The TIMES of....

SKINKER DEBALIVIERE

Vol. 22 No. 9

March 1992

FREE

The oldest neighborhood newspaper in St. Louis

New Electoral
Districts Are Drawn
After every census, district lines
must be redrawn for congressional
seats. the state senate and house, and
the aldermanic wards. The new lines
reflect population changes. The
Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood will
remain part of the 1st Congressional
District whose incumbent is William L.
Clay, Sr.
Similarly, our entire neighborhood
lies within the 4th Missouri Senatorial
District that now stretches from West
Florissant to Chippewa and from city
limits to Grand in the south, Boyle in
the central corridor, and Shreve in the
north. William L. Clay, Jr. is the incumbent.
However, the Missouri House districts and the St. Louis aldermanip
wards still face hurdles and their fate is
not certain. The maps, as adopted,
have been challenged in U.S. District
Court by coalitions of black elected

officials who allege that the maps
should be redrawn to allow for an
increased number of minority oMceholders.
Because our neighborhood lies in
two aldermanic wards and because the
state representative district is quite different front 1980's, we are printing the
new districts as they stand in this issue.
Although it is not certain, it is likely
that the state representative districts
pictured here will be used in the August
primary and general election. Similarly,
it is expected that the ward boundaries
shown here will be used in the election
of our committeeman and committeewoman in the August primary. These
maps show the outer boundaries of the
house district and wards.
If changes do occur, they will be
published in the TIMES as expeditiously as possible.111

At the Kiugeeremoriy Erica Johnson Is held by her mother, Liz (Wright) Johnson, sitting next to
them are Marty Wright (left) and Dave and Barb Schmidt, and standing behind her is Sylvia Stahl.

A Special King
Commemoration
by Lana Stein
On Sunday, January 19, neighbors and
friends crowded into Grace and Peace
Fellowship to commemorate the life
and work of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. The Slcinker-DeBaliviere Community Council and the New City
School co-sponsored the event with
Grace and Peace. Rev. Egon Middelmann of Grace and Peace delivered
opening remarks and Dr. Thomas

A curious little girt at the

pax Commemoration.

Hoerr, director of New City School,
served as emcee. The tone of the day
was quickly set by soprano Athena
Bush. Her beautiful voice and her lyrics
of love and peace were moving.
The principal speaker was Raymond
Staples, senior class president at Washington University and former president
of the black student group there. Staples posed a question: What would Dr.
King say if he returned to
earth today and viewed conditions both abroad and at
home? Would he wonder if
he had died in vain? Staples
reminded his audience that
this celebration should not
obscure all the work yet to
be done.
Performances by students of New City School
lent a very special and meaningful touch to the program.
Under the direction of Joe
Corbett, Danielle Egeling,
and Hilary Flanders, the 7-8's
presented excerpts from "All •
I Am" by Abiodan Oyewole
and "Dream" by Langston
Hughes. The 6-i's presented
the story of Shape City. In
that town, squares, rectangles, and triangles lived very
separate lives in very separate neighborhoods. It took
a natural disaster to teach
them to work together to
save their city. These youngsters were directed by Sally
Boggeman, Susie Chasnoff,
and Jane Miles.
Continued on Page 6
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Editor's Notebook
by Lana Stein

MARCH CALENDAR
NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

ing our nation's highest office. Instead,
we hear about middle class tax cuts or

March

health care. These topics are certainly
of concern but so is the plight of Ameri-

9

Skinker-DeBalivicre Community Council Board Meeting.
All are welcome. 7:30 p.m., 6010 Kingsbury

19

28th Ward Regular Democrats, 6010 Kingsbury, 7:00 p.m.

25

Landfill and Comphsting Seminar, 7:00 p.m., New City School,
Lake and Waterman

In this strange campaign year, it has
become increasingly apparent that—
thus far—no presidential candidates
have addressed the problems of our
central cities. Deindustrialization in
the U.S. has led to chronic unemployment in major cities that in turn feeds
significant criminal activity, broken
families, and dependency. Trafficking
in crack cocaine clearly correlates with
soaring murder rates in areas where
poverty and unemployment are not
strangers.
The ills of cities such as St. Louis
are part of a much larger trend that
sees blue collar work exported to Mexico, Asia, and even Quatar. There are
few places here where those with a secondary school education or less can
find employment sufficiently remunerative to support a family.
Concomitantly, municipal revenues
shrink, infrastructure decays, and it is
more difficult to provide regular city
services. Yet, these conditions do not
evoke much comment from those seek-

can central cities.
There is a simple explanation for
the condition I describe. John Chancellor stated it well on NBC Nightly News
recently: the votes are in the suburbs.
A majority of U.S. voters now live in
suburban communities. Hence, candidates slight the concerns of central
cities and direct their appeals elsewhere.
But, it should be clear, at least to
some, that the adverse conditions
affecting central cities know no artificial political boundaries. Can our
nation's longterm health tolerate so
many people in so many cities who are
not part of the regular economy?
Certainly a middle class tax cut is
appealing. Putting significant numbers
of Americans to work is more appealing, for the economy in general, and for
city and suburb alike.•

To Our Readers

Community Meeting

The TIMES welcomes your opinions or comments. Please send your letters to the editor to the TIMES of
Skinker-DeBaliviere at 6010 Kingsbury,
St. Louis, MO 63112.
We are always looking for new writers or correspondence for our Vicissitudes feature. If you are interested
please call 721-7532.

Reminder: We are still taking
entries for our photographic house tour
in the April Issue. In fact, we would
like to feature remodeled homes on a
regular basis. If you would like to show
off your home or garden, please give
King Schoenfeld a call at 8630152. •

On New Landfill
Regulations and Composting
The Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council and numerous other neighborhood organizations are sponsoring a
special seminar on dealing with the disposal of yard waste at 7 p.m. on March
25 at New City School, Lake at Waterman. Since January 1, Missouri residents can no longer dispose of yard
waste along with regular trash. A representative of the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources will speak about
landfill restrictions and the option of
composting. He will tell how to do it
and under what conditions and discuss
how to use the compost.
In addition, the meeting will focus
on the essentials of recycling. For further information, contact the SDCC at
862-5122. •
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Guidelines for Submitting Copy
The Times welcomes unsolicited articles and letters. Because of the small size and volunteer nature of the writing staff, the quality and range of The Times has always depended
in large part on submissions from non-staff area residents.
All material—articles, letters, notices, classified ads—must be typewritten on opaque
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Send all correspondence to 6010 Kingsbury, 63112. Deadline: 16th of the month
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NEARBY EVENTS OF INTEREST
February
NowMar. 29

NowApr.12

March
6Apr. 25

Walker Evans: American Photographs. Cohen Gallery,
St. Louis Art Museum
Islamic Art Treasures from Kuwait.
Special Exhibition. St. Louis Art Museum

Pewabic Pottery: Past and Present
Craft Alliance, 6640 Delmar

17-

Wellness Program. Offered at Grace United Methodist Church,
28 6199 Waterman, by Grace Hill Neighborhood Services.
For information call 241-2200, ext. 358. Program also
will be offered April 21-April 29, May 19-27, June 16-24.

