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Martin Luther King
Commemoration
January 19
by Lana Stein

Best Wishes tor the Holidays! May your New Year -be-s-safe,
healthy, and happy one.
...From your neighbors at the Times of Skinker DeBaliviere

On January 19. 1992. the Skinker
DeBaliviere Community Council will cosponsor a Dr. Martin Luther King
commemoration to honor Dr. King's
work and his philosophy of nonviolence.
New City School and Grace and Peace
Fellowship join the SDCC as sponsors of
this event.
Dr. King died tragically over 23 years
ago. Today the nation sadly misses his
focus on nonviolent social change and
the moral force he brought to bear on
national issues. As violence increases in
our city. this commemoration will
attempt to focus on a different way of
dealing with inequity and injustice.
The program will begin at 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday, January 10 in the Grace and
Peace sanctuary, 5574 Delmar at Clara.
Diagonal parking will be available in front
of the church with additional parking at
the east lot of Regional Hospital.
Dr. Thomas Hoerr, director on New
City School, will emcee the event. The
keynote speaker will be Raymond

Staples. Staples, a native of Birmingham,
Alabama, is senior class president at
Washington University and student
representative to the University Board of
Trustees, He is also the past president of
the Black Students Association at
Washington University. Staples will
speak on the topic "Beyond Race.
Religion, and Politics."
Andre Bush, a fine local vocalist, will
sing several numbers. In addition, New
City students from the upper grades will
perform an interpretive dance and 1st
graders will provide their reflections on
King's career. To close the program,
Rabbi Susan Talve of the Central Reform
Congregation will give the benediction. A
reception for everyone, with light
refreshments, will follow in the church's
social hall.
The SDCC, New City School, and
Grace and Peace invite all residents of
the Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood
and their friends to attend this program.

Head Start Program Planned
At New Cote Brilliante
The New Cote Brilliante Church of
God is pursuing plans to operate a Head
Start program in their facility at 6195
Washington. New Cote Brilliante
acquired this building from Delmar
Baptist Church last summer.
Head Start is a federally funded
preschool program for children between
the ages of 3.1/2 and 5-1/2 years old. The
program is offered free of charge for low
income families. Since its inception in
1965, Head Start has been a
comprehensive child development
program with four major components:
education. health services, parental
involvement and social services.
The program at New Cote Brilliants
will be half-day; 20 students will be

enrolled in a morning session that
operates 8:00 • 11:30 amt, and a different
group of 20 students will be enrolled in an
afternoon session that operates 12:30 4:30 p.m. The Church. Head Start
administrators and the Skinker
DeBaliviere Community Council have
agreed to work together to ensure that
neighborhood children will be served
first by the program at this location.
Ilead Start officials plan to open the
program at New Cote Brilliant(' after the
first of year; enrollment is open now. For
more information or to enroll a child, call
652-5100. ex.270 and talk to Ms. Hence
Joyner. or. call the SDCC 862-5122.

YOU'RE INVITED!
WHO:
WHAT:
WHERE:
WHEN:
WHY:
HOW:

ANYONE IN SKINKER DEBALIVIERE
CHRISTMAS CAROLING
YOUR BLOCK
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
OR ANY DATE BEFORE JANUARY 6
TO HAVE FUN AND
TO BENEFIT 75 St LOUIS CHARITIES
CONTACT NANCY FARMER AT 862-5122
FOR SONGBOOKS, DOOR BELL HANGERS
AND COLLECTION CANNISTERS

Visitors at a past Dr. Martin Luther King Commemoration listened to speakers and singing.

Blueberry Hill Window:
Happy Birthday!
Blueberry Hill's special display
window at Westgate and Delmar will
feature its annual Dr. Martin Luther
IGng, Jr. window display in January. The
title is "Happy Birthday, Martin!" and it
features six very young children (dolls)
celebrating Dr. King's birthday.
The children are black and white and
in their youthful acceptance (as opposed

to taught prejudices) epitomize part of
Dr. King's dream. The entire set
revolves slowly to gently add movement
and vibrancy to the scene.
The display will be visible from the
sidewalk 24 hoUrs a day from January 15
to January 28. 1992.
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Skinker DeBaliviere
Becomes Housing
Conservation District

Thank You...
The Times gratefully acknowledges the generous gifts from the following
people:
Sandy and Sue Rothschild
Daniel Schesch
Renni Shuter
Jesse and Marian Simms
Frances Stadler
Dan Shea and Kathleen Williams

Ken and Kate Anderson
James and Betty Dunlap
Irene Geer
Frederick and Judith Giraud
Sam and Lou Green
Barrett Toan and Polly O'Brien
George and Edna Paul
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An ordinance that establishes the
Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood as a
Housing Conservation District was
passed by the Board of Aldermen and
signed into law by the Mayor late last
month. The Ordinance declares the
Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood a
Housing Conservation District effective
January 1, 1992. The boundaries of this
district are: Forest Park Parkway (south),
Skinker (west), Delmar (north) from
Skinker east to Hamilton, Hamilton south
to Washington (5800), Washington east
to laurel, laurel south to the center of
McPherson (5700), McPherson east to
DeBaliviere. (The south sides of 5700
McPherson & 5800 Washington are
included in the district, the north sides of
these two blocks are not.)
As previously reported in the Times
and discussed at various neighborhood
meetings, Housing Conservation Districts
are a tool for the city, and neighborhoods,

Letter To The Editor
Dear Editor,
We have noticed with interest the start of construction on the vacant lot at 6001
Lindell (at DesPeres). It is our understanding that Mike Faille. owner of Talayna's
Restaurant, is building a residence for himself comparable in scale and detail to
some of the grandest homes in the city or county.
We have no objection whatsoever to the construction itself, which will only add
to one of St. Louis' most impressive residential areas. The burning question for us
is: why is the building that Talayna's Restaurant occupies at the corner of Skinker
and Forest Park Parkway allowed to deteriorate in the most blatant manner, while
Faille's personal palace rises less than a mile away?
The estimated cost of construction for Faille's new residence on Lindell is over
One Million Dollars. A fraction of that amount could finance restoration of the
Albert Building (Talayna's) and this prominent landmark structure could again
contribute to the historic beauty and integrity of our neighborhood.
It is more than an aggravation to us that Mr. Faille made a substantial
investment in planning his new home to meet the design and construction
standards of City Building Codes and the local historic district ordinance, while he
had repeatedly violated these standards with alterations to the Albert Building: e.g.
exterior lights, signs, window replacements, etc.
The Forest Park Parkway — Skinker Blvd. intersection carries travelers from
the county into the City and points east, to the stately, tree-lined Parkview
subdivision, to the historic Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood, to the thriving
Delmar Loop, to Forest Park and the area's most treasured institutions, and to the
campus of the prestigious Washington University. These neighborhoods,
institutions and our City deserve a more worthy entrance marker than the Albert
Building in its current, pathetic condition.
We congratulate Mr. Faille on the construction of his new home and we are
delighted that he selected a site in the City and our neighborhood for this sizable
investment. We hope that Mr. Faille will extend his commitment to architectural
integrity and quality construction from his new home on Lindell to the Albert
Building on Skinker at Forest Park Parkway. Both buildings could, and should, be
sources of pride for Mr. Faille and his neighbors.

to use in preserving the quality of
housing and preventing deterioration.
Alderman Dan McGuire, 28th Ward,
introduced the Board Bill to establish
Skinker DeBaliviere as a district at the
request of the Skinker DeBaliviere
Community Council (SDCC). the
SDCC/ConSery Planning committee and
several of its constituent subcommittees,
and the Skinker DeBaliviere Housing
Corporation.
After January 1, 1992, residential units
within the Skinker DeBaliviere district
boundaries will be required to have a Certificate of Inspection (COD when:
1)a residential building is sold, or
2) when there is a change in tenants in
any residential unit.
If you have questions about the
Housing Conservation District program,
please call the SDCC. 862-5122 or the
Building Division at 622-3352.

