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Residents Petition for Children's Playground 
by Dawn Blobaum 

Several weeks ago the ad hoc Play-
ground Feasibility Study Committee began 
circulating petitions to garner support for a 
playground at the corner of Kingsbury and 
DesPeres. The following questions have 
been asked of the committee members as 
they've discussed the playground plans with 
their neighbors: 

Why do you want to build a playground in 
our neighborhood? 

The goal we are all working toward in 
the Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood is 
stability. Stable neighborhoods have less 
crime and higher property values. A stable 
neighborhood is created by families. This is 
not a knock on apartment-dwellers or stu-
dents in the Skinker DeBaliviere neighbor-
hood, but it is a fact that a neighborhood is 
stabilized by residents who buy homes here 
and raise their families here. Children in 
the Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood must 
travel over a mile, crossing busy streets, to 
get to the closest safe playground. A play-
ground within the Skinker DeBaliviere con-
fines will help attract families to the area. 

Why was the location at the corner of 
Kingsbury and DesPeres chosen? 

The committee used the following cri-
teria to pick a site: 
• Corner lot 
• Highly visible area (for safety) 
• Least number of residences directly 

adjacent 
• Centrally located in neighborhood 
• City-owned property 

What will the playground include? What 
will it look like? 

The playground equipment will be pur-
chased from a reputable recreational 
equipment manufacturer and sized for 
toddlers through 10 year olds. It will have 
rust-proof steel posts with a powder-coated 
color finish and vinyl-coated expanded 
metal decks, heavy-duty plastic slides, and 
tunnel; steel climbing equipment, bridge, 
and horizontal ladder; and a separate swing. 
set with two toddler swings and two child 
swings. 

Surrounding the playground will be a 6-
foot-high masonry and wrought iron fence 
with one gate on the DesPeres side. The 
gate will be lockable. 

As many existing trees as possible will 
remain. 

What's on the lot now? 
The lot (roughly 35 feet by 150 feet) is 

approximately one-half concrete paving and 
one half grass with a few trees. A railroad 
tie retaining wall divides the two areas. 

Are there problems with the lot now, i.e. 
loitering, excessive noise, littering, etc.? 

There have not been any calls to the 
police department regarding the intersec-
tion of Kingsbury and DesPeres in the last 
year and a haif,according to Seventh District 
Polic officers. Calls to the 6000 block of 
Kingsbury were for larceny or domestic dis-
turbances not loitering or excessive noise. 
Even though it would seem to be a natural 
spot the existing retaining wall is not often 
used for loitering; therefore it will most 
likely occur even less on a wrought iron 
fence in that location. continued on page 7 

Entrance Gates Proposed for Area 
At its meeting on October 

18, the Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Council heard a 
proposal from Alan Hamilton of 
the Apartment Owners Associa-
tion that has been designed to 
improve the appearance of the 
neighborhood and set its bor-
ders. lie thought it would im-
prove the attractiveness of the  

neighborhood if we knew ex-
actly where the edges of 
Skinker DeBaliviere were and 
that there be a consistent iden-
tity around those edges. 

Main gates would be put up 
at three principal intersections: 
Waterman at Skinker, Water-
man at DeBaliviere, arid Des- 

Peres at Forest Park. At every 
other boundary intersection, 
there would be a more diminu-
tive gate. The existing pillars at 
Kingsbury would fit in with this 
plan. In addition, Hamilton pro-
posed a major tree planting on 
the north side of the Forest Park 
Parkway if this were feasible. 

These landscape changes 
would be put into place over a 
five year period. The Apartment 
Owners Association would as-
sume responsibility for its im-
plementation. They will begin 
raising funds for the first set of 
gates. 	The Association will 
work with the Council on this 
plan but expects no funds from 
the Council for this. Major gates 
could cost from anywhere be-
tween $25 - 50,000. Overall, the 
cost might be from between 
$100 -200,000. The first gate is 
the most expensive. Copies of 
it do not require a new casting 
so are less costly. Hamilton 
sees several possibilities for 
funding including approaching 
major corporations and apply-
ing for grants. He will also look 
into the urban tree program. 

Hamilton and his associa-
tion want to begin on this next 
spring. He said it would be the 
easiest of the principal intersec-
tions to address. There will be a 
visual tie to Parkview, thus 
joining both sides of Skinker. 
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Hamilton Community School 
Sponsors Basketball 

SDCCs Recreation Committee, chaired by Arthelda Busch, Is 
sponsoring basketball for boys and girls 8-13 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5-6 p.m. at Hamilton Community Elementary 
Education Center. 
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Editor's Notebook 
by Lana Stein 

Looking across the country, It seems like this has been the 
nastiest campaign I can remember. It almost seems like you 
never see a positive political ad anymore. This level of discus-
sion aids and abets a public mood of get the rascals out, no 
taxes, much less government, and anyone holding office for 
more than just a few years is considered suspect. 

Where does this sentiment come from? Obviously it feeds off 
of the tone of today's campaigns and ads. But, why is there so 
much anger at government? Part of the reason is that we just 
aren't doing as well as we used to. Our real income has gone 
down in the past few years. The notion that our children would 
do better than we have is now only a memory. Jobs are hard to 
come by, for college graduates, and for those with less than a 
baccalaureate degree. Certain simplistic campaigners are quick 
to blame government and taxes for personal plight. Yet, very 
few point to the changing nature of the American economy. We 
are not an industrial nation anymore. Instead, there is a two-
tiered wage structure: professionals at quite high salaries and 

.those earning only minimum wage or a little higher. Did the 
government contribute to this? Certain tax policies gave busi-
nesses an incentive to move their plants abroad. We do not 
have laws making business relocation more difficult the way 
western European countries do. But, a lot of the problem has to 
do with a changed corporate mentality. When John Kenneth 
Galbraith wrote The New Industrial State in the early 1960s, cor-
porations wanted to maintain their level of profit and market 
share; they were not maximizers. That all changed especially in 
the 1980s. Profit maximization became the goal and capital be-
came hypermobile. We saw takeovers, mergers, leveraged 
buyouts, etc., which served to raise business debt and in turn 
bring about the downsizing so evident today. Taxes were only a 
small part of the business decision. 

