
5900 DeGiverville Christmas Block Party. 1994 officers of block 
unit, Joyce Barnard, Aaron Johnson, Carl Barnard, Sr., Addie 
Doyle, and Jesse Brown 

ENRICHING THEIR COMMUNITY: 
THE 5900 DEGIVERVILLE BLOCK UNIT 
by Lana Stein 

Candidates Answer Times Questionnaire 
edited by King Schoenfeld 

We hope that all readers of the Times will vote on March 7th in the 
city primary election (for Alderman and for President of the Board of 
Aldermen). The office of President is important for the aldermanic 
Board, of course. The President is also one of the three officials, along 
with the Mayor and Comptroller, who make up the important Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment, which decides what funds will be allocated 
in running our city. 

We asked each of the 7 candidates to provide a statement and then 
to answer six questions that the editors thought would be of special 
interest to readers of the Times. We offer their responses here unedited. 
However, we have grouped the answers from all of the candidates under 
the six questions for our readers' convenience. continued on page 4 
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On December 14, 1994, 
Central West End Bank, located 
at 415 DeBaliviere, elected Kath-
leen O'Connell Hamilton as Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer. 
Hamilton was a founder of the 
bank and had most recently 
served as Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer. 
She is now the only female chief 
executive of an independent bank 
in the St. Louis metropolitan area. 

Kathleen Hamilton is a long 
time resident of our neighbor-
hood, moving here when she was 
11 years old. She has lived in 4 
houses on 4 blocks in Parkview 
and, with her husband Alan, re-
habbed three of those homes. 
Ten years ago, her entire family 
lived in Parkview. When she 
moved to a home on Westminster 
inside the city limits in the early 
70s, her attention turned east-
ward. Her focus became the city 
during some very challenging 
days. She sold real estate during 
this period and was very frus-
trated because buyers in our 
neighborhood couldn't get enough 
loans. 	On March 19, 1976, 
Hamilton met Tom Scatizzi at a 
party. Together they decided that 
the neighborhood needed its own 
savings and loan. Along with 8 
other friends and neighbors, they 
created Central West End. It re-
ceived the first new charter of a 
savings and loan in the city of St. 
Louis in 25 years when it opened 
in 1979. 

Scatizzi became the first 
president of Central West End 
and Hamilton was a founding 
board member. Scatizzi is step-
ping down now to pursue a medi-
cal career. 

Hamilton's husband Alan is 
chair of the Skinker DeBaliviere 
Apartment Owners Association 
and heads Forest Park Investment 
Corporation. They have 3 chil-
dren: Danny attends Tulane Law 
School, Holly is a junior at South-
em Illinois university-Carbondale, 
and Andrew is a 10th grader. 

Hamilton has been active in 
her community in a number of 

After attending numerous 
SDCC meetings these past 3 
years, I have learned that perhaps 
the most active block unit is that 
of 5900 DeGiverville. Its mem-
bers meet frequently and organize 
social events that strengthen their 
cohesion and camaraderie. It is 

different ways for a long time. 
She is a founding member of the 
West End Arts Council. She was 
chair of the old Arts and Humani-
ties Committee. of the city and 
then was appointed to the board 
of the Regional Arts Commission. 
In fact, Central West End Bank 
served as an art gallery in its early 
years as a way of attracting peo-
ple back to DeBaliviere. They 
featured weaving, textiles, and 
watercolors. Hamilton would love 
to do something like that again. 
She said that art has a real en-
ergy. 

Hamilton looks forward to 
continuing serving our neighbor-
hood in her new position. 
"Parkview and Skinker De-
Baliviere are old-fashioned, com-
fortable, family-oriented neigh-
borhoods." Central West End 
Bank, independent and neighbor-
hood-based, has tried to preserve 
these qualities and Hamilton sees 
that as an important part of her 
new role. 

Hamilton also was a member 
of the board of the Skinker De-
Baliviere Community Council for 
a number of years and served as 
its treasurer. In addition, she was 
a board member of the Central 
West End Association and a 
member of the Central West End 
Charitable Trust. Being a part of 
both associations enabled her to 
get a "whole view of the west 
end." She also continues to be an 
active member of St. Roch's. 

The block unit meets on Fri-
day evenings which demonstrates 
the social and communal ties that 
bind this group. They also have 
parties such as at Christmas. This 
year I was asked to attend and 
share their good conversation and 
great food. 

I was surprised to learn that 
this strong block unit did not form 
until 1991. Its president, Jesse 
Brown, said that there were con-
cerns about the upkeep of some 
of the property and about crime 
that brought the neighbors to-
gether. 	Then SDCC director 
Nancy Farmer worked closely with 
this unit as it got going and says 
she misses their meetings a great 
deal. Many blocks come together 
at times of concern but few build 
such a comprehensive organiza-
tion so quickly. Their level of 
commitment is very evident and 
they are quite aware of the hap- 
penings on their block. 	Their 
shared concerns and their activi-
ties have helped the block be-
come stronger over the last three 
years. They are a model for this 
and any other neighborhood. 

Kathleen Hamilton 
Takes The Helm At 
Central West End Bank 

my great regret that I seem to al-
ways be out of town at the time of 
their annual August barbecue. A 
good crowd attends and people 
rave about the food. The block 
unit also has an annual shopping 
excursion, this past year to the 
outlet stores at Lake of the 
Ozarks. 
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Waterman at Rosedale. Repre-
sentatives of the 7th District of the 
St. Louis Metropolitan Police De-
partment will be present to discuss 
crime patterns in the area and to 
answer questions. All residents 
are welcome at this meeting. 

If you have questions about 
either of these meetings, call the 
SDCC office at 862-5122. 
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Contributions to The Times 

Our annual holiday envelopes came pouring in during the month of 
December. What a nice treat, to be able to see all the nice comments and 
checks from our supporter's and neighbors. 

THANK YOU! 

CALENDAR  
Cal and Gee Stuart 
Arline Webb 
Sandy and Sue Rothschild 

Ethyl Adolphe 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Father 
Peter and Mary Schmit 

Neighborhood Meetings and Events 
February 

Delores and Gene Hoefel Gary and Glenda Underwood 1 Housing Corporation, 12 Noon, SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury 
Gerry Flynn Vince and Lou Schoemehl 13 SDCC Board of Directors, 7:30 p.m., SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury 
Peter Lulcasiewicz David Garin 15 Housing Corporation, 12 Noon, SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury 

and Shirley Bissen Ann Smith Can and Gary Carr 21 Delmar Business Association, 12 Noon, SDCC, 6008 
Lisa Iglauer Kate and Ken Anderson Kingsbury 
Christopher Moritz Bette and Joe Botz 25 Threes Trivia Party, 6:00 p.m. Chili supper, 7:30 Game 
Joe and Karen Keaveny Ken Cohen and Margie Brarnmeier starts, Crossroads School 
Dee and Gary Hayes Sue Bretz 27 Apartment Owners Association, 7 p.m., SDCC, 6008 
R.J. and Sally Boggeman Elaine Muellerleile Kingsbury 
Olivia Bonner Neville and Jo Ann Vatcha April 
Mr. and Mrs. James Dearing Gloria Broun 6 Rosedale Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting, Elec- 
Edna Paul Renni Shuter lion of Officers and Potluck Supper, 6:00 pm, Crossroads 

