
contIniong 	a 	well- 
established and well-liked 
annual fall tradition, the 
Itosetiale•Neighborhood 
rLvsa•iation is again sponsoring 
Rugs to Riches. Rags to Riches 
IS a neighborhood-wide yard sale 
designed to allow residents to 
rid their homes of unnecessary 
but still usable items Using the 
logic that more is better than 
one, Rosedale has found that 
multiple sales attract many more 
interested cutomers. It is also 
an excellent opportunity to 
Introduce many people to the 
SkInker•DeBaliviere 
neighborhood. 

Rags to Riches is set for 
Saturday, September 19, from 
8:30 am. to 3:30 p.m. Everyone 
who wants to have a sale should 
MI out a registration form and 
pay the $15 fee. Forms are in 
proems of being delivered door-
to-door and they should be 
returned to the SDCC office, 6010 
Kingsbury. 

In addition, the Rosedale 
Neighborhood Association will 
again sponsor a bake sale and 
also sell beverages and BBQ on 
the 19th. Guidebooks showing 
the location of all sales will be 
handed out at the bake sale site, 
the Kingsbury Animal Hospital 
parking lot at 420 N. Skinker. 
Many popular bake sale items will be returning including the famous Ronal urban guerilla cookies. 

Even if you are not having a sale or are not that fond of yard sales, the neighborhood 
association hopes that you will join its volunteers for coffee and donuts, or a brat for lunch. 

Rosedale sponsors Rags to Riches in order to raise funds for the Times of Skinker Dellafiviere. 
Therefore, when you register for an authorized yard sale or when you buy some refreshments, you 
are helping the Times continue to publish. 

If you have any questions about Rags to Riches, call the SDCC at 862.5122. 

(Above) Roos To Mats Yard Salo 1991. 
(Wet) Luna at Roos To Mahn, HMO. 
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RAGS TO RICHES 
RETURNS ON SEPTEMBER 19 

Nancy Farmer Wins Decisively 
by 1./MS Stein 

Nancy Farmer, executive director of the 
Skinker•DeBaliviere Community Council. obtained  

an impressive victory in her first electoral outing. 
Fanner sought the Democratic nomination for state 

representative in the 64th district In a field of 
six candidates. Fanner led the pack with 40 
percent of the vote. She received over one 
thousand votes more than her closest 
competitor. The other candidates, in order of 
their finish, were Gaylord Williams, Thomas 
Stoff, Timothy Cusick, Caroline Burke, and Al 
Belakhoua. 

Farmer expressed surprise at her margin of 
victory. She was very grateful for the 
tremendous support she received from the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood. She 
thanked those who contributed tame or money 
or both to the campaign. 

When asked about what she had enjoyed 
the most in the campaign, she said that she 
was able to meet so many people and to work 
with organizatidns outside the immediate area 
However, the campaign had a down side. "It 
was the longest job Interview I ever had and 
the hardest work I've ever done." 

Farmer now looks forward to the general 
election where she will face Kevin Copeland. 
the Republican nominee. Copeland. an 
attorney. resides in DeRainier* Place. 

Dee Hayes 
Comes Out 
On Top 

In a crowded field, Skinker DeBalivIere resident 
Dee Joyce Doyen has won the Democratic nomination 
for Circuit Attorney. She has worked in the 
prosecutor's office for over a decade and has been the 
chief assistant for several years. Hayes defeated 
Elbert Walton Jr.. Michael Sheehan. Nets Moss. and 
Jack Garvey Ed Sweeney and Bill Haas withdrew 
from the race before the August 4 primary. In 
November. Hayes will face the Republican nominee. 
Richard Swairk 

Contribution 
Announcement 

Sklnker•Debaliviere Community Council is 

collecting donationm to assist the Fields and Sutton 

families In the wake of tragedy at the Sinclair station. 

The Council Is responding to many neighbors• desire 

to help and already has extended some money to the 

Fields for burial expenses. Send checks payable to 

SDCC • Sinclair Fund at 6010 Khtgsbury or call 862 

5122 for more information. 



Editor's Notebook 
by Lana Stein 

My subject this month is the 
strange but frequent phenomenon 
of St. Louisans denigrating their 
city. They say it is too provincial, 
the most racist, etc. Yet, as a 
relatively recent immigrant to the 
area who has lived in a variety of 
other cities, large and small, I find 
this self-criticism ill-placed. All 
large American cities have 
significant racial problems and all 
suffer from fiscal stress to one 
degree or another. Job loss and 
mounting crime are everywhere. 

A recent trip to my hometown 
and home state have reaffirmed for 
me many of St. Louis's positive 
features. Recently, I traveled 
across Michigan's lower peninsula 
from Detroit to Traverse City and 
back again. While 1 thoroughly 
enjoyed the beautiful lakes and low 
humidity, I found the people I 
encountered to be either taciturn 
or sullen. Spoiled by the genuine 
hospitality of our neighborhood 
and city, I was disappointed in 
my routine encounters with 
Michiganians. Taking long walks 
in my cousins' suburban 
neighborhood, I found almost no 

one who would initiate a greeting 
or respond to one when our paths 
crossed. 

I was depressed further by a 
trip to downtown Detroit. 
Although I knew of the general 
conditions there, it was nonetheless 
very disconcerting to see the 
abandonment by department 
stores, specialty shops, and the best 
ice cream and bakery store I knew. 
There is a people mover that 
permits visitors to traverse the 
downtown area quickly. However, 
except for the area right by the 
Detroit River there is little to see. I 
know that St. Louis's downtown is 
not Boston, New York, or San 
Francisco but there are department 
stores, more people, and 
construction under way. Friends 
tell me of great improvement 
downtown in the last 10 to 15 years. 
But, in Detroit, I looked for places I 
loved and found them gone with 
nothing comparable in their stead. 

St. Louis has its good and bad 
features. But it's not the worst 
in any category. And, as Thomas 
Wolfe said, "You can't go home 
again: 

Looking for: 

• REHABS 
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Neighborhood Meetings 
Sept. 14 
Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council, 6010 Kingsbury, 
7:30 p.m. Everyone welcome. 

Sept. 17 
28th Ward Regular Democrats, 6010 
Kingsbury, 7:00 p.m. All are 
welcome. Speakers include 64th 
district state representative 
nominee Nancy Farmer and circuit 
attorney nominee Dee Joyce 
Hayes. 

Sept. 21 
Nina Place condominiums board 
meeting. 6010 Kingsbury, 6:00 p.m. 

Sept. 22 
Commercial District Committee 
will meet to discuss a 
redevelopment plan for Delmar. 
6010 Kingsbury, 
5:30 p.m. 

Sept. 24 
6000-6100 Pershing/Waterman 
block unit meeting. 
6010 Kingsbury, 7:00 p.m. 

Other Events of 
Interest 
Now... 
Registration for children's classes 
at COCA, 524 Trinity, U City. Call 
725-6555 for information. 
Cltsses include circus and theatre, 
dance programs, art. Fees. 