Ironically, we have the lowest unemployment rate in many 
years now. But, that's just part of the story. People who once 
had good jobs earn a lot less. Many work part-time. The anxiety 
is always there. Its human nature to try to find scapegoats for 
problems. Today it's politicians who bear the burden. There are 
certainly some who might not deserve the public trust. But, in 
the present mood in the country, -all are tarred with the same 
brush and people rush to simplistic solutions to very, compli-
cated problems. It's not a new phenomenon, but a dishearten-
ing one nonetheless. 
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CALENDAR  
Neighborhood Meetings and Events 
November 
2 	Skinker DeBaliviere Community Housing Corporation, 

SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 8 a.m. 
2 	Personnel Committee, SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 7 p.m. 
5 	Boy Scout Food Drive 
6 	Crossroads School's Autumn Ambrosia, a progressive din-

ner on Westmoreland Pl. and Portland Pl., $75 per person. 
Call 726-2962 for information. 

7 	By-Laws Committee, SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 6 p.m. 
14 	SDCC Board of Directors, SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 7:30 p.m. 
16 	Rosedale Fundraiser at Lyrics, Euclid and Washington, 

5:30-9:30 p.m., $5. 
17 	Old Newsboys Day. Watch for Shirley Polk at DeBaliviere 

and Forest Park Parkway, 6 a.m.-9 a.m. 
21 	Apartment Owners Association, SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 7 

p.m. 
29 	Playground Public Meeting, Grace Methodist, 6199 Water-

man, Fellowship Hall, 7 p.m. 

December 
3 	Food Drive by SDCC Social Services Committee. Pick-up 

begins from front porches at 9:30 a.m. 
9 	28th Ward Regular Democratic Club Holiday Party, at 

Crossroads School, 500 DeBaliviere, 7-9 p.m. All are wel-
come. Call 727-1727 or 862-4187 for information. 

Other Nearby Events of Interest 
November 
4-20 The New Theatre (TNT) presents Tour Dogs and a Bone" 

at the ArtLoft Annex, 1527 Washington. Call 781-9314 for 
information. 

6 	Second Annual Singleton Palmer Jazz Jam, Midtown Arts 
Center, 3207 Washington, 4 p.m. $15, $10 for students. 

now- 
13 	'The Years," at the Orlhwein Theatre, 425 North Warson 

Road. For information, call 995-7300. 
13 	St. Louis Chamber Chorus presents "Silence and Music," at 

The Shrine of St. Joseph's Church, 1220 N. 11th St., 3 p.m., 
$10, $8 for seniors and full-time students. 

18-20 	Missouri Historical Society Conference °Jefferson and the 
Changing West: From Conquest to Conservation." Stewart 
Udall will speak. Registration fee is $50, $40 for members. 
Call 454-3136 for information. 

December 
2 	Christmas Gallery Walk In the Central West End 
3-4 	Christmas Walk on Euclid 



New Morn, SDCC Director Kim Koenig holds "baby Santa" outfit 
received a baby shower at the home of Georgi Fox. 
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Questions For 
The Alderman 

By Tim Schoemehl 

Alderman McGuire, in our 
last issue, you discussed the 
city's plans to open public 
parking lots at the empty Sin-
clair and Bonafide gas sta-
tions on Skinker. Has any 
progress been made towards 
that goal? 

 

Rosedale Plans 
Happy Hour Fundraiser 
November 16 

Rosedale Neighbors Association will hold a Fundraiser on 
November 16 from 5:30 to 9:30 pm at Lyrics, a new jazz bar, at the 
corner of Euclid and Washington. This event is designed to raise 
money for both Rosedale and the Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council. Admission is $5.00. There will be a cash bar and attendees 
can purchase dinner if they like. There will be a jazz band. For 
more information, call 862-5122. 

  

Daniel J. McGuire 
28th Ward Alderman 

  

Yes, the city now owns the old Bonafide station at Westminster 
and Skinker. We are currently seeking bids to demolish the build-
ings on the property. Once this is complete we will work with the 
Skinker DeBaliviere Community council to design a landscaped 
parking lot. Hopefully this could be completed sometime in the 
spring. However, no further progress has been made on the Sinclair 
station at Skinker and McPherson. Sinclair Oil has still not ex-
pressed a willingness to sell the property. 

What Is the status of the former BI-Rite property on Delmar? 
The property has been purchased by a woman who wishes to 

renovate the building for use as a private teen recreation center. 
The center would provide constructive and supervised sports and 
activities that teens could participate in. The owner has been 
granted a Conditional Use Permit that will allow her to proceed with 
her plans as long as she meets certain restrictions regarding hours 
and security. 

Has anyone expressed an interest in the Wabash Station at 
the Delmar Metro Link stop? It seems like an ideal location for 
some type of business. 

The building is currently owned by a lawyer who has his law 
practice there. I met with the new owners shortly before the Metro 
Link opened. They expressed an interest in some type of long-term 
retail development at the station, but I have not heard from them 
since that initial meeting. 

Is there anything the city can do about the half-finished 
house on Lindell? 

The city does what it can. We send building inspectors occa-
sionally, and they can issue citations for any building code viola-
tions. The city monitors for safety hazards, and tries to prevent ex-
cessive growth of weeds and build up of litter. Unfortunately there's 
not much else that the city can do. 

Joe Lange 
Cabinetmaker, Carpenter, General Contractor 

(314) 361-6261 

Vicissitudes 

Repairs were recently completed on the World's Fair period 
limestone columns at both ends of the 6100 block of Kingsbury. 