9- -Black I leartland The Growth and Development of
22 African-American Culture in the Midwest*Directed by
Prof. Gerald Early, this conference will take place at
Washington U., Missouri Historical Society Library and
History Museum, and the Missouri Botanical Garden.
Call JoAnn Collins at 935-5216 for information.
April
1
3
314,
10, 11

4-5

Martin Luther King Jr. Symposium at Graham Chapel,
Washington U. Former Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm to speak. 11:00 a.m. Free.
'Charm of the South" travel lecture with Thayer Soule at
6 and 8:30 p.m., Graham Chapel. $4.50 at the door.
-Tarniffe," Mallinlaodt Center Drama Studio Rm.
208, Washington U., 8:00 p.m.
Printmarket at Washington University Gallery of Art.

DONORS TOTHE
TIMES of Skinker-DeBaliviere
Since September 1991

• Ken and ICate Anderson
• Anonymous
• George Benson, M.D.
• Sally and R.J. Boggeman
• Joe and Bette Betz
• Ray and Joan Breun
• Wilma Cantwell
• Brian Clevinger and
Mary Ann Rudloff
• Ken Cohen
• John and Cindy Curley
• Jim and Betty Dunlap
• Ted and Jennifer Fanson
• John and Pat Fitzgerald
• Irene Geer
• Frederick and Judith Giraud
• Sam and Lu Green
• Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Hart
• Patricia Hartman
• Dee and Gary Hayes
• Tom and Karleen Hoerr
• Mrs. H.S. Iglauer
• Daniel and Ingrid Keleti
• Marcia Ken
• Willie and Rogerine Kinds
• Jerry and Claudia Lawrenz
• Steven Littlejohn
• Barbara Paden
• George and Edna Paul
• Hitch and Mary Powell
• John and Joanne Reilly
• Rob Biggins

• Roy Roncal and
Catherine Foralund
• Sue and Sandy Rothschild
• Dan Schesch
• Peter and Mary Scbmit
• Vince and Lois Schoemehl
• King and Dee Schoenfeld
• Dan Shea and
Kathleen Williams
• Richard and
Hillary Shewmaker
• Renal Shuter
• Marian and Jesse Simms
• Frances Stadler
• Lana Stein
• Ernest W. Stix
• Barrett Toan and
Polly O'Brien
• Neville and JoAnn Vatcha
• Brad and Maid Weir

DELMAR
CLEANERS
Your neighborhood cleaner
with complete cleaning &
laundry service.
6142 Delmar Blvd.

Call 727-6600
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Developing 275 DeBaliviere
Plans recently were unveiled for the
undeveloped site at DeBaliviere and
DeGiverville, 275 DeBaliviere. The
owners of this site, who also own the
DeBaliviere Mall, plan a multipurpose
development. Commercial stores or
offices would be located on the ground
level. On the second floor, nine apartments, each with two bedrooms, and
approximately 1000 square feet, would
be located.
The developers and architect have
met with neighbors on 5700

DeGiverville and 5700 Waterman.
These residents previously successfully
fought a proposed Walgreen's at that
site. The developers responded to the
neighbors' concerns. Residents- in turn
feel this is the most positive development yet proposed for the site. The
next step is a hearing before the Board
of Adjustment. Site owners feel that
the additional development at 276
DeBaliviere will create a critical mass
that will encourage greater occupancy
at the existing mall. •
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Carla Mash:
Dynamic Teacher at New City School

Carla Mash and two of her NCS students looking at a project.
Architects' rendering of the East Elevatloo.

by Mary Ann Shickman

17.
Architects rendering of the South Elevation.

$60,000

in Grants Awarded
for Delmar Revitalization
The Delmar Commercial Committee which has been drafting a redevelopment plan for Delmar was overjoyed
to learn that its efforts will be aided
substantially by the recent award of
two major grants.
The Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council has received $50,000 from
the St. Louis Development Corpora-

tion's Theme Commercial Districts
Program and $10,000 from Southwestern Bell. Although formal guidelines
were not available at press time, Commercial Committee Chair JoAnn
Vatcha hopes that funds can be
expended to improve the streetscape
(including trees), and produce banners
and marketing brochures. •

For Carla Mash, the school year
begins with excitement and expectation. For seven years, she has been a
teacher at New City School. A dynamic
person, she is always changing her curriculum and revising her methods. This
year she began teaching thematically
and recently began
a theme of "Let's
Make a Difference"
that helps students
understand people
of different races
and those who are
handicapped. One
day, she blindfolded
her students from

for sale on consignment at a shop. She
is a member of Union Avenue Christian
Church and she and three other members have formed a concert group. She
plays the recorder. They just had their
first performance. Mash also collects
decorative plates.

9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. The students

really began to
understand what it
was like to be blind.
According to
Headmaster Dr.
Thomas Hoerr,
Carla Mash is a
superb teacher. He
feels that she is the
kind of teacher who
makes a difference
in the lives of her
students. She is
always stretching

herself for better results and is always
growing and learning.
Mash grew up in Edwardsville, IL
and graduated from Eastern Illinois
University.
She goes back to
Edwardsville every summer as co-director of a summer computer camp.
Petite and friendly and with a ready
smile, Mash has a life outside of teaching. She is co-owner of a duplex on the
60xx block of McPherson with her parents and works very hard on her house.
A nearby neighbor, Dan Schesch,
describes her as a good neighbor and a
good friend. He is glad she is on the
block.
For Dan, Mash plays volleyball and
tennis and makes jewelry that she has

Mash's longtime pet, a dalmatian
named Pepper, died recently. Mash
misses the dog much but thinks she will
look for another soon. She had liked to
dress Pepper up and take her picture. A
photo of Pepper in the driver's seat of
Mash's car ran on the front page of a
Chicago newspaper. Other pictures of
Pepper that won prizes include one of
Pepper sitting in a boat wearing a life
jacket with an American flag in the
background and a double exposure
showing a giant Pepper looming over a
Thanksgiving dinner.

Carla Mash participates in SkinkerDeBaliviere neighborhood activities and
makes positive contributions to the
community. •

Delmar at Sklnker

Classic Burgers & Company

OFF. 3674100
RES. 863-0220

16235 Delmar I31vd., 862-1006

A M Tea & Coffee Co.
Whole Bean Coffee
Loose Leaf Tea & Accessories
Imported & Domestic Cheese
La Bonne Bouchee Breads & Pastries
Wine & Imported Beers
Tues.- Fri. 10-6 p.m. Sat. 9-5 p.m.
6635 Delmar Blvd.
(in the Loop)
University City, MO 63130

725-1934 ,

BROKER®
ASSOCIATE

RENN1 SHUTER, GRI
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
RELOCATION SPECIAUST

ADOLPH K FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
4555 FOREST PARK
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63108

