de Guyol de Guiran in the art collections of the
Missouri Historical Society.

21

Dolly Madison: Hospitable Hostess, will be the topic of a children's program offered
by the Missouri Historical Society, Jefferson Memorial, Forest Park at 10:30 a.m.
A workshop on papermaking will be offered at the Craft Alliance, 6640 Delmar. Call
725-1177 for information. Also offered 3/28.
23 The St. Louis Symphony performs chamber music featuring Kodaly's Serenade for
Two Violins and Viola, Grace United Methodist Church, 6199 Waterman, 8 p.m. Call
534-1700 for tickets and information.
Michael Christopher, associate dean of the St. Louis Conservatory of Music, conducts
the New Music Ensemble at CASA, 560 Trinity, 8 p.m. Free.
"Brussels Transit," a dramatic journey into one family's isolation on foreign soil, will
be presented at the St. Louis Art Museum auditorium at 5:30 and 8 p.m. $2, $1 for
Museum Friends.
27 "North by Northwest," starring Cary Grant, Eva Marie Saint and James Mason will be
screened at the St. Louis Art Museum auditorium at 1:30, 7, and 9:15 p.m. General
admission $2, Museum Friends, $1.
An Evening With Charlie Menees," observer-activist-raconteur of the jazz scene for
nearly 50 years, will be presented at CASA, 560 Trinity, 8 p.m. Tickets $8, $5 for students and seniors. 863-3033.
28 A Tour of German St. Louis will be led by Katharine T. Corbett, Missouri Historical
Society curator of education, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $10 per person. For reservations: 3619265.
29 A workshop on papermarbling will be offered by the Craft Alliance, 6640 Delmar. Call
725-1177 for more information.
"Performance," will be presented at St. Louis Community College at Forest Park, 5600
31
Oakland, 1 and 8 p.m. Free. Call 644-9388 or 644-9368.

General Announcements and Ongoing Exhibitions
Young people are invited to attend Gallery Talks at the St. Louis Art Museum. The talks
are free, but registration is required. Call 721-0067, ext. 75 to reserve a space. '

The Following Will Be On Display at the St. Louis Art Museum:
gratefully acknowledges the kind contributions from the following loyal
friends: C.T. Stuart to thank Mark Gorman for a favor and Karleen and Tom Hoerr. Central West End Savings & Loan deserves a very special thank you for their donation as

The Times

part of the Feb. 13 fund raiser as do Cal & Gee Stuart, Irene Geer, and Lois & Vince
Schoemehl. Anyone else who was not able to attend the Second Annual Cookie BakeOff Party and who would like to make a donation to The Times, may do so by sending a
check to The Times, c/o 6010a Kingsbury Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63112. Contributions

are tax deductible.

"Art of the 80s: Recent Acquisitions by St. Louis Collectors," Gallery 120, through March 25.
"An Enduring Grace, Photographs of Laura Gilpin," Cohen Gallery through March 29.
"European and American Embroideries: Selections from the Collection," Gallery 100
through April 12.

The Following Will Be On Display at the Missouri Historical Society:
"No Crystal Stair: Black St. Louis, 1920-1940," on display in the New Acquisitions Gallery
through March.
"Vel Marshall: Floral Paintings," on display in Emerson auditorium through March.
"WC. Persons: Commercial Photography in St. Louis, 1904-1951," on display in the James
Mazlewood 'Williams Gallery, through May
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Macho Menu:
The New
Cookie
Champ
Speaks
Introduction: Winner of the 1987 Times of
Skinker-DeBaliviere Chocolate Chip Cookie
Contest is this month's Macho Menu as well.
Yes, for the second year in a row, the best
chocolate chip cookie was entered by a man.
This winner is distinguished by the fact. that
he is the only man ever to appear as Macho
Menu three times. Editorially, we thought
two was probably enough, but then he had to
go and win the chocolate chip contest! So
Macho Menu proudly features Paul Kurtz
and his prize-winning recipe.
When he's not experimenting in the
kitchen, Paul is Senior Claims Analyst for
the Safety Mutual Casualty Corporation.
He's also the proud papa of first baby James
Paul Neilson Kurtz, himself a fine inspiration for a 'superdad.' Congratulations to
Paul and Katie!

Photo by King Schoenfeld
Winners of the Second Cookie Bake-Off Contest: Hitch Powell, Paula Repetto, Paul
Kurtz, Rick Lake (judge), Dee Hayes, Nancy Farmer, and Marcia Kerz.

Non-Chocolate Chip Winners Have Their Say

by Paul Kurtz

At long last, the coveted chocolate chip
cookie award! That will certainly be a day I
will long remember. In the excitement of the
moment, I made a rash promise to tell the
readers my secret which has previously
eluded bakers everywhere.
The incredible thing is that there really is
no secret; nothing that required a vault or that
demanded silence because of generations of
following the recipe. If most of you have
guessed that the basic recipe for the cookies
is "Toll House" — you are absolutely correct.
It is also true that I add or change a few
items that perhaps urges that flavor to new
heights. So grab your bags of chips and follow
along with me. I will try to open a few doors
regarding my "secrets" while remaining
vague enough to protect my recipe.
As the recipe says, put the dry ingredients
in a bowl to sit. I do cut back on the salt a bit
and have found the flavor still exquisite. I use
margarine and allow it to melt before combining it with the brown and white sugars. There
are two reasons for that: one being that it is a
whole lot easier to then combine the melted
butter with the sugar and other ingredients.
I'm sure all of you have tried to crush semifrozen butter and attempt to blend it with
sugar, usually your dominant arm requires
three weeks rest afterward. The second reason is that I believe that the sugar blends
much better with the melted margarine for
better batter consistency.