Now - Oct. 25 
Special Exhibition at the St. Louis 
Art Museum: 
"Challenging the Past The 
Paintings of Chang Dai-chien," the 
foremost Chinese painter of the 
20th century. 

Now - Oct. 16 
The Gallery at COCA (524 Trinity, 
U City) presents an 
exhibition of political cartoons, 

Since September 1991 
• Ken and Kate Anderson 
• Anonymous 
• George Benson, M.D. 
• Sally and R.J. Boggeman 
• Joe and Bette Botz 
• Ray and Joan Breun 
• Wilma Cantwell 
• Brian Clevinger and 

Mary Ann Rudloff 
• Ken Cohen and 

Marjie Brammeier 
• John and Cindy Curley 
• Jim and Betty Dunlap 
• Ted and Jennifer Fanson 
• Nancy Farmer 
• John and Pat Fitzgerald 
• Irene Geer 
• Frederick and Judith Giraud 
• Sam and Lu Green 
• Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Hart 
• Patricia Hartman 
• Dee and Gary Hayes 
• Tom and Karleen Hoerr 
• Mrs. H.S. Iglauer 
• Daniel and Ingrid Retell 
• Marcia Ken 
• Willie and Rogerine Kinds 
• Jerry and Claudia Lawrenz 
• Steven Littlejohn 

"Art of Politics" and "The Unbiased 
Candidate," done by prominent 
newspaper cartoonists. 

Now - Nov. 1 
Green Acres: Neocolonialism in 
the U.S.," features 
the work of 7 Native American, 

homeless, and 
Hispanic artists. Washington 
University Gallery 
of Art. 

Sept. 13 
Laclede String Quartet at History 
Museum in Forest Park, 2:00 p.m. 
Free. 

October 
Gallery at the University City 
Public Library (6701 Delmar) 
features art work by Horatio Hung-
Yan Law. 

Oct. 2 
Concert by Synchronia, new music 
chamber ensemble, at 
the Ethical Society, 9001 Clayton 
Rd. $10, $4 for students. For 
information call 454-9563 or 664-
9313. 

Oct. 4 
History Museum in Forest Park 
presents 1992 Fire Engine Rally to 
open fire prevention week. Over 
100 pieces of firefighting apparatus 
on display. 9:00 am. to 
4:00 p.m. 

Oct. 4 
Concert to benefit the Friends of 
the University City Public Library 
at CASA. Soloist is 12 year old 
violinist Pavel Ilyashov. 2:30 p.m. 
Tickets $25, $10 for students with 
ID. 

Oct. 9 
Lecture by Main Robbe-Grillet at 
Steinberg Hall Aud., Washington 
University. 8 p.m. Free. 
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• SEPTEMBER

 
CALENDAR

DONORS TO THE 
TIMES of Skinker-DeBaliviere 



Oflr. 3474100 
Rat 00343211 

BROKERS 
ASSOCIATE 

RENNI SHUTER, GRI 
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

RELOCATION SPECIALIST 

ADOLPH K. FEINBERO REAL ESTATE CO. 
4555 FOREST PARK 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63108 

WE CATER 
TO COWARDS 

THE FORSYTHE DENTAL GROUP 

HARVEY W. SMALL, D.M,D. 

VALERIE PARIS O'BANNON, D.M.D. 

The Dorchester 
665 S. Skinker 

St. Louis. MO 63105 

725-0988 

DELMAR 
CLEANERS 
Your neighborhood cleaner 
with complete cleaning & 

laundry service. 

6142 Delmar Blvd.  

Call 7274600 

KINGSBURY 
ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL 
420 N. Skinker ( at Kingsbury) 

Stephen A. Brammeier DVM 
Mary Ann Bolser DVM 

Full Service Grooming Available 
Hours By Appointment 

9-6:30 Mon.-Thurs. 
9-4:30 Fri. 
10-2 Sat. 

7214251 

September 1992 
	

The TIMES of Skinks-DeBaliviere 
	

Page 3  

A Conversation with Alderman 
Irving Clay Jr. of the 26th Ward 
by Lana Stein 

The Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood has 
been part of both the 28th and 26th wards for over 
a decade. Irving Clay Jr. was elected alderman of 
the 26th ward in April 1991 after winning the 
Democratic primary that March. Clay resides with 
his wife Evelyn in Kingsbury Square. She taught in 
the St. Louis public schools for 24 years. Clay's 
daughter, Diane 
Keys, is currently 
a public school 
teacher in St. 
Louis. His son, 
Irving Ill, is a 
theatrical 
technician and 
lives in the 
Washington, D.C. 
area. He has 
worked at the 
Kennedy Center 
and the National 
Theatre. 

Clay is a 
native St. Louisan 
and 	was 

educated in the 
St. Louis public 
schools. lie was 
in the first 
graduating class 
of Forest Park 
Community 
College. 	He 
received his 
bachelor's degree 
in education and 
psychology from 
Virginia Union 
University in 
Richmond and 
has taken classes 
at the University 
of Missouri-St. 
Louis. Clay spent 
more than 40 
years in the public service. He first served in an 
entrylevel position in the city's recreation 
department. He rose step by step to become 
Commissioner of Recreation. He also served as 
Director of Recreation and Parks in the city of 
Richmond. He returned to St Louis and served as 
Director of Human Services and Executive 
Assistant to the Mayor from 1983 to 1988. There he 
coordinated the Mayor's Task Force on the 
Homeless and the Task Force on Infant Mortality. 
He retired in 1988. 

I asked Alderman Clay about what he had been 
able to accomplish since his election. He 
mentioned a home improvement program for the 
26th ward. Economically qualified individuals can 
receive a grant to fix up the exterior of their 
homes. He felt this was important because there 
were many structurally sound and architecturally 
significant homes that could be improved with this 
program. This would add to the appearance of 
stability in the community. 

Clay also was able to get the 1991 budget 
amended to remove the 50 cent charge to children 
at the city's swimming pools. Today kids can swim 

without charge. 
He sponsored a pension bill that was to 

remove the 26% cost of living cap for all retirees. 
He also co-sponsored a bill dealing with the 
percentage of city contracts given to minority and 
female contractors. Clay further proposed that the  

city use $220,000 from this year's budget to open 56 
neighborhood playgrounds this summer. This 
would have provided 2 fully staffed playgrounds in 
each ward. This staff would have been adequately 
trained to provide leadership and direction to 
children in play activities The activities would 
include basketball and softball but also arts and 

crafts, dramatics, 
charm activities, 
and 	special 
programs for 
preschoolers. 
Clay feels that 
this type of 
program is 
sorely needed in 
St. Louis to 
provide 
constructive 
alternatives for 
children to steer 
them away from 
deviant behavior. 
However, these 
various 
measures were 
not adopted by 
the Board. 