"burgers Served With Class"
20 VARIETIES Of 8 OZ. CHARBROILED BURGERS
Appetizers, Soups, Salads, Unburgers, Desserts,
Beverages, Beer & Wine
Open 7 days a Week at 11:00am
Live Entertainment Carry Out Available
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Aldermanic Update: Forest Park
1992 promises to be the most important
year in the history of Forest Park since
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in
1904. Voters in the City and County
will have a once in a lifetime opportunity to ensure the successful future of
our Forest Park, and City voters will be
asked by an ad hoc special interest
group to sign a petition forcing a special election to overturn years of planning and negotiations to improve the
area adjacent to the Art Museum.
"Proposition P" would establish a
Metropolitan Park Commission and
impose a City/County property tax for
the day-to-day operations of Forest
Park and a major capital improvement
program. This Proposition has my
strongest possible recommendation
and endorsement. Conversely, I sincerely ask you not to support the referendum petition drive to void the Art
Museum's capital improvement plan
recently approved by the City, which
would also assist in implementing the
City's long range goals for the southwest section of Forest Park.
Proposition P is a two pronged
measure on the April 7, 1992 ballot submitted by a rarely convened City/
County Board of Electors. In addition

Crumbing curbs and pavement at Des Peres
entrance to Forest Park
to creating the Metropolitan Park Commission and raising property taxes 6
cents per $100 of assessed valuation for
Forest Park, it would levy a two percent non-residential utility tax to pay
for joint City/County economic development programs. The property tax
increase would cost the owner of a
house worth $100,000 only $11.40 more
per year in real estate tax. Under the
provisions of the Missouri Constitution,
both questions must be voted on as a
single proposal, which needs approval
by separate voting majorities in the City
and County to pass.
The creation of the Metropolitan
Park Commission would relieve the
City from the operational costs of Forest Park and free up about $2 million in
the City's budget This revenue potentially could be directed toward

OFF. 367-6100
RES. 862-5071

BROKER®
ASSOCIATE

KARLEEN 0. HOERR
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
MEMBER MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR CLUB

ADOLPH K. FEINI3ERG REAL ESTATE CO.
4555 FOREST PARK
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63106

improvements in our 100 or so other
City parks. Forest Park would become
jointly owned by the City and County
and remain "forever free" for general
park use. The park would be operated
by a new 10 member Board of Park
Commissioners (five City residents and
five County residents appointed by the
Mayor and County Executive with the
approval of the Board of Aldermen and
County Council, respectively). This
Board would be very similar to the governing bodies of the Art Museum,
Botanical Garden, History, Science
Center and Zoo Subdistricts.
The day-to-day operations of Forest
Park would be funded in perpetuity by
two cents of the property tax. These
moneys could not be used for other
purposes and therefore the park will be
protected from nature budget cuts due
to the City's troubled financial condition. The additional four cents of the
levy will be used for restoration of the
infrastructure of Forest Park and has a
20 year "sunset* provision. Even more
important, this four cent tax will cease
to be collected if the Commission and
the Board of Aldermen and the County
Council fail to adopt a revised Master
Plan for Forest Park by June 1, 1996 to
guide the expenditure of these funds.
Copies of the complete Board of
Elector's Proposition P are available at
all City, County, college and university
libraries, the Boards of Election Commissioners at 41 S. Central in Clayton
and 208 S. Tucker Downtown, and at
the League of Women Voters Office at
6665 Delmar, Suite 304 in University
City.
In all honesty, I can think of no
valid reason for a City resident to vote
against this proposition. It's a
"win/win" solution on all counts.•.The
very small increase in our property tax
is well worth the cost, since it will supplement an even greater infusion of
County tax dollars into Forest Park,
allows a reappropriation of almost $2
million a year in existing City funds for
other purposes, and of paramount
importance, it will guarantee that our
great regional park will be restored and
maintained for the future use of the
general public, our children and grandchildren. Similarly, County voters
should also support this proposal not
only to restore Forest Park, that tarnished "crown" which holds our region's cultural "crown jewels" in
place, but also to protect the County's
continuing sizable tax dollar investment in the Zoo, the Science Center,
and the History and Mt Museums. The
City's budget continues to shrink, and
unfortunately the Parks Department,
being labor intensive, is always the first
to feel the ax. If the Commission is
established, it would equitably assess
everyone in the City and County and
provide County residents justifiable
equal standing in the day-to-day operations and future of what truly is our
premier regional park.
Conversely, I sincerely and strongly
urge you not to support the current
petition drive to nullity the privately
funded capital improvement plan for
the Art Museum area. Opponents

COLONIAL
RUG
COMPANY

The major components of the
"plan" for the southwest corner of the
park include the following:
1) Implementation of a "loop road"
system around the edges of the park to
allow certain roads in the central "core
area" to be removed, and the land
restored for passive park purposes;
2) Expansion of Kennedy Forest,
construction of a nature trail and better
management of this important urban
wooded area; •
3) Removal of parking and traffic
from the top of Art Hill in front of the
Art Museum and construction of a
• pedestrian plaza;
4) Restoration and
landscaping of the
pedestrian promenade
along the crest of Art
Hill;
5) Restoration and
continued maintenance
of the Statue of St Louis
and its immediate area
6) Insistence that
there be no net loss of
green space in the park;
7) Development and
implementation of a
detailed landscape plan
View from Kennedy Forest into area to be taken by
for the park;
Art museum parking lot(s).
8) Shifting ongoing
maintenance costs from the dwindling
the home for some of the greatest culCity budget to other public revenue
tural institutions in our region. These
sources like the Art Museum Subdisvaried and equally important public
trict and eventually to a regional parks
uses can and should be accommodated
commission as is now pending with
within the park's over 1200 acres.
Proposition P; and yes,
In 1900 the City -of St. Louis dedi9) Increased parking at the Art
cated by ordinance the area on top of
Museum!
•
what is now "Art Hill," for the erection
The recently adopted Art Museum
of a building which "together with the
plan incorporates all of these goals, and
site upon which it is located, shall be
at no cost to the City. R is not simply a
devoted to the use of this institution
"parking lot" development! White it is
forever for the exhibition of pictures
true that, except for expanded parking,
and sculpture...and the education of the
the 1983 draft master plan suggested no
public in art...to be open free to the
future growth of the Art Museum in
public..." As we all know, the Art
Forest Park, it must be noted that at
Museum was eventually built on this
Aldermanic hearings in the months folsite, being the first such museum in the
lowing the CDC adoption of the plan,
United States funded by public dollars,
the Art Museum publicly announced its
"dedicated to art and free to all." I am
dream to someday build additional
extremely proud and eternally grateful
wings to the east and west of the origithat our civic leadership at that time
nal building to echo the grand scheme
had the insight, vision and political
of the Palace of Fine Arts buildings at
courage to undertake and fund this
the 1904 World's Fair and this goal has
endeavor. It is now our turn to mainbeen incorporated into planning for the
tain, improve and provide for the future
of the Art Museum for those who come
park. Indeed, while some criticize the
Museum's long range plan to enlarge its
after us, but for the first time also takexhibition space in the park, I support
ing into consideration the needs of Forest Park as a whole.
it. The Art Museum will expand, the
question is where. I firmly believe this
Meaningful strategic planning for
Forest Park began in 1976 and culmigrowth should be in the City and if
nated in 1983 with the adoption of a
need be, in Forest Park. The wealthy
master plan for the park by the City's
and well-educated will always have
access to the Fine Arts. But what about
Community Development Commission.
A citizen task force had been assemthe poor and under-educated who truly
bled and many public discussions,
need and enjoy the respite, beauty, spirmeetings and reviews were conducted
itual uplift and inspiration that such art
during this time. The result was not a
can provide? Our public cultural instidetailed blueprint with the force of law,
tutions must remain accessible to these
but a group of documents incorporating
citizens and remain "free to all!" A new
the CDC Master Plan and concomitant
"branch" of our Mt Museum in Ballwin
recommendations by the Community
or Ellisville could not possibly be as
Development Agency, park institutions,
accessible to all our neighbors or our
and other interested groups providing
schoolchildren.
general planning and guidance for the
The Mt Museum's current proposal
City, the Parks Department and the
is sensitive to, and supportive of, the
institutions in the park.
needs of Forest Park. There has been