School 
Also, we want to say thank you to some others whose cash and in-kind 

donations are essential to our success: 
Lana Stein 	 Mr. Brammon 
Lois Schoemehl 
	

Marcia Kea 
Katie and Paul Kurtz 
	

John Sprague 
Julie and Jim Schoemehl 
	

Dorothy Hood 
Venita Lake 
	

M. [tit 
Sara Johnson 
	

Loretta Lloyd 
Ken and Kate Anderson 
	

Marj Weir 
Frank and Flossie Driscole 

wad 
And finally, special thank you's to ALL.DLIRDThasi 

Art Santen 
Brad Weir 
The Boggemans 
The Stah 
The Chavezes 
Faith Sandler 
Richard Lowenstein 
The Bell/McLaffertys 
The Crosses 
The Stoecklins 
The Beals 

Other Events of Interest: 
February 
11 	"1945 - America and the World: Between War and Peace," 

lecture by History Prof. Henry Berger at Rm. 362 McDonnell 
Hall, Washington Univ., 11:00am-12:30pm, free. Part of "A 
Backward Glance: America After the War." 

11 	Synchronia Benefit Party--an Almost Valentines Day Party-- 
at West End Wine, 8pm-llpin. Food, drinks, and great mu-
sic, $20. Door prize. Call 664-9313 for information. 

12 	American Indian songs, stories, and dances for young people 
at Edison Theatre, 6445 Forsyth, 2pm, $10. 

18 	'The 1948 Presidential Campaign: The Beginning of Mod-
em Politics," lecture by Thomas Eagleton, 362 McDonnell 
Hall, Washington Univ., 11:00am-12:30pm, free. 

18 	"Polynesian Martial Arts," class at Yoga Center. $30. For 
information call 721-8054. 

24-26 	23rd Annual Blueberry Hill National Dart Tournament. For 
information call 727-0880. 

25 	"The Energy of Freedom: the African American's Protest 
Ideology and the Rise of American Nationalism, 1945-1965." 
Lecture by Gerald L. Early, 362 McDonnell Hall, Washington 
Univ., 11:00am-12:30pm, free. 

March 
2 Prof. Clarence Stone of the Univ. of Maryland will speak on 

"Civic Capacity and Urban Education Reform" at the Urban 
Forum, Library and Collections Center, 225 S. Skinker, 7prn. 
Free. 

COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 
UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS 

A joint February-March 
meeting of the Skinker De-
Baliviere Community Council will 
take place on Monday, March 6 at 
7:30pin in the library at Hamilton 
Community Education Center, 
5819 Westminster. At this meet-
ing, Alan Hamilton and George 
Johannes will present their plans 
for new gates to demarcate the 
entrances to our neighborhood. 
(These plans were highlighted in 
our November Times.) All resi-
dents are urged to attend and 
voice their opinions about this 
major project and ask any ques-
tions they may have. 

In addition, the Council is 
sponsoring a public meeting about 
security. This meeting will be held 
on Monday. March 13 in the 
lunchroom at St. Roch's school, 

Lana Stein 
Ruth Beckloff 
Mine Webb 
The RoncaV Forsfunds 
The Lakes 
The Waishes 
The McGams 
Karen Kelsey 
Lois & Tim Schoemehl 
The Rothschilds 
The Crofts 

Vivienne Dobbs 
Shirley Polk 
The Flynns 
Karen Bynum 
The Falkers 
The Hollers 
The Gambles 
The Hoens 
The Austins 



OFF.721-5600 
RES.863-0220 

School children at '95 M.L.K. event present pictures and a story. 

BROKER@ 
ASSOCIATE 

RENNI SHUTER, GRI 
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

RELOCATION SPECIALIST 

DANIEL I FEINBERG REAL ESTATE 
360 N. SKtNKER BLVD. 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130 

Blueberry Hill is more 
than a bar, more than a 

restaurant... 
it's a way of life." 

- SL Louts Post-Dispatch 
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Farmer discusses new session 
of State Legislature. 

by Tim Schoemehl 

The current session of the 
Missouri State Legislature opened 
January 4th with a partisan battle 
over the office of Speaker of the 
House. 	Representative Nancy 
Farmer, whose district includes 
the Skinker-DeBalivere area, fears 
that this partisan bickering may 
continue throughout the session. 
"I think there will be more gridlock 
than in past sessions," Farmer 
said. But she believes that prog-
ress can be made "in areas where 
there is strong bipartisan agree-
ment such as juvenile crime, and 
tax limitation." 

Farmer is co-sponsoring the 
Youth Opportunities and Violence 
Prevention Act with Representa-
tive Pat Dougherty, a measure 
which she hopes will help prevent 
juvenile crime. The bill would 
allow organizations that serve 
youth at risk to receive tax credits 
from the state. These tax credits  

would then be distributed to indi-
viduals and businesses who do-
nate money to that organization. 
Farmer believes that the bill will 
help "foster cooperation with the 
private sector." Farmer said, "I 
hope my colleagues will begin to 
focus on prevention, so that a few 
years from now we don't have to 
build another new prison." 

Farmer also hopes that this 
session of the legislature will bring 
about increased local control of 
the St. Louis Police Department. 
A bill that would have given St. 
Louis total control of its police 
department did not pass commit-
tee during the last session of the 
Legislature. This session, Farmer 
has co-sponsored a bill with Rep-
resentative O.L. Shelton, which 
would return control of the police 
department's budget to the city. "I 
am a strong advocate of local 
control." Farmer said. 'While this  

bill is not the whole loaf, it is a 
step in the right direction." 

On another issue of local 
control, Farmer is co-sponsoring a 
bill that would allow municipalities 
to regulate outdoor advertising, 
such as billboards. Currently, the 
state regulates billboards along 
interstate highways. 'The City of 
St. Louis, and other cities in this 
state, regulate most other zoning 
issues," Farmer said. 'Why should 
outdoor advertising be controlled 
by the state?' she asked. 

Another issue that Farmer 
believes will be popular this ses-
sion is tax limitation. Farmer is 
wary of many of these proposals. 
'The state of Missouri is already 
very fiscally conservative. Article X 
of our state constitution, the Han-
cock Amendment, prevents state 
government from growing at a 
faster rate than the state's econ-
omy. The Legislature is required  

to pass a balanced budget, and 
the Governor already has a line-
item veto. I believe that these 
measures sufficiently contain the 
growth of state government." 
Farmer says she will research any 
tax limitation proposals that are 
introduced this session, and could 
support them, depending on the 
details of the legislation. 