Clay stated 
that his primary 
reason 	for 
seeking this 
office was to 
provide service 
to the 26th ward 
and the city of 
St. Louis. He 
still is focused 
on that direction 
and will do so as 
long as he serves 
in this position. 
He is happy that 
he has been able 
to help the 

people of his ward solve some of their problems, 
improving access or referrals. His main concern is 
housing. While three quarters of the housing in the 
26th ward is in good condition, there are a large 
number of vacant lots and boarded up buildings. 
He also is concerned with unfair allocations of 
Community Development Block Grant funds to the 
26th ward as well as to other wards in the northern 
section of the city. Over the years, the 
administration has developed several plans for the 
26th ward and probably for other wards in north St. 
Louis. However, "plans have little or no meaning 
unless accompanied by an implementation plan 
with costs allocated and dates and time lines.' 
Clay regretted the lack of attention given to the 
development of common areas in the 26th ward as 
well as other wards in north St. Louis. Clay said 
that, 'It's unfortunate that funds have been 
allocated throughout the years to stabilize south St 
Louis and the central corridor It's my feeling that 
these public funds should be allocated 
evenhandedly with improvement and development 
of the total city." 

Alderman Clay reiterated his support for the 
planning effort to revitalize Delmar between the 
city limits and DeBaliviere. He feels that the 
improvements contemplated would be beneficial to 
the area He also suggested that a redevelopment 
corporation to concentrate on small- and medium-
sized businesses would help the neighborhoods. 

Tips for Washington University 
Students and Other 

New Neighbors 
The Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood extends a warm 
welcome to the Washington University students who will 
make their homes here beginning this fall. There are 
over TOO rental units in buildings with three or more amts 
in Stoker DeBaliviere; students occupy many of these 
units 

Washington University is a great asset to our community. 
The Hilltop campus contributes substantially to the 
stability and continued improvement of Skinker 
DeBaliviere. We are fortunate to count among our 
neighbors administrators, faculty and students of the 
University. 

This will be the rust "urban living' experience for many 
students moving in this fall. We hope that the following 
tips and reminders for our new neighbors (and old. 
timers, too, for that matter) will help make their stay in 
Sldnker Delialiviere, and St. Lous, a safe and enjoyable 
One. 

Practice these simple precautions wherever you are — at 
home, on campus, shopping. etc.: 

Keep your car doins locked. Do not leave valuables in 
your car. If you must leave items in your car, secure 
them In the trunk or under a seat where they cannot be 
seen. This Includes bags or boxes; you may know that 
the contents are not valuable but a passerby won't 

Be alert. Look around before you get nut of your car, 
have your car key in your hand before you leave the mall 
and head to the parking garage.  

Meet your neighbors! Exchange phone numbers, 
schedules, etc., and watch out for each other. The buddy 
system is still a good idea it's always safer to be walking 
with another person when it's late at night, wherever you 
are.  

Ilse timers on lights in your home, especially when you 
will be gone for extended periods. The only people who 
should know that you're gone are the people you tell. 
Ask a neighbor to pick up your newspaper and take In 
your mail. 

If you see or hear anything suspicious: CALL TIM 
POLICE! Don't second-guess your instincts. The Police 
would prefer to respond to a call that was unfounded 
than tonal after a crime has been comndtted. 

The non-emergency number for the Police is 231-1212. 
Use this number if you need a patrol car dispstthed but it 
is not an emergency situation, for example, if you're 
calling to report juveniles out on the street In violation of 
curfew. 

The emergency number for Police, fire and EMS Is 911. If 
you're in doubt which number to use, dial 911! 

Other useful contacts for questions, concerns or 
problems are: 

The Citizens Service Bureau, 6224900. Call this number 
to report any problems related to any city service from 
dumpsites to streetlights, graffiti to code vMtanons 

Operation ConServ, 622-4628. Call this number for 
assistance with any city service or questions/problems 
with city living 

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council, 862-5122. The 
neighborhood organization has an office and staff 
available to help you with any questions or problems you 
have living or working In the area 

One of the great advantages to living in Skinker 
DeBallvlere Is that residents can be as active In 
neighborhood affairs as they wish. Watch for flyers 
announcing block unit meetings and read the Times 
regularly for information about neighborhood meetings 
and events Your participation is welcomed. 



Animal Rights Team Asks for Supplies 
The St. Louis Animal Rights Team is helping to collect items for several animal 
sanctuaries in the area They would be grateful for household discards such as: 

old blankets 
towels 
wash cloths 
washable throw rugs 
dog and cat dishes 
plastic buckets (feed & water) 

collars 
dog houses 
coupons for dog and cat food 
aluminum pie pans 
scrap paper for notes 
used electric can openers 

Dr. Steve Branuneier has generously offered to let the Animal Rights Team put a 
large brown trash can on his premises at 420 N. Skinker, on Saturday, September 
19, until 5 p.m., to collect any items neighbors would like to donate. 	• 

For further information on donations, please call 
Sylvia Stahl at 862-2197 or Hilda Olsen at 391.1338. 

Memorial Cerimony for Mr. William McReynolds June 5, 1992.. 
Left to right: Marie McRenolds, Sheryl Davenport, Joseph Davenport, Mrs. 
Austin, a neighbor. 
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Library at 
New Location 
In May, Mary Ann McInnes' retired from the St. Louis Public Library. She had been the only 
librarian ever to serve at the Kingsbury Kiosk. After her last day of work, the Kiosk was 
boarded up prior to eventual demolition. The library remained in our neighborhood and 
relocated to 356 N. Skinker. The new library is called Charing Cross and its hours are 
Tuesday through Friday from 1-6 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Our 
neighborhood library can still be reached at 726-2653. 

(Upper Left) Mary Ann Shickman Accepting Mayoral Proclomation from 
Lois Schoemehl on her retirement. (Lower Left) Charing Crosse Branch 
356 N. Skinker. (Above) Librarian Charles Lamkin and patrons. 

Richard Hart Memorial Remembering 
William McReynolds 

Richard Hart, a founder of the 
Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council, passed away this spring. 
His family has requested that any 
memorial contributions be made to 
the Community Council. The 
Council has established a special 
fund to assist beautification and 
other projects in Hart's memory. 

In the summer issue, the Times 
was pleased to publish Jim 
L'Ecuyer's tribute to the late Richard 
Hart. Unfortunately, because of 
production errors, part of Mr. 
L'Ecuyer's essay was omitted from 
the paper. The missing portion is 
printed below with heartfelt 
apologies to Mr. L'Ecuyer and the 
Hart family from the board members 
of the Times. 
From L'Ecuyer's "Richard C. Hari: 
One Man's Contribution to Urban 
Living": 

By this time in Dick Hart's life, 
his friends and neighbors knew him 
by his integrity, fairness, sharp logic. 
wit and humor. It was these 
attributes of leadership that allowed 
Dick to move through various 
community meetings, church 
functions, neighborhood picnics, 
men's volleyball, etc., with his 
message to organize a full time 
community effort to combat the 
decay of our neighborhood. In this 
way, Dick Hatt quietly forged the 
alliance of a Community Council. 
Remember, this alliance asked a 
Catholic church and two Protestant 
churches to meet together as equals.  

(unusual for this period of time) and 
for two community organizations to 
give up the bickering over which one 
was entitled to more city services, 
and all meet together for the good of 
the'whole neighborhood. Not only 
were these diverse groups brought to 
the table, but a major educational 
institution was asked to participate 
equally with the others. The alliance 
worked and is still working. 