Sincerely,

Concerned Skinker DeBoliviere Neighbors
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Display Advertising:
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Guidelines for Submitting Copy
The Times welcomes unsolicited articles and letters. Because of the small size and volunteer nature of the writing staff, the quality and range of The Times has always depended in large
part on submissions from norietaff area residents.
All material—articles, letters, notices, classified ads—must be typewritten on opaque paper,
double-spaced, and signed. Signature on correspondence to the editor may, on publication, be
omitted by request. Calendar listings should be phoned or mailed to the staff member responsible for the Calendar of Events. Deadline for all copy is the 20th-of the month.
In a news article it is essential than* writer state the most important information in the
first paragraph. The writer is responsible for the accuracy of data, including times, dates, locations and particularly the spelling of names.
Any pictures or illustrations submitted should be in black and white.
The editor retains the right to omit or alter any material.
Send all correspondence to 6010 Kingsbury, 63112. Deadline: 20th of the month.

Off. 3674100
RES. 063-0220

HAPPY TACO
6917.12c-Iniar
...S.
862-8066
AULtaffr Ail Natural
Merriam Cu/aloe

RENNI SHUTER, GRI
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
neLoomoN SIDaTALIST

ADOLPH K. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
4555 FOREST PARK
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63106
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Winter Calendar
Continuing
The Gallery of the University City Public library. 6701 Delmar features
photographs by Clinton Imboden. Jr. and Cindy Wrobel. On display
through December 30.
Craft Alliance Gallery Annual Holiday Show continues through December
24. Features objects in clay, glass, wood, jewelry, and fiber. Also
unique holiday ornaments. 6640 Delmar.
December
10 Elliot Eisner, Professor of Education & An at Stanford University. gives a
lecture about The Arts In General Education: A Message for School
Professionals; Art Museum; 4:30 p.m. Free.
Interior Textiles: New Design in the Age of Industry - This exhibition of
textiles, furniture, ceramics in the late 19th and early 20th century;
Art Museum, Gallery 100. Thm April 19.
13
Marilyn Monroe, Betty Grable, Lauren Bacall in the 1953 film - How To
Many A Millionaire - at the St. Louis An Museum auditorium: 1:30.
7:00 & 9:15 P.M.; $3, Seniors & students $2.
28th Ward Regular Democrats holiday party, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 17th floor,
Portland Towers. See related article.
St. Louis Art Museum presents - The Lincoln High School Jazz Combo
under the direction of Ron Caner, 6 - 8 P.M.
14
Children' Program: Victorian Holidays - Children decorate a Christmas
tree in the Victorian manner and participate in Hanukkah games.
History Museum. 10:30 am. Free.
15 The Statute of liberty (1985 film), explores the history of the statue and
the meaning of liberty itself, by Ken Burns: St. Louis Art Museum,
2:30 KM. Free.
0 Magnum Mysterium. featuring Daniel Pinkham's Christmas Cantata.
Grace United Methodist Church, 4:30 p.m. Free.
17
All That Jazz - (film): with Roy Scheider, Jessica Lange. Ben Yemen; St.
Louis An Museum Auditorium: 5:30 & 8:00 P.M.; $3: $2 senior
citizens & students.
20 The Kim Portnoy Trio performs at St. Louis Art Museum. St. Louis
composer, arranger and jazz pianist IGm Portnoy joins Rick Vice on
bass and Clarence Newell on drums. 6 - 8 P.M.
Some Like It Hot (film), staning Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis and Marilyn
Monroe. An Museum Auditorium. 1:30, 7 & 9:15 p.m., $3.
22
Laclede Quartet Holiday Concert - Family concert continues fall series
and features holiday favorites for strings. History Museum. 2:00
p.m. Free.
Eliot Porter's World (film), shows development of renowned photographer. Art Museum. 2:30 and 3:30 p.m., Auditorium.
St. Louis Christmas Carolers Association carols in Skinker
DeBaliviere, See related article.
25 Happy Holidays to all from the Tune of Skinker DeBaliviere!
27
Singleton Palmer and his Dixieland Six performs at the St. Louis An
Museum's Jazz program. 6 - 8 P.M.
The Misfits (film), with Clark Gable, Montgomery Clift and Marilyn
Monroe. An Museum Auditorium, 1:30, 7 & 9:15 p.m. $3, $2 for
students and senior citizens. $1 for Friends.
Fantasia (film), Walt Disney's epic of animation. Art Museum Auditorium.
29
2:30 p.m.
January
6
15

17

19

24

Sldnker DeBaliviere Community Council meeting. 6010 Kingsbury,
7:30 p.m. Call 862-5122 to confirm date.
Blueberry Hill features special window display, "Happy Birthday, Martin!",
honoring Dr. Martin Luther Ling. 6504 Delmar, through January 28.
Edison Theater "Stage Left" Series presents Guy Klucevsek's All
American Program. Mallinckrodt Center Drama Studio at
Washington University. 8:00 p.m., $10. Also January 19.
Dr. Martin Luther King Commemoration sponsored by SDCC, New
City School, and Grace and Peace Fellowship. 3:00 p.m.. Grace
and Peace Church, Delmar and Clara. Sec front page story.
Edison Theatre at Washington University "Ovations! for Young People"
series presents Columbus! by Theatreworks/USA. 2:00 pm. Tickets
are $7.
Edison Theater at Washington University presents the Pilobolus Dance
Theater. Also Jan. 25 and 26. Call 9356543 for information.
Daniel Boone and the Myth of Manifest Destiny. Washington U. Gallery of
Art, Steinberg Hall. Free. Through March 29.

KINGSDURY
ANIMAL
HOSPITAL
420 N. Skinker (at Kingsbury)
Stephen A. Brammeier DVM
Mary Ann Bolser DVM
Full Service Grooming Available
Hours By Appointment
9-6:30 Mon.-Thurs.
9-4:30 Fri.
10-2 Sat.
7214251

COLONIAL
RUG CO.
6191 Delmar
Complete Floor Service
Remnants Always
in Stock

Bill Schiller
726-3281
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Recycling Committee
Suggests
Curbside Program
by Andy Cross Chairman,
SDCC Recycling Committee
Have you ever said to yourself. "I'd like
to make the world a better place, but I
don't know how?" One way you can start
is by recycling at home, work or school.
Recycling is the process of reusing the
things that we usually discard. Instead of
throwing things out we can clean, scrap
and recreate useful products. This helps
decrease the loads of garbage we now
have, fights pollution, saves energy and
money, and preserves the Earth.
Our landfills are quickly running out of
space to hold all of the garbage we
produce. Most of this waste can be
recycled. Currently, the most popular
products to collect and recycle are:
newspaper, aluminum and steel cans.
plastic jugs and glass. These can be
taken to nearby reclamation centers or
you can contract for a 'curb side pickup"
program that will haul away these and
other recyclable goods for a small fee.
The Skinker DeBaliviere Community
Council Recycling Committee has met
with Jerry Witter several times. Witter
operates a private curbside recycling
program, EARTHCIRCLE RECYCLING,
which committee members have deemed
to be very reasonable. This program will
pick up recyclable goods at the curb in
front of your home on a regular basis for
a small monthly fee. EARTHCIRCLE will
pick up the usual recyclables as well as
some other products which must be
carried to remote reclamation sites.
Witter offers a `volume discount: the
more people who contract for his services on a city block, the lower the cost
per household. Please see the flyer
enclosed in this month's Times for more
information, or call Jerry Witter, 6443247.