As everyone knows, the cookie contest was
not just for chocolate lovers this year. The
non-chocolate chip entries were terrific, too.
And here we finally had some women winners! The choice of the Times' judges was Dee
Hayes; the choice of our celebrity judges was
Nancy Farmer's concoction. We are proud to
feature these two prize winners.

I measure the white sugar as the recipe
says, but I've never been very accurate with
the brown sugar. I really couldn't figure out.
what "firmly packed" actually meant. Should
it easily fall out of the cup or need to be pried
out with a hammer and chisel! My brown
sugar addition flows in and probably is more
like 11/4 times the amount prescribed by Nestle's recipe on the back of the chip package.
I do add extra vanilla, not the whole bottle,
but a bit more and then I whip the batter to a
smooth consistency.
The recipe's oven temperature is perfect
but I tend to cook mine a little less than the
time allotted. For years Katie would shake her
head and say, "Are you sure these are done?"
This would prompt a scowl and a rise in my
temperature with an equally untimely remark. However, she never has had trouble eating them!
I allow the cookies to cool for approximately five minutes before following up with
one final procedure which shall remain a secret. No doubt after several batches you will
discover the final touch. Happy baking!

Simple Sesames — Nancy Farmer
2 cups butter at room temperature
11/2 cups sugar
3 cups flour
1 cup sesame seeds
11/2-2 cups shredded coconut
1/2-1 cup finely chopped almonds
Cream butter. Gradually add sugar, beat until
light and fluffy. Add flour, mix just until combined. Add remaining ingredients, mixing just
until combined (very stiff). Divide into thirds,
shaping each into a cylinder 2" diameter.
Wrap and chill until firm. Slice into 1/4-1/2"
slices. Bake on ungreased sheets, at 300 degrees, 20-25 minutes. Cookies will darken
after they are removed from the oven.

Dee Hayes' Better than Toll House
21/4 cups flour
1 tsp soda
1 tsp salt
11/2 cups butter
.3/4 cup white sugar
.3/4 cup brown sugar
1 tsp vanilla
2 eggs
1 can Bakers' Coconut
1 12 oz. pkg. butterscotch chips
1 cup cashews (Anheuser-Busch Honey Roast
were used for the contest batch of cookies)
Preheat oven to 375°. Mix batter and drop onto
cookie sheet; cook for 9-10 minutes.

St. Patrick's Day Party
At St. Roch Church
On March 14 at 7:30 p.m. the fun will begin in the elegant church hall of St. Roch church
located at 6052 Waterman Avenue.
This year's celebration will have an all new format. Dancing and follies will make up the
entertainment. Exciting door prizes, a raffle, and the pot-o-gold drawing will add to
the fun.
The food will consist of many appetizers at a hot table as well as corned beef. As
always, a cash bar and Irish coffee will be available.
Admission is $2.50 per person. Tickets may be purchased from Sr. Leo Ann at St. Roch
School (721-2595) or by calling the Parish House (721-6340).
Please hurry and make your reservations, as the tickets are limited to 200.

KINGSBURY
ANIMAL
HOSPITAL

A M Tea & Coffee Co. ■

Whole Bean Coffee
Loose Leaf Tea & Accessories
Imported & Domestic Cheese
La Bonne Bouchee Breads & Pastries
Wine & Imported Beers
420 N. Skinker
Hours by Appointment
Stephen A. Brammeier DVM
721-6251

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 p.m.

Sat. 10-5 p.m.

6635 Delmar Blvd.
(in the Loop)
University City, MO 63130
725-1934

West End Wines
fine wines & cheeses

309 Belt at Pershing
367-3049
M-Th 11-7 • Fri 11-8 • Sat 10-6

MC/VISA

FREE PARKING

McPHERSON
MANAGEMENT
INC.
6008 KINGSBURY AVENUE
at Des Peres

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63112
Management of apartments,
condominiums &
commercial property
G.eorgiana B. Stuart Calvin B. Stuart Jr.

727-1730
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Maternity Care Soon Available
At Regional Hospital
St. Louis Regional Medical Center will
admit the first patients to its new obstetrics
and nursing unit March 30, it was anounced
Tuesday.
Regional has been operating since its inception in July, 1985, without an obstetrics department and has sent its patients to three
other hospitals to have their babies.
City residents, who are now being delivered
at Lutheran Medical Center, will begin going
to the Regional hospital at 5535 Delmar Blvd.,
at 7 a.m., Monday, March 30.
St. Louis County patients will be delivered
at Regional starting May 18. They have been
going to Deaconess Hospital.
On July 6, Regional will begin delivering
high-risk patients who would previously have
been delivered at Barnes Hospital.