So strong was his presence for 
community action in my mind, that 
upon learning of his death, which we 
all knew was eminent, I was 
overwhelmed by the feeling, of loss 
beyond the loss of a friend. Dick 
Hart is gone. What are we going to 
do now? The answer, of course, has 
already been played out. By the end 
of 1970, the Council had a life of its 
own. Dick Hart, myself, and all the 
original board members, with the 
exception of Bob Blackburn, who 
represented Washington University, 
had moved on. It was a time for new 
leadership. Dick knew this, and went 
on with his life. However. he always 
kept himself aware of community 
news and direction. He served for a 
time as Democratic committeeman 
for the 28th ward, and continued his 
law practice. As a City Attorney he 
developed a computerized program 
to track delinquent parking ticket 
fines, resulting in millions of dollars 
of previously uncollected revenues 
for the city. Dick Hart's tidal service 
to his community was as an assistant 
Circuit Attorney 

by Sheryl Davenport 

On June 5, 1992, the 6900 block of 
DeGlverville celebrated the life of Mr. 
William McReynolds, a long time 
resident of the block. The members of 
Block Unit 1338 invited neighbors and 
friends to the brief ceremony in which a 
dogwood tree and shrubs were planted 
in the cul-de-sac in his honor. Mr. 
McReynolds passed away in April. His 
wife Marie chose the tree herself. 

Mr. Mack, or 'Partner; as he was 
affectionately known to friends was 
remembered with personal remarks and 
prayers from neighbors as well as a 
poem written by block unit president 
Jesse Brown. In his remarks, Mr. Brown 
called Mr. McReynolds a 'role model 
who was able to show love among his 
friends and family." Mrs. Deveres, 
another neighbor, stated "Ile was 
always there when you needed him. 
Broken pipes, leaky roof, remodeling,  

whatever, he came. To know a person 
like that was a privilege and an 
honor." 

William McReynolds was an 
active member of the block unit and 
was instrumental in maintaining the 
neighborhood's appearance. Ile 
worked tirelessly sweeping and 
picking up trash along the alley 
behind his house. He had recently 
planted rose bushes in the same cut-
de-sac that now includes his 
memorial tribute. 

Although he is no longer with us, 
his memory and spirit will live in the 
families and homes of those he 
touched. We will also have the 
dogwood tree at the end of the block 
to remind us of him for many years to 
come. 

Note: Ms. Davenport Is secretary 
of block unit 1338. 



Pet Talk 
ANSWERS by Dr. Stephen A. Brammeier, D.V.M., 

Kingsbury Animal Hospital 

QUESTIONS by Mary Ann Shickman 

Dr. Steve Brammeler with one of the cats officially residing at the 
Kingsbury Animal Hospital at 420 N. Skinker. 

Q: Is a cat considered geriatric at 10 
years of age? 
A: A cat of 10 years compares to a 
human of approximately 56 years. 
"Middle aged" is a more appropriate 
term for such a cat. Average life 
expectancy for a cat is 14 to 18 years. 
Occasionally cats will thrive into 
their early twenties, and 
unfortunately others succumb by 
nine or ten. As a cat reaches "middle 
age" it is important to address age 
related problems and consider 
preventative health measures to 
avoid or detect problems. 

Many veterinarians offer 
preventative health evaluations for 
"geriatric" cats, including analysis of 
blood and urine plus chest 
radiographs. A baseline of normal 
values is established that is helpful 
for later comparison when occasional 
problems, undetectable through 
physical examination, are revealed. 

Hyperthyroidism (excessive 
thyroid hormone production) and 
chronic renal failure, common 
maladies of older cats, may be 
discovered during a geriatric 

evaluation. 
These conditions 
are generally 
manageable with 
medication and/or diet. 

As with human medicine, 
preventative "wellness" health care 
is emphasized in veterinary 
medicine. Recognizing the different 
health requirements for a cat at 
various stages in its life is an 
important part of a health care 
program. A ten year old cat may well 
be active and youthful. If given 
attention with preventative health 
care, diet and exercise, this "middle 
aged" cat could have several more 
years of enjoyable life. 
(Readers of the Times are invited to 
submit their pet questions e I o the 
paper or Ms. Shiekmand 

To my Skinker DeBaliviere 
friends and neighbors: 

THANK YOU! 
For your votes, for your time as volunteers, for your 
financial contributions, for ALL of your generous 
support in my campaign. 

Sincerely, Nancy Farmer 
Democratic Nominee, 
State Representative, 64th District 
Yak] for by Nacy Farmer roc Sute Itcpresenium Comnbuce. 
IHrbara Quinn Treasurer 

OEMCCRAI • SIVE REPRIS(hIAIIIE • 1104 OISIAICT 

OFF. 367-6100 
RES. 862.5071 COLONIAL 

RUG 
COMPANY 

6191 Delmar 

Complete Floor Service 
Remnants Always in Stock 

Bill Schiller 
726.3281 

Boulevard 
Cleaners 

and 

Shirt Laundry 
Exclusive Quality Dry Cleaning 

Since 1971 

863-6576 
603244 Delmar, St. Louis, MO 

A Townsend Gauche Company 

HAPPY TACO 
5917 Delmar „,, 
862-8066 	11"-•nrsal 
Authentic AU Natural 
Walcott r:utilue 

-; 

	

BROKER® 
ASSOCIATE 

KARLEEN 0. HOERR 
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

MEMBER MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

ADOLPH K. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO. 
4555 FOREST PARK 
ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI 63106 
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Recycling Committee 
Report: We're Out of Sorts! 
by Richard Lake 

	

Remember the trash train that 
	

somebody else—a city employee— 

	

made its tour of theMidwest this 
	

has to pick it out and (2) it is costing 

	

summer looking for a landfill that 
	

the city a considerable sum. 

	

would take its festering load? And 
	

Why? Because compost cannot 

	

your irritation that those Easterners 
	

contain plastic, cardboard, paper, 

	

should keep their own trash? And 
	

metal, old shoes and clothes, cat litter, 

	

your disgust at the thought that they 
	

and most other kinds of slimy stuff 

	

wound up hiring folks at the homeless 
	

produced by civilized .peoples. In 

	

shelter to unload the leaking train can 
	

order for yard waste to be broken up 

	

when they finally found a disposal 
	

and decomposed, it first has to be 
site? 
	

organic materials only. Would you 

	

How would you feel if you 
	want to dig into your dumpsters, or for 

	

discovered that you and your 
	

that matter your own kitchen or 

	

neighbors were contributing to a 
	

bathroom wastebaskets, after they 
similar problem? 
	

have been out in the sun for a week? 

	

The Skinker-DeBaliviere 
	

Would you want to pay someone else 

	

Recycling Committee met recently to 
	

to do so? If you pay taxes, you are 

	

discuss this problem and possible 
	now. 