If you would like to carry recyclable
goods to reclamation centers yourself,
some nearby sites are available:
Jefferson Smurfit Corp. has two
locations. 3514 S. Big Bend and,
downtown at 600 Biddle St. Jefferson
Smurfit accepts office paper, newspaper,
computer paper, cardboard, steel cans•
aluminum cans, two-liter plastic bottles,
plastic milk jugs and glass. All containers
should have lids removed and bottles
should be separated by color (clear,
green and brown). Their hours are 7 am
- 3 p.m., Monday through Friday and 811:30 a.m. Saturdays. For more
information call 231-1576.,
Circus Recycling Center is located at
1660 S. Kingshighway just north of
Highway 44. Circus accepts aluminum
cans, newspaper and glass (lids removed.
separated by color). Call 776- 0600 for
information and hours.
If you choose to recycle nothing else.
please consider keeping your aluminum
cans separate from other refuse. Place
your bag (recyclable plastic or paper) of
cans in the alley near your dumpster:
several individuals patrol our alleys
looking for aluminum to recycle. Your
bag will probably be picked up within a
day.
The Recycling Committee has, as part
of its mission, a commitment to
educating neighborhood residents about
recycling. Watch the limes for additional
articles in the coming months. If you
would like to get involved in the
committee, please call Nancy Fanner at
the SDCC office, 862.5122.

The St. Louis Attitude
Opens At Sheldon
An original stage play, The St. Louis
Attitude, by Angela da Salva about Black
life in the Gay 90's St. Louis will open at
the Sheldon Concert Hall. Friday.
December 13th. This is a factual
historical account of/two of America's
most enduring folk legends • only they
aren't myth, as many suppose, but fact.
The play takes place at a time when
St. Louis was considered the wild wild
west. A 15 block area of St Louis known
as the Chestnut Valley gave America and
the world the music they listened to and
the dances they danced ... and the
sporting style of dress that became
renowned in the west by Bat Masterson
and Diamond III.

Songwriter W. C. Handy immortalized
the dark dusty beauties with their store
bought hair and diamond rings in the
"St. Louis Blues." The St. Louis Attitude
artfully recreates that time and era and
takes you into the truth of Frankie and
Johnny...and the infamous Babe•
Conners.
Featured are performances by Denise
Thimes, Celeste Mikell, and Peggy
Harris. The stage play is by Angela da
Silva. direction by Harry Kumke. musical
direction by Steven Malloy.
Ticket prices are $15.50 and $13.50.
For more information call Cathy
Gallagher at 351.2513. ,

Winter Session Begins
At Craft Alliance
Registration begins December 16 at
Craft Alliance for the Winter session of
art classes for adults and for children
ages 3 - 15. Classes are offered January 6
- April 4. in six week sessions for children
and a twelve week session for adults.
Enroll in person or through the mail at
6640 Delmar Blvd. in the University City
Loop. Class size is limited and fees range
from $32 $128. For further information,
call 7251177.
Ongoing classes are offered in clay,
fabric design, basketry. drawing,
painting, mixed media, papermaking,
cartoon ing, metalsmithing, bookbinding,
weaving and quilting. The Spring Mini
Session, April 20 - May 22. offers
abbreviated versions of classes for all

ages, including raku, silk painting,
toolmaking, batik, caricature drawing.
African arts, video animation and
parent/teacher workshops in clay,
drawing and papermalcing.
A program called "Extended Access"
will also be available to provide Craft
Alliance students with additional studio
time in the clay, metals, papermaking,
fiber and painting studios between the
regularly scheduled classes.
Craft Alliance is a funded member
agency of the Arts and Education Council
of Greater St. Louis, and receives
financial support from the Regional Arts
Commission and the Missouri Arts
CounciL
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McLeod Honored
At Founders Day
Washington University honored four
members of its faculty at its annual
Founders Day banquet on November 16,
1991 at the Adam's Mark Hotel.
Distinguished Faculty Awards are
given for "outstanding commitment and
dedication to the intellectual and
personal development of students." The
honorees included James E. McLeod,
director of the Department of African and
Afro-American Studies and adjunct
associate professor of German. McLeod
is a Skinker DeBaliviere resident from
the 6100 block of McPherson.
McLeod contributed significantly to
the undergraduate program of the
Department of German resulting in new
courses, a revamped curriculum and the
development of recruitment activity to
attract new talent to the department. In
1984 he helped establish the Center for
Contemporary Literature in German, a
unique resource for students and
scholars who deal with contemporary
literature of German•speaking countries.
In 1982 he was instrumental in founding
the St. Louis branch of the Goethe In
stitute, a German cultural organization.
As director of the Department of African
and Afro-American Studies, McLeod built
a cooperative dialogue with other
departments, leading to joint courses and
programs on the culture of AfricanAmericans, benefiting both the campus
and the community. Along with his
academic duties McLeod also served as

James E. McLeod
assistant to the chancellor from 1978 to
1988. He also contributed significantly to
establishing the John B. Ervin
Scholarship Competition which he
developed to attract talented black
students to the University. His other
activities include commissioner of the
St. Louis Art Museum and as a director
of the National Council of Youth
Leadership.

Library Changes Hours
Responding to changing consumer
demands, the Board of Directors of the
St. Louis Public Library has approved
new operating schedules for library
branch public service hours and an
increase in oft-site patron services.
Beginning in January, 1992, hours of
operation at the Library's 12 branches
and the Kingsbury Kiosk will be adjusted
to conform to peak usage patters, and
resources will be reallocated to
community outreach services.
"Our primary goal is to promote access
and encourage public use of library
services," said Library Board president
Thomas F. Schlafly. "And because a
growing number of our patrons are not
able to visit us in person, achieving our
goal means taking the Library to them,
which we are doing in a variety of
important and groundbreaking ways."
Some of these new ways include:
• More than 400 library van stops per
month at senior citizen residences and
nursing homes, preschool and head start
centers, schools and hospitals provide
access to library materials for patrons
who may find it difficult to personally
visit a library branch.
• Placing "mini-collections" of library
books in numerous non-library locations
around the city.
• Special stops and presentations at
area schools, with programs such as
storytelling, puppet shows and reading
encouragement.

McPHERSON
MANAGEMENT
INC.
6008 KINGSBURY AVENUE
*1 On Pent

St LOUIS, MISSOURI 63112
Management of apartments.
condominiums &
commercial property
CahrIn B. Stuart Jr.

