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Balloons falling into Skinker DeBaliviere photographed from the backyard of Anna and Horace Busch.

OPTIMIZING THE ECONOMIC AND
COMMUNITY IMPACT OF METROLINK
by Jo Ann Vatcha
During September, the Commercial Committee of the SkinkerDeBaliviere Community Council was fortunate to participate in a planning study arranged and funded by Bi-State, together with several civic
co-sponsors. The Bi-State Development Agency commissioned an
"Urban Land Institute" panel to study the development opportunities of
Metrolink by focusing on three diverse stations along the current line.
These three stations represent the diversity of the areas accessed by MetroLink: Delmar (City of St. Louis), East Riverfront (East St. Louis) and
Wellston (St. Louis County). This Urban Land Institute panel is comprised, of developers, real estate investors,. transit. authority representatives and other land use professionals from around the country. The
volunteer panelists do about 13 panels each year. The team members
interviewed, among many others, volunteers from our Commercial
Committee: myself, Sam Green, George Johannes, Dennis Townsend,
Lana Stein, SDCC Director Laure Porterfield, and Jackie Wellington, our
Neighborhood Stabilization Officer.
The panel looked at the physical and political feasibility for private
investment, and, in the case of the Delmar Station, actually walked from
the Wabash Station all the way up into the Loop to see for themselves
the opportunities which we have all been talking about. Then, using
their expertise and experience along with our data and ideas, they made
their recommendations to a large group at the Hyatt Regency-Union
Station Grand Ballroom on Friday, September 22, 1995.
Their excellent presentation focused on three areas: market opportunities, planning and design, and development strategies. For the
Delmar Station, they stated that the overall hope was based on "the
strengths of the diversity of this vibrant urban neighborhood," including
our ties to Washington University, the Loop, and other nearby institutions, but based chiefly on the character and stability of the historic
housing nearby.

Market Opportunities:
Good
Socioeconomic considerations
Regional access
Good
Very good
Local access
Good
Visibility
Very good
Surrounding Land use
Good
Safety
Average
Image
Good
Overall rating
Potential real estate development:
80,000 sq. ft.
Convenience retail stores
Pharmacy, specialized grocery, Ethnic shops
3,000 sq. ft.
Transit-oriented retail
50 units
For-Sale Townhomes
30 units
Rental units
Non-market uses:
150 new employees
Parking
Park and Ride Lot
Magnet School
continued on page 5

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Times Sponsors New Neighbors Party
to Welcome Newcomers and Greet Old Friends
For the second year, the Times of Skinker DeBaliviere is
sponsoring a "New Neighbors Party" designed to introduce
newcomers to neighborhood organizations and activities and
to those who have lived here a good while. All residents are
encouraged to attend this fun event on Saturday, October 7
at 7:30pm at the Vatchas', 6117 Westminster. There will
be a $5 cover charge for expenses, a cash bar, and food of all
kinds. For further information, call 721-7532. And--new
neighbors attend for free!

Mayor's Town Hall Meeting
Scheduled For November 6
Mayor Freeman Bosley Jr.
has scheduled a town hall meeting
for residents of the 28th Ward.
This meeting will be held on
Monday, November 6 at 8:00pm
at New City School. at the corner
of Waterman and Lake. The

mayor will take questions from the
audience at this meeting. Alderman McGuire will be in attendance as will heads of key city
departments. Everyone is urged
to attend.

SPECIAL MEETING TO DISCUSS
FOREST PARK PLAN SET FOR
SKINKER DEBAuviERE

HALLOWEEN PARTY SET FOR
SKINKER DEBAuvieste

On Wednesday, October 11,
at 8:15pm, St. Louis Development
Corporation Director of Urban
Design, John Hoal, will make a
presentation on the Forest Park
Plan to Skinker DeBaliviere residents. This meeting will be held
at the Community Council office
at 6008 Kingsbury and is open to
all interested persons. Hods remarks will concern the use of
space, reconfiguration of the golf
course, institutional plans, and
access to the park by neighborhood residents.
Since the Forest Park Plan
will be presented to the mayor in
December, this is a very timely
opportunity for nearby residents
to provide comments and suggestions about the future of Forest
Park. If you have questions about
this meeting, call 862-5122.

In keeping with a tradition of
over two decades, Art Santen is
again organizing a Halloween
Party for Skinker DeBaliviere's
children. Santen is planning a
fun-filled hour with a few surprises
for the neighborhood's youngsters. As usual, there will be a
costume judging contest to see
who has the best. Ten prizes will
be awarded. There will be an
entertainment program and refreshments. The party will be held
in the gymnasium of St. Roch's
School on Halloween, Tuesday,
October 31, from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. Remember!!! All neighborhood children and their parents
are welcome at this event. Join
Art, your friends and neighbors,
and all our resident ghosts and
goblins for a safe and happy Halloween.

Celebrating 25 Years of Service to Skinker DeBaliviere

In Memoriam
The Board members of the
Times join their fellow residents of
Skinker DeBaliviere in mourning
the passing of two neighbors who
contributed to the community in
many ways. Many of us were
shocked to learn of the unexpected death of Wilma CantCantwell had lived on
well.
Kingsbury for several decades and
had raised her five sons and one
daughter here. She had taught
for many years in the St. Louis
school system. On her retirement
from the public schools, she continued her commitment to education by helping to organize the St.
Roch pm-school. She served as
its volunteer director and it was a
light of her life. She was also very
active in St. Roch Church and
helped to put on the Christmas
bazaar every year. She also participated in many other neighborhood endeavors. Just a few
weeks before her death, she
moved from her large home to an
apartment a few blocks away.
She never would have been far
from her church and this neighborhood. Her contributions re-

main and the pre-school will be a
continuing memorial to her dedication.
The residents of Nina Place
will continue to miss Richard