%would have you believe that this plan is
an ill- conceived, poorly planned
blitzkrieg to create a "sea of asphalt"
and destroy half of Kennedy Forest;
but this is patently not true! This 31
page legal agreement, which reflects
existing park planning goals, years of
negotiations and public discussion, and
would benefit the park as a whole,
should not be reduced to a disinformation "bumper sticker" campaign issue.
Our great urban park serves us all,
not only as a preserve for "open space"
but also as a greatly needed site for
active and structured recreation. It is

PHOTO BY KING SCHOENFELD

by Dan McGuire,
28th Ward Alderman

McPherson

Management Inc.

6191 Delmar

6008 Kingsbury Ave.
At Des Peres
St. Louis, MO 63112

Complete Floor Service
Remnants Always In Stock

Management of Apartments
Condominiums &
Commercial Property

Bill Schiller
726-3281

Calvin B. Stunt Jr.
727-1730

Thai Cafe
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no new precedent set for other institutions to seek more parking or space for
expansion. That precedent was set
decades ago. The precedent this plan
sets is that any such future proposal
must be able to withstand the heat of
the public crucible and be supportive of
the needs of the park as a whole, not
just those of the institution. Land is no
longer free" in Forest Park.
The Art Museum plan will allow no
net loss of greenspace. It will landscape
and improve the crest of Art Hill and
relocate existing parking lots, creating a
pedestrian promenade and plaza along
Fine Arts Drive to provide easy public
access to one of the most beautiful vistas the City has to offer. It mandates
that the Subdistrict will care for the
Statue of St. Louis forever and place
additional monumental art on the promenade and perhaps elsewhere in the
area. The Art Museum will construct
that portion of the proposed loop road
system" joining Valley Drive with Fine
Arts Drive to the northwest of the Art
Museum. The Subdistrict will maintain
all the greenspace within the area at no
cost to the City. It will decrease the
width of roads around the Art Museum
and entirely remove portions of certain
roads for their conversion back to open
space. The proposed south parking lot
and the relocated bike path will
encroach not one square inch into the
wooded area with canopy and understory to the southwest of the Art
Museum. MI of the approved improvements will involve areas that are currently mowed grass with relatively few
trees. Healthy trees will be saved and a
minimum of 500 new trees and 1200
new shrubs will be planted. The plan
has been developed by world class landscape architect Dan Kiley, who also
-landscaped our Gateway Arch grounds
for Eero Saarinen, and recently
presided over a charrette on Forest
Park convened by our local chapter of
the American Institute of Architects.
Most importantly, over 126,000
square feet of concrete and asphalt will
be removed from the middle of Kennedy
Forest by the elimination of Government Drive from its western intersection with Valley Drive to the edge of the
north Zoo parking lot. The positive and
dramatic impact of returning this fourlane street to passive wooded growth
and allowing the two main areas of
Kennedy Forest to grow together, by
itself, more than compensates for any
encroachment by the proposed south
parking lot on park land next to the
eastern edge of the Forest
The plan will also provide additional
well-lit, safe, convenient and needed
parking for the Art Museum and Zoo,
and other visitors to Art Hill and
Kennedy Forest
The successful implementation of
this plan, especially the removal of Government Drive, finally sets the stage for
the Missouri Department of Conservation to assist the City, or hopefully the
new Board of Park Commissioners,
with the construction of a nature trail
and the restoration, management and
expansion of that portion of the Forest
bounded by Wells Drive on the south,
Winker Boulevard on the west, the golf
course on the north (which boundary is
generally a line projected from the alley
west of Skinker between Northwood
and Arundel) and the Zoo and Art
Museum grounds on the east.
The Art Museum needs our support
for their ambitious, privately funded,
well planned, environmentally and aesthetically pleasing plan...not the brickbats of a well meaning-but misinformed
and vocal few with tunnel vision.
Forest Park needs our votes and our
dedicated tax dollars not only to survive
for the remaining years of this century,
but to serve our children and grandchildren in the 21st Century. •
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SKINKER, DEBALIVIERE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 16, 1992, MINUTES
Attending the meeting were: Directors C. Forslund, G. Fox, G. Hayes, A.
Johnson, S. Johnson, C. Marinella, S.
Polk, it Roncal, L Stein, N. Vatcha, J.
Wright, Executive Director N. Farmer,
and Assistant E. Grapperhaus.
Guests attending the meeting were:
A. Busch, S. Green, C. Homan, M.
Ippolito, G. Johannes, D. Lutskey, Ald.
D. McGuire, G. Montgomery, D. Smith,
D. Townsend, J. Vatcha, J. Waits, and C.
Wilson.

mar"; seconded by Wright and
approved.
Stein moved "That minutes from the
October 17 board meeting be accepted
as read"; seconded by Johnson and
approved.

Director's Report. Farmer
reported on plans for 275 DeBaliviere.
The owner is proposing to develop the
vacant lot south of the existing retail
center for mixed use with a two-story
building, first floor commercial and

The meeting was called to order at
7:35 p.m.
Farmer summarized plans for a jars
club as proposed by Mike Mayfield for
the storefront at 6100 Delmar.
The floor was then opened
for discussion:
J. Vatcha quoted data from a survey
of merchants near the proposed club.
Sixty-three percent believed that alcohol should be discouraged.
Townsend stated that the wishes of
the community were that the club not
serve alcohol only. He operates a business a half a block away. He feels
strongly that food should be served
before a liquor license is issued.
C. Wilson stated that this was the
time to protect development along Delmar, not to take a risk of developing the
stigma caused by a bad incident.
G. Johannes, on behalf of the
Sldrdcer DeBaliviere Community Housing Corporation (SDCHC), stated that
live entertainment would be great for
the area. However, parking for
Rosedale is already a problem, and Mayfield only intends to book artists Friday
nights and Saturday afternoons.
D. McGuire commented that Mayfield would need a conditional use from
the Board of Aldermen before he could
open.
D. Lutsky expressed the idea that
alcohol-related businesses create nothing but headaches. Restaurants are
great as they tend to stabilize the area
He alluded to development in the University City Loop.
J. Wright stated that a jazz club
would be great, but this is not a jazz
club.
A. Busch agreed that a jazz club
would be fine but had concerns about
parking. She said that if Mayfield is not
good at serving food, requiring him to
do so would not make him successful at
it. If he works with the neighborhood,
he should be given the chance.
C. Forslund wondered what percentage of gross receipts needed to be
food.
Stein moved That the SDCC will
oppose both the liquor license application and a conditional use permit application for the 'Comfort Zone Lounge' as
it is currently proposed for 6100 Del-