727-1730

• Off-site computerized "Intelligent
Catalogs." offering direct access to
library resources, are presently in place
in more than 23 locations, including 9 are
high schools, and serve hundreds of St.
Louisans each day.
The new operating schedules are the
result of an exhaustive study of patron
use patterns, and will allow the Library to
make more productive use of limited
resources by reaching our to the people
unable to come in person, while at the
same time, continuing to provide full
service branch operations during peak
usage periods.
Says Schlafly, "The St. Louis Public
Library is one of the best urban libraries
to be found in America today. By
responding affirmatively to the changing
needs of our patrons, we restrengthening
our commitment to provide the best
library possible to all of our citizens."
The new branch operating hours,
effective January 1992, are as follows:
Baden, Barr, Cabanne, Carondelet,
Kingshighway and Walnut Park
Branches:
Monday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. TuesdayThursday 12 - 7 p.m. Friday 11 am. - 6
p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Buder and Carpenter Branches:
Mon-day - Thursday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday 1- 5 p.m.
Divoll Branch:
Monday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Tuesday
Thursday 12 - 7 p.m. Friday 11 a.m. - 6
p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

October SDCC Minutes
The Skinker DeBaliviere Community
Council met on October 17, 1991.
Attending the meeting were: C. Forslund,
G. Fox, G. Genung, R. Johnson, R.
Roncal, L Stein, J. Wright.
The meeting was called to order at
7:40 p.m.; a quorum not being present,
President Forslund immediately
adjourned the meeting.
Those present informally discussed
the following items:
Commercial District Committee
Surveys were inserted by committee
members in the October issue of the
Times for neighborhood residents to
complete. A neighborhood meeting was
held at SDCC October 22 to discuss the
committee's work and a proposed
Chapter 99 Redevelopment Plan. The
committee's plans were supported by
those present at the meeting.
Housing Corporation
SDCHC is planning to moderately
rehab the six units at 6036 Washington
(currently vacant); an architect is under
contract to finalize plans and drawings
for the rehab of 6025 Westminster;
SDCHC is working out plans for a
partnership to develop 6048 Washington
as attached townhouses; and improvements underway at Rosedale Square
include tree trimming, installation of
furnaces and replacement of interior
stairways.

Recycling
An article by Rich and Venita Lake on
behalf of the committee ran in the last
issue of the Times; the committee is
scheduled to meet 10/29/91.

Proposed Head Start Program
Rev. Miki Merritt, Pastor, New Cote
Brillante Church of God, discussed the
church's proposal to operate .a Head Start
program at their facility. New Cote
Brillante bought the building at 6195
Washington from Delmar Baptist Church
this summer. The church building is a
large facility with classrooms and a
gymnasium; the church feels Head Start
is a good use for the building and a good
service for the neighborhood. The
program would operate in two sessions
with a maximum of 20 children in each,
8 - 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 - 4:00 p.m., MonFri. The program serves children 3-5
years old. Rev. Merritt will meet with
SDCC's social service committee to
discuss the program in more detail.

Julia Davis Branch:
Monday and Wednesday 10 a.m. 7
p.m. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,
Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Kingsbury Kiosk:
Tuesday - Friday 1 - 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Lashly Branch:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 12 - 9
p.m. Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Machecek Branch:
Monday and Wednesday 12 - 9 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Hours for the Central Library,
Compton Film Library and Community
Services Department will remain
unchanged.
For more information about Library
services, hours or programs, please call
241-2288. ext. 305.

Blueberry Hill

Tues.-FrI. 10-6 -p.m. Sat. 9-5 p.m.

6635 Delmar Blvd.
(in the Loop)
University City, MO 63130
725-1934

MHS Sells
Holiday Cards
The Missouri Historical Society has
produced its 1991 holiday card, which
features an image from the MHS pictorial
history collections. The card depicts a
mother and her two daughters during a
snowy night protected by the warmth of
their fireplace from the roar of the north
wind. Printed on ivory stock in soft
colors, the card bears the message
"Greetings of the Season" on the inside.
For sale in the Museum Shop in the
Jefferson Memorial Building in Forest
Park, ten cards with envelopes are priced
at $8.50 or may be purchased for $1.00
each.
The proceeds benefit the Missouri
Historical Society, which operate the
History Museum in the Jefferson
Memorial Building in Forest Park and
the library and Collections Center at 225
S. Skinker Blvd.

West End Wines
Your Neighborhood Bar
serving

Wines, Beers, Scotches
and Light Foods

A M Tea & Coffee Co.
Whole Bean Cot fee
Loose Leaf Tea & Accessories
Imported & Domestic Cheese
La Bonne Bouchee Breads & Pastries
Wine & Imported Beers

Director's Report
A group of owner/occupants, landlords
and business operators in the area north
of Delmar, west of Skinker have been
meeting monthly since early summer.
The members consider the group ad hoc,
but they recently decided to become
formal and adopt a name: The EastgateSkinker Improvement Association.
Fanner attends their meetings.
Shell Station, 6211 Delmar • The
owners of the station would like to have a
license to sell 3.2% alcohol package
liquor. The Eastgate-Skinker group
strongly opposes the application. Those
SDCC board members present felt that
SDCC should support the opposition.
Farmer will conduct a poll by phone of
board members if action by SDCC is
needed before the next meeting. Bi Rite,
6016 Delmar -The owner of the Bi Rite is
also in the process of applying for a
liquor license; he seeks a full package
license. The owner has been selling
package liquor without a license since he
bought the business earlier this year.
Those board members present felt that
SDCC should oppose this application; if
action by the SDCC is needed before the
next meeting, Farmer will conduct a poll
by phone.
Criminal Incidents • A very good
arrest has been made by Detective
Huffman of a suspect in a number of
larcenies, primarily gutter thefts, in the
neighborhood; several warrants have
been issued against him. The suspect's
brother was arrested and charged earlier
this year for similar crimes. Talayna's
Restaurant - 276 N. Skinker • was the site
of a fatal shooting last Friday. The
perpetrators were apparently waiting for
the victim in the parking lot; the incident
was likely related to narcotics. Two
victims were injured the week before in a
shooting at 5773 DeGiverville; two
suspects are in custody.and .a third
suspect is wanted.

7ASTINGS EVERY SATURDAY
A pub that has good food.
Famous hamburgers, sandwiches,
homemade soups, salads,
desserts, daily specials
and much more
OPEN 7 DVS FROM 11 AM

1/4 6504 Delmar Breakfast on Sundays!

307-09 Belt at Pershing
DeBaliviere Place

367-3049
Fres Parking
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Missouri Historical
Society Moves
To Skinker

The former United Hebrew Temple In 1927. Photograph by
W.C. Persons, from the collections of the Missouri Historical
Society.

Saint Louis:
An Informal History
Published By MHS
The Missouri Historical Society Press
published its first book Saint Louis.' An
Informal History of the City and its
People, 1764-1865 on November 1, 1991.

The book, written by Charles van
Ravenswaay, MHS director from 1946 to
1962, focuses on the people - the French
fur traders and Yankee entrepreneurs,
the prominent politicians and forgotten
frontier families, the saints and sinnerswho settled St. Louis and made it "the
Queen of the West."
The 576-page-oversize book is lavishly
illustrated with more than 400 images,
many in color and most from the
collections of the Missouri Historical
Society. Saint Louis: An Informal History
will he for sale at the Museum Shop in
the Jefferson Memorial Building in
Forest Park and at area book stores at
the special price of $39.95 through
January 30, 1992. The book will sell for
$49.95 after that date.
It was printed at Walsworth Publishing
Company of Marceline, Missouri, and is
being distributed by the University of
Illinois Press. Van Ravenswaay's original
typed manuscript, over 900 pages, was
edited by Candace O'Connor with
assistance from Dina Young. The book's
design was created by Geoffrey Wyatt,
former MHS art director. Mrs. Leicester
B. Faust generously offered to provide
financial support for the book's
publication.
Van Ravenswaay. who died in March.
1990 at his Delaware home, compiled the
book over a number of years, using
information he had painstakingly gleaned
from early newspapers, letters, journals,
biographies and various secondary