	

solutions. Here's'the problem: We 	Within the next few weeks, the 

	

have dumpsters marked for "Yard 
	

Recycling Committee will be 

	

Waste Only” and No Yard Waste." 
	

surveying our alleys to evaluate 

	

When they are emptied, the contents 
	

whether or not we have the right 

	

of the yard waste containers go to a 
	

number and proportion of yard waste 

	

different destination than the true 
	

and trash dumpsters. Perhaps areas 

	

trash/garbage container contents. 	with larger numbers of apartment 

	

Ideally, the yard waste can be easily 
	

buildings need more trash dumpsters. 

	

processed into nice healthy compost 
	

If you have an opinion about the 
and returned to the earth. 	 numbers or placement of dumpsters 

	

What happens if it's not separated 
	

on your block, please call the Skinker- 

	

properly? First, if someone disposes 
	

DeBaliviere Community Council office 

	

of yard waste in the "no yard waste" 
	

at 862-5122 to let us know. 

	

container, they (1) are breaking the 
	

The Recycling Committee, with 

	

law, (2) are dumping stuff into the 
	

the help of the Beautification 

	

land fills that are, as the name 
	

Committee and any volunteers we can 

	

suggests, getting filled, and (3) if it's a 	commandeer, will also be working to 

	

substantial amount, making somebody 	paint the "yard waste only" dumpsters 

	

have to pick it out. Second, when 
	green. Watch for more information as 

	

someone puts garbage and trash in the 
	plans for Greening the Alleys in mid- 

	

"yard waste only" dumpster, (1) 
	

October are developed. 

FREE MAMMOGRAMS 
The Cancer Information Center at Washington University Medical Center has 
announced a program of nee diagnostic tests for breast cancer to help the uninsured 
women of St Louis. The program is designed to reach women who have lost their 
insurance because of layoffs or those who are working but are not covered by 
health care plan as well as the economically disadvantaged. The program is in 
collaboration with the Mallincrodt Institute of Radiology and Barnes Hospital. For 
additional information, call Lois Howland, 362-7844. 

Crossroads has a new director..  

The Crossroads School Board of Directors has appointed Anne R Spencer as Head of 
the School Ms. Spencer previously served as an administrator and faculty member at 
Mary Institute, St. Louis Country Day School, Thomas Jefferson School, and has 
taught French at St. Louis University. She is a graduate of Wellesley College and holds 
masters degrees from Columbia University and Washington University. 

Nancy
Farmer



West End Wines 
Your Neighborhood Bar 

serving 

Wines, Beers, Scotches 
and Light Foods 

Tastings Every Saturday 

307-09 Belt at Pershing 
DeBaliviere Place 

367-3049 
Free Parking 

A.K. Feinberg 
Real Estate Co. 

 

SKINKER.DEBALWIERE 

6110 wEsTMLISMEE Handsome home 
(situated on a lot & a hall) abounding with 
beautiful woodwork. Master bedroom w/ 
separate bath & 	closet. Finished 
lower level w/ large family room, bath, & 
laundry area 4 bedrooms, 3 baths. 
Karina 0. Hoerr, 862-6071 

6148 McPHER.SON - Magnificent woodwork. 
Oak bookcases w/ leaded windows flank the 
fireplace. Many original light fixtures. New 
1/2 bath on 1st floor. Newer kitchen w/ white 
cabinets, center island & built-in microwave. 
6 bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths. 
Balms 0. Hoerr, 8624071 

6043 KINGSBURX Stylish townhome with 
great space. Dramatic 2 story family 
room/bedroom w/ freestanding stove & extra 
long windows. Beautiful hardwood floors 
3. bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths. 
Karleen 0. Hoerr, 8424071 

laudiuga Large home w/ some stained 
glass. Corner lot location, Light sunny moms. 
Under 870,000. Motivated seller. 6 
bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths. Rarlees 0. Hoerr, 862- 
E071 

6011 K1NGSBDRX - 3 family - converted to 5 
family. Perfect for owner-occupant. Ready 
to rehab. Sold "As Ls*. 
Ratites 0. Hoar, 86E6071 

PARKVIEW 

6237 MCPIIERS071 . Magnificent Tudor on 
.6+ acre of beautifully landscaped grounds w/ 
builbin pool, and fully functioning carriage 
house. The living room features mahogany 
paneling, woodbuming fireplace, & recessed 
lighting. Master suite Includes separate bath, 
adjoining library & walk-in closet- 8 
bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths. Ajewel. 
Karim 0. Hoar, 862-6071 

6714 PERSHING - Charming Parkview home 
w•/ much character. Living room w/ bay 
window & decorative fireplace. Fabulous 
3rd floor, wonderful light, all new windows. 
Great for an artist studio. 4+ bedrooms. 3 112 
baths. Barlow 0. Roux, 8624071 

6235 PERSHING - Handsome home with 1st 
floor family room/study. Living room w/ 
womlburning fireplace and marble mantel. 
Wonderful master suite w/ separate bath, 
sunroom & wall of closets. 6 bedrooms, 4 
baths. ICarleee 0. Hoerr, 862-6071 
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THE BARNES GIFT ONE 
HUNDRED YEARS LATER MACHO 

MENU 
Rich Lake 

(Rich Lake teaches reading 

and study skills at St. Louis 
Community College at 

Florissant Valley. He has 

lived in (he Skinker-
DeBaliviere neighborhood 

for 18 years. He does the 
grocery shopping and 
cooking out of a deep sense 

of self-preservation.1 

A couple of years ago 
Uncle Ben's introduced a 
quick cooking brown rice. 
Promotion of the new 

product included a recipe 
contest. I have always liked 
brown rice except for the 
two days cooking time. 
Since Uncle Ben's advertised 
quick cooking brown rice as 
taking only 10 minutes it 
seemed worth trying to 
develop a recipe for the 
contest. 

The result is Jambaleasy. It is a 
combination of 4 or 5 different 
jambaLiya recipes that I combined into 
one quick and easy version. I entered 
the contest with this recipe but was not 
a prize winner. However, the recipe is 
a winner, regardless of what Uncle 
Ben's thought, I have shared the recipe 
with colleagues, friends, and neighbors 
and everyone who has tried it told me it 
was really good. (I realize that this 
might not be the complete truth but a 
little praise never hurt anyone.) The 
basic idea in Jambaleasy was to come 
up with a jarnbaiaya recipe that could 
be prepared in 30 minutes or less and 
taste as good as the all day versions I 
used as source material. Here is the 
recipe; you be the judge of my success. 

JAMBALEASY 
1 Tbsp. olive oil (this is heart healthy) 

1/4 cup chopped green pepper 
(red pepper is nice too) 

1/4 cup chopped yellow onion 
1/2 lb. smoked sausage cut. into 1/2 
inch cubes (Light or turkey works fine 
and reduces fat) 
1 'Map. flour 
1 16 oz. can whole peeled tomatoes 
withjuice, chopped 
1 1/4 cups water 
1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley (not 
absolutely essential but good—dry 
parsley is ok. Use 1 to 2 Tbsp.) 
1 clove garlic, minced 

1/2 lb. large shrimp, shelled and cut 
into thirds 

3/4 tap salt 
1t2 tap crushed red pepper flakes 
1/2 tap thyme 

1 1/2 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce 

1 1/4.cup Uncle Ben's Fast Cooking 
Whole Grain Brown Rice 

A pub that has good food. 
Famous Hamburgers, sandwiches, 
homemade soup, salads, desserts, 
daily specials and much more. 

OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11 A.M. 
6504 Delmar Breakfast on Sundays, 

PREPARATION 
Heat oil in a large skillet or dutch 

oven. Saute green pepper, onion, 
garlic, and sausage over medium heat 
for 5 minutes, stirring often. Reduce 
heat to low and stir in I Tbsp flour. 
Cook and stir for 1 minute. Add 
chopped tomatoes with juice, water, 
parsley and bring to a simmer. Add 
salt, red pepper flakes, thyme, 
Worcestershire sauce, rice, and shrimp. 
Cover and cook on low heat for 10 to 15 
minutes until rice is tender. Add a 
small amount of water if needed after 
10 minutes. 

SERVES 
Serves 3-4 depending on appetite. 

Heats up great in a microwave so I 
often double the recipe and hope for 
leftovers. 

Serve with tossed green salad and 
french bread and a slightly sweet white 
wine such as Chenin Blanc or 
California Riesling. Beer is good too. 

Variations: Boneless, skinless 
chicken breast can be used in place of 
the shrimp. Cut into cubes about same 
size as smoked sausage and cook with 
the sausage. This is essential to flavor 
the chicken. 

I have also tried this recipe using 
ham instead of shrimp or chicken. I 
think shrimp or chicken is better. My 
next variation will be to use sausage, 
shrimp, chicken and ham. 

My college daughter couldn't find 
Uncle Ben's in Wooster, Ohio. She said 
her quick brown rice stayed crunchy. If 
you use something other than Uncle 
Ben's, you may have to adjust the 
amount of water. 

by Ray Breun 
The Columbian quincentenary 

occupies everyone during 1992. 
However, St. Louis has no coastal 
venue during that year and has 
perhaps a similarly significant event 
to remember this year. It concerns the 
first million dollar gift in the history 
of the city from a man who was 
basically a dry-goods salesman who 
cared about his city and his world. 

Robert A. Barnes died on April 2, 
1892. Upon his death one million 
dollars went to Washington University 
to start its medical school and 
medical research operations. Barnes 
Medical College was incorporated 
that year for Washington University 
by Drs. Pickney French, Charles H. 
Hughes, and A.N. Carpenter. The 
Missouri Dental College was made a 
department of Washington University 
also in 1892. This was a time when a 
million bucks went a long way. 

The Barnes family had come to 
American from England in 1662 - fully 
230 years before he died. This was an 
old family in the United States. Robert 
A. Barnes was born in 1808 in 
Washington, D.C. His parents were 
Jesse Barnes and Mary Evans, both of 
Maryland. He was working for his 
uncle, Richard Barnes, in Louisville, 
Kentucky, to learn the dry goods 
business. When he came to St. Louis 
in 1830, he went to work for Sproule 
& Buchanan. He later worked for 
Varian & Reel until the firm dissolved 
and John Reel took Barnes into 
partnership with the firm name of 
Reel, Barnes & Co. This was when the 
Jefferson Hotel was on the Riverfront 
at 2nd and Market. Dred Scott worked 
in the Jefferson Hotel which was 
owned by Peter Blow: The. Old 
Courthouse Archives has several bill 
signed by Barnes dating back to the 
time when Scott work at the Jefferson 
Hotel. When John Reel died on 
January 8, 1838, the firm was 
dissolved and Barnes sold out the 
business. lie joined in a river 
partnership with Captain John C. 
Swon, the well known steamboat 
riverman, until 1841. Swon sold his 
interests to Barnes who stayed in the 
river commerce trade until the start of 
the Civil War, 1861. 

Robert Barnes was elected a 
director in the Bank of the State of 
Missouri in 1840, the only bank then 
in St. Louis. He became president of 
the bank in 1859, and stayed until 
1866 when it became a national bank. 
He then retired from banking as well. 

On January 28, 1845, Robert 
Barnes married Louise DeMun. The 
granddaughter of Charles Gratiot and 
Victoire Chouteau, Louise DeMun's 
parents were Isabelle Gratiot and 
Jules DeMun. He was a French 
Vicomte from Haiti and took the 
family there in 1820 when the panic 
after the War of 1812 engulfed the 
West and all but ruined the economy 
of St. Louis. The family returned to St. 
Louis in 1831 from its coffee 
plantations near Port Au Prince. 
Louise was the third child, fully ten 
years younger that Robert Barnes. 
When they were married in 1845, she 
was nearly thirty and he was nearly 
forty. They had two children, but both 
died in infancy. This affected their 
lives and the disposition of their 
fortunes. 

Mrs. Louise DeMun Barnes died in 
1889, three years before her husband. 
Although they had had a full life, the 
records indicate a certain sadness had 
invaded their life. Those who knew 
them and wrote about them said they 

....fought the battle of life nobly." 
Their conservative style and pleasant 
consistency gained everyone's 
respect. It also seemed to have kept 
them somewhat distant from many of 

the otherwise interesting aspects of 
life at that time in St. Louis. 

Even before his death on April 2, 
1892, Robert Barnes was working 
with Washington University on the 
plan for his hospital. lie had found a 
cause and he knew it would be good 
for his city to have this institution. He 
wanted to leave something of 
permanent and consistent value for 
the city and its people. Certainly the 
death of his children played a part in 
his interest in health matters. 
Probably the malaise that affected his 
wife as the result of all their 
challenges also influenced his 
interests. He wanted research and 
schooling and training for 
professionals who would care about 
the regular health of regular people 
using the best knowledge in the best 
circumstances. 

Robert Barnes, through his wife, 
was related to Alfred Waterman and 
his wife, Louise Adele Kingsbury. 
Waterman, like Barnes, was in the 
wholesale grocery business. All were 
descendants of the Gratiot line of the 
Chouteau family. With the 100th 
anniversary of the Barnes bequest to 
Washington University, it is time to 
reconsider the importance of health 
care in St Louis and in our part of the 
city. Certainly this was a family that 
cared. 

Rich Lake in his kitchen. 

Blueberry Hill



Planning For Delmar Improvements 

Four Corners 
Landscaped by 
Skinker DeBaliviere 
Illoautif cation 
Committee I 
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Vicissitudes 
by Marj Weir 

Although'we took our summer 
hiatus at the Times, life's changes 
continued at their usual pace (faster 
than we like), so we have some 
reporting for you. Some of you reporters 
out there are more aggressive in 
ferreting out the news than others. We 
hope they continue in this style and 
inspire the rest of you to participate. 
Our correspondents report the birth of a 
third child, Emily Louise, to Lisa and Bill 
Horner of 61XX Westminster. She 
debuted August 5 weighing 7 lbs. 4 oz. 
and measuring 19 1/2 inches. Topping 
her by 6 ounces on July 8 was Marcus 
Alexander Wright, Jack Wright's newest 
grandchild. Jack's son John and his wife 
Verna are the proud first-time parents. 
Two Nina Place residents had reason to 
celebrate this summer. Richard Better 
completed his Master's Degree in 
Educational Administration at Southern 
Illinois University at Edwardsville and 
Wes Gray recently earned a promotion. 
Joe Geller of 61/DC Washington lost his 
mother in early August_ The Times and  

his neighbors offer their sympathy. 
Clare Ken, also of the 6100 block of 
Washington, spent a harrowing summer 
caring for her ailing father. His 
condition was precarious for several 
months, but he has rebounded well 
recently. 