Crimestoppers' Tips

Regional's president and chief executive officer, Robert B. Johnson, announced the plans
at a meeting of the St. Louis Regional Health
Care Corp. board of directors at the hospital
Tuesday.
The phasing-in of the obstetrical department will assure an adequate level of nursing
and physician staffing, Johnson said.
The $3.3 million renovation of the third
floor of Regional's main hospital building has
been under way since last April. The floor will
be a combined women's and babies' center
and will hold 32 postpartum beds and 32 beds
for normal babies; 18 gynecology beds; 12
beds in a neonatal intensive care unit and 12
beds for intermediate neonatal care; four delivery rooms and nine laboribeds.
With the exception of some of the gynecology patient rooms, the floor has been completely renovated.
Regional officials said they expected to deliver 3,000 babies a year at the hospital.
Johnson told the board the hospital would
need 127 nurses to staff the 50-bed floor.
About half have been recruited he said, adding that an advertising campaign to recruit
nurses is getting an "excellent response."
Regional is offering recruitment bonuses
totaling $1,000 to all nurses who are hired and
complete six months of satisfactory service.
Regional's hospital occupies facilities long
known as St. Luke's Hospital, and later operated as St. Luke's Hospital East and Charter
Hospital.
The Regional Health Care Corp. provides
medical care for the medically indigent under
contracts with St. Louis and St. Louis'County,
and also treats private patients.

DELMAR
CLEANERS
Your neighborhood cleaner with
complete cleaning & laundry service.

6142 Delmar Blvd.
Call 727-6600

AT YOUR SERVICE!
ENGINE TUNE-UP

COLLISION
REPAIRS

Services:

Featuring the Cellete and
Car-O-Liner unibody/frame
straightening systems.
• Insurance claims
• Complete refinishing
• Free estimates
• Free loaner cars

• Set choke
• Set fuel mixture
• Set timing
• Clean & Lubricate linkages
• Set high-low Idle

Parts included:
• Spark plugs
• Faints
• Condensor

COLLISION
AVOIDANCE
LIGHT

Additional if necessary:
• Distributor cap
• Distributor rotor
• Fuel filter
• Up to 3 plug wires
• Vacuum lines
• PCV

Stop rear end collisions $

Guaranteed

$5795 55995 $6195
• Cylinder

6 Cylinder

8 Cylinder

TRANSMISSION
TUNE-UP
Drain and replenish
transmission fluid, change filter
and pan gasket.
$3995

GLASS
• Windshields

• Door glass
• insurance claims

Call for price quote

OIL CHANGE
5 quarts of 10W40 All season.
oil filter and chasls
lubrication

4995

314 3 6 7 - 6100

Check •
• Voltage regulator
• Starter draw
• Battery capacity
• Alternator

KARLEEN 0. HOERR
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB

$900
ADOLPH K. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO
4555 FOREST PARK BLVD
ST LOUIS. MISSOURI 63108

RADIATOR
SERVICE

the weekly South Side Journal. The broadcasts and articles focus attention on a
specific crime and bring attention to the
Crimestoppers program," says Lowell. "If a
person has information about the featured
crime, or another crime, he or she can call
the Hotline and be eligible to receive rewards. At all times the caller's identity remains anonymous."
Lowell says there are two main reasons
why the program has been successful. "First,
the Crimestoppers program allows citizens to
perform a civic duty by reporting to police
what they know about a crime while enjoying
the protection of anonymity. Second the
monetary rewards provide an incentive for
citizens to contact the police."
Metzner says the St. Louis Crimestoppers
hotline is manned 24 hours a day. "Once we receive a tip or information about a crime, we
investigate the lead, make arrests and
recommend reward payments to the Crimestoppers Board."
Lowell says the Crimestoppers Board provides organizational support, raises funds,
coordinates publicity, and approves and pays
rewards. "Having been in operation for only a
few months, we are still organizing and planning the development of the program," says
Lowell. "But already public interest has been
high and several local businesses have given
their financial support to the project. We have
set into motion a program to help police resolve those cases which have come to a dead
end. As the program continues to develop, and
as additional contributions are received, we
see it becoming a significant force to combat
crime in our city."
According to the St. Louis Police Department, 49,113 felony crimes were reported in
1985 in St. Louis. On a national level, 34.9
million crimes (more than one crime every
second of the day) were committed in 1985.
"We realize Crimestoppers is not the only
answer to solving society's crime problems,"
says Lowell. "However, we feel it is an excellent vehicle for focusing attention on serious
crimes and for encouraging civic participation in solving crimes."
St. Louis Crimestoppers is incorporated in
the State of Missouri and has filed with the
Federal government for tax exempt status as a
charitable organization. It is one of 600
Crimestoppers organizations operating in as
many communities in the United States. Since
the first Crimestoppers group was organized
in 1976 in Albuquerque, N.M., over 92,000
felonies have been solved and over $562
million recovered in narcotics and stolen
property.
The Skinker-DeBaliviere Community
Council voted to donate $100 toward this fund
at its January meeting.

• Drain & flush old coolant and
refill with up to 2 gallons
coolant-anti-freeze

51 855

AIR
CONDITIONING
TUNE-UP
Evacuate & recharge A/C
system with new freon, check
all belts & hoses.
$3795

$3900

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

531-2800
3422 Delmar—Since 1929

Central West End Dental

BRAKES $7900
Disc Brakes
Front

(per axle)

Gentle Family Dentistry

• Repack wheel bearings
• Inspect calipers
• New guaranteed pads
• Lubricate caliper anchor
Extra if necessary
• Metallic pads
• Resurface rotors