SIdnIter-DeBalitiere Community Council 1992 Officers from left, to right Laaa Stein, Vice Fresidene Roth Johnson, Seaman, Catherine Foreland, President; George Genung, Treasurer
Wright moved 'That the Treasurer's
report through November be accepted";
seconded by Stein and approved.
Webb moved "That C. Forslund, L.
Stein, R. Johnson, and G. Genung be
elected as President, Vice President,
Secretary, and Treasurer respectively";
seconded by Roncal and approved.
The Martin Luther King commemoration January 19 at Grace and Peace
Fellowship was announced. The program is to begin at 3:00 p.m. and is
about 11/2 hours. R. Roncal noted that
there is good publicity concerning the
event
Commercial District
Committee Report
Stein reported that the committee
continues to work on language for a
Redevelopment Plan. Lengthy discussion followed about the process the
committee is using and elements of the
plan. Forslund requested that the committee make a presentation at the February SDCC board meeting and update
members on the status of the plan.
DeGiverville. Johnson reported
that the Block Unit is concerned with
what is going on at London & Son's Pipe
Shop.
Kingsbury Square. Marinette
reported that there are many unknowns
regarding the proposed expansion plans
of Kingsbury Square Hardware.
Nina Fl. Stein reported that there
are three new occupants. Construction
has slowed considerably. The new
manager is working out wet
Recycling. Farmer reported that
the committee will meet January 30;
they are planning to sponsor a recycling/composting seminar in March with
other CWE organizations.
The Board agreed to have regular
meetings on the second Monday of each
month; the next three meetings will be
Feb. 10, Mar. 9, Apr. 13.

eight residential units on the second
floor. The developer will review these
plans with neighbors from 5700
DeGiverville and Waterman later this
month at SDCC.
The Housing Conservation District
Ordinance has been adopted and will
take effect 2/15/92.
Wabash Triangle Cafe. This coffee house/cafe will open in the next few
weeks. There was no action by SDCC
concerning this establishment. The
owner/operator, Calvin Case had a coffee house in San Francisco. The restaurant will be open for breakfast, lunch,
and dinner. He hopes to serve beer and
wine. There will be table service only;
no bar. It will close at 10:00 or 11:00
p.m.. There will be sceneiwoustleal
entertainment on weekends.
Crime. Farmer reported good
news and bad news in the area of crime.
Statistics show that crime was down in
1991 in all categories. However, burglaries are up for the first couple of
weeks ofJanuary especially in the 60006100 blocks of Waterman. A meeting
was held in the SDCC offices with
Suzanne Hart, Crime Commissioner,
detectives, and Captain Brocato of the
police department.
Grafitti. Grafitti can't be removed
until the weather warms. If a product
that will remove grafitti can be found,
Farmer asked if the board would authorize buying it; the board approved.
C.D.A. Block Grant. Stein moved
"That the SDCC contract with the Community Development Agency for a
Neighborhood Development Incentive
program grant, per the 92.31-40 Work
Program, for $21,000 in 1992. The
Board further authorizes C. Forslund, L.
Stein, R. Roncal, and N. Fanner to sign
any documents related to this contract";
seconded by A. Johnson and approved.
Meeting adjourned at 895 p.m. •

West End Arts Council Introduces YAHOO
Young Artists Hands on Opportunities
(YAHOO) is an apprenticeship program
developed by the West End Arts Council
and funded by the Regional Arts Commission. It is designed for promising
teenage artists who otherwise have limited opportunities to develop artistic talent and interests. YAHOO was inspired
by a similar program in New Orleans.
The West End Arfa•Council is sponsoring a 12 week pilot program with 8 participant& They meet for two bows on
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and
•also will have three weekend sessions;
This pilot program focuses on sculpture. The artistic director is Bill Christman whose studio is located at 8014
Kingsbury. He is an accomplished
• sculptor and will-hold the sessions in

his studio. Artists located close to
Christman in Skinker-DeBaliviere will
join in his efforts. They include Ken
and Kate Anderson, Bill Hawk, Diane
Jarred, and Bill Kohn.
If this pilot effort is successful, the West
End Arts Council will establish a formal
selection process for interested youth in
conjunction with the St Louis Public
Schools. Pilot participants were
referred by schools, churches, and the
public library.
Christman expects to display the works
produced by YAHOO participants at a
local gallery. All items will be for sale.
Proceeds will go to a scholarship fund
for the young artist and the YAHOOrnopant a

West End Wines
Your Neighborhood Bar
serving

Wines, Beers, Scotches
and Light Foods
Tailings Every Saturday
307-09 Belt at Pershing
DeBaliviere Place
367-3049
Free Parking
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Following are some of the dreams
offered by the New City students:

Photos from King Commemoration

My dream is for peace and
happiness in the world;
My dream is that white people will
not rule the black people;
My dream is that people will treat
people how they want to be treated;
My dream is that one day there
will be no pollution, no killings,
and no fighting;
My dream is no wars, no pollution,
no cutting down trees;
My dream is no polluting,
no cutting down the rain forest,
and that everyone will be equal
and that blacks will befree;

New City School Kids

Athena Bush

Rev. Middelman

Raymond Staples

My dream is no more drugs, gangs,
or drug-related babies.
The commemoration concluded
with remarks by Rabbi Susan Talve of
the Central Reform Congregation. She
addressed her comments to the children
in the audience and asked them to work
very hard to fwd the good that is within
us all and that allow us to live in harmony with all groups of people.
Special thanks for this memorable
afternoon go to Jack Wright, who
chaired the event, and Nancy Farmer of
SDCC. They were assisted by Sally
Boggeman, Ruth Johnson, Can
Marinello, Connie McFarland, Shirley
Polk, and Jan Waits. •

St. Roch Math
Contest Winners
Taking fourth place among twentyfour schools at the regional MATHCOUNTS competition Saturday February 22 was the team from St. Roch
School, 6040 Waterman. Brian Perrin
walked away as top individual winner
of the meet, which drew 100 top seventh and eighth grade math students
from the area. Others on the St. Roch
team were Emily Gerard, Max Ferrigni,
and Jeremy Schoenfeld. Math coach
for the team was Mr. Paul Shaver. Perrin will go on to state-wide competition
in Columbia, MO next month.
The annual meet was sponsored by
the National Society of Professional
Engineers with support from the PostDispatch, Southwestern Bell, and Monsanto. •

A.K. Feinberg
Real Estate Co.
SKINKER-DEBALIVIERE
6110 WESTMINSTER.Handsome home (situated on a lot & a half) abounding with beautiful woodwork. Master bedroom w/ separate bath & walk-in closet. Finished lower
level w/ large family room, bath, & laundry
area 4 bedrooms, 3 baths.
Karleen 0. Hoerr, 862-5071

St. Roth School Students: (from left) Brian
Perrin, Emily Gerard, Max Ferrigni, and
Jeremy Sehoenfeld

REMOVE GRAFFITI FROM
YOUR PROPERTY AS
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE!