Residence: 862-5071
Office: 367-6100

[El
SICKER
A8SCCIAIE

Karleen 0. Hoerr

sources found in the Missouri Historical
Society's collections.
His purpose; he explained, was to
create "a personal view of a time, a place,
and a mixture of peoples and cultures
which circumstances brought together.
Consciously and unconsciously I sought
to avoid producing a conventional
academic account and I hope that the
material used, and the manner of my
telling, make that clear to readers."
Because of its length, the volume
remained unpublished until Dr. Robert It
Archibald, MHS president, heard about it
during a 1989 visit with van Ravenswaay
and expressed an interest in it. In his
introduction to the book, Dr. Archibald
writes that it vividly demonstrated
"Charles van Ravenswaay's affection for
St. Louis....ltlel knew the descendants of
St. Louis's prominent early families, he
listened to their oral traditions, and he
spent a lifetime studying the physical
evidence of the period encompassed by
this volume."
Some readers may take exception to
what may seem a touch of sentiment at
times,' wrote van Ravenswaay in a 1989
letter to Dr. Archibald. "...but I tried to
write an honest account based on an
immense amount of research in source
material, and to make an honest account
as rich with human interest as possible.
"I hope that what I have written will
help St. Louisans now and in the future,
better understand their fascinating city
and their heritage.
The book reviews the pageantry of St.
Louis' past beginning with its colonial
period, which was dominated by the
Chouteau family dynasty and by a
succession of Spanish governors. Next

DELMAR
CLEANERS

Life Member Million Dollar Club

Your neighborhood cleaner with
complete cleaning 6 laundry service.

Adolph IC:Feinberg Real Estate Co.
4555 Forest Pad( Blvd.
St Louts, Missouri 63108

6142 Delmar Blvd.
Call 727-6600

A collection of rare Union and
Confederate battle flags herald the
Missouri Historical Society's expansion
to additional quarters in late 1991. The
flags, some up to five feet long, are
among thousands of artifacts including
rare books and documents, art works,
historical costumes and 1904 World's
Fair memorabilia - to find a new home at
the Society's recently completed library
and Collections Center at 225 South
Skinker Blvd.
"The move from the Jefferson
Memorial Building now under way will
take four months." said Dr. Robert R.
Archibald, president of the Missouri
Historical Society. "It's the biggest
operation in the Society's 125-year
history. We'll transport more than 2
million books and documents and 80,000
artifacts from our collections."
Scheduled to open on Monday,
December 9, the library services will be
housed in the renovated United Hebrew
temple. The Collections Center, a 58,000
square-foot addition to the south of the
library, will hold the Civil War flags,
paintings, historical costumes and
museum artifacts not on exhibit at the
History Museum in the Jefferson
Memorial Building in Forest Park, also
operated by the Missouri Historical
Society.
The Greco-Byzantine style library will
house more than 70,000 cataloged
books, pamphlets and periodicals. Under
its ornate 40-foot dome, researchers will
find information about the commerce on
the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers, St
Louis neighborhoods, the exploration
and settlement of the Louisiana Territory
and a host of other subjects. They will
have access to St. Louis newspapers
dating back to 1808, city directories,
French and Spanish colonial records and
17th and 18th century maps.
The archival collections, which may be
accessed by a card catalog in the same
space, contain William Clark's elkskin
journal from his expedition with
Meriwether Lewis, papers that be longed
to the Chouteau family, to David R.
Francis, who served as U.S. ambassador
to czarist Russia, writer Kate Chopin,
poet Sara Teasdale, educator Susan Blow
and former President Thomas Jefferson.
Researchers may request family
papers as well as government, military
and business records dating from the
period of French colonization of the
Mississippi Valley. Strengths are
Western exploration, the fur trade, the
Mexican War, river history and the
Plains Indians.
************
the city took on a new role as territorial
capital, with its share of growing pains:
the intrigues of Governor James Wilkin
son, the death of explorer Meriwether
Lewis and the bloody duel between
Thomas Hart Benton and Charles Lucas.
"Flush times" followed until 1850, as
St. Louis became the hub of the
burgeoning western trade. New saddle,
rifle and wagon companies sprang up.
Hotels opened to a flood of visitors,
including Charles Dickens. The city's
cultural and educational life blossomed.
Yet there were serials problems, such as
deadly cholera epidemics, the depression
of 1837, growing tension over slavery and
the murder of abolitionist Elijah Parish
Lovejoy.
Then just before the Civil War, St.
Louis became a divided city in a border
state, with the Dred Scott case, the Camp
Jackson affair and the hundred-day reign
of Gen. John C. Fremont. Finally there
was the political and social turmoil of the
war years, followed by the city's
transformation into a sprawling industrial
center.

Also on hand will be more than
430,000 images, including photos, prints,
videotapes and motion picture film,
presenting a nearly complete pictorial
history of St. Louis in the last century.
Works of photographers Emil Boehl and
W. R. Persons, his toric posters,
lithographs, and engravings are included
in the pictorial history collection.
The Collections Center will provide
state-of-the-art conser vation facilities for
the thousands of artifacts not on display
at the History Museum. "Since only
about five percent of our holdings are
used in exhibits at one time, collections
stored in the Center represent the bulk
of the materials we have been preserving
since 1866," said Archibald. "As such,
they require a large investment in care
and attention."
Housed in the four-level structure, the
Civil War flags, delicate because they
were made of silk, will be protected in
acid-free tissue and laid flat on oversize
shelves. Nearby, antique quilts will be
carefully wrapped on rollers to avoid fold
marks. Other special storage facilities
will protect fragile items such as
prehistoric Native American pottery,
china, antique silver, furniture,
firefighting and riverboat memorabilia,
guns and swords, men's and women's
hats, and items donated by Charles A.
and Anne Morrow Lindbergh.
Humidity maintained at a constant 50
percent and a temperature of 68 degrees
will retard deterioration of the
collections. Archibald said the building
will have a holding room for artifacts just
acquired. "When appropriate, new
acquisitions will be placed in our walk-in
freezer - a more efficient and ecologically
sound method of making sure insects,
mildew and mold spores don't become
part of the collections," says Archibald.
He adds that researchers will be able
to examine artifacts under staff
supervision in special reference rooms.
"We will be able to serve students,
teachers, historians, members of the
media and other residents of the region."
Generations of St. Louisans have
visited the History Museum in the
Jefferson Memorial Building, operated
by the Missouri Historical Society,
where, until now, most of the collections
have been either exhibited or stored.
The familiar Charles A. Lindbergh flying
suit and trophies. the bright red 19thcentury firefighting pumper and hose
cart, and the impressive pilot house of
the Golden Eagle steamboat continue to
grace its galleries. The museum remains
open to the public Tuesday through
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. through 5 p.m., and
there is no admission charge.
The Missouri Historical Society was
founded in 1866, after the Civil War, to
collect, preserve, exhibit and interpret
materials that reflect the history and
culture of the St. Louis area, state of
Missouri, Louisiana Purchase Territory
and the American West. The Jefferson
Memorial Building, located on the site of
the main entrance to the 1904 World's
Fair, was opened in 1913.
The new library building was acquired
and renovated in part with public funds
from the History Museum Sub-district,
approved in 1987 by voters in St. Louis
City and County. The $9.3 million
construction project makes the Library
and Collections Center, along with the
Jefferson Memorial Building, one of the
nation's leading facilities for historical
research, conservation and exhibits.
"One of the Confederate flags in our
collections may have led Pickett's charge
at Gettysburg," said Archibald.
'Although our prove is not quite so
dramatic, it has required just as much
strategic planning. teamwork, energy
and spirit."
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The Shining Hill

The children were the Halloween Costume Winners at the
Rosedale Neighbors party on October 31, 1991.