Drum Brakes

AMERICAN

BROKER'
ASSOCIATE

5000

Mechanics ABASE certified

STARTING
SYSTEM

After just four months of operation, St.
Louis Crimestoppers, a local crime-fighting
organization, announced today that a rewards
program for citizens who provide information
about crimes was responsible for 10 arrests
during 1986. The arrests were made for
crimes that included murder, narcotics deals
and thefts that recently occurred in the St.
Louis metropolitan area.
"Through the St. Louis Crimestoppers program, where informants can receive •up to
$1,000 in rewards and remain anonymous, the
St. Louis Police Department received a number of tips that led to the arrests," says Sgt.
Charles Metzner, of the St. Louis Police Department. "Though just in its infancy, the
Crimestoppers rewards program has already
helped police solve cases where few leads existed and where crimes appeared unsolvable."
Metzner said the non-profit organization
paid seven rewards since the Crimestoppers
program was started on August 18,1986.
"Participation in the St. Louis Crimestoppers group includes the St. Louis Police
Department, local media, and a Board of Directors," says Metzner, who serves as liaison
between the Police Department and the
Board. "The Crimestoppers Board of Directors includes local citizens interested in helping the police solve crimes that occur in
St. Louis." Among the Board members is
Skin ker-DeBaliviere resident Neville Vatcha.
Of the recent arrests made, four were in
conjunction with a murder that occurred on
the near south side of the city. "In addition,
photographs of fugitives printed in the South
Side Journal have resulted in several tips
from residents and subsequent arrests for
crimes of burglary, theft, and narcotics," says
Metzner.
According to Pete Lowell, chairman of the
Crimestoppers Board, any citizen can call the
Crimestoppers Hotline, 621-1999, with information about any crime. "A 'Crime-of-theWeek' is featured each Monday on KSDK
Channel 5's 'News at Noon' program and in

Res. 86245071

STATE
INSPECTIONS

6 Month or 6,000 Mile guarantee

Lead To Several
Key Arrests

Front or Rear
• Inspect wheel cylinders and
springs
• Inspect hydraulic system
• New guaranteed linings
• Readjust brakes

GENERAL PRACTICE
In Our 10th" Year

"WE TREAT PEOPLE...NOT JUST TEETH"
• ALL PHASES OF GENERAL DENTISTRY PROVIDED
• NITROUS OXIDE GAS
• EMERGENCY SERVICE

THOMAS A SWITZER D.D.S., P.C.
FRANCIS J. KUBIK D.D.S., ASSOC
100 N. EUCLID AT WEST PINE
DAYS - EVENINGS - SATURDAYS

NISI NKE

361-1003
• NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
• INSURANCE ACCEPTED

HWY 40
WHEEL GNAW Accessuu.i
FREE ATTACHED PARKING LOT
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Vicissitudes
January 31 was the St. Roch's. Progressive
Dinner. It was great to see so many neighbors
and friends. Mary Schmit and Delores Hoefel,
both of 6100 McPherson, did a wonderful job
of coordinating the evening. And what a delight to finish the night in the still-new splendor of St. Roch's Church Hall. Special kudos
go to Dr. Margaret Kinsella (6200 Westminster) who, along with her husband hosted a
large cocktail party, even though she had
rather seriously injured her knee the night
before. What a trouper! All the hosts and hostesses deserve a pat on the back. Rave reviews
were heard all around. How about some
Macho Menus from the men of the Progressive Dinner?
Karen and George Brown once again were
in town for the Progressive Dinner. Long-time
residents will remember Karen and George as
former residents on the 5800 block of Pershing. The Browns now reside in Jacksonville,
Florida, but like to return for the Progressive
Dinner and visit with old friends.
Katie and Paul Kurtz, 6000 Washington,
didn't make it to the Progressive Dinner.
Katie was in the hospital having given birth
early that morning to their son, Paul James,
who weighed six pounds, eight ounces. Katie
wins the "Knock on Wood Award" for the best
quotation of 1986. At a Memorial Day party
last spring — where there were a large number of children — Katie was heard to remark
that she wasn't sure she would ever be ready
for the role of motherhood. Even wood-knocking wouldn't have helped; by then little Jimmy
was on the way.
Baby boys are abounding in the neighborhood. Alexander Schiller was born to BrittMarie and Jerome Schiller. He weighed in at
seven pounds, one ounce. The Schillers live in
the 6100 block of McPherson.
Susan and David Fay, 6100 Kingsbury, are
the proud parents of identical twins, Colin and
Ian. The boys, weighing seven pounds, two
ounces and five pounds, twelve ounces respectively, were born on January 27. They are
the brothers of Miranda Fay, three. Unfortunately Jerry Berger scooped me on their story.
Torn Klevorn, 6100 Washington, recently returned from a business trip to Brazil. Tom
visited Campinas, Sao Paulo, Porto Alegre
and other sites on his trip to a South American summer. His wife Ginny claims he got his
great tan scouting scantily clad women on the
beach. Tom's not commenting. However, he
must be on a roll, because no sooner did he return from Brazil, than he was packing his
swim suit for California "sight-seeing."
Jean Eberle, a long-time resident until recently, has been made assistant to Margaret
Patterson on her Creative Aging Program,
which airs on KWMU (UMSL's station) on
Sundays from 7 to 8 p.m. Among other duties,
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Cahokia Mounds:

by Lisa Horner

Jean will be serving as an interviewer on the
show. Jean is special to the Times, having
served as one of the original staff. She is also
the mother of Tina Gerard of Westgate.
Congratulations to Hal and LuAnn Lansing
of 6200 Washington. The Lansings celebrated
their 25th wedding anniversary on February 9.
Also celebrating an anniversary were Florence and Henry Burgdorf. The Burgdorfs, 6100
Pershing, had their 52nd anniversary in January. They are the parents of Arline Webb.
Speaking of the Webbs, after a casual
invitation to join an adult-child bowling tournament at Brentwood Lanes last month,
Richard Webb and daughter Erica found
themselves qualified to participate at the
state finals in Columbia this month. Next stop
Washington, D.C.?
Unfortunately condolences must be extended to a few families. The neighborhood lost a
couple of great "grandparent" figures last
month. Helen Huffman, 6100 McPherson,
passed away. She is survived by Narnie Rosenthal, her sister, and Aaron Petty, her grandson. Roy Henry, a retired army sargeant and
caterer, will also be missed. He lived in 6100
Pershing. And on January 2, Avis Carlson,
long-time resident of the neighborhood,
passed away. Mrs. Carlson was active in community affairs and in recent years was a columnist for the Post-Dispatch.
The Cookie Party-fundraiser for the Times,
was held on February 13 at the home of Sandy
and Sue Rothschild. Guests were able to sample the prize winning cookies (as well as the
also-rans). Did you get your commemerative
mug? Call me (863-0947). to order one. Congrats to those who won the cookie contest, although many feel the judging was suspect.
Judges included Guy Phillips and Heather
Frampton of KY98, as well as "local celebrities." Marvin Nodiff's integrity as an honorary judge (he being the retiring cookie king)
is now under scrutiny since his wife, Marcia
Kerz, was one of the winners. And who knows
what makes Tom Hoerr feel qualified to judge.
He himself confided that he was unable to
choose his own mother's cookies in the last
contest. It was a fun night, however, and a
great way to earn much needed funds.
The poem New Year's Eve Letter to
Friends, by David Clewell, 6100 Pershing,
was the cover feature of Here & Now, a
Webster University newsletter. In addition
to being a published poet, David is an assistant professor of literature and language at
Webster.
Don't forget the St. Pat's Party at St. Roch
on March 14. With a new format, including a
follies and dancing, it promises to be a fun
evening. See related article in this issue for
more information.

North America's Oldest
Urban Center
by Ray Breun
One of the major international efforts of the
past ten years has been the international heritage movement. Its purpose has been to point
out those locations which demonstrate the
important and unique features inherently understood by any culture and which need preservation in order to keep cultural continuity
in place.
There are only two such sites in the United
States. Yellowstone National Park is one of
the two, due to its unique geological characteristics and what these have meant to the native American Indian culture as well as the
now dominant American society. The second
international heritage site is Cahokia Mounds.
The significance and uniqueness of the
mounds and the Mississippian Indians who
built them is hard to put into words. We are
so used to generating awe over the great
ruined cities of the Ancient Near East, Egypt,
Greece, and Rome that the idea of a city in
ruins in our own front yard seems foreign (all
puns intended).
The ancient Mississippian urban center,
now a part of the metropolitan area of St.
Louis, goes back over 1000 years. This makes
St. Louis the longest, virtually continuous existing urban center on the North American
continent, if not in the entire western hemisphere. The city the Indians built here, along
with the numerous suburbs which supplied
food, coal, lumber, and men for its armies, was
the stronghold of a society militant in character and huge in its domain. At its height, about
1250 A.D., it controlled the entire Mississippi
valley. Armies would march every spring after
the planting, check the frontiers, and bring in
tributes. The society's art included pieces

from Mexico and the Pacific coast; food included shell fish from the Gulf of Mexico. Its
hunters brought herds of animals to be butchered for sale in market places. The religious
ceremonies were gigantic, and astronomical
knowledge generated three large star instruments, called woodhenges on the analogy
with Stonehenge in England. Posts put in the
central locations of these instruments will accurately measure the occurence of the winter
and summer solstices as well as the vernal
and autumnal equinoxes.
A walk on the grounds of the Cahokia
Mounds in the fall and winter recalls the character of the urban center built there a millenium ago. With all the leaves off the trees,
the dimensions of the city are clearly seen.
There are plans to take virtually all the trees
to return the area to what the Indians made of
it. In the winter, with the trees bare, the size of
the city emerges. Standing on top of the central religious mound on the level where the
major temples and priest residences were, a
visitor can see what a magnificent area it
must bave been. Unlike the stone ruins of
Mediterranean cultures, the Indians built like
the northern Europeans — out of wood and
fiber. Nature took all of that back after the society faded away in the sixteenth century about the same time the Europeans were first
canoeing from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico
on the highway of the Indian nation, the Mississippi River. St. Louis is lucky to have such a
significant area in its list of cultural
strengths. The plans for the new museum at
Cahokia suggest it will be more available for
appreciating visitors by the next decade than
it is now

Blueberry dill

MILLION DOLLAR CLUB MEMBER

9‘ Nostalgic Restaurant & Pub
En fro, a full menu —
famous Inngers„coups. salads
& sandwiches, and .
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Juke Box in SI. Louis!
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PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Even if
it's your first restoration,
it's not ours.
We've done it before.
In DeBaliviere
Place. In Lafayette
Square. In Soulard.
And in Hyde Park.
So when it
comes to lending
money for