Leaders of Cub Scout Pack 31 Honored
by Talmadge E. Newton III
Three leaders of Cub Scout Pack 31,
chartered to Grace United Methodist
Church, 6199 Waterman, were honored
recently by the St. Louis Area Council
of Boy Scouts at the Keystone District
Recognition dinner on January 16.
Margaret Droege, Committee Chairman, received a Certificate of Appreciation for her efforts on behalf of Scouting for Food in our area Fire Station
#30, under Droege's supervision,
received 137 cases of food collected by
the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts of the
area
OFF. 367-8100
RES. 727.8807

Ralph Eglin Wafer, Cubmaster,
received the Cub Scouter Award, the
Webelos Den Leader Award, and the
Scouter Training Award. Wafer was
also recognized with a plaque for his
staff position at the November Area
Council Pow Wow.
Sara Rotten Newton, Den Leader
Coach, was presented with the Keystone District Award of Merit for her
years of dedication to scouting. •

HAPPY TACO
5917 Delmar
8624066
BROKER&
ASSOCIATE

ANNA H. MASON
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB

ADOLPH K. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
4555 FOREST PARK
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63108

arzsin
n

Authentic AU Natural
Mexican Cuirine
licate

Don't let your fence, building or garage
become acommunication board for
teenagers. Graffiti attracts more graffiti. It is unattractive, and if left intact,
teenagers learn that it's O.K. to communicate by defacing property. The Urban
League has contributed white and grey
primer paintto the Skinker-DeBaliviere
Community Council for neighbors touse
to eradicate graffiti. Call the SDCC
(862-5122) to arrange for immediate
pick up of this FREE primer. if you have
graffiti on a masonry surface that cannot be painted, call SDCC or Operation
Conserve (622-4628) as quickly as possible. You will be put on a list for graffiti
removal by Operation Brightside. •

K I N GSBURY
ANIMAL
HOSPITAL
420 N. Skinker ( at Kingsbury)
Stephen A. Brammeier DVM
Mary Ann Bolser DVM
Full Service Grooming Available
Hours By Appointment
9-6:30 Mon.-Thurs.
9-4:30 Fri.
10-2 Sat.
7214251

6148 McPHERSON • Magnificent woodwork.
Oak bookcases w/ leaded windows flank the
fireplace. Many original light fixtures. New
I/2 bath on 1st floor. Newer kitchen w/ white
cabinets, center island &
microwave.
6 bedrooms. 1 112 baths.
Karleen O. Hoerr, 8625071
9043 KINGSBURY • Stylish townhome with
great space. Dramatic 2 story family
room bedroom wI freestanding stove & extra
long windows. Beautiful hardwood floors.
3+ bedrooms, 2 112 baths.
Karleen 0. Hoerr, 8624071
431 LAUREL. - Large home w/ some stained
glass. Corner lot location, light sunny rooms.
Under $70,000. Motivated seller. 6 bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths. Karleea 0. Hoerr, 862-5071
6011 KINGSBURY - 3 family - converted to 5
family. Perfect (or owner-occupant. Ready
to rehab. Sold ‘As Is'.
Karleen 0. Hoerr, 8624071

PARKVIEW
6237 McPHERSON • Magnificent Tudor on
.5+ acre of beautifully landscaped grounds w/
built•in pool, and fully functioning carriage
house. The living room features mahogany
paneling, woodbuming fireplace, & recessed
lighting Master suite includes separate bath,
adjoining library & walk-in closet. 8 bedrooms, 4 lt2 baths. A jewel.
&Meta O. Hoerr, 882-6071
•
6214PERSHING • Charming Parkview home
w/ much character. Living room wI bay window & decorative fireplace. Fabulous 3rd
floor, wonderful light, all new windows.
Great for an artist studio. 4+ bedrooms, 3 112
baths. Kirke IN 116411T, 8624071
MU PERSHING - Handsome home with 1st
floor family room/study. living room w/
woodbuntIng fireplace and marble mantel.
wonderful master suite w/ separate bath,
sunroom & wall of closets. 6 bedrooms, 4
baths. Harken 0. Hoerr, 882-6071
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Vicissitudes

REFUSE
RAMBLINGS

New City School
to Expand
The New City School has purchased
the vacant lots in the 5200 block of
Waterman. It also owns the property
between the New City building and the
Chesterfield Apartments.
According to New City Treasurer
John Weil, -This expansion will allow
us to develop badly needed play space,
and to further compliment the growth
in the neighborhood." The school continues a dialogue with neighbors about
the planned expansion. •

OFF. 3874100
RES. 726-6621

or 20 minutes to collect everything and
carry it out to the curb from whence it
magically disappears. Being cost conscious I value my free time at $20 an
hour (and cheap at the price). A
monthly trip to Circus was $40 of my
time. Earthcircle Recycling costs me $5
a month. Savings $35. And the cost can
go down. Jerry bases his fee on the
number of households per block using
the service. If I can convince some of
my neighbors to sign up, then my savings (and theirs) becomes greater. If
this sounds like a commercial it may be,
but I assure you I am not getting a commission for each new customer. You
can reach Jerry Witter at 699-3247.
Earthcircle takes a lot of materials
but I [Ind myself looking at the trash I
still carry out and seeking alternatives
for what Earthcircle doesn't collect. I
have found some places to recycle other
materials.
Mailboxes, Etc. on DeBaliviere will
be happy to take styrofoam popcorn—
you know, the stuff that your purchases
are packed in to prevent the shippers
from destroying it before you get a
chance. Since we do a lot of shopping
by mail and 1-800, we find ourselves
accumulating this popcorn and I an
delighted to fmd someone willing to reuse it.
Another product that we recycle is
coat hangars. Everyone knows that
hangers breed in the back of closets and
now I have a way to clear them out
without contributing to the landfill. I
have my shirts done at Delmar Cleaners
and they re-use the wire and paper covered hangers. They won't take the cardboard tube hangers (pants hangers) but
those don't breed nearly as rapidly as
the plain wire ones.
Schnuck's will take styrofoam egg
cartons. There is a rack in the store by
the eggs for you to drop off your container. Last (but certainty not least) for
those of us who buy coffee and tea from
Classical Coffee, Lois Clay is giving a
small discount if you bring your bag
back for your next purchase. I now
have one bag that has been to Classical
Coffee eight times. AM Tea & Coffee
gives a similar rebate.
I admit to feeling pretty good about
this family's effort, but I am still looking
for places to recycle other materials.
Number one on my list is someone who
will take slick, glossy paper. Between
the number of magazine subscriptions,
mail order catalogs, and the sales ads
from Venture, Target, etc. we have a ton
(hyperbole) of this every month. Number two is all the other plastic materials
besides milk jugs, etc. If anyone has
found places to dispose of these materials and others that I haven't covered in
this article, I would really like to hear
from you. Send a note to me in care of
The Times to the Skinker DeBaliviere
Council office. My goal in this is to get
my dumpster trips down to one a
month. Everyone needs a goal in life. •