The new Elliot Smith Galley In the 
Central West End is the site of Bill 
Christman's new show which opened at 
the end of August. Maybe next month 
we'll have a review! Having been 
scooped by Jerry Berger, I am hesitant 
to mention that Cal Stuart has taken a 
new position with the St. Louts Housing 
Authority. The next time there's news, 
Cal, we'd better get it first! Peter and 
Mary Schmit, 61xx McPherson, have a 
new exchange student this year (this 
must be their 4th or 5th!). Her name is 
Agnes Lardeau (properly pronounced as 
onYes for you Francophiles). Site will 
be attending Metro High School. a St. 
Louis Magnet, as a junior for this year. 
Tom Hoerr, who clearly has too much 
time on his hands, has been maintaining  

a running correspondence with the 
Lands' End Catalog people purportedly 
in an attempt to wangle ties out of them 
under the guise of an interest in their 
"Ugly Necktie' contest. Recently, he got 
what he really wanted—to have his 
letter published, not to win some 
contest. Everyone who knows Tom 
knows that his taste is impeccable and 
that donning an unseemly tie would be 
totally out of character for a person of 
suth reserve. The text of his letter is 
printed below in recognition of his 
achievement as a published author. 

from "Letters to Lands` End" 
Another 'Ugly Tie" Fan I read with 

glee about your UGLY necktie contest. 
How I envy the judges. 

For all of my 'adult' life, the ties I 
have worn have been considered ugly by 
just about everyone. Unfortunately, 
styles have caught up with me; ties are 
now sold in stores that only I would 
have worn a decade or two ago. Wearing 
wild and ugly ties is totally acceptable in  

my job—I run an elementary school. 
Today, for example, 1 had to reverse a 
decision I had made, so I went to our 
classrooms to talk with the kids. I said, 
'I've made a mistake. Does anyone 
know what it is?" In three of the rooms a 
student responded, 'Wearing that tie 
with that shirt?' 1 don't plan on entering 
your contest because I can't bear to part 
with any of my great ties. I am 
wondering, however, if I could purchase 
some of them, or if you prefer, to make a 
donation to a non-profit in exchange for 
them Tom Hoerr Si Louis, Missouri. 

Their response: We have quite an 
astounding collection so far, and 
frankly, we don't know what to do with 
them when the contest is over, as many 
people have asked for them. We'll keep 
you posted. 

Call us with your news. 863-7558 
usually works, but if it's busy too much, 
drop me a line at 6120 Westminster. 

Commercial District Planning 
Committee Works To Revitalize Delmar 
by: Eva Grapperhaus 

While many of Skinker 
DeBaliviere's residents have been 
relaxing this summer, the Commercial 
District Planning Committee (CDPC) 
has been busy finalizing plans to make 
improvements to the commercial district 
on Delmar, from City Limits to 
DeBaliviere. 

The next few months will see 
great changes along this strip of Detour. 
Street trees will be planted. Awnings will 
be installed on many of the businesses. 
Sidewalks will be repaired and other 
physical improvements made. 

Twenty-three businesses have 
applied for funds through CDPC's 50/60 
Matching Grant Program. The majority 
of these grants will be used to help these 
businesses install awnings which will 
greatly Improve the appearance of the 
buildings. The awnings will also provide 
a sense of continuity since they will all 
be of a similar style and limited number 
of colors. These awnings have been 
approved by Heritage and Urban Design 
and will not detract from the historic 
character of the buildings. 

The following businesses have 
applied for and received tentative 
approval for grants for the following 
items: 

AWNINGS 
Palomino Lounge 
Robertson's Appliance 
Unique Art Lace 
Pawn Masters 
Boulevard Cleaners 
Dobbs Tires 
Wright's Auto Parts 
Glass Doctor 
Johnson Realty 
Building at Skinker/Delmar 
Happy Taco 
Art Directions 
Sunshine Academy 
Colonial Rug 
Gingiss Formal Wear 

WINDOWS 
John Bordeaux's Building 5800 Delmar 
Sldnker Radiant Products 
Sunshine Academy 

FENCE, LIGHTING 
Happy Taco 

GARAGE DOOR 
Art Directions 

Trees, or the lack thereof, are a 
major issue for the Delmar Wabash Link. 
CDPC has offered to plant trees along 

Delmar in front of any business which 
requests it. Approximately seventy trees 
will arrive in late fall. These trees will be 
of the Autumn Purple Ash variety. 

Local artists, students, and 
residents have been invited through 
letters and flyers posted in the 
neighborhood and at local schools and 
institutions, to enter a Banner 
Design Contest. Banners are 
to reflect the revitalization of 
the Delmar Wabash Link and 
are to incorporate concepts 
such as the character and 
history of the neighborhood, 
the Wabash Station, and the 
upcoming Metro-Link station. 
The winning design will be 
used on approximately 44 
banners which will be 
installed along Delmar in late 
September. 

The CDPC has also 
been working to establish a 
Business 	Association 
consisting of the owners or 
managers of Delmar 
businesses. This association 
will market and promote the 
Delmar Wabash Link 
business area. It will pursue 
long term goals of 
redevelopment and will raise 
funds to do so. 

The goal of these 
efforts is the development of  

the Delmar Wabash Link Business 
District. The CDPC's endeavors will 
make Delmar more attractive and 
accessible to patrons. Like the nearby 
University City Loop, this area has great 
potential for growth and renewal. The 
steps taken this fall will be the first in 
this direction. 
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In Your Ear 
by  Tom Hoer 

I've done a lot of stupid things in my life. I mean 
really dumb things. But what I did on July 3 may have 
taken the cake. I bungee jumped. Down at the VP Fair. 
Diving from a crane 170 plus feet above the 
cobblestone. It was the scariest thing that I've ever 
done in my life. Ever. 

But some of those other dumb things that I've 
done were pretty scary too. At least in retrospect What 
follows are true stories. Only the names have been 
changed to protect the guilty. 

I remember back when I was 16 or so, just having 
received my driver's license. I hopped in my mom's red 
Gorvalr, picked up my buddy, Bob and we went over to 
Susie's house. Susie was my sweetie back in those 
days. Wanting to show my affection for her, I did what 
most red-blooded boys would have wanted to do 
during that era. I put firecrackers through the mail slot 
in her parents' front door, lit them, and ran like crazy. I 
wasn't too far when I heard the sounds from the mini-
explosions. It was great, ICABOOM after KABOOM, the 
sound bouncing off the walls and the stairway to the 
second floor of the flat where she lived. What fun! 