Officer Now Located at Hamilton School 

As part of the revamping of the community schools in St. Louis 
into elementary community education centers, each of these 15 
centers now has a police officer assigned. Officer John Cothrine is 
assigned to Hamilton. He is using the school as a base from which 
to look after the area. This is made possible because of a three year 
grant from the federal government. Cothrine is trying to survey the 
neighborhood now to find out its needs and what the police could 
do to help. 

by Marj Weir 

Nancy Famer, 61XX Wa-
terman, and Darrell Hartke, 
58XX Waterman, quietly cele-
brated their marriage with fam-
ily at Darrell's home on October 
16. Nancy is the State Repre-
sentative for the 64th District 
and Darrell is a psychologist. 
Cal Stuart officiated at the 
ceremony and asked that his 
honorific be a donation to The 
Times. This is not the first time 
he has done this and we are 
most grateful. It proves that you 
can take the boy out of Skinker 
DeBaliviere, but you can't take 
the Skinker DeBaliviere out of 
the boy. 

Maureen and Dave Cun-
ningham have a new baby boy, 
David Michael, born October 25 
at St. Mary's Hospital. 	He 
weighed a hearty 8 lbs. 5 oz. 
and measured 20 inches. 
Maureen is the daughter of Sam 
and Lu Green, 61XX Westmin-
ster, for whom this makes three 
grandchildren. 

Kim Koenig, Director of the 
Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council, and her husband, Joe, 
added 8 lb. Jacob Gerard to 
their family on October 28 with 
the help of the staff at St. John's 
Mercy. 

Best wishes to all starting 
new phases in life. 

Our condolences to the 
large Hamilton family on the 
death of Margaret, known to all 
as Peggy. She lived in the 6000 
block of Waterman. 	. 

Jack Wright was elated 
when Police Chief Clarence 
Harmon accepted his invitation 
to be the featured speaker at 

the next Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Annual Commemoration. Jack 
chairs the event scheduled for 
January 15, 1995, at 3:00 p.m. at 
Grace and Peace Church. 

This year at the Central 
West End Community picnic, 
five softball coaches were hon-
ored for their service to the 
youth of the community. They 
are Willie Haymore, Sr., Bernard 
Jackson, Eric McNeal, Wesley 
Falker, and Leroy Miller. They 
coached twice each week 
throughout the summer. Mem-
bers of our softball team pre-
sented them with a framed cer-
tificate and a coupon booklet 
for AMC theaters. 

Send your news to Marj Weir 
at 6120 Westminster, 63112, or 
call 863-7558. It is much better 
if you provide full detail in 
writing. Photos are welcome 
and will be returned if an 
address is provided 



#1 Best Decor 
#1 Jukebox 
#1 Restaurant Bar 

NUVO CLEANERS 
Complete Dry Cleaning 

& Laundry Service 
Leather S Fur Cleaning 

Alterations 

We Accept All Competitor 
Coupons 

321 N. DeBalivtere 
367-1172 

KINGSBURY 
ANIMAL HosPrrAL 

420 N. Aintree ( at empburo 
Stephen A. Mamma*, DVM 

Connie Handlovits DVM 

Full Service Grooming Available 
Hours By Appointment 

9.6:10 mon.-Thun. /9-4:30 Erl../ 10.2 

721-6251 

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time Plant Maintenance Worker 

$7.00 per hour to start 

Requirements: 
General Mechanical Skills.  
Grilling 
Tapping 
Light Welding 

Hours flexible, some Saturdays 
(Preferably from 
2:00prn lilt 8 00 pm Mon.-Thurs. 
7.30am till 1:00pm on Saturday) 

Contact 
BMX Industries 

6540 Martin Luther King 
St. Louis, Missouri 63133 

Please call Joe or Neville 385-0076 after 3:30 

oce.niaeoe 
RIBALD:GM 

BROKER, 
ASSOCIATE 

RENNI SHUTER, GRI 
LOT MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

RELOCATION SPECIALIST 

DANIEL B. FIIINBERO REAL. ESTATE 
SO N. %KINKER BLVD.  
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI $3130 

WE CATER 
TO COWARDS 

THE FORSYTHE DENTAL GROUP 

HARVEY W. SMALL, Dana 

VALERIE PARS O'BANNON, D.M.D. 

The Dorchester 
665 S. Skinker 

St. Izasts. MO 63105 

725-0988 
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Where Children Learn How to Learn: 
25 years of Education at the St. Michael School 

by Katie Kurtz 

Question: 	If McDonald's 
served 98 billion people, how 
many cows would it take to 
make enough hamburgers 
(assuming that from the aver-
age 1.000 pound steer. 110 
pounds of hamburger meat 
could be obtained)? 

Answer: 222,727,272 cows! 
Not your typical word 

problem—remember, if a plane 
left Philadelphia at 5:15 p.m. 

, going 450 miles an hour and 
another leaves Pittsburgh at 
6:00 p.m. going 475 miles an 
hour, at what time will they pass 
each other somewhere over 
Pennsylvania? Such a problem 
sends many a child into a mild 
panic (this writer included) and 
most students, unless they have 
a burning desire to be air traffic 
controllers, consider the answer 
to be less than exciting. How-
ever, the McDonald's burger 
problem engages even the most 
mathematically challenged of 
us all. Such is the approach to 
math at The St. Michael School. 
The fifth and sixth grades 
dubbed 	the 	exercise 
towgebta: and rose to the 
challenge of finding the answer 
as a collaborative class project. 
Teachet Chuck Stowers did not 
storthere; the children were 
then asked how much space all 
the cows would take up, how 
many miles would the cows ex-
tend nose to tail, how many 
gallons of mustard and ketchup 
would be needed, and how 
many gallons of coke and 
pounds of french fries would be 
consumed with these burgers. 
Each child completed the proj-
ect by making a poster showing 
the math and his/her depiction 
of how the answers to the 
question would look. 