Farmer serves on 5 commit-
tees this session: Natural and 
Economic Resources Appropria-
tions, Ways and Means, Correc-
tions and State Institutions, Gov-
ernment Organization and Re-
view, and Municipal Corporations. 
Her newest committee assignment 
is Government Organization and 
Review, of which she is Vice-
Chair. She is also Vice-Chair of 
the Municipal Corporations 
Committee, which she said, "deals 
with much of the legislation con-
ceming St. Louis." The Legisla-
ture will be in session until May 
12th. 

1995 KING COMMEMORATION: 
A TIME FOR JOY AND A TIME FOR CHALLENGE 

This year, neighbors and 
friends packed Grace and Peace 
Fellowship on January 15 to cele-
brate the life and work of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. A 
number of schools participated in 
the program, adding energy and 
enjoyment for everyone. 

Jack Wright, chairman of the 
Commemoration 	Committee, 
opened the program, the sixth to 
be held under the auspices of the 
Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council and Grace and Peace as 
well as schools and churches in 
the community. He read some 
remarks of Dr. King and then in-
troduced Ted Smith of Grace and 
Peace who provided a welcome 
from the church. Then, the pro-
gram was taken over by children 
from four schools who presented 
King's ideas in different ways. 
Children from Bethel School had 
a song and reading. A choral 
reading was also presented by 
children from Hamilton School's 
third through fifth grades, fol-
lowed by a rendition of I'd Like 
to Teach the World to Sing." New 
City School's first graders followed 
with "A Little Like Me, A little 
Like You." The Young African 

Americans Positive Awareness 
Group, organized by New City 
counselor Liz Johnson and made 
up of fifth and sixth graders, pre-
sented poems and skits that they 
themselves had written. Closing 
the school segment, two St. Roch 
students offered 'Vision of Peace 
Messages." 	It was no wonder 
that emcee Jack Wright remarked 
that "the salvation of our world is 
our children." 

The New Cote Brilliante 
Church of God choir offered a 
powerful adaptation of Handel's 
Hallelujah Chorus. Wright then 
introduced the principal speaker: 
Chief Clarence Harmon of the St. 
Louis Metropolitan Police. Har-
mon spoke about how to organize 
the struggle today. He said that 
King's dream is not dead but there 
is reason for concern. "In St. 
Louis dawn never begins for too 
many of our young people. Eight 
of ten people killed in the city are 
African American; nine of ten are 
male. Half are 25 and younger." 
Harmon felt that "we are not pro-
viding our young people with 
some of the lessons and values 
young people had in. Dr. King's 
time." 

Chief Harmon noted that 
"because of the struggles of King, 
black men have more opportuni-
ties. There are more resources 
available. We tend to overlook 
the young men who take advan-
tage of opportunities." However, 
many young men do turn to 
gangs that provide family and 
identification and role models. 
These are young men untouched 
by school or religious experience. 
Harmon asked what we could do 
to turn things around. He en-
couraged everyone to reach out 
through churches, clubs, and so-
cial and professional organizations  

to young people. "None of us did 
it alone." It is important to show 
how poverty and racial discrimi-
nation can be overcome. Har-
mon concluded that "the greatest 
reward for you is to turn a young 
person's life around." He urged 
the assembly to reclaim our chil-
dren's future. 

The Rev. Mild Merritt of New 
Cote Brilliante Church of God of-
fered a benediction. The com-
memoration closed with the large 
crowd singing 'We Shall Over-
come." Grace and Peace Fellow-
ship then provided refreshments 
at a reception in the social hall. 

Blueberry
Hill



We asked each of the 7 candidates for the aldermanic presidency to provide a statement and then to answer six questions that the 
editors thought would be of special interest to readers of the 77mes. We offer the unabridged responses of those who replied. However, 
we have grouped the answers from all of the aldermanic presidential candidates under the six questions for our readers' convenience. 

President of the Board of Aldermen 
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Candidates Respond to Questions from the Times edited by King Schoenfeld 

Statement from Paul Michael Beckerle 
We are an familiar with the challenges facing 

our city: fighting crime, better schools and 
housing, stable communities. Our city government 
should be addressing that set of challenges with 
vigor and tenacity. It should be focused on better 
solutions for the people, not sweetheart deals for 
the privileged. I am running for President of the 
Board of Aldermen in the March 7 primary 
election because I believe in the future of this city 
and I think that it's time city government got 
serious about saving it. 

My record of honest pubic service speaks for 
itself. I have been an active and innovative kgislator during my ten years as 
alderman of the 25th ward. The voters of this city. those who have chosen to 
stay and fight for their families, deserve a full-time Aldermanic Resident who 
will work hard, get innovative. put them first and put the bad guys and back-
room deals last. 

Surely, the City must be more efficient, and do a better job of keeping 
peopkr safe from crime, and of creating economic opportunity. We must also 
tackle one of our most pressing problems. housing. Government must help 
rebuild and strengthen our communities by making it cost-effective to develop 
middle-class owner-occupied housing for working families. My plan for the 
conversion of multiple-family housing Into single-family units is a necessary step 
toward a safer. and stronger St. Inns for your family and mine. 

This is an important election for St. Louis. and I would very much 
appreciate your vote on March 7. 

Statement from Tom Braford 
I'm running for President of the St. Louis Board of Aldermen because I'm 

concerned and alarmed by what I see going on In the City of St. Louis. 
I'm concerned about the perceived lack of opportunity, but most of all I'm 

concerned that an increasing number of is are at risk of "falling through the 
cracks" because we no longer have an adequate community of support. 

My campaign is about that and about building the kind of coalitions that 
can make a difference. It's about opening up communications and building 
relationships between those at the top and those at the bottom—between those 
that have and those in need. 

The work that Eve done has thaws been based on exienuity, stick-to-
itiveness, and an ability to work with and bring out the best in people. 

I have a B.S. in Education with a major in Political Science. I have the 
experience we need to revitalize the city. 

As a probation and parole officer, I established the first GED program for 
ex-offenders after receiving training at the Missouri Highway Patrol Academy. 

As a specialist in the field of affordable housing, I served as a graduate 
level consultant for Washington University and the Housing Law Clinic at St. 
Louis University. 

I am a graduate of Coro Nirighborhood Leaders training program. Coro is 
a national organization that selects and trains leaders dedicated to public 
service. 

I have Wed in many parts of the city. both north and south. 

Statement from Phyllis Young 
My husband and I withered our borne in 

Soiskini In 1976. and have been rehabbing ever 
since! My interest in rehabbing extends to my 
neighborhood, the adjacent neighborhoods and 
the entire city. 

I have served as 7th Ward alderman since 
1985. Unlike most people who run for office as the 
product of a ward organization, I earned my job 
through my neighborhood involvement. I became 
involved in government as an extension of my 
interest in rebuilding my neighborhood. I served as 
president of my neighborhood organization. I 
sewed on the boards of the St. Agatha Day Care 

Center, Neighborhood Housing Services, and the Citizens Advisory Committee 
of the Community Devebpment Agency. I volunteered at the St. Peter and 
Paul homeless shelter. I did so because I believe that strong neighborhoods are 
our best tool against bad influences in our city. 