Boulevard
Cleaners
REALTORg

and

Shirt Laundry
SUSAN M. FEINBERG
COMMERCIAL / INVESTMENT DIVISION

Exclusive Quality Dry Cleaning
Shim 1971

863-6575
ADOLPH K. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
4555 FOREST PARK
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63108

6082-34 Delmar, St. Louis, MO
AToirtwaxt Douche Company

rICOTO BYItROY RONC

By Rich Lake
Stuff, stuff, and more stuff. What can
we do with it?Recycling is a 90's focus.
Magazines, newspapers, and television
tell us the landfills are nearly full. Missouri says we can't put yardwaste in the
dumpsters. Modem packaging seems
designed so the package is much bigger
than the product. Some examples of
this: CD's, most handtools and anything
smaller than a breadbox. So what do
we do with stuff, stuff, and more stuff?
Our family has been actively recycling
for the past couple of years with varying
degrees of enthusiasm and success.
I have discovered that recycling
reduces the number of bags taken to the
dumpster. Because our kitchen has a
techno-toy (also known as a trash compactor), I don't have to empty a trash
can every three days anyway. But,
'since we began active recycling I carry
out the compactor bag about twice a
month instead of once a week. The
question then becomes, "What am I
doing with the stuff that used to go to
the dumpster?"
Start with the obvious. Newspapers, soda bottles,gallon milk cartons,
aluminum cans, glass, and cardboard
are fairly easy to recycle. For over a
year I have made a monthly trip to the
Circus Recycling Center on Kingshighway where all these things are
accepted. It took me about 2 hours of
time every month to load up my
Bronco, drive over, unload and come
home. But in January that procedure
changed with the advent of Jerry Witter's Earthcircle Recycling. For $5 a
month Jerry will pick up all the materials that I have been taking to Circus and
he picks up twice a month. Most Times
readers received a flyer on Earthcircle
in the January issue and if any of you
have been trying to decide whether the
service was worth it, please read on.
In my view his service is wonderful.
Pickup occurs on the first and third
Sunday of each month. It takes me 15

Captain Gary Ruffin with team members at the DeBaliviere Fire Station. Ruffin considers the fire
house to be part of the neighborhood and urges neighbors to drop by. The fire fighters hare
adopted the library Kiosk and help out there often. Ruffin grew up a couple of blocks north of the
firehouse so he is at home here.

by Marj Weir
With this issue we will do a little
A positive sign in local real estate is
catching up with neighborhood news
indicated by the fact that three condowhich hasn't been covered during our
minium units in DeBaliviere Place West
Vicissitudes hiatus.
have been resold in recent times.
Among the babies born in recent
Peter and Mary Schmit of the 6100
months were Nicholas Kurtz, December
block of McPherson have another for27, 1991, 7 lbs., 11 ounces, third son of
eign exchange student, Marcello
Katie and Paul Kurtz of the 6100 block
Prestamo, from Monterrey, Mexico. He
of Kingsbury, and Gregory Powell,
is a senior at CBC where he played
November 6, 1991, 9 lbs., 4
ounces, strapping second
son of Mary and Hitch
Powell, who live on 6100
Westminster.
In mid-October, Ginny
and Tom Klevorn presented their third child,
George Philip. They
returned to the neighborhood last summer after
several years in Belgium.
Loyal Beagles (St.
Rows Men's. Softball
Team). will note with pleasure that Mark Vaughan
and his wife Elizabeth will 28th Ward Democratic Committeeman Bruce Yampolsky and
be bringing Stephen, born Committeewoman Rose Marie Storey celebrating their recent
December 16, 1991, to election endorsement by the ward organization.
games this summer. The
Vaughans live on Clara in DeBaliviere
strong safety on the football team. Over
Place. (If you, too, would like to sign
the long Presidents Day weekend he
with the Beagles, call Brad Weir, 863sided at both Chestnut and Sundown in
7558.)
Galena, Illinois, and Dubuque, Iowa.
Lisa And Bill Homer are reportedly
Later in the spring the Schndts plan to
expecting their third sometime soon.
take Marcello to Washington, D.C., for a
Watch this space for further details.
look at our government at work. MarThe Springfield, MO-born actress
cello is their third exchange student.
Kathleen Turner was conducted through
A wholly new problem may be in the
the caverns of the Missouri State Legismaking in our neighborhood: Crazed
lature recently by our own Jill McGuire,
Yuppies. Katie Kurtz reports that an
director of the Regional Arts Commisadult male yuppie jogger, while loping
sion Ms. Turner was here to speak on
past her home, veered into her front
behalf of continued state funding for the
yard, pushed over her children's snowWS.
man, and barely breaking stride, continFebruary 17, 1992, marked the 50th
ued on his way. Jogging must not be
wedding anniversary for Vincent and
good for some people's hearts!
Lucille Schoemehl of the 6100 block of
Be warned! Cecil Fielder Stein,
McPherson. They married in St. Louis
feline roomer at Lana Stein's home, so
on a Tuesday at 7:00 o'clock in the
dislikes the ringing of the telephone that
morning while Vince, then a supply
he knocks it off the hook. If you should
sergeant, was on a leave from t he Army.
call Lana and someone answers but
A big celebration is planned for the
does not speak, you are in touch with
weekend of the 21st of February, but
Cecil. He takes very poor messages and
since this is after this issue goes to
you will be better off calling back later.
press, we cannot report any details!
Those with suggestions for curbing this
In the career change/development/
problem are encouraged to write rather
advancement department we can report
than call.
that Venita Lake of the 5800 block of
Please call Mad Weir, 863-7558, with
Waterman has earned her Master of Libyour news for Vicissitudes. She has an
eral Arts degree from Washington Unianswering machine that works when her
versity. She is an Assistant Dean of Unichildren leave:: one. •
versity College at the University. JoAnn
( dt cc
''—
Vatcha has taken a position with Operadon Impact working in Housing Development.
Longtime residents will remember
the warm company of Jim and Betty
Dunlap of Westminster and Rosedale.
Jim passed away recently. We will miss
A pub that has good food.
him and we extend our sympathy to
Famous
Hamburgers. sandwiches,
Betty.
homemade soup, salads, desserts,
Our sympathies as well to Willis and
daily specials and much more.
Loretta Lloyd of the 6000 block of
McPherson and the family on the sudOPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11 A NI
6504 Delmar Breakfast on Sundays,
den loss of their son Leslie.
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In Your Ear
by Tom Hoerr
The blue-grey smoke cleared and the
genie looked at me with a wry smile on
his face. His left hand stroked his goatee and his right hand held the scabbard at his side. I squinted my eyes
because the glare from the Magic Lamp
made it hard for me to look directly at
him.
"And now," he bellowed, "finder of
the lamp, you have one wish, one
detire, that I will grant. What is it to
be?"
The silence was eerie. I could hear
the water slowly dripping from the stalagmites in the darkened cave, and I
could hear the sound of my own heart
as it pulsed with excitement and fear.
One wish. One wish. Only one wish.
"Excuse me," I said and cleared my
throat, "Believe it or not, I've often
thought about what I would do in this
kind of situation: I waited and he said
nothing. "But could I use my one wish
to have two more wishes?"
"Do I look like a sucker or what?"
he sneered. His eyes rolled towards the
roof of the cave and he continued, "I
mean, give me a break. You stumble
into this cave, find a lamp that you rub,
I appear and offer to grant you any one
wish, and you want more? Give me a
break! No wonder the world is shot to
hell these days:
"But you didn't say..." I began. He
raised his hand and I stopped in midsentence.
"Didn't say, didn't say, nah-nah.
nab!" This isn't Parcheesi, it's about
life. Now I offered you one wish, take
it or leave it. There are lots of other
people who would be happy with one
wish. There's the homeless, the people
with dreaded diseases, there's Tom
Harkin."
"For that matter," he continued,
"there's Richard Nixon. He'd certainly
be happy with one wish now, but he
blew it the first time: "Nixon, Richard
Nixon had a wish?" I asked. This was
getting even more interesting. "You
mean you granted a wish to President
Richard M. Nixon?"
The genie sat on his haunches and
puffed from a cigar that had mysteriously appeared from nowhere. He blew

Classifieds
Found: I set of house keys with an
orange "doodad" attached to them. Call
the Kurtzes, 727-6377.