This Is education as usual at 
The St. Michael School. Lo-
cated just five minutes from 
Parkvlew and the Skinker De-
Baliviere neighborhood, the 
school is housed in the Episco-
pal Church of St. Michael and St. 
George just over the city limits 
in Clayton. Established as a 
preschool by the church in the 
fall of 1969, elementary grades 
were added one by one begin-
ning In the early 1980s. The 
school Is small, deliberately so,  

with a population of 103 stu-
dents (capacity is 125). The size 
allows for a student to facility 
ratio of 7 to I and enables the 
entire school to function as a 
cooperative community. In fact, 
the school refers to itself as a 
community of learners where 
children, faculty, parents, and 
physical environment combine 
to provide an education which 
balances traditional academics, 
the Reggio Approach, and col-
laborative projects. 

Understanding that educa-
tion is an ongoing, elastic proc-
ess, The St. Michael School's 
theme is 'where children learn 
how to learn.' Headmaster 
Ashley Cadwell says that "the 
challenge is to engage our 
community of learners in the 
learning cycle—the process of 
Inquiry and invention." Ashley 
uses three interlocking circles to 
explain this learning cycle; in 
one circle is experience, an-
other is reflection, and the third 
is expression. To use traditional 
scientific terms, one would 
have experiment, hypotheses, 
and conclusion. A student may 
enter the cycle at any one of the 
circles. For a pre-primary stu-
dent learning about color, the 
question may be' what makes 
orange. The experience of 
mixing yellow and red paint ex-
presses itself with the new 
color; reflecting upon the fact 
that this will always be orange 
may require repeating the ex-
perience a second and third 
time. 

Towgebra" was also an 
expression of the learning cycle. 
Studies have shown that 
memorizing facts is not neces-
sarily the best way to retain and 
use Information. While some 
rote work is always required, 
the ability to find out why some-
thing is the way it is will cer-
tainly hold that fact more firmly 
in the child's mind. Studies 
have shown that memorizing 
facts is not necessarily the best 
way to retain and use informa-
tion. While some rote work Is 
always required, the ability to 
find out why something is the 
way it Is will certainly hold that 
fact and Its processes more 
firmly In the child's mind. 

The skeptic might ask what 
teachers do at the school If they 
are not forcing children to sit in 
desks and memorize. They 
help provide an environment 
which becomes the third 
teacher (the second leacher is 
the student, both to himself and 
his peers). A leacher will In-
struct in the many ways to 
communicate—writing, dramatic 
play, two or three dimensional 
art, giving an oral report, listen-
ing carefully to one's peers and 
respecting what they say, and 
music. Since the key to the 
learning cycle is reflection and 
hypotheses, teachers provoke 
in-depth thinking and discus-
sions; they guide inquiries and 
invention while allowing the 
student to initiate direction and 
appropriate subject matter. All 
this is achieved through tradi-
tional academics: reading, 
writing, mathematics, music, 
art, and computer and environ-
mental sciences. Because in 
the real world most disciplines 
are interconnected, they are at 
The St. Michael School. 

The school serves prepri-
mary and primary grades. 
Those in preprimary fall into 
one of three groups: the young 
threes who meet three morn-
ings a week, and threes/fours 
and fours/fives who meet five 
mornings a week and as many 
afternoons as desired. The pre-
primary works to develop social 
skills and to cultivate a child's 
natural desire to investigate, 
create, and initiate. 

In the primary grades, 
Spanish is taught four times a 
week and the children attend 
an ecumenical chapel service 
twice a week. Students spend 
some time In the HUB which is 
In the center of the school. The 
HUB contains an environmental 
science area a computer re-
source center, and an art area. 
The school's library is adjacent 
to the HUB. A minimum of 
three teachers are always in the 
HUB to challenge and channel 
students working on projects In 
small groups. 

Because it is an Episcopal 
school, grace is said at meals 
and snacks, prayers are offered  

for the world as well as for 
members of the school's com- 
munity, and God is celebrated 
as the provider and creator for 
all. The largest group of stu-
dents are Episcopal, followed 
by Roman Catholics, other Prot-
estant denominations, and 
Jews. While the image of the 
Episcopal church Is often one of 
affluence, The SI. Michael 
School has a diverse population. 
over 20 percent nonwhite. The 
Board of Trustees tithes ten 
percent of its income for finan-
cial aid for the primary grades. 
The school is committed to 
serving any student who Is 
willing to meet the challenges 
of being treated as a critically 
thinking person, capable of 
learning how to learn the lesson 
of a lifetime. 

Blueberry
Hill



Martin Jaffe has begun construction on three new townhouses at Kingsbury Square. Each has a full 
basement, a two-car garage, and formal dining room. They begin at $ 140,000. 

Barbeque and Caribbean music filled the air at the 25th 
Anniversary Celebration of New City School in the Central West 
End. 

"An odd nostalgia 
seems to hang over it 
all, a sawdust chic? 

- novelist Stanley Elkin 

"Blueberry Hill 
is a treat - 

visual, aural 
and gustatory." 

- Joc Pollack. 
Si. Louis 

Post-Dispatch 
6504 Delmar 
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St. Roch 
Christmas 
Boutique 

St. Roch's annual Christmas 
Boutique will be held Saturday, 
November 12,1994, from 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. and Sunday, November 
13 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the 
Church Hall at Waterman and 
Rosedale. 

This event has grown over 
the years from a handful of 
booths to a hall full of exhibi-
tors. A large variety of unique, 
hand-crafted gifts and holiday 
decorations will be available in 
addition to raffles, home-baked 
goods and lunch. 

From Teddy Bears to Hand-
painted sweatshirts, St. 
Roch's Christmas Bazaar has 
it all! 

This year, a special added 
feature is an expanded Chil-
dren's Activity Center for those 
aged 2 and above. Face paint-
ing, crafts for kids, and a story-
teller are some of the activities 
available. Children can pur-
chase items or create personal-
ized gifts for family and friends. 
Mrs. Claus will also be stopping 
in to greet all the little visitors. 

Raffle items feature a hand-
knit sweater and a Radio Flyer 
"Town and Country" wagon 
filled with sports items for kids. 

All proceeds from the Bou-
tique support Women of St. 
Roch, an organization of parish 
women dedicated to raising 
funds and providing resources 
for parish needs. Mark your 
calendars now for November 12 
and 13. 