Dr. Joseph R. Hookey,
Pastor

purchasing a restored home
or for your own
restoration work, we
have the experience
to do it right, and
the flexibility to do it
right for you. Call us
today at 425-3760.
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BANK
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SDCC Poster Donated To Steinberg Rink

by Karen Bynum

The January-February meeting of the
Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council was
held on January 26 at. the Council offices. In
attendance were Rosedale representatives
Hoerr Dowgwillo, Vatcha, Klevorn; St.. Roch's
representative Fox; Grace Methodist representative Wobus; Delmar Baptist representatives Hayes; Alderman McGuire, at-large
member Eddie Sanders, and visitor Dudley
Grove from United Way.
Several important items were on the
agenda for Council approval or action. First,
Ms. Dudley Grove presented the members
with an opportunity to participate in a workshop on boardsmanship which she would
coordinate to the needs and wishes of our
Council members. The members of the Council identified issues of concern to them in their
functioning as board members. These included communications, involving diverse
populations, and public conceptions and misconceptions of SDCC. Later the members will
meet on two evenings for• workshop and training in these areas.
Safety: Neville Vatcha reported that posters advertising the phone number of an organization which pays rewards for information leading to arrests will be placed in public
areas of the neighborhood. This organization,
Crimestoppers, is a local nonprofit. group
funded privately and affiliated with the national Crimestoppers organization. Georgie
Fox moved that the Council donate $100 from
the Loretta Rhinehart Fund toward these rewards. This motion passed.
Problem Properties: Dan McGuire reported that three lots along Des Peres (the old
Tot Lot, the former Sunoco station, and the
former leasing company lot) are being turned
over to the city which will plant and maintain
them as "pocket parks." Two of the lots need
to be graded to discourage parking.
The Rosedale Living properties are 'blighted and plans are presently being filed by
Mead-McClellan to redevelop these buildings.
The building at the corner of Westminster
and Skinker, formerly a group home for disabled, has been sold. The new owner is renovating the property for use as offices, including a computer software business.
Home Improvement Loans: The proposal
to Citicorp for funds to support a revolving
loan program has been formally submitted.
This fund will make home improvement loans
available at below-market-rate interest to
owner occupants of one- and two-family
structures. The proposal concentrates loans
on a target block. As loans are repaid and additional funds are raised, loans would be
made available on a second target block, etc.
Alderman McGuire suggested that if and
when the Council begins to actually make the
loans, a block be chosen which is not currently covered by Operation Impact low- and
moderate-income loan programs.
Directors Report: Nancy Farmer asked
the Council if it was interested in submitting
a proposal to SLATE to provide employment
for the summer for 8 to 10 area youths. Ginny
Klevorn moved to submit the application. It
was passed.
The Council then considered the description of the cultural events which are under
consideration for funding from the Arts
Council. Included are both a fall and spring
outdoor concert series, perhaps moving to
various park sites in the Council service area;
community theatre; readers' theatre; Christmas walk/house tour; and Mardi Gras concert. The application is asking for $24,000 to
support these events.

Excellent weather and a good crowd on the occasion of the annual neighborhood
"Evening on Ice" Feb. 21 provided the setting for the kick-off of a new project at Steinberg Skating Rink in Forest Park. The project, sponsored by the Friends of Steinberg,
is two-fold: to decorate the interior of the rink with posters from various city neighborhoods and to reach out to the neighborhoods, making them feel that Steinberg is
THEIR city skating rink. The Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council was the first
neighborhood organization to donate a poster at a brief ceremony on the 21st. Pictured
above are (from left): Nancy Farmer, SDCC's Executive Director; Marsha Leonatti,
President-elect of the Friends of Steinberg; and Tom Zobel, rink manager and President
of T.L. Zobel, Inc.

From The Mayor's Desk

Photo by King Schoenfeld

Library News:
What The Kiosk
Can Do For You

by Vincent C. Schoemehl, Jr.
by Barbara Murphy, Librarian
Cabanne Branch Library
- On April 7 1987, voters of the City of St.
Louis will consider an amendment to the
City's Charter which, if approved, would
greatly impact the operation of city government. The amendment mandates a timeframe
in which the City's operating budget must be
approved. The Charter amendment requires
that the City's operating budget be approved
by May 1, the beginning of the fiscal year
Under the amendment, the City's Board of
Estimate and Apportionment, consisting of
the Comptroller, President of the Board of
Aldermen and myself, must submit the City's
operating budget to the Board of Aldermen at
least 60 days before the beginning of the fiscal
year. The Board of Aldermen must approve
the budget before May 1, the beginning of the
fiscal year. In. the event the Board of Aldermen
has not approved the budget by the May 1
deadline, the budget is automatically approved. In either case, the City will begin the
fiscal year with an adpted operating budget.

The Council then voted to have the executive director send two letters of endorsement.
People's Clinic is putting together their grant
proposal and needs a letter of neighborhood
support. Also, Operation Brightside is trying
to promote Operation Blitz to receive a
$20,000 prize as an urban beautification project. The Council supported both of these
endeavors.
New Business: CORO Foundation is underaking a project concerning city regulations forliquor licenses. A survey was sent to
the Council for its reactions. Members agreed
in the main to support more restrictive and
measurable requirements.
St. Roch's Parish Council sent a letter to the
SDCC stating that it wants to facilitate programs to aid the needy and elderly in our area.
The letter asked SDCC to consider ways in
which it would cooperate with local churches
in providing services to these segments of
our population.