When it comes to measuring results, no other candidate can match my 
solid record of producing new housing and new jobs. That's because I've 
worked full-time as an alderman for the last ten years. I will work full-time as 
President of the Board of Aldermen. 

I have worked closely with businesses to create jobs and business tax 
revenue for our city. My rapport with the business community will allow me to 
forge the kind of creative public-private partnerships that are needed to address 
our most pressing problems. 

The 7th Ward which I represent is a microcosm of the city. When I 
became alderman the ward was fractured by fighting among the diverse 
groups. I have successfully worked with all these groups to forge a common  

agenda for progress and the results are visible throughout my ward: 
neighborhoods reborn, downtown revitalized. and former ices working side by 
side. 

As the Pint woman president of the Board of Aldermen. I will build upon 
those successes to strengthen neighborhoods and job opportunities throughout 
our city. The good of boys and special interests have run the show for long 
enough. It's time for a real neighborhood leader to take charge! With your help 
it can happen. I'd appreciate your support on March 7th. 

What are your priorities for use of Community Development 
Block Grant Funds and Sales Tax Revenues? 

Beckerle: The CDBG funds are best spent on neighborhood stabilization 
and a home repair program for citizens on fixed incomes, particularly the 
elderly. Sales tax revenues. such as the 1/2 cent increase passed by city voters 
in 1993. are being and shotdd continue to be spent on capital improvements, 
including city parks. 

Braford: I would establish a privet* managed community development 
trust fund that would issue credit vouchers to individuals based on the same 
demographic formula used by HUD in initially awarding the funds to the city. I 
would further create a protected economy within the most hg* impacted 
areas of the city by restricting use of those vouchers to that area. Interest 
earned on the fund would support administrative cost, marking of the 
programs, and provision of information and technical assistance. A peritxlic 
clearing of accounts would satisfy IRS requirement. The net result would be the 
creation of an economic magnet, drawing goals and services to these areas In 
much the same way that sporting and gambling facilities draw money to 
downtown and Lacleck's Landing. This would also serve as a stimulus for 
innovation and entrepreneurship within the impacted areas. I would tae sales 
tax revenue to maintain repair and replace infrastructure and for special needs 
on a kneed basis. 

Young: The top priority for use of block grant funds should be the 
creation and rehabilitation of housing. A sound housing stock brings stability to 
city neighborhoods. Sates tax revenue fluctuates with the economy. As such, 
prefer to see that money go to capital improvements to rebuild our aging 
infrastructure, rather than used on new programs which would have to be 
abandoned when tax revenue falls. 

What specific means do you plan to address crime In city 
neighborhoods? 

Beckerle: I strongly support the new initiative to raise the authorized 
strength of the city police to 1650 officals. By adding the 23 officers funded by 
last year's federal crime bill. the number reaches 1673. However, this is only 
part of the solution. We also have difficulty attaining the authorized strength of 
the force because of attrition within the poke department. We currently do not 
retain experienced officers with more than 20 years service; they are a valuable 
resource which we cannot afford to bee at the current rate. I supped a new pay 
matrix to raise the salaries of 20-year veterans to 540.000/year. This. I think 
would go a long way toward keeping our most experienced officers on the job 
and do the city a world of good. 

Braford: Crime is a symptom of larger problems, perceived and real. 
Lack of opportunity and a decreased infrastructure of family and community 

support are the real issues. Community Development Block Grant funding 
would address the first. Encouraging private sector funding of neighborhood 
initiatives, including various citizen driven crime prevention measures, would 
address the second. 

Young: I support the expansion of the Community Oriented Poking 
(C.O.P.S.) program and the hiring of additional poke to patrol our 
neighborhoods. I also encourage the development of citizen mobile patrols and 
block units to work with the poke in spotting and reporting crime. 

Do you support city residency for police and other city 
employees? 

Beckerle: Absolutely. We need more people moving into the city. not city 
employees moving out. Under no circumstances would I support any loosening 
of the residency requirement. 

Braford: I would maintain the requirement in the short run. I lowever, we 
have to give people a reason to live here, not penalize them for doing so. 
Therefore. I would eliminate the requirement through an emphasis on 
incentives. In addition to the two incentives already mentioned, i.e., creation of 
a protected economy and private sector funded initiatives, a their Incentive 
would be a shifting of property taxes from improvements to land. This would 
have the double benefit of encouraging improvements while discouraging land 
speculation, which skims off the value through windfall profits thrall communities 
create. 

Young: Yes, I feel very strongly that the residency requirement for poke 
and other city employees should be maintained The aldermanic Public Safety 
Committee, of which I am chairman, included this requirement In our recently 
issued report for Improving police department operations. 

What is your position on a city-county merger? 
Becker's: I think that a merger of St. Louis city and county is long over-

due, and perhaps inevitable. It makes a world of sense for the City of St. Louis 
to become the 61st municipality in St. Louis County. The division of city and 
county is an archaic system which. if it ever did make sense, certainly makes no 
921192 

 

Braford: If we are to deal effectively with the serious social and 
economic problems that confront us. i.e., inequities in schools, housing, job 
opportunities, and the inefficiency and ineffectiveness of local governments, we 
must continue to move in the direction of a merger. I support a continued 
incremental approach. The largest barrier in the city seems to be a concern in 
the African.American community that a merger would result in a dilution of 
their power base. This is already happening, however, as the natural result of 
integration of neighborhoods. I would further work toward seven Aldermen 
elected city-wide. with everyone having seven votes as a precursor to merger. 

Young: While the idea has merit, it has encountered strong political 
opposition both in the city and county. The hard reality is that we must instead 
look at individual service needs where we can forge a consensus to take a joint 
approach to addressing the needs. This approach has worked well with the 
Zoo-Museum district, Regional Hospital, Metro-Link, etc. 

What is your position on the Forest Park Master Plan? 
Beckerle: As chair of the Board of Aldermen's Parks and Environmental 

Matters Committee, I have devoted many hours to the planning process for the 
Forest Park Master Plan. I fully support the process and the plan it laboriously 
developed. I believe that it is the best balance of interests and the most sensible 
approach to the future of Forest Park that anyone could have hoped for. And 
after some difficulty achieving a quorum: I am pleased to report that my 
committee has passed the plan with a "do pass'. recommendation, and I am 
hopeful that the full board will do what is best for Forest Park and pass this 
plan. 

Braford: I firmly support "no net loss of green space" and further 
believe that expansion in Forest Park should be limited to the confines of 
existing buildings and parking and not beyond that point. 

Young: I led the fight to defeat the Art Museum parking expansion 
proposal in 1992. As a member of the aldermanic Parks Committee. I pushed 
for language in the master plan which encourages any expansion of existing 
park facilities in adjacent areas, rather than within Forest Park. 