New City 
School 
Celebrates 
25 Years 

On October 2, New City 
School held its 25th birthday 
party. The celebration included 
traditional birthday party games 
for children and a rousing Car-
ibbean music concert by New 
City parent Robert Fishbone and 
his band, Sambistas. The party 
concluded at dusk with fire-
works. 

New City School was 
founded in 1969 by Central 
West End neighbors. The origi-
nal mission of New City, to edu-
cate children from different 
backgrounds, remains strong 
today. This academic year, New 
City awarded over $140,000 in 
need-based financial aid.. Kids 
from 46 different zip codes in 
the metropolitan area attend 
New City. 

"AN EVENING WITH DR. HOWARD GARDNER" 
Exploring his theory of Multiple Intelligences 

Sponsored by THE NEW CITY SCHOOL 
7:00PM - 9:00 PM 

Thursday, November 10, 1994 
at 

The Center of Contemporary Arts (COCA) 
524 Trinity Avenue 	

cb
University City, MO 63130 	.to v.e. 

For mensalons. send your check for $30 payable to: 	 tit ,e.O° 

NEW CITY SCHOOL-HO 	
5209 Waterman Ave. 
St. Louts. MO 63108 

Blueberry
Hill



OFF .721-5600 
RES. 862.6071 

BROKERS 
ASSOCIATE 

KARLEEN 0. HOERR 
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

MEMBER MULTIMILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

DANIEL B. FEINBERO REAL ESTATE CO. 
360 N. SKINKER BLVD. 
ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI 63130 

Gus, an allergic Scottie. 

DELMAR 
CLEANERS 
Your neighborhood cleaner 
with complete cleaning & 

laundry service. 

6142 Delmar Blvd. 
Call 727-6600 

COLONIAL 
RUG COMPANY 

6191 Delmar 

Complete Floor Service 
Remnants Always in Stock 

Bill Schiller 

726-3281 

6170 DELMAR 

Sr. Lows, MO 63112 

862-6868 
HOURS: 

LUNCH—MON.-FRI 11 AM•3PM 

DINNER-MON.-SAT. 5 PM-10:30nA 
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Reflections of a Boomer Pet Talk 
By Elizabeth Freeman 

There he was. 
Blue plaid flannel shirt, jeans, 

white sneakers. He was a tall, 
bespectacled fellow with dark 
mid-length hair and a slight 
paunch over his black leather 
belt. Such anordinary guy,with 
a good sense of humor. So ap-
proachable, so normal. Yet 
many of his readers know his 
dark side— via his novels: Car-
rie,TheShining,LawnmowerMan 
and Needful Things, to name a 
few. 

Stephen King recently came 
to St. Louis to promote his new 
tome, Insomnia, and to speak on 
behalf of bookstores, the kind 
w ithout cha n status, who don' t 
brag about deep discounts -
with names you've not seen in 
the malls. 

King , who says he's a better 
writer than a talker, isn't a bad 
public speaker. He told his au-
dience about his start in writ-
ing, family life, his work— past, 
present and future — and took 
questions from the audience. 

He's not the ghoulish human 
being you might have expected 
— actually a quite personable 
guy,whowould probably make 
agood drinking buddy. But he 
sure hasa real knack for horror. 
As a great storyteller who 
coaxes readers into the depths 
of his pages, King seems to be 
an admirable student of human 
nature. He knows what makes 
people tick — and what fright-
ens them too. 

You might wonder what 
makes people like King tick, 
what makes him dream up this 
stuff. But to share such dreams, 
I 'd have to become an extra in 
Night of The Living Dead for lack 
of sleep. " Cool costume, but 
Halloween's over Mom," my 
son would say. 	• 

King says he had a normal 
childhood, but his favorite 
storybook tale as a youth was 
Dr. Jeckyl and Mr. Hyde. Maybe 
that's not so surprising. 

But why do we so love a good 
scare? Is it a primal thing? In-
stinct? Something that we need 
to appreciate our normality or 
mundaneness?Orisitour deep-
down hope to retain some of 
our childlike wonder? 

Maybe all those years in 
Maine bring out the craziness 
in those like King, who grew up 
in a small Maine town and still 
lives in his home state. Quite 
fra nkly, I don' t know how much 
more grief the good people of 
Castle Rock, Maine — the set-
ting for many of his surreal sto-
ries — can take. 

There's certainly more to this 
guy than meets the eye. I don't 
know what it is. 

Churning out best-selling 
page turners sounds like a great 
time to a common garden-vari-
ety writer...especially if you get 
to ride your Harley across the 
country to promote your most 
recent work, as King just did. 

A virtu-osowritermakeswhat 
he does look easy. As we wit-
nessed this fellow under bright 
auditorium lights, his ease with 
those who had come to eyeball 
him might not have been what 
appeared to us. Deadlines, quo-
tas, agents, lawyers, having to 
"up" the manuscript of your 
novel in progress to top the one 
you just published, are prob-
ably just a few of the pressures 
this guy lives with regularly. 

It's only natural to wonder. 
But maybe some things should 
just not he explained. 

The Times will be happy to 
print your holiday greeting 
in our December issue. 
Please send your greeting 
of 35 words or less to The 
Times, c/a Lana Stein, 
5855 Nina Place, 63112. 
Be sure to include your 
name and phone number 
so that we may reach you. 
if we have questions. 

by Stephen A. Bramrneier, DVM 

Allergies affect dogs and 
cats in various ways. Many 
times the target organ is the 
skin. A pet will scratch, or 
chew, an inordinate amount, 
damaging their skin. Red, in-
flamed skin; hair loss, either in 
patches or over large body sur-
faces; scabs and excess oils are 
all the results of trauma caused 
by a pet with allergic "itchy" 
skin. Sometimes these pets are 
defined as "face rubber/foot 
tickers." A dog will rub the side 
of its face across the floor, or on 
the furniture. Owners often 
complain that their dog keeps 
them up through the night by 
licking and chewing on its feet. 
Chronic changes in the skin 
from allergies include skin in-
fections, pustules, dark, coin-
sized lesions and crusts. The 
skin thickens and becomes 
dark. Light colored hair stains a 
rust color from the saliva. A cat 
may lick at its abdomen enough 
to create a bare belly. 