A Word to
Dog Owners
In recent weeks, metro area residents have read about instances of doh
attacking people. In our own neighborhood, a dog apparently was permitted to
attack another dog. Luckily, serious
injury was avoided.
In light of these developments, it is
worthwhile reiterating St. Louis City law
concerning dangerous dogs. First, when
dogs are walked, they should be on
leashes. Pets should not be allowed to
run free without supervision.
Second, for dogs considered to be
dangerous (such as pit bulls), special law
applies. Such dogs are to be muzzled
when walked and a heavy steel link
chain is to be used as a leash. Second,
when such a dog is confined in a yard,
Were has to be a sign on the fence stat-'
ing that a dangerous dog resides within.
If you know of violations to this ordinance, please notify the St. Louis Department of Health which has enforcement
powers or call the SDCC at 8625122. •

a smoke ring, then another, then two
smokes rings, one within another.
"Ah yes, Richard Milhous Nixon,"
he said, whispering the name. "I
remember him well.
"Ilk can you tell me what that wish
was?"
"Oh no," he replied quickly, exhaling cigar smoke, "there aren't many
rules for this kind of thing, but that's
one of them: no telling anyone what
wish was granted."
"Was it about Watergate? Viet
Nam? Checkers? Just give me a hint,
please," I begged. When I got home,
Woodward and Bernstein would have
nothing on me. "Enough," he shouted,
"ENOUGH. I've told you all I can tell
you." "Well then," I countered, "even if
you can't tell me what you granted,
how about giving me the names of
some of the other people you've
worked with? That's not against the
rules, is it?" I was interested, sure, but
I was also trying to stall for time before
I had to make my one and only wish.
Maybe hearing who the others were
would give me inspiration. Besides,
this whole experience was a bit like riding down Space Mountain at Disney
World. I wasn't sure where it was
going, but knew I didn't want it to end.
Just yet.
I thought back to how all this had
started. There I was, walking on the
beach when this pinkish looking rabbit
ran into a cave. I could have sworn
that the rabbit was wearing a hat. I
know that's an odd thought, but given
this, who knows what's odd these days?
Anyway, I decided to follow the rabbit
into the cave. At first it was big and
airy and level, but then I tripped over
an old beer bottle and fell. I began to
roll down a hill, further into the cave.
The next thing...
"Are you listening or what?" the
genie shouted. I must've been daydreaming and hadn't heard what he had
said.
"Sorry, Mr. Genie," I said, "I missed
that last part. Could you give it to me
again?" I felt like I was in school.
"Well you asked who's been granted
wishes," he replied somewhat tartly,

"and I was naming some of the people
you might recognize. I can't tell.you
what the wishes were, but for most of
them, I suspect it's pretty obvious."
"Right," I said, "so who?"
"Nixon, Cher Bono — that was her
name then, Wilt Chamberlain, RoseAmt
Barr, Regis Phelbin, Howard Cosell, Bo
Derek, Michael Jackson, Bill Bidwell,
Jerry Lewis, John Ashcroft, Wyatt Earp,
Madonna, Dan Quayle, Patrick Emory,
and James Michener. It's actually a
fairly large group of people."
"That's an odd list," I mused, "politicians, athletes, comedians, notables
from all walks of life. But why them,
what was there about these particular
people and the Magic Lamp?"
"Ah, the naivete of youth," he continued, "they're all there precisely
because of the lamp."
"Huh?" I responded cleverly.
"The lamp, you simple one, without
the lamp you wouldn't even know that
they existed." He waited and puffed
his cigar. This time the smoke rings
were intertwined, so it looked like he
was blowing chainlink smoke rings.
"What do these people have in common?" I asked myself. Then it came to
me and I shouted, punching my right
hand into the air, "YES!" felt pretty
stupid that it had taken me so long to
understand his point. "You mean that
while there are lots of famous people in
the world, these people became famous
only because of you and the lamp!"
"Bingo," he smiled somewhat condescendingly, "they didn't have a lot
going for themselves until they rubbed
me the right way, er, rubbed my lamp
the right way, I mean."
"This is great," I smiled, "because of
a pinkish rabbit, I've got fame and fortune and happiness coming my way."
And as soon as the words had left mil
mouth, I knew how foolish they were.
The cigar smoke was now being
fashioned into horizontal shapes that
resembled Persian carpets. The genie
was on his back, using the lamp as a
pillow, legs crossed, blowing smoke
towards the roof of the cave. But I
didn't care because I finally understood.

"This is a trick," I said somewhat
indignantly, pointing my finger at him.
These folks aren't really any happier
and we're not any better because of
them. They are all folks who had the
opportunity for happiness, the chance
to make things better, and they blew it.
Right?"
"Can't say," he said, recrossing his
legs. But I detected a smile.
"But there are other people, I'll
bet," I continued, "who did successfully
capitalize on their wish, who gained
-because of the lamp and made the
world better, right? Am I right?"
"No, little man," he said and rose to
stand and tower over me. He seemed
much bigger now than when I had first
seen him. He spoke in very soft tones,
"You had it right the first time. The
larrip can only bring misfortune and
tragedy; yes, it can bring fame, but
fame is hollow. And it never brings
happiness."
"And the successful people?
They're just lucky?"
"There is no such thing as luck.
What you call luck is the combination
of preparation plus opportunity. The
concept of luck is a myth latched on to
by those who don't prepare and who
don't see the opportunities."
"Nell you won't fool me," I said triumphantly. "I'm leaving, climbing out
of this cave. You and your lamp and
your smoke rings can wait for the next
sucker."
I turned and ran and began to
climb, not really knowing where I was
going, just understanding that up was
the direction I wanted, that up would
eventually get me out. Along the way, I
wondered if I had made the right decision, but the more I thought about it,
the more I was sure that I had chosen
wisely.
Then I saw a glimmer of light and I
knew that I had found the mouth of the
cave. I stepped outside to find blue
skies and a bright sun. I leaned against
a tree and paused to take a big breath
of fresh air. And then I saw the pinkish
rabbit, wearing a hat and running into
another entrance to the cave. And fob
lowing the rabbit was Mario Cuomo. •
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