But there is no such thing as a perfect crime, I 
soon found out. it seemed like a good idea at the 
time," was all I could say to her father when he tracked 
me down a bit later. Bob and I had hightailed it our 
separate ways after I threw the firecrackers. Cleverly, 
we had planned to meet at the car. Unfortunately, there 
weren't too many red Corvairs in those days, and 
Susie's dad knew my car. As a result, upon hearing the 
explosions, he ran out, spied the not-too-far away 
Corvair, and joined us. The punishment was relatively 
light: a stem lecture, it seemed like an eternity, about 
firecrackers and safety hazards and inconveniencing 
others. The fmal straw was that I was no longer able to 
see Susie. 

Another one of my really stupid moves took place 
not too long afterwards, while I was in college. There 
we were one afternoon, all of the guys sitting in the 
Dean's office chewing the fat. The baseball team, the 
jocks, and me, the would-he jock. The dean, also the 
baseball coach, was gone and, as often happened, we 
were using his office as a kind of rec room. 

Although I wasn't good at baseball, I could type 
well, so it seemed sort of natural while sitting at a desk 
to pick up a piece of the dean's stationery and insert it 
in a typewriter. It then seemed only reasonable to type 
something on it. But what to type? 

How about this, to my best friend: "Dear Paul, A 
recent review of your spatial-relations test shows that 
you did not receive a score which would allow you to 
remain a student at this college. Effective immediately 
you can no longer attend here. Sincerely, the Dean." 

The letter looked interesting sitting in the 
typewriter. Still no harm done and not too stupid, 
right? Then I looked over on the desk and saw the 
dean's rubber signature stamp. You guessed it. A 
REALLY STUPID MOVE now took place. I pulled out 
the letter, picked up the stamp — its like slow-motion  

every time I think about it — and placed the dean's 
signature on the bottom of the letter. 

By now you're probably thinking, boy Tom, you 
can't get any dumber than this! Thanks, but wrong. I 
then, without any thought at all, proceeded to put the 
letter through the college's postage meter. And then I 
mailed it 

Now in my defense, I must say, I assumed that Paul 
would get the letter and immediately know it was a joke. 
After all, he would know that no dean would eject a 
student in the middle of the year, especially during the 
Viet Nam draft period. Right? Wrong. 

Paul got the letter, thought that it was real, and 
went to the dean. The dean, of course, not recognizing 
the letter that he had seemingly signed, went to the jocks 
and said, in so many words, "Tell the culprit to turn 
himself in. He's dogmeat no matter what, but worse 
dogmeat if I don't know who it is by 10:00 in the 
morning." 

I quickly turned myself in. In no time at all found 
myself at a hearing with the dean, the provost, the 

chancellor, and the president of the college. The 
president opened the meeting by holding the 
incriminating letter in front of my face and asking, 
"Why?" (in a rather stern voice, I might add). I gave what 
I thought was a reasonable response: it seemed like a 
good idea at the time." None of them thought that was 
an acceptable answer. 

The hearing only took an hour or so, but it seemed 
like an eternity. We discussed forgery, concern for 
others, and federal postal violations. Apparently using 
the postage meter was big-time stuff, a federal offense! 
Actually, they did most of the discussing and I listened. 
The result was that. I apologized to everyone and 
remained a student. But I was banned from the dean's 
office forever. 

So there I was on July 3. John and I had gone to the 
VP Fair to see the Air Show. I've always wondered about 
bungee jumping, and a part of me has always thought 
that it would be fun. But then the rational, reasonable 
part of me has thought it was a very foolish idea. 

First we watched the Air Show. The B•52 was 
gigantic, its shadow blocking out great portions of the 
crowd as it lumbered across the riverfront, The Stealth 
Fighter, on the other hand, looked like something out of 
a cereal box: small, black plastic, and designed by a 
Steven Spielberg prop. 

Afterwards we walked to the bungee jumping area 
The closer we got, the higher the cranes looked. They 
were raising and dropping people every few minutes, 
and no one had been hurt yet, so it didn't seem too 
scary. "What the heck," I though, upon learning that you 
would get a free t-shirt if you jumped and that they had 
an X-1, "what do I have to lose?" 

As I was being fitted into the harness, they asked if I 
wanted to be fastened by the ankles or waist. `What's 
the difference?" I asked. "Do you want to drop feet-first 
or head-first?" they replied! From 170 plus feet, I figured 
it didn't make much difference, and as long as I was  

going... So I was fastened by the ankles, so I could drop 
head-first 

I still wasn't worried, but then I had to sign a 
wavier. Make that waivers. I counted and they had me 
sign or initial a document in eighteen different places. 
Regardless of what happened, neither I nor my heirs (I) 
could claim damages, file a lawsuit, or appear on a tv. 
talk show. 

The next thing I knew I was in the metal basket, 
being raised up above the VP crowd. Up. Up. Up. I was 
actually enjoying the view. I turned around and noticed 
that we were above the height of the Eats Bridge, and 
we were still rising. Neat Then I made my first mistake: 
I looked down. 

The crane stopped and I began to perspire. Heavily. 
Do you have any idea how high 170 feet is? That's 
equivalent to the height of a seventeen story building! I 
looked down and thought what in the world have I done 
this time? 

The gate to the basket was opened and the 
assistant said "Now step forward." I stepped forward, 
looked down, gasped, and stepped back. I'm no fool! 
The wind blew the basket a bit, and ever so gently we 
began to sway back and forth. 

Gently, but firmly, the assistant put his hands on 
my hips and said, "Just stand still and look straight. 
ahead. I'll count to three and give you a gentle push, and 
you just fall." 

I sucked in my breath, what was left of it. There 
were thousands watching from the shore below, and 
afraid as I was of dying, I was even more afraid to come 
down without jumping. I nodded yes and took a mini. 
step forward. My toes were over the edge of the basket 
and I balanced on the edge. I stared straight ahead, my 
eyes closed. 

I began to think about my childhood and my 
mom...ONE...and all of the things that I've not done 
yet...TWO...I prepared myself for three, and then as I 
began to stiffen and brace myself, he jumped the gun 
and pushed. I was gone. 

Head-first I began to fall towards the earth. I gritted 
my teeth and squeezed my eyes shut and held my 
breath. It seemed like an eternity. Almost as long as in 
the president's office after the letter writing episode. 

But then it happened, I had bottomed out and was 
being pulled back towards the sky almost as fast as I 
had fallen. I opened my eyes and tried to see where I 
was, but everything was a blur. And then, in no time at 
all, I was in free-fall, again plummeting towards the 
earth. Another eternity. Like the firecracker incident. 
And then I was rebounding back towards the sky. Back 
and forth 1 went. Each time going a bit slower and 
slightly less far. And finally it was over. The crane was 
lowered, I was given my t-shirt and I walked off. Alive. 

Afterwards, I was home reading the paper when the 
first wife came in from work. She asked me how the VP 
Fair had been. "Fine," I said, "and, by the way, I bungee 
jumped." 

"You what?" she shrieked and practically fell on the 
floor. The first thing she said was, "Thank God I didn't 
know you were doing it." She quickly followed with, 
"Why in the world would you do something that 
stupid?" 

All I could reply was "It seemed like a good idea at 
the time." 
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