Sometimes, the only evi-
dence of allergic problems are 
recurrent ear infections. A pets 
whole body isn't affected-just 
the ears. The trauma caused by 
frequent ear scratching results 
in yeast or bacteria colonizing 
the ear. The tissue lining the 
ear canal can be chronically in-
flamed producing more ceru-
min (wax), creating a more 
ideal environment for bacteria 
growth. On rare occasions, the 
lining of the canal swells to the 
degree that the canal seals over. 
If the tissue cannot be reduced 

medically, surgery is required to 
literally remove the external ear 
canal. 

Food allergies can cause 
recurrent digestive upsets: 
vomiting and/or loose bowels. 
These allergies can develop 
even if the pet has eaten a par-
ticular diet for several years. 

Allergy testing is possible. 
Recent findings indicate that 
blood tests for allergies have 
comparable accuracy with skin 
testing. 

Regional screening for pol-
lens, molds etc. plus selected 
food screening is done with one 
blood sample. Treatment in-
volves allergy injections and 
feeding a hypoallergenic diet. 
Initially the injections are given 
several times a week and then 
reduced over a several month 
period to a maintenance 
schedule of monthly injections. 

Hypoallergenic diets must 
be strict. Many commercial di-
ets claiming to be hypoaller-
genic are not exclusive enough 
in their ingredients. 

Treating a pet for chronic 
allergy problems can make the 
pet more comfortable and re-
duce the need for the use of 
corticosteroids to control itch-
ing, antibiotics, and reduce the 
number of visits to the veterinar-
ian to treat the complications 
associated with chronic aller-
gies. In the long run, allergy 
testing and treatment can be 
beneficial for the pet and cost 
effective for the owner. 

Blueberry Hill is more 
than a bar, more than a 

restaurant... 
it's a way of life." 

- St Louts Post-Dispatch 

Blueberry
Hill Thai Cafe
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continued from page 1 

Who is paying for the playground? 
The funds to buy the equipment, pre-

pare the lot, and build the surrounding wall 
will come from the Gateway Foundation, an 
organization that favors funding children's 
recreational projects. Some volunteer labor 
may be required from neighbors to erect 
the equipment. 

What about the "Tot Lot" that was built 
over 15 years ago and didn't work? Won't 
the same thing happen again? 

There are two main reasons the prob-
lems with the Tot Lot will not be repeated: 
• The equipment at the Tot Lot was 

designed and built by students at 
Washington University, not by a play-
ground equipment company. Some 
of the equipment was not sized for 
toddlers. The area was not fenced or 
gated. Teenagers tended to take over 
the playground. 
The playground equipment we are 
planning to install is made for small 
children. It will not be comfortable 
for teenagers. The area will be 
fenced and gated (lockable) so we 
can close it at specified hours. 

• The Skinker DeBaliviere neighbor-
hood has stabilized appreciably in the 
last 15-20 years. The improved co-
hesiveness of the neighborhood, the 
basketball courts, and the Youth Cy-
cles program have greatly decreased 
the problems associated with inactive 
teenagers.- 

What about Lucier Park? Why don't we 
use that area? 

Lucier Park has several insurmountable 
problems: 
• It does not meet the requirement for 

a centrally located playground. Many 
parents have slated that it is too far to 
walk there with their children. 

• It has loitering problems now, which 
means that we have to devise a plan 
to improve the area, but a playground 
is not the answer. 

• It is vulnerable because of its proxim-
ity to Delmar and the cut-through pe-
destrian traffic. Safety would be a big 
issue. 

Who will own the playground? 
The city of St. Louis will own the play-

ground. They will maintain it and accept li-
ability for R. 

Who will lock the gate? 
We are recommending that a group of 

volunteers be established. Each volunteer 
will be responsible for closing the gate each 
evening and opening it each morning for 
one week of the year. We have several 
volunteers already. This should not be a in-
surmountable obstacle, considering the size 
of the Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood, 
the number of people committed to improv-
ing the area, and the large number of peo-
ple supporting this playground. 

Are there any examples of play-
ground like this in the City that have been 
successful? 

The Forest Park Southeast neighbor-
hood has a small park/playground called 
Rainbow Park at the corner of Taylor and 
Gibson. The police officers in the area have 
said that the playground has not increased 
loitering. 

if this Is such a good Idea, why are you 
circulating this petition? 

Three reasons: 
• The Gateway Foundation that will be 

giving us the grant to fund the play-
ground wants to be certain that there 
is neighborhood support for it. 

• Some people in the neighborhood 
haven't heard about the playground, 
or have only heard rumors about it. 
We are trying to contact as many 
people as possible to let them know 
the facts about the situation. A public 
meeting that was held in August was 
not well attended, so we felt that a 
door-to-door effort would enable us 
to get more input on the project. 

• There is a very small, but vocal, mi-
nority opposed to the playground. Al-
though we are certain that a majority 
of the neighborhood supports it, sig-
natures will help us get an accurate 
count. 

A second public meeting will be held 
on November 29th at 7 p.m. at Grace 
Methodist Church in the Fellowship Hall. 
We urge everyone to attend. 

	Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Board of Directors Meeting 	 
	 October 17, 1994 Minutes 	 ,  	 

Members present: Directors B. 
Bender, J. Wright, A. Webb, J. 
Miller, G. Hayes, S. Johnson, D. 
Bordes, J. deBettencourt, it John-
son, S. Polk, A. Johnson, L. Stein, A. 
Smith Can, G. Freeman, and Ex-
ecutive Director K. Koenig. 

Guests present: A. Hamilton, 
G. Johannes, K. Cohen, J. Walker, 
G. Lazard, H. Mullen, Officer J. Co. 
thrive, and A. Busch. 

The meeting was called to or-
der at 7:35 p.m. by B. Bender. 