Daniel J. McGuire-28th Ward Alderman 

Opening Statement 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

I have been privileged to sense as your al-
derman - your representative at City Hall - since 
1981. Throughout these years, my full-time efforts 
have been devoted to ensuring that all neighbor. 
hoods in the 28th Ward receive their fair share of 
city dollars. services and programs. I have worked 
with the Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council 
to keep the community informed, and met with all 
block units, neighborhood groups and institutions 
in the area to listen and act on residential and 
business concerns. 

My family and I have proudly called Skinker-DeBaliviere home for almost 
25 years. Together with you - our friends and neighbors - we have worked to 
make our neighborhood, and the entire 28th Ward, a better place to live and 
raise our families. 

While much has been accomplished, much remains to be done. That's 
why I am seeking re-election on March 7 - to continue strong and responsive 
representation for the citizens and voters of the 28th Ward. 

I sincerely hope I have earned your respect, your trust and your vote - to 
preserve and improve all that we have worked so hard to accomplish together. 
Since there are no Republican candidates, your alderman and the President of 
the Board of Aldermen will be elected in the Democratic Primary. For this rea-
son it is critically important to your interests to VOTE ON MARCH 7! 

What are your priorities for use of Community Development block 
grant funds and sales tax revenues? 

Specific to the greater Skinker-DeBaliviere Neighborhood, I plan to con-
tinue to work with the Council, the Housing Corporation, the Apartment Own-
ers Association and other interested groups to develop and implement an an-
nually updated "Five-Year Plan" for the expenditure of these funds, which in-
clucks, but is not limited to: completing the renovation of the Nina Place area; 
renovating housing for low and moderate-income families in the Eastgate area, 
north of Delmar; assisting the Housing Corporation to complete the renovation 
of the multi-family buildings near Rosedale/Washington; constructing attached 
town-homes on the vacant lots on the west side of Laurel at McPherson; ob-
taining funds for the renovation of 57XX McPherson with the 26th Ward Al-
derman; renovating several other "targeted problem properties"; ensuring that 
neighborhood residents receive their fair share of social services from city-wide 
Block Giant allocations; assisting the business and property owners on Delmar 

What do you think is the major issue facing city neighbors? 
Beckerle: Housing and neighborhood stabilization. I think it is time for 

city government to get more aggressive in its dealings with irresponsible 
landlords and other "bad actors" in our neighborhoods. I think our 
neighborhoods and our city are worth fighting for. I intend to lead that fight as 
president of the Board of Aldermen. 

As alderman of the 25th ward, I have sponsored legislation enabling the 
city to more easily track down irresponsible property owners or those in 
violation of housing laws, and legislation allowing the city to strip a property 
owner of income from any rental units in the city if the owner has twice failed 
to appear as a defendant in city housing court. These will be valuable tools in 
our struggle against this difficult problem. 

I have also led the fight against the uneven application of the Section 8 
housing program. Although subsidized housing is needed to insure society's 
safety net, the application of this program is destroying our communities, and 
we must stand up for ourselves. 

We must show both criminal and simply negligent elements in our 
community that we will no longer tolerate the weakening of our city. It is only 
through real solutions to these and related problems that a lasting remedy to 
our crime problem is possible. 

Braford: There is no one central issue for all neighborhoods. Issues vary 
widely from neighborhood to neighborhood. I there is one common thread, 
however, it is the lack of extended support that has seen increasing numbers of 
people fall through the cracks neighborhood by neighborhood throughout the 
city. 

Young: I think neighborhood residents have lost confidence in the city's 
ability to address problems plaguing our caw crime, deteriorating housing. and 
a crumbling infrastructure. Crime has decreased in my neighborhood. and 
property values have risen as rehab activity blossomed. My involvement in 
these successes have given me the tools and know-how to tackle these issues 
citywide as President of the Board of Aldermen. 

to implement our "Delmar-Link" redevelopment plan; completing the conver-
sion of the former gas station at Skinker/ Westminster to a public parking lot; 
initiating the conversion of the former gas station at Skinker/McPherson for 
public parking; approving and implementing a neighborhood plan for street 
entry features and landscaping; improving lighting and facilities at Lucier Park; 
increasing lighting on Skinker, Rosedale, Laurel and DeBaliviere; constructing 
more "handicap iamps" at street intersections; restoring the historic bridges at 
Union/Lindell, and over the Metrolink right-of-way at DeBaliviere, Laurel and 
Hamilton; repairing the street and curbs on DesPeres, south of Waterman; re-
pairing Catlin Lane, north of Lindell from DeBaliviere to near Union; street re-
surfacing and curb repair; "50/50' sidewalk replacement; and tree planting. 

What specific means do you plan to address crime in city neighbor-
hoods? 

Hiring additional police officers: increasing pay and tenure of veteran po-
lice officers; restructuring the boundaries of police:administrative districts and 
command areas, which, in part, would create one police district encompassing 
all of the Central West End and Forest Park; returning control of the St. Louis 
Police Department to the City; enacting major revisions to the State's Juvenile 
Code; providing more recreation opportunities for our young people: and 
most importantly, spending much more money for education, affordable hous-
ing, job training and creation, in addition to just building more jail and prison 
cells. 

Do you support city residency for police and other city employees? 
Yes, including teachers, school board administrators and employees. 

What is your position on a city-county merger? 
I firmly believe some type of regional government consolidation is impera-

tive for the long-term viability of our metropolitan area. I endorse the City be-
coming part of St. Louis County. 

What is your position on the Forest Park Master Plan? 
As many of you know, I played an important role in the adoption of the 

1983 Master Plan. I fully support and am assisting with the Mayor's current ef-
forts to review, update, revise and IMPLEMENT the plan, as soon as possible. 

What do you think is the major issue facing the 28th Ward? 
The successful completion of our residential and commercial redevelop-

ment. 

Alderman 
We invited each of the candidates for Alderman from the 26th and 28th Wards to provide a statement and respond to the questions 

below. Alderman McGuire's response was the only one received. 
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Pet Talk 
by Stephen A Brammeier, DVM 

Part of my job is to help 
people decide when it is the time 
to put their pet "to sleep". Al-
though these occasions are always 
sad, it also can be very touching, 
and can be one of the times I feel 
closest to my clients. 	Articles 
about the human animal bond 
frequently appear in my profes-
sional journals. With his permis-
sion, I would like to share one 
clients' thoughts on the loss of his 
pet. 

Some Thoughts 
on my Best Friend 

by L A Sockey 
"I feel like I am leaving my best friend 
a friend who taught me right from wrong 
weak from strong 
that's a lot to learn. 
what could I give you In return? 
If you wanted the moon I would write 

in letters 
one thousand feet high 
TO SIR WITH LOVE' 

A silly song, I guess, but we 
romantics tend to be a little silly 
and even poetic in otherwise 
humdrum times. 

But how do you say good-
bye to someone who has been 
your best friend, your confidante, 
your pal, your buddy, your co-
conspirator and conniver, your 
constant source of affection and 
laughter? 