Of the major cities in the nation, St. Louis is
one of two cities that has not instituted a formal timetable or structure pertaining to the
budgetary process. Since such a timetable is
not utilized, the budgetary process often extends into the current fiscal year. As a result
of the delays by the Ways and Means Committee, the current year's budget was not
approved until 6 months into the fiscal year.
Delaying the budgetary process is not only fiscally irresponsible but has greatly impacted
the delivery of city services.
If the budget is not approved by the beginning of the fiscal year, legislation is required
so that departments can continue to operate.
However, departments must maintain expenditures at the level of the previous fiscal
year. Due to the uncertainty of available funding, contracts cannot be executed and new
projects must be postponed. This results in
increased costs and lost opportunities. Additional adrriinistratiye expenses are also incurred by delays in the budgetary process.
The constant revision of the budget document
requires that administrators focus attention
on the current year's budget rather than planning and forecasting for the coming year. Instead of a guide to anticipated revenues and
expenditures, the budgetary process has become strictly an accounting exercise.
Of greater impact, the City's bond rating is
also affected by the lack of a formalized
budgetary timetable. The City's bond rating is
Baa or the lowest investment grade rating.
This means that the City has to pay higher interest costs and higher bond insurance rates
to borrow money. Since rating agencies consider the budget an expression of administrative capability, it is essential that the City
institute sound, financial planning measures.
Instituting a specific timeframe would promote efficiency as well as fiscal control in the
budgetary process. In order to adopt the Charter amendment, approval of 60% of the voters
is required. It is imperative to the financial
future of our City that the amendment be
adopted.