Presentation of Plans for 
Neighborhood Landscaping Plan 

G. Johannes and A. Hamilton, 
officers of the Apartment Owners 
Association, presented preliminary 
drawings and plans for a neighbor-
hood-wide landscaping plan. The 
plan would include a consistent 
pattern of landscaping as well as 
monuments/gates at three points in 
the neighborhood: Waterman and 
Skinker, Waterman and De-
Baliviere, and Des Peres and Forest 
Park Parkway. The estimated cost 
for each gate is projected between 
$25,000 and $50,000. Funds will be 
sought from neighborhood and lo-
cal institutions for the project. More 
details on this project will be pre-
sented In the next three months. 

Officer J. Cothrine introduced 
himself as the new Community 
Educational School Officer at 
Hamilton Community School. He 
distributed an informative survey 
for Board members to complete in 
order for him to better serve the 
community's needs. 
1. Review of Minutes 

J. Wright moved -That the 
minutes of the September Board 
meeting be accepted as read"; sec-
onded by G: Freeman and ap-
proved. 

II. Treasurer's Report 
J. Miller reported that the 

FOSD campaign has been very suc-
cessful, thus far raising over $5,200. 
The 1995 budget will be presented 
for review at the November Board 
meeting. G. Freeman moved 'That 
the September Treasurer's Report 
be accepted as read"; seconded by 
A. Webb and approved. 
III. Committee Association Reports 

Commercial Manning - K. 
Koenig reported on the recent 
hearing on the proposed youth club 
at 6016 Delmar Boulevard. The 
conditional use permit was ap-
proved with 18 conditions, includ-
ing hours of operation, security, and 
maximum occupancy. The 6000 
block of Washington supported the 
youth club proposal. 

5900 DeGlverville - A. John-
son thanked Officer Cothrine for 
attending a recent block unit 
meeting. 

Nina Place - L. Stein reported 
that the Nina Place condominiums 
were profiled in the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch several weeks ago, and it 
has led to Increased interest in the 
properties. 

Parkvlew - J. deBettencourt 
reported that residents are con-
cerned with the University City 
Mayor's current proposal of Me-
troLink expansion. K. Koenig will 
keep abreast of all proposed plans 
that would affect our neighborhood 
on this issue. 

Rosedale - J. Miller reported 
on upcoming events: 

I) Halloween Party at St. 
Roch's, Monday, October 31, from 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

2) Happy Hour at Lyrics Jazz 
Club (Euclid and Washington), No- 

vember 16, 5:30 - 9:30 p.m. The 
cover charge is $5, with proceeds 
being split between SDCC and Ros-
edale. 

3) Saturday with Santa, date 
in December to be announced. 

Housing Corporation - K. 
Koenig reported that the ranchettes 
have been demolished, and the lot 
will be seeded in the next one to 
two weeks. Work is also progress-
ing at 6025 Westminster. 

Recreation - A. Busch distrib-
uted copies of a report that speci-
fied expenditures incurred when 
honoring neighborhood coaches 
who assisted with youth softball. 
She thanked SDCC and New Cote 
Brllliante Church for their contribu-
tions for coaches' awards. 

Social Services - B. Bender 
reported that neighborhood homes 
of senior citizens will be weather-
ized on October 29 by SLU stu-
dents. A neighborhood-wide food 
drive will be held on Saturday. De-
cember 3. Collection will begin at 
9:30 a.m. 

Community Fund - J. Miller 
presented and reviewed a prelimi-
nary report of bingo revenue. A 
final report will be presented at the 
November meeting. He also re- 
ported that Grace Pre-School ap-
plied for funding for new play- 
ground equipment estimated to 
cost between $3500 and $4000. 
The Community Fund reviewed the 
application and recommended 
$2000 go to Grace Pre-School for 
their playground. B. Bender moved 
"That Grace Pre-School receive 
$2000 from the Community Fund 
for playground equipment; sec-
onded by J. deBettencourt and 
unanimously approved. 

MX Commemoration - J. 
Wright reported that the com-
memoration will be held on Janu-
ary IS, 1995, with a snow date of 
January 22, 1995, at Grace and 
Peace Fellowship, from 3 to 5 p.m. 
Police Chief Harmon will be con-
tacted to act as keynote speaker. 

Fundraising - B. Bender re-
ported that so far only 60 percent of 
Board members have participated 
in the FOSD campaign. She urged 
100 percent participation. K. Koe-
nig reported that thank you notes 
and membership cards will be sent 
out to all 'Friends-  within the next 
two weeks. 

Personnel - B. Bender asked 
for volunteers to serve on a com-
mittee to develop a personnel pol-
icy. L Stein, B. Bender, J. Miller, S. 
Johnson, A. Smith Carr, and G. 
Hayes will serve on this committee. 

By-Laws - K. Koenig will con-
tact T. Roland to set up a meeting 
of this committee. 
IV. Adoption of Resolution to Re-

ceive Funding from John Heinz 
Grant 
K. Koenig reported that a quo-

rum of the SDCC needs to sign this 
resolution in order to make our first 
drawdown on this grant. 

NEW BUSINESS 
S. Polk reported that she will 

participate in "Old Newsboys Day" 
on November 17 from 6 to 9 a.m. at 
DeBaliviere and Forest Park Park-
way. She invited all to stop by lo 
see her. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
9:10 p.m. 



IF YOU'RE COLLEGE BOUND, 
YOU'RE BOUND TO 

NEED A LOAN. 
Whether you're 18, 38, or 58, if you're going to college, 
you'll probably need a loan. At Central West End Bank, 
we specialize in student loans. We've got all the facts about 
Stafford Loans for dependent children, loans for 
parents, and Supplemental Loans for adults who are back in 
college. Our experienced staff is always ready to give 
you helpful and courteous service. Whatever your age, 
check with us about student loans. 

415 DeBaliviere 
314-367-8800 

A Federal Savings Bank 

CENTRAL WEST END BANK Member F.D.I.C. 