He had a full life in his six-
teen years and everyday was lived 
with enthusiasm from that little 
heart that beat so strong with both 
love and determination. There 
are so many things to remember 
him doing--canoeing the Current 
river and camping on its gravel-
bars; going to "grandpa's" ranch in 
Oklahoma and running walk in 
the pastures and going bass fish-
ing at 6:30 every morning with 
uncle Homer; getting himself 
evicted from the winery in 
Augusta by the middle aged Ger-
man woman who insisted "He 
digs too much"; patrolling Lafay-
ette Park (he seemed to think he 
was the park warden and was not 
content until every squirrel was up 
a tree and every duck was in the 
water); making his circle of La-
fayette Square and South Euclid 
(where the people at Basically 
Bagels still ask about him, and 
Rosie keeps a framed prcture of 
him above the bar); being the of-
ficial mascot of Salvatore's restau-
rant (again having a framed 8X11 
displayed prominently); driving 
through Forest Park and stopping 
at Art Hill for a tour of the golf 
course; riding at various times in a 
Volvo, and RX7, a Corolla and a 
Camry that had magical windows 
that he could cause to go down--
just by looking at me--so he could 
hang his snoot out to catch the 
breeze; playing "wild wolf' on the 
floor while making horrifying  

barks and growls and other gut-
tural utterances; of seeing him sit 
and beg for popcorn or grapes or 
cauliflower or carrots or cheddar 
until you knew he had to be full; 
taking him to see the girls at 
Dogtowne Groomers( in Dog-
towne, of course); of quiet talks 
we shared; of his lying on me as I 
stretched out on the couch and he 
always falling asleep there and 
snoring in my ear; of his big dark 
bro.wn eyes that turned black 
when he was so intense; calling 
him "granite head" (he could be 
hardheaded) or little hemmy" (as 
in hemorrhoid) when he was so 
determined and persistent; of 
cuddles and doggie kisses and 
total loyalty and trust and love. 

And yet from this twenty six 
pound package of claw and fur 
and snoot, I too learned so much. 
Things like 

• to have a good time wherever 
you go 

• to not wont' about being 
anything except what you are 

(after all, that is how God 
made you) 

• that life is predominantly atti-
tude 

• to always look for the good in 
others 

• that a stranger is just someone 
you have not yet met 
Sometimes we would be 

walking around the neighborhood 
and someone I did not recognize 
would honk and wave at us. 
When I looked down to him he 
just seemed to shrug and say, "Oh 
that is someone I met in the park". 
Everybody knew Sherlock. He 
had a personality that was impos-
sible to ignore and an ingratiating 
way of making even people who 
were not dog lovers, want to stop 
and pat him, ask his name and 
inquire about his breed. And he 
always had a smile for everyone! 

Since he was just a pup he 
always liked special days and 
holidays and we celebrated so 
many of them. And this year, a 
little after midnight on December 
the seventh--PEARL HARBOR 
DAY-- he laid his little head down 
and simply went to sleep. 

And yet when I watch It's A 
Wonderful Life I will always re-
member that God sends a 
Clarence into many of our lives. 
We just have to have the simplic-
ity to recognize it. For all that is 
real cannot be seen. After all, 
what is the color of joy or the 
shape of laughter or the state of 
love? 

And 1 find it both impossible 
and unnecessary to say, "Good-
bye", but rather, "So Long, Little 
Buddy. You are the best. I loved 
you and I still do." 

Dr. Kelly Gage 
and Gladys Brown 

Special Program 
for Seniors with 
High Blood 
Pressure 

by Faith Sandler 

People's Health Centers, a 
Skinker DeBaliviere neighbor at 
5701 Delmar, is participating in a 
national program to test the per-
formance of different types of 
drugs often used to treat high 
blood pressure and high blood 
cholesterol. People's encourages 
area seniors to consider participat-
ing because the program, The 
Antihypertensive and Lipid-
Lowering Treatment to Prevent 
Heart Attack Trial (called ALL-
HAT), provides the most up-to-
date information and techniques 
in blood testing and ECGS and 
because drugs are provided free 
of charge. Services related to the 
program are provided at no 
charge, and participants have the 
satisfaction of knowing that they 
have joined a national research 
effort which could help people 
with high blood pressure live more 
productive and longer lives. 

Men and women aged 60 
years or older who have high 
blood pressure and one or more 
additional risk factors for heart 
attack (such as diabetes and head 
enlargement) can participate. 
Participants can expect to learn 
more about their condition be-
cause it will be closely and regu-
larly monitored. K. Kalimba Kin-
del), Marketing and Outreach Co-
ordinator for People's, comments, 
"Many older people are unable to 
afford medications and this pro-
gram may help them avoid having 
to choose between groceries and 
the medications their physicians 
have prescribed because funds are 
limited." 

# 1 BURGER 
#1 Best Decor 
#1 Jukebox 
#1 Restaurant Bar 

People's Health Centers' ap-
proach to health care focuses on 
the family and the community. 
The emphasis is on primary care, 
health promotion, and disease 
prevention. Services are provided 
in a wide range of health areas, 
including family planning, podia-
try, denistry, internal medicine, 
adolescent health, HIV/AIDS 
counseling and testing, nutrition, 
substance abuse, and Rediatrics. 
People's is proud of an approach 
that makes services accessible, 
comprehensive, and affordable. 

The closest center is located 
at 5701 Delmar (at DeBaliviere) 
and can be reached at 367-7848. 
Those particularly interested in the 
ALLHAT program for seniors with 
high blood pressure should ask for 
Clara Scott, Patient Services Co-
ordinator. 

Free Health Care 
Available at Health 
Resource Center 

The free clinic of the Health 
Resource Center is open on Sat-
urdays from 9am until noon at the 
St. Augustine Church, 1371 
Hamilton, The Health Resource 
Center was founded in 1994 as a 
partnership between BREM 
Catholic Social Ministry and St. 
Louis University Medical School. 
It is staffed by St. Louis University 
doctors. Care is provided free of 
charge for physicals, flu shots, 
blood pressure checks, and blood 
and urine tests. Call 389-0008 for 
an appointment. Walk-ins are 
also treated. 

6170 DELMAR 

ST. Louis, MO 63112 

862-6868 
HOURS: 

LUNCH—MON.-FRI. I I AM-3I'M 
DINNER—MON.-SAT. S I'M-10:30I'M 

COLONIAL 
RUG COMPANY 

6191 Delmar 

Complete Floor Service 
Remnants Always in Stock 

Bill Schiller 

726-3281 

OFF.7214600 
RES. 8624071 

BROKERO 
ASSOCIATE 

KARLEEN 0. HOERR 
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

MEMBER MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

DANIEL B. FEINBERO REAL ESTATE CO. 
360 N. SKINKER BLVD. 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130 

West End Wines 
fine wines, beers, spirits & cheeses 

Experience Diversity 
Treat Your Self To The Wine Bar 

309 Belt at Pershing 
	

Tues.-Thurs.. Sat 11 am - 7pm 
DeBalivIere Place 	 367-3049 	 Fd 1 1am -8pm 

Thai Cafe

Blueberry
Hill
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Joshua Armstrong meets Santa at SDCC, December, 1994. 