Photo by King Schoenfeld

Kiosk Kids Tell
Favorite Christmas
Stories
by Mary Ann Shic1cman
In this article, Kiosk children tell in
their own words the Christmas stories
they like best.
This writer would like to mention one
adult story. The Cat Who Came for
Christmas; a true story by Cleveland
Amory. Amory was in an alley close to
his home when he spotted a filthy, dirty,
wounded cat that was very frightened.
The book tells about the dramatic
transformation of the cat after Armory
brought it home. The book concludes by
addressing animal rights and other
animal related issues.
A Christmas Day Kitten by James
Harriot
This book has festive illustrations
along with a story about an orphanage
kitten that gets to a new family. It is a
great book for an animal lover or
someone who wants to become a veterinarian.
Jessica Bowen Abowain Pryor- Age 14
The Nutcracker
At the end, the nutcracker comes to
life and they go to the land of sweets.
Gen Gamble - Age 7

Christmas Time
In Bethlehem parents Mary and
Joseph, far away from home, had to sleep
in a stable because they could find no
room in an inn. Then an angel told three
wisemen about the Christ child's birth,
and they followed the bright star to
Bethlehem to see. Three shepherds also
went.
Michelle McGee - Age 6

The Nutcracker
In the story, she goes through the
tunnel and she meets the prince.
William Hannegan III -Age 4

The Night Befirre Christmas
The reason why 1 like it is because it is
my book, and it has neat pages that have
a little thing that you pull and it turns into
another picture. My grandpa gave it to
me, and the pictures are very, very, very
pretty.. It has some little doors that open
on some of the pages. I like the story in
the book, most of the words rhyme. I like
rhyming.

Cecilia Hannegan • Age 8

Frosty the Snowman
It is my favorite Christmas time story
because I like the pictures. I like the
snowman because I thought it was
pretty.
Caroline Holler - Age 6

by Ray Breun
Now that the New Cote Brilliante
Church of God has moved into the
Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood, we
need to look at where its name comes
from and what it tells us about our
history.
The inhabitants of the St. Louis area
prior to the coming of European and
African settlers were Mississippian
Indians. These Native Americans were
among the largest contingent of
developers and builders the world has
ever seen. They built earthen mounds of
various sizes and shapes, the most
common probably being the so called
"sugar loaf mounds" since they reminded
the early French settlers of that shape of
bread loaf.
The main city of the Mississippian
people is now called Cahokia Mounds—
about seven miles east of the Gateway
Arch. Some 85 mounds were in that
walled city which ruled the Mississippi
Valley from the Gulf of Mexico to what is
now Canada, and from at least the
Wabash River to the Great Plains.
Obviously they built mounds other
places than on the river bottoms. There
were some 26 mounds just north of
Laclede's Landing downtown. John
O'Fallon built his home on a mound in
what is now O'Fallon Park. Bill Ashley,
first I.t. Governor of Missouri, built his
house on a mound. The Glasgow farm,
now a municipality in North St. Louis
County, had a dozen mounds on it Along
the Meramec River early settlers were
digging into the mounds by 1819.
One of the landmark mounds in St.
Louis was known as The Shining Hill—
Cote Brilliante—by the early French
farmers in the area. It was located in
what is now called Sherman Park just a
block west of Kingshighway. The Road to
St. Charles, now called Dr. Martin Luther
King Boulevard in St. Louis and St.
Charles Rock Road in the County, is just

The Nutcracker
The story is about a little boy and girl
at Christmas and each year their god,
father gives them a present. One year
their parents gave them a nut cracker,
and he was a wooden soldier that was
magic and he fought mice.

The Rest Christmas Pageant Ever by
Barbara Robinson
This book is about a girl who has
always been in a class with a child from
the Herdman family. The Herdmans lie,
cheat, steal and any other nasty thing
they can possibly do.
Everybody thinks of Sunday School as
time off from the Herdmans — until the
director of the Christmas pageant breaks
his leg, and the Herdmans join the
Christmas pageant. And, something
amazing happens. Read the book to find
out more!!
Katherine Wiltenburg - Age 10
Mrs. Claus' Crazy Christmas by Steven
K. Roll
This book is about Mrs. Claus saving a
little boy's Christmas. Mrs. Claus and
Dixon go on a crazy ride in Santa Claus's
old sled. When they get to where the
little boy lives, they were spotted by a
little girl and her father. They chase after
Mrs. Claus and Dixoh. A little while later,
they put the puppy they brought for the
boy under the tree. And off they go!
When they got home, Santa asked where
they were. Then they sat down to eat
cookies and drink cocoa.
Brandy Easkey -Age 9
The Great Christmas Kidnaping Caper
This book is about three mice, Marvin,
Fats, and Raymond, who try to save Santa
Claus in time for Christmas. First of all,
Santa Claus gets kidnaped by a fake
Santa Claus. Marvin, Fats and Raymond
try to figure out which fake Santa
kidnaped the real Santa

When they find out who kidnaped
Santa, they write an anonymous letter
and send it to the police. Marvin, who
really isn't into the Christmas spirit.
finally gives in. And they all end up
happy.
The moral of the story is; no matter
how big or small, you can always count
on someone who loves you.
Helen Petty - Age 10
The staff of the St. Louis Public library
Kingsbury Kiosk would like to thank all
of our patrons and wish everyone a
happy holiday season.

to the south. That road was marked by
Stoddard's mound to the east and Cote
Brilliante at its mid-section.
The street, Cote Brilliante, is named
for the mound. The name comes from
the appearance of the greenery on the
hill in the morning sunrise. The prairie
lands west of St. Louis were divided into
strips for fanning. Paths led to the outer
limits of the farm land, and these
paralleled the main roads of the time—
like the Road to St. Charles. Cote
Brilliante Street ran just north of the
mound after which it was named.
On top of Cote Brilliante at one time
was not a home but a school—Christian
Brothers College. It was close to its
counterpart for girls, Visitation Academy,
then off Cabanne and Union to the south
across St. Charles Road and Page
Boulevard. In fact, the street at the west
end of Sherman Park is still called
Academy—since it was the easiest route
from one school to the area of the other.
Around the turn of the century Christian
Brothers College burned atop Cote
Brilliante and the school was moved to
Clayton Road where it still is today. The
designation of Sherman Park dates from
that time since General William
Tecumseh Sherman, a native of St. Louis
and then the commander of the Army in
the West, died in 1892 at Jefferson
Barracks.
The notion of a contemporary church
named for a Native American
Mississippian mound seems a bit ironic. I
am sure those who started the church
had no idea they were picking up a
temple tradition over 1000 years old. The
Mississippian people are temple mound
people, not burial mound people. The
Hopewell Culture which preceded the
Mississippians in this area, were burial
mound people—they build mounds to
house, their dead. The Mississippians,
however, built mounds as places for
religious and political activity. Although
some burials have been found in
Mississippian mounds, it is not common,
and it is particularly not common in
sugar loaf mounds. Like the Europeans
later, the Mississippians burned the
prairie lands around their mounds. This
kept down the trees and shrubbery
making strip agriculture possible and
hunting much easier. The prairies
around the old trading post of Si Louis
were kept clean of trees and shrubs
except where hillocks and mounds made
traditional agriculture all but impossible.
On these raised formations leaved
surfaces would have given a brilliant
glow in the morning sunrise. It is not
hard to imagine at all how Cote Brilliante
got its name.