This month introduces a change in the
library column offered by The Times. As an
experiment, the content of the articles will
focus on the various services available
through the Kingsbury Kiosk, its homebase the Cabanne Branch Library, the St. Louis
Public Library System and ultimately, the
Library Network.
Size, technology, and time are the three factors involved in providing service to our patronage. Primarily, the Kingsbury Kiosk with
its librarian, Mary Ann Shickman, should be
considered a conduit to the St. Louis Public
Library System. The Kiosk's size precludes it
from being more than key to the systems
entry-way.
In today's society, even larger collections
must seek outside sources to fulfill patrons'
requests. Therefore, the Kingsbury Kiosk uses
technology to answer loyal patrons' needs.
The telephone and the data base are the
Kiosk's lifeline to the information system.
Available at the Kingsbury Kiosk is an on-line
data base which can be called upon to search
by exact title the holdings of the entire citywide collection. If an author, title, or subject
search is necessary, there is the microfiche
catalog that is accessible in the Kiosk. If a
patron has a correct title, the library system
has the ability to search through the City, the
region, and the network libraries and to have
the material delivered to the nearest branch
library. Of course, the more detailed the
search, the longer the time-frame involved in
the search and retrieval of the desired information. I would encourage patrons, who don't
have time to stop and browse, or desire a particular piece of writing, to call the Kingsbury
Kiosk, 726-2653. The patron will either be
placed on RESERVE if the material is in circulation, On an ON ORDER waiting list, or
told to come in and pick up the material that
day or the next. Again, transportation time is
a factor in retrieval from other locations.
More, next column, on the information the
patron-wants.
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In Your Ear
by Tom Hoerr
The note from my secretary was simple:
"Robin Hynes called. He said it's important"
and was followed by a phone number.
"Robin Hynes?" I asked myself. "I only
know one Robin Hynes and he's a guy I went
to college with." I thought about when the last
time was that I had spoken with him and, if
my memory was right, it was around 1975.
"Robin Hynes? Why in the world is he calling
me? Maybe it's not the same Robin Hynes,"
I thought.
I called the number and, sure enough, it
was the same Robin Hynes.
"Hi, Tommy," he said. "I'm sorry to call you
so late, but a bunch of us that went to school
together are going to meet for dinner and a
beer tomorrow night and I thought you'd like
to join us."
It was fascinating to hear him talk. As I
said, I hadn't seen or talked to Robin for over
a decade and split-second visions of the fun
we had together kept popping through my
head during the time he spoke. I remembered
Robin on athletic fields — softball, basketball,
football — always intent, always good but
never as good as he saw himself, and always
with stories later that made life seem better
than it really was.
"What in the world is prompting you to do
this?" I asked, still somewhat overwhelmed
by the notion.
"Oh, I don't know, I just thought it would be
fun," he said. "You know," he continued, "some
of us still play ball together on Thursday
nights — we're playing indoor softball now but then there are some people I haven't seen
lately, like you, so I thought, 'why not?"
Perhaps my funniest memory of Robin is
around 1971. A group of us used to meet on
Sunday mornings to play what we called "concrete hockey." We'd play on a space used as a
parking lot during the week. It was behind an
insurance agency and under the building so it
was covered and, while not well-lit, it served
our purpose just fine. We'd divide into teams
of three or four and play hockey with a plastic
puck; no slap-shots, of course. Anyway, once
Robin showed up wearing his old army pants.
"Holy cow," I said, "you've been out of the
army for six years now and your pants still fit.
That's amazing!" Robin grinned kind of
sheepishly and pulled up his sweatshirt. It
seems that instead of having a zipper on the
fly of his pants, there were six buttons. Robin
was only able to button the bottom one of
them. With his shirt up it was obvious that he
had been poured in to his pants and had for',gotten to say "when!" All of us laughed and
laughed over that one.
"Well, who all is coming?" I asked.
"Oh, the usual, y'know. Jim Schibig, Joe
Moehl, Gary Custer, Paul Prifti, Marty Oberman — remember him? — Big Mike and me!"
"Big Mike!" I roared and immediately began
laughing. Now Big Mike was a real trip. He
really was BIG Mike, he must've been 6'3" and
240 pounds when I knew him way back in
high school. After football practice, he'd pile
eight or nine of us in his car, an old grey and
blue Ford, and charge us 254 for a ride home.
Once, leaving Velvet Freeze after malts and
Diet-Rite sodas, we backed into a light standard and from then on the rear bumper and
trunk had a huge V-dent. Big Mike could never
get the trunk open after that and he blamed
the accident for his bad report card. It seems
that several of his textbooks, history and
biology for sure, were in the trunk at the time
of the accident, so he couldn't study them
after that.
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"What's Big Mike doing these days?"
I asked.
"Beats me," said Robin. "I have no idea
what he's doing. I'm not sure he knows what
he's doing!"
"Well, what are the details about tomorrow
night?" I asked, suddenly feeling old and a
little awkward.
"Simple, we're meeting at 7 at Gamberiti's
on the Hill. IIt’s just west of Rigazzi's — I know
you remember Rigazzi's," Hynes laughed. "It'll
be fun."
"I'll try to make it," I said and hung up the
phone. But I wasn't at all sure that I would try
to make it. After all, I intentionally avoided all
of my high school and college reunions. I always figure that if I haven't seen people in 10
years, why bother now? No, I thought, this is
one that I can miss.
During the day, though, several times I
found myself thinking about Schibig and
Hynes and Prifti and Big Mike and wondering
what they were all doing and what they were
like now Schibig, I had just heard, is now a
principal in the Mehlville School District. I assumed that Hynes was still selling insurance
and I knew that Prifti had formed his own
construction company. And Big Mike? Robin
was right, no telling what Big Mike was doing.
I remember once, in college, going to a restaurant after a basketball game and sitting
next to Schibig. Schibig was the world's alltime nice guy, but he would get embarrassed
rather easily. Somehow I would up getting
everyone, there must have been a dozen of us
all sitting at a big table, to pass their unused
silverware to me. I managed to stick it in one
of the pockets of Jim's sports coat without
him knowing it. Sure enough, the timing was
perfect! We paid the bill and Jim got up to
leave with the waiter standing next to him.
The silverware made a clanking noise and
some of it began to fall from Jim's coat. The
waiter heard the noise and looked at Jim, only
to see the silverware sticking out of the pocket. -Jim reached down to see what it was and
all of the rest of the silverware, there must
have been 15 pieces, fell onto the floor. ,Jim got
very red in the face, which, of course, only
served to further convince the waiter that this
was an attempted theft! Only our laughter
saved poor Jim.
Yeah, the more I thought about it, the more
I realized that I would like to see these guys.
"I'll go just for a bit," I thought.
The next day I awakened thinking of the
evening meeting and looking forward to it.
I caught myself picking out my clothes for the
day with the thought that I'd be wearing them
for the meeting. That really surprised me.
"Why," I wondered, "should it matter to me
how I look tonight? After all, this is neither a
date nor a job interview." Still, I made sure
that my flowered tie went with my checkered
shirt and plaid sports coat.
Well, that was a couple of weeks ago. I went
and the evening was — how can I put it? "interesting." Schibig (who likes being a principal) was there, along with Marty (who owns
a cheese distributorship), Gary (who works
for Fontbonne), and Joe (who teaches). Prifti
didn't show and neither did Big Mike. Hynes
still sells insurance.
While driving over, I wondered what we'd
find to talk about. My hunch was that we'd
talk about people and, sure enough, I was
right. The conversation reminded me a bit of
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the sports trivia shows that you hear on the
radio. Only instead of someone saying, "What
ever happened to Orlando Cepeda?" we were
saying, "What ever happened to Rita
Slazinik?" and "Has anyone heard from Jim
McCann?" and "Did you know that Carl Seitz
and Nancy Warren got divorced and that she
married Louie Jonas?" "Not Louie Jonas!"
someone would cry, and we'd all laugh, only to
be followed with someone else saying, "but
that's o.k., Carl later remarried Phyllis— remember her, the one who always chewed
gum? — and has three kids."
It was fun hearing what's happened to
everyone. There were only a few of us at the
dinner, and I couldn't contribute much, but
the rest of the guys were like a walking
encyclopedia of trivia about ex-classmates.
Someone knew something about everyone
mentioned.
Unscientific as it may be, there are a couple
of generalities that can be made about all of
these folks. First; the number that remain
married to -the original partners is less than
the number that are not. I guess I'm getting a
bit jaundiced in my old age, but that didn't
surprise me. Heck, I never thought that Carl
and Nancy were a good pair.
Second, it's amazing how'many people have
switched not just jobs, but careers. Most of
these folks started out as teachers, but few
are still in education. There's a message here!
Third, talking about the experiences and
reliving old victories and defeats, on and off
the athletic field, is a lot more fun than actually experiencing them was in real life. Hynes is
a great storyteller and he can make everything a good memory. His great tales almost
make up for his lack of validity: the girls
weren't that cute and he certainly wasn't that
great of an athlete, and I really didn't cut that
many classes, but he's fun to hear.
Finally, I was struck with how easy and
comfortable I felt with these guys after ten to
fifteen years. It was as if we hadn't talked for
a month, not a decade. Maybe it's because we
had been so close, but we didn't posture or try

to impress one another. Kind of sad, though,
we also didn't talk at all about the present, the
future, or how we think about "things," like
what we think about life. Our conversation
was limited to retelling old stories that we all
liked and gossiping about the other actors in
our sagas.
The evening went by fairly quickly and as
we left, Robin said, "This was fun. Let's try to
do it in a month or so. I'll give you a call."
"Sure," I responded. "Let me know." But I'm
really not sure that I'll attend. In a way it was
more — and less — than I expected. I wonder
if anyone else picked out their clothes that
morning?
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