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council 
Board of Directors Meeting, January 9, 1995 

WE CATER 
TO COWARDS 

THE FORSYTHE DENTAL GROUP 

HARVEY W. SMALL, D.M.D. 

VALERIE PARIS ('BARRON, D.M.D. 

The Dorchester 
665 S. Skinker 

St. Louts, MO 63105 

725-0988 

"An odd nostalgia 
seems to hang over it 
all, a sawdust chic? 

- novelist Stanley Elkin 

"Blueberry Hill 
is a treat - 

visual, aural 
and gustatory." 

- Joe Pollack. 
St Levis 

Ant-Dispatch 6504 Delmar 

by Marl Weir. 

Neighbor and Times Board 
member Marcia Ken is joining the 
Missouri Historical Society as Vice 
President Of Institutional Devel-
opment, effective March, 1995. 
She has been the Director of De-
velopment at the Missouri Botani-
cal Garden since 1987. 

Daniel and Ingrid Keleti of 
61xx Westminster welcomed a 
baby girl, Isabelle, this fall. 

Nathan Carl Kohl Wyatt was 
born on December 23, a big boy 
at 8 lbs. 10 oz. and 21 inches! 
His Mom and Dad are Martha 
Kohl and Geoffrey Wyatt of 60XX 
McPherson. 

Dan and Jill McGuire cele-
brated their 25th wedding anni-
versary in January. 

Sandy Rothschild's firm has 
won a third unanimous decision 
in the Missouri Supreme Court. 
His case established that condo-
miniums will be taxed as residen-
tial property even when owners 
rent or lease them. In some situa-
tions condo owners who did so 
had faced paying at the higher 
commercial rate. 

Dan Schesch of 60XX 
McPherson has taken a position in 
Human Resources at Wait. 

Bill Christman, whose studio 
is at the Four Corners and who 
has long worked with neighbor-
hood young people in the YA-
HOO program, made a big hit at 
First Night with his "Guilt-0- 
Rama." He received rave reviews 
in two places in the Post-Dispatch. 
Joe Pollack was "overcome by 
the whimsical joy of the creative 
genius of Bill Christman." He de-
scribed the youngsters in the roles, 
some of whom are from our area, 
as "beautifully poised and impec-
cably straight-faced." 

Send your news to us at 
6120 Westminster, 63112. 

Members present: Directors Beth 
Bender. Mild Merritt, Jack Wright, Can 
Marinette, Aaron Johnson, Joe deBetten-
court, Joe Miller, Shirley Polk, Lana Stein, 
Greg Freeman, Catherine Fors-fund. Tri-
cia Roland Hamilton. Ann Smith Cart, 
and Maggie Hart-Mahon; Neighborhood 
Stabilization Officer Jackie Wellington; 
Alderman Dan McGuire; and SDCC Di-
rector Kim Koenig. 

Excused absences: Sara Johnson, 
Ruth Johnson, Gary Hayes, and Arline 
Webb. 

The meeting was called to order at 
7:30 p.m. 

Commercial Planning L Stein 
reported that Jasmine's has opened at 
6016 Delmar. 

Kingsbury Square - C. Marinette 
reported that residents are still having 
discussions with M. Jaffe regarding his 
housing project. 

Rosedale - J. Miller reported that 
"Saturday with Santa" was very success-
ful. A neighborhood walWrun is planned 
for March. 

Housing Corporation • K. Koenig 
reported that the rehab of 603941 
McPherson is proceeding nicely. She also 
reported that an open house will be held 
at 6025 Westminster as soon as it Is 
completed. 

Recreation - B. Bender reported 
that a new class of Youth Cycles will be-
gin this week. 

Social Services - B. Bender re-
ported that another food drive will be 
held in March. She also reported that this 
committee is looking for a new chair. 
Home weatherizations are still continuing 
to be performed. 

MUC Commemoration - J. Wright 
reported that the commemoration will be 
held on Sunday. January 15, from 3 to 5 
p m . at Grace and Peace Fellowship. In 
the event of Inclement weather, It will be 
held on January 22, 1995. 

By-Laws - T. Roland reported that 
et meeting will be held in the next two 

weeks. 
Personnel - A meeting will be held 

on January 23. 1995. Sample personnel  

policies will be sent to committee mem-
bers to review. 

Playground - B. Bender reported 
that sketches are being drawn up, and 
another community meeting will be held 
In the next two months. 

Nominations of Officers - The 
following officers were nominated for 
office: 

President: Beth Bender 
Vice President: Sara Johnson 
Treasurer: Joe Miller 
Secretary: Ruth Johnson 
NEW BUSINESS 
Times Trivia Party - L. Stein re-

ported that the Times will host a Trivia 
Party on February 25 at Crossroads 
School. 

Accounting - K. Koenig reported 
that SDCC is working with a volunteer 
accountant to prepare year-end state-
ments. 

Meeting Absences - K. Koenig 
requested that Board members call her or 
leave a message on the office machine if 
They cannot attend a Board or committee 
meeting.  

February 1995 

VICISSITUDES 

AAALLLDDDEEERRRMMMAAANNN   
28TH WARD 
DEMOCRAT DAN 

McGUIRE 
 CITIZENS TO ELECT DANIEL J. (DAN) McGuire, ART PERRY, TREAS. 6185 WESTMINSTER PLACE, St LOUIS, MISSOURI 63112 

Paid for by Citizens to Elect Dan McGuire, Art Perry, Treasurer. 

DELMAR 
CLEANERS 
Your neighborhood cleaner 
with complete cleaning & 

laundry service. 

6142 Delmar Blvd. 

Call 727-6600 

Blueberry
Hill



IF YOU'RE COLLEGE BOUND, 
YOU'RE BOUND TO 

NEED A LOAN. 
Whether you're 18, 38, or 58, if you're going.to college, 
you'll probably need a loan. At Central West End Bank, 
we specialize in student loans. We've got all the facts about 
Stafford Loans for dependent children, loans for 
parents, and Supplemental Loans for adults who are back in 
college. Our experienced staff is always ready to give 
you helpful and courteous service. Whatever your age, 
check with us about student loans. 

415 DeBaliviere 
314-367-8800 

A Federal Savings Bank 

CENTRAL WEST END BANK Member FDIC. 
Cr 
MAI a., 
LENOIR 

CWE
Everything you need to know about student loans. 
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In Your Ear 
by Hawkeye X. Hoerr 

I wear clothing that is older 
than some of the people I work 
with. That's a good line; what's 
better is that it is true. Later I'll 
share some of the specific articles 
of clothing. But now, as would 
any good teacher, I'll take the 
facts and put them in a larger 
context. 