Everything you need to know about student loans. 
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In Your Ear 
by Hawkeye B. Hoerr 

As long as he ,could re-
member, he'd heard the voices. 
Oh, he didn't hear then all the 
time. Sometimes he could go 
days or. weeks without hearing 
them. Those were times he 
enjoyed, relaxing times. But 
other times, he would hear the 
voices several times a day. 
Those days were rarer now, but 
they still happened. Usually the 
voices started in the late after-
noon. He might be coming 
home from work or maybe re-
laxing, reading the paper. 

At first, he remembered, in 
kindergarten, he thought that 
his imaginary friends were like 
everyone 	else's 	imaginary 
friends. Sometimes he and his 
friends would play dress-up or 
house or cowboy, and they'd all 
talk to their imaginary friends. 
He didn't think he was any dif-
ferent. 

But then as he grew older, 
he realized that the other kids' 
voices were made-up. But his 
weren't. 

He used to wonder if he 
was making up the voices. 
Once, when he was eleven 
years old, he decided that he 
was going to stop the voices for 
once and for all. He remem-
bered it as if it were yesterday. 
He was in his room, it was late 
at night and he was trying to fall 
to sleep. 	The voices kept 
booming in his ears, though, 
especially the male one. "Stand 
up, jump up and down, jump up 
and down, higher, higher," the 
voice commanded. He re-
membered standing, with some 
resignation. This was the kind of 
thing that the male voice com- 
manded him to do often. 
Sometimes it was jumping in 
bed, sometimes it was pushing 
someone off the sidewalk or 
ramming his bike into theirs. 
Sometimes it was tripping a 
friend who was running by. And 
he always did what • he was in-
structed. Until that night. 

For whatever reason, he 
stood up on his bed and then 
sat down. "NO," he said to an 
empty room, "I'm tired and you 
can't make me? He waited for 
what seemed like an eternity, 
and then the voice returned. 
But it was a different sound 
than before. Now the voice 
whispered. "Fine," it said, "but 
you'll be sorry in the morning." 

He often reflected back on 
that night many years agt. The 
house had been quiet and he 
had been awake all night, or so 
it seemed, waiting for some-
thing to happen. Now, as an 
adult, he realized that probably 
he had fallen asleep; but at the 
time, and for years afterwards, 
he had been convinced that he 
had stayed awake all night, 
guarding against the voice. He 
had spent thousands of hours 
thinking about that night and 
what he had done. 

He remembered, he could 
never forget, going downstairs 
the next morning to an oddly 
quiet kitchen and finding it 
empty. It was only him and his 
mom, but usually she was up 
every morning before him. The 
image of the mother he found 
remains with him to this day, 
slumped in her bedroom chair, 
dead of a heart attack. 

The doctors told him it was 
odd, she had no history of heart 
problems. But he knew what 
had happened. She had died 
because he had disobeyed. Be-
fore he had picked up the 
phone to call 911, he knew 
what had happened and had 
vowed never to disobey again. 

The next decade of his life 
was fairly uneventful, as un- 
eventful as this time of life can 
be anyway. He went through 
the normal developmental 
stages and trials of a teenager. 
He had moved to Phoenix to 
live with an aunt. To her credit, 
she tried to do her best for this 
unwanted man-child who 
showed up on her door. They 
had tried to find his father at 
first, but gave up. He always 
suspected that they had been 
successful in making contact, 
but that his dad didn't want him. 
At least that's what the voices 
told him. 

High school was difficult. 
Not the learning, but making 
friends. Whenever he began to 
know or enjoy someone, the 
voices would demand that he 
test the relationship. "Did that 
person really like him?" the 
voices would ask. The only way 
to find out was to test the per-
son, put him or her, he had  

would-be friends of both sexes, 
through some pain. Afterwards, 
if the person still seemed to like 
him, the voices would demand 
that he hurt them even more. 
This went on and on, over and 
over, until he had no friends. 
He was known as someone 
who humiliated others, made 
fun of them in front of their 
peers. People who know him 
better knew that he also physi-
cally hurt his friends. Some-
times he would laughingly trip 
or punch, sometimes he would 
hit hard enough to cause a 
bruise or bloody a nose. 

Once, in his senior year, he 
developed a relationship with a 
girl named Ann. She had gone 
to a girls' boarding school in the 
east, and he met her over the 
summer. When September 
came the voices were happy 
because he had left his mark on 
her. She showed no physical 
bruises at all; but her self-
confidence had been destroyed 
by his ego. Whatever she did 
wasn't good enough. He held 
out his approval like a golden 
orb, always out of reach. And 
the more difficult he made 
things, the more she tried and 
the worse she felt. It was a re-
lationship made in heaven for 
him and the voices. 

In his adult years, the 
voices had changed their de-
mands. They no longer asked 
him to hurt those who were 
close to him, at least not so ob-
viously. The voices were sim-
pler now. As an adult, he was 
sarcastic and a user of others. 
And the voices were happy. By 
now it had become his second 
nature. It was just part of who 
he was. Every once in a while 
he would want to be nice, 
would want to be kind and 
trusting, would want to be sup-
portive. But then he'd hear the 
voices again. And he'd think 
about his mother. He knew he 
had no choice. 

Classified: 
59XX Kingsbury - Spacious 

2 bedroom apartment. Separate 
Living, dining, kitchen. Car-
peted, 	stove, 	refrigerator. 
Lease. $435 month. Available 
November 1. Call 727-0471 

Water bed for sale. Dark Pine 
queen size with headboard and 
cushion rails. $150. Call Greg 
Weir at 863-7558. 

Wanted: Green clay roofing 
tiles. Please call Tim at 721-8616 
days, or 434-5469 evenings. 

Grace Pre-School 
6199 Waterman Blvd. • 863-1992 
Halt Day or Extended Day Program 

Individual Guidance • Creative Learning 
Ages 2 1/2 - 6 Years 

Applications are now being accepted. 
Please call or stop by for a tour. 

Si-Lingual Director/Teacher 

33 Years of Serving the Community 

CWE