We are the Feinberg Agents...
who are also your neighbors.
Residential

Karleen Hoerr • Anna Mason
• Renni Shuter

Commercial
Susan Feinberg
Adolph K.

Feinberg Real Estate Company
Established in 191/

367-6100

December 1991

The TIMES of Skinker-DeBaliviere

Page 7

Art Walk: A Moving Experience

Art Walk: A Moving Experience is a
unique Special Exhibition that takes
visitors throughout the Saint Louis Art
Museum to explore the outstanding
permanent collection of the Museum.
This discovery tour of fourteen selected
masterworks ranges from ancient to
contemporary, highlighting some of the
Museum's finest examples of painting,
drawing, printmaking, sculpture and
decorative arts. Audio tours, narrated by
Museum Director James D. Burke and
the Museum's staff, tell the stories
behind the works as they guide visitors
from the ancient galleries to the Asian
collections, to modern and contemporary
works, through the decorative arts
galleries and the Pre-Columbian and
African collections, then to highlights of
the Renaissance, 19th century America,
and Impressionism.
Each work of art on the tour is
featured as a small exhibition located in a
specially designed gallery setting providing the context of the period with
information about the artist, the time and
place the object was created, and the
significance of the work. Rarely seen
works include an engraving by Albrecht
Durer, a drawing by Vincent van Gogh,
and entire bedroom set designed by the
Herter Brothers, and two six-panel
screens by the Japanese artist Kaiho
Yusho.
The Museum present this exhibition
and related programs free of charge. The
40-minute audio tour is $2.00, but is
offered free to all on Tuesdays and free to
, members at all times. Maps are provided
free for self-guided tours. Two Family
Afternoons, tours, and gallery talks are
free and offer an opportunity to learn
more about the masterworks at The St.
Louis Art Museum. The new full-color
Handbook of the Collections is available
in the Museum Shop along with a new
array of books, cards, posters,
ornaments, T-shirts, mugs, and other
products featuring The St. Louis Art
Museum and its permanent collections.

"Work Equity" Program
Proving Popular
Westminster Company's innovative
"work equity" program is proving
popular at DeBaliviere Place West in the
Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood.
Since it was unveiled three months ago.
five buyers have used the plan to cut up
to two percent off the price of their
condominium.
"Work equity is helping us fill our
upcoming buildings very quickly," said
Rich Emerson, sales manager. "Not all
buyers have taken advantage of it, but
those who don't have a lot of cash to
spare think it is a godsend."
Under the program, the buyer paints
the home's interior prior to closing. The
cash credit for the work — about $1,600
— can reduce out•ofpocket move-in
costs to as little as $1,200.
Complementing Westminster's "work
equity" plan is the city's For Sale
Incentive Program (FSIP) which
provides up to $7,500 in free funds to buy
down interest rates and apply toward

closing costs. The combination of plans
makes ownership a reality for
households with annual incomes of
$30,000.
"First-year principal and interest
payments can work out to as low as $540
per month," Emerson stated. "When you
consider the quality of our product and
our central location, we feel we offer an
opportunity that can't be beat"
All condominiums at DeBaliviere Place
are two-bedroom, two bath, single-level
designs with approximately 1,100 square
feet. Priced from the high $70,000s, they
are found in the development's circa
1900s buildings—•all of which are
completely gutted and equipped with
new mechanical systems and finishes.
Likewise, exteriors are restored to their
original grandeur including are glass
sidelights and front doors.
The display at 5877 Nina Place is open
daily from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Pedestal Clock, French, 1720-1735
case in manner of Andr6-Charles
Boulle, French, 1642-1732
works by Jean Godde, French,
1668-1748
ebony wood, gilt bronze, brass,
tortoiseshell, glass
height: 99 1/4 in.
Purchase: Friends Fund
32:1989 a-g
Middle. ton to bottom

Running Artemis
Greek, Hellenistic
marble
height: 28 3/4 in.
Purchase 41:1924

St. Emma, c. 1501
Albrecht Diner, German, 1471-1528
engraving
13 7/8 x 10 3/8 in.
Purchase 255:1916

Portrait Head of Youth,
A.D. 1360-1500
Africa, Benin, Nigeria
bronze
height: 8 1/8 in.
Purchase 12:1936

Old Man's Head, A.D. 600-900
Mexico, Yucatin peninsula
stucco, blue-green and red pigments
height: 12 1/4 in.
Gift of Morton D. May 150:1979
Right. top to bottom
The Madonna and Child Enthroned
with St. Peter and St. John the

Baptist, St. Dominic, and St.
Nicholas, c. 1485-1490

Piero di Cosimo, Italian, 1462-1521
oil on panel
65 1/2 x 44 1/2 in.
Purchase 1:1940