Men and women are differ-
ent. There's no doubt about that. 
Aside from the plumbing differ-
ences, I mean. Whether these 
differences are from chromo-
somes and genes, or whether 
they're due to playing with Barbie 
or GI Joe, I'm not sure. And in a 
way, it doesn't make any differ-
ence. All I know is that the differ-
ences are real. Not better or 
worse, just different. 

Men, for example, leastwise 
the men I know, are into sports. 
We play basketball, watch foot-
ball, shoot pool, run, and go 
golfing. 	We enjoy competing 
against one another and our-
selves. Women, on the other 
hand, aren't into sports. Women 
are into cooking and other do-
mestic stuff. 

Men like cigars. I don't know 
of any women who likes cigars. 

Women, at least those that I 
know semi-well, are into feelings 
and emotions and all that other 
stuff. The guys and me, well, if it 
ain't visible, we don't talk about it. 
I don't ask for directions when 
lost; I talk when I shouldn't 
(sometimes over people, so I'm 
told); I'm competitive when I need 
not be; and I like baloney sand-
wiches with ketchup. In short, I'm 
a guy. 

But maybe the way that it 
shows the most that I'm a guy is in 
my clothing. It shows because it's 
visible to anyone looking at me, 

but it also shows because of what 
it says about the choices I make. 
Or don't make. 

For example, I hardly ever go 
shopping for clothes. And when I 
do shop, it's rarely in a store. Like 
all the other guys I know, I shop 
through the catalogues: Land's 
End, L.L. Bean, Eddie Bauer, and 
Wireless. That's where ''I lurk. It's 
perfect for the person like me, the 
person for whom clothing is 
something you wear, no more 
and no less I can turn the pages, 
find a picture of something I like, 
call the 800 number, and that's 
the end of it. No hunting for 
parking spaces, no fighting the 
lines, no looking at alternatives, 
no missing "Morning Edition" or 
the RAMS game on the tube while 
I'm at the mall. 	Whether it's 
6:30am or 11:30pm, someone is 
there to answer the phone and 
take my order. 

It's not that clothes aren't im-
portant. It's just that, well, clothes 
aren't important. I refuse to let 
what I wear define who I am. Do 
"Clothes make the man"? I sure 
hope not! My response to this is 
to generally refuse to give too  

much attention to my attire. Do-
ing so, in a sense, keeps that de-
cision, that issue, to a level that 
simply isn't very important! 

True, as the first wife would 
note, I have lots of clothes. But, 
as the first wife would also note, 
Most of the clothes are the same. 
There's this great long-sleeve 
white shirt with red stripes that I 
like. I like it so much, in fact, that 
I have four shirts like this. I didn't 
do this intentionally; even I am 
not that out of it. It's just that on 
several different occasions I 
looked through the catalogue, saw 
this neat white shirt with red 

stripes, and ordered it. Then one 
day the first wife noted that there 
were several identical shirts 
hanging in the closet. It was news 
to me! And it's not just the white 
shirts with the red stripes. I have 
duplicate duplicates of my pants 
and several other shirts as well. 
(Men aren't alone here, I realize. 
A headmistress I know, at a 
nearby secondary school says, "I 
buy my earrings in sets of two. 
That way I can lose a couple and 
never notice it." Of course, she'd 
never, ever have two items of 
clothing that are the same. She's 
not a guy!) 

But perhaps the gender dif-
ference as it relates to clothing 
shows up the loudest in terms of 
(a) how long I've had some of my 
clothing and (b) how proud of this 
fact I am. The first wife, I know, 
feels that she should never wear 
anything that she owned during 
the reign of a previous U.S. presi-
dent (other than her shoes which 
come under a completely separate 
set of rules!). She was delighted 
when Bush lost; political reasons 
aside, she felt that it meant a to-
tally new wardrobe for her. Yes, 
the eight years of Reagan were 
tough for her! 

I began this article by talking 
about having clothing older than 
some of my staff members. It's 
true. And I'm proud of it. In my 
chest of athletic apparel, for ex-
ample, I have my favorite football 
jersey, gold with a black #53. It's 
a remnant from 1972 when I 
played semi-semi-pro football for 
the Webster Groves Suns. (There 
are two semi's because we never 
really got a paycheck. It turns out 
that the commissioner had ab-
sconded with all of the league's 
revenues. That whole experience 

will be good fodder for another 
column some day.) When the 
occasion warrants, either a chilly 
b-ball game in the south gym or a 
casual Sunday brunch on La-
clede's Landing, I'm often found 
wearing #53, 

I have a Clinton Cougars 
sweatshirt from my first year of 
teaching, 1968. It conjures up 
memories of that third floor class-
room with 39 fifth graders. For-
tunately, I was young and foolish 
and didn't know what I didn't 
know. It was a year to remember 
for all of us! (There was lots of 
growth and pain that year in my 
classroom, not the least of which 
was done by me.) 

Whenever I work around the 
house, painting or spackling 
(something that occurs less and 
less these days as the wife's stan-
dards have gotten higher), I wear 
my genuine issue U.S. GOV. 
green Army shorts. For six years, 
1969-1975, I defended our land 
by being a member of the U.S. 
Army Reserves, stationed near 
Kingshighway and Chippewa. I 
am proud to say that there was no 
hostile action in the area during 
that time due, no doubt, to the 
deterrent that I and the other 
members of the fighting Twenty-
first General offered. So I still oc-
casionally wear the shorts, along 
with my army boots. 

But my favorite piece of ar-
chival clothing is a blazer that truly 
predates lots of the people who 
work with me. It's now 31. While 
a freshman in college, in 1964, I 
bought a navy blazer and put my 
fraternity crest on the pocket. For 
several wonderful years that Sig 
Tau blazer and I attended many 
parties. I wore it when I was 
pinned (once), lavaliere (three 
times), when I applied for a job, 
to several buddies' weddings, St. 
Louis Hawks' games, one friend's 
divorce, and even to a funeral or 

two. Then, somehow, in the mid-
70's it wound up in the first wife's 
doset, surrounded by a plastic 
bag: Not unlike the stone age 
man found in the ice in the Alps 
between Italy and France last 
year, this quirk of fate meant that 
the blazer was perfectly preserved. 
It was sort of in a time capsule in 
the closet. 

Then a few years ago, when 
the wife was going through the 
shoe collection in her closet (to 
put it on computer), she uncov-
ered the blazer. "Let's throw this 
old dog away," she said. 

"OLD DOG???" I replied, 
"that jacket is full of memories and 
life. Besides it still fits!" I've been 
wearing it ever since. And yes, it, 
unfortunately, still fits. No, that 
doesn't mean I've stayed trim. It 
just means that I had the body of 
a 40-year old, even in college. 

So you're probably right if the 
next time you see me; you think 
to yourself, "Hmmmm, I've seen 
him wearing that outfit before, 
and I think Nixon was President at 
the time!" Right now the wife is 
crossing her fingers against a 
Clinton reelection. It's not that 
she doesn't like his politics; she 
does. But the prospect of an en-
tirely new wardrobe is more than 
she can resist. As for me, the 
navy blazer and I are looking for-
ward to the next century. 