The Country School, 1871
Winslow Homer, American,
1836-1910
oil on canvas
21 3/8 x 38 3/8 in.
Purchase 123:1946
Gunny/n, Chinese, 11th century A.D.
Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127)
wood with polychrome and gilt
height: 39 in.
Purchase 110:1947
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In Your Ear
by Tom Hoar
Commemorative dishes. Yep, those
dishes with the fancy pictures and
images that we all know about. There's
the 12" plate of Dorothy and the Tin
Man and the Lion and the Scarecrow,
.dancing down the yellow brick road.
Then there's the 18" serving plate
featuring Rhett and Scarlett. My favorite,
though, is the Pearl Harbor dinner plate.
It has a picture of a Japanese zero plane
diving down at United States cruisers
and battleships, with smoke everywhere
and anti-aircraft explosions all around
the edges, where the broccoli will sit.
Do we have any of these dishes? No,
but I'm familiar with them from
watching late-night cable TV when I'm
unable to sleep. That problem, lack of
sleep, happens often these days. You're
supposed to leave work at work, 'I know,
but I wind up taking work everywhere.
There are even places I don't go where
. take work. Often I awaken in the middle
of the night, fully alert (as alert as I can
be, anyway), and grab a piece of paper
from my bedside to scribble some great
thought that I don't want to lose.
Probably half of the time I'm unable to
get back to sleep, so I trudge to the den
where I turn on the tube and blip
through the channels. Thanks heavens
for remote control!
Cable TV is absolutely terrible. It
contains all of the television shows that
were bad the first time around, only now
they're back again. Do you miss Mr. Ed
or Hawaii 5-0 or Perry Mason? No
problem. Like a bad penny or McArthur,
they will return. And then there are the
music videos stations, the all-night news.
the shopping channels, a couple of
religious stations, two public service
channels, sports Cmcluding tractor pulls
and shoot skeeting — or is it skoot
sheeting?), a Spanish-speaking station,
and the Weather Channel!
The good news is that there% a lot of
it. So much, in fact, that it makes up for
the fact that it's so bad. If you don't have
cable with a remote control, I realize that
this point makes no sense at all to you.
On the other hand, if you do have cable
and a remote control, you know exactly
what I mean. This is a case where, truly.
more of less is more. (ICs a bit like those
squishy yellow candy Easter bunnies.
Each one is pretty bad, but if you can eat
enough of them, they're pretty good!)
When I say late-night tube, I mean
late-night, like after David Letterman has
gone to bed! What's showing then is the
absolute nadir of cable TV. The daytime
is bad, evening is worse, night is worst.
and late-night is the worstest. Let's put it
this way, if a movie is terrible it stays at
the theatre for a week or two and soon
after appears at the video stores. The
movies on late-night cable are so bad
that they never even made it to the video
stores. Watching them is the equivalent
to reading a book of Dan Quayle's
notable speeches.
It's not just commemorative dishes
that I'm familiar with because of my
relationship with the late-night tube. I
also know more than I'd like to know
about hand-beaten Chinese Woks,
Richard Simmons' exercise tapes, land
speculation with "no money down," and
the fact that -Americans Rent To Own".
(Such a slogan! No wonder we were
triumphant in WWII.)
But the dishes, most of all, stick in my
mind. You see, and this is afamily secret
but I know you won't tell anyone, the
first wife collects dishes. Oh, sure, she
collects shoes, but everyone knows that.
Just this past week she received three
personalized holiday cards and two
boxes of candy from the managers at
local shoe stores. The first wife has
more shoes than Wendell Bailey has
unregistered guns, but as she says, "So
what? I only wear one pair at a time." It's
hard to argue with that kind of logic, so
I've come to accept her 100+ pairs of
shoes, many with nicknames, like her
brown strollers, Fred and Ethyl.
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But the dishes are another matter.
What she really likes about her dish
collection is that you CAN use more
than two at a time. Heck, if you invite
enough freeloaders. oops, I mean family
members, over at once, you can even
use more than one set of the dish
collection. And what a dish collection it is!
Normally I'm pretty much on top of
things and know what the first wife is up
to, but this one surprised me. Over the
years she was collecting dishes, and I
didn't even realize it! How, you wonder,
could I be that dense? Simple, she kept
buying what are euphemistically termed
"holiday dishes," and I never caught on.
First, though, before the holiday
dishes, there was the CHINA Not like in
the country China, but in "don't put this
stuff in the dishwasher" China. Similar
to a nuclear weapon, this china was
much talked about but never used. Even
today the china sits somewhere, sealed
in little individual plastic bags so it won't
get dusty. We've eaten off it once or
twice, I think, but I'm not even sure I
know what it looks like. Oh, the plates
are round, but beyond that it's a bit
blurry.
Then there was the EVERYDAY
CHINA. I could never understand why
these dishes could go in the dishwasher,
but since we got to use them I didn't
complain. They had a blue pattern. We
had picked the color to contrast with the
food we figured we'd most likely be
eating on them, Pop-Tarts and bagels.
Lunch was eaten at work, of course, and
the Pop-Tarts and bagels took care of
breakfast and dinner. (The nice thing
about these particular foods is that you
can easily switch them, eating the bagels
at breakfast and the Pop-Tarts for
dinner, with no ill effects.)
Then came the start of the holiday
dishes. The first purchase was the
CHRISTMAS DISHES. Cute little dishes
and cute big dishes with a Christmas
Tree in the middle, adorned with toys,
ornaments, teddy bears, and garland.
"Aren't these cuter the first wife asked.
"Absolutely," I replied without even
looking up from the paper. "And don't
they make the food taste even better?"
she continued. "Yep," I said, "this is
probably the best DOMINO'S PIZZA
we've ever had'
I don't remember what year we got
our VALENTINE'S DAY DISHES, but
one February 14. there they were! No
surprise: hearts and more hearts, red
and pink on white. They seem like new

after all this time, but what would you
expect, using them only once each year?
Our LABOR DAY DISHES really
aren't a full set. We just have small
dessert-like plate and cups and saucers.
They're pretty interesting, however,
because each plate has a different
picture of the American Worker. There's
a worker on an assembly line with
newly-made autos in the background, a
worker putting the finishing touches on
a television, a worker sewing a shirt, and
a worker welding a part on an airplane
wing. Obviously, these are antique
plates.
The INDEPENDENCE DAY PLATES
are neat. There's a different patriot on
each of the twelve dinner plates. There's
Washington, Franklin, Allen, Hancock,
Jefferson. Adams, Hamilton, Revere.
Attucks and so on. Betsy Ross is
featured on the dessert plates. Each of
the cups features a battle scene from the
revolution. My favorite is Washington
crossing the Delaware. If you fill the cup
with just the right amount of coffee and
move it ever so slightly, it looks like old
George is right in the middle of the
river!
And the HALLOWEEN DISHES!
They're a real trip. All of the plates have
an orange and black border and each
dinner plate features a different gastly
character. My favorite is the Dracula
plate, but there's also Frankenstein, the
Mummy, the Creature From the Black
Lagoon. Richard Nixon, and so on.
These are fun for Halloween, but I also
like to eat from them when watching
"Face The Nation."
I find the MEMORIAL DAY PLATES
inspirational. Each one depicts a scene
from a battle and the dessert plates
feature American Armed Forces
graveyards. There's a scene from the
Alamo, one of our flag being carried by
blue-coated youngsters in the Civil War,
the U.S.S. Missouri on the high seas
blasting away at some foreign enemy,
Teddy Roosevelt bringing Spain to her
knees, and John Wayne in Viet Nam,
giving them what they deserve! I always
feel like watching boxing alter eating off
of these plates.
The ROCK STARS DISHES are great.
We use these on Friday nights. There's
Elvis, naturally, wearing a silver jumpsuit 'covered with sequins, and there's
Jerry Lee Lewis (playing a piano with his
feet, one of my more cherished images).
the Beach Boys, Little Richard, Fabian,
Brian Hyland, and a host of others. We're
on some kind of mailing list for this one,

becausefour times a year we get new
ROCK STARS plates! Last month we got
a Roy Orbison plate and over the
summer one came with liberate on it. (I
couldn't figure that one out either, but
the first wife likes his music so she was
happy. At least it's not a Lawrence Welk
plate.)
The Fab Four were so good that they
have their own dishes, the BEATLES
PLATES. A different Number One song
is featured on each plate, and each one
has a picture of John, George, Ringo, and
Paul. The first wife still sighs whenever
we use these plates.
My personal favorites are my CHINACHINA PLATES. I call 'em this because
they're china plates that were handcarried from China. By me. Actually,
they were back-carried. My back still
hurts when I see them! The wife couldn't
resist purchasing them and I, with all of
my resolve, said that we could buy them
as long as 1, oersonallv, didn't have to
carry them home. She agreed, we bought
them, and I, personally, carried them
home. That vignette captures much of
our marriage.
Her personal favorite, as you might
guess, are the SHOE PLATES. Honest!
They're part of a registered series, plates
featuring collectable items. You could get
plates featuring paintings of antique
furniture, electric trains, dolls, or old
movie posters. The first wife chose plates
depicting shoes. Each of these plates
features a picture of a different kind of
shoe. Man, the first wife is in hog-heaven
when she eats off these. They're even
better than the BEATLES PLATES. Talk
about having your cake and eating it too!
You should see her look of glee when
she eats off a plate with a picture of
brown suede boots, just like the ones she
has in her closet. Barry and Ellen.
We have even more dishes, but I have
to go now. I can hear the television from
the other'room, it's on some cable
channel, and I don't want to miss the
commercial about the cleaning fluid that
makes your tires look like they're new.

Why Most Mortgage
Lenders Only Use
Chocolate Chips.
Cookie-cutter loans are what most mortgage lenders
understand. They follow a set recipe. One after the other.
Day after day.
But purchase/rehab loans don't fit the mold.
They're made one at a time. From scratch.
Central West End Bank has been specializing in purchase/rehab
loans for more than a decade. In fact, within the city and traditional
suburbs, we have quite a reputation for being able to adjust the
ingredients to every situation. (Even an occasional chocolate chip.)
And that's why each one comes out just right.

CWE

415 DeBaliviere
St. Louis, MO63112
314.367-8800
A Federal Savings Bank

CENTRAL WEST END BANK
See us when a purc4se/rehab loan is in your plans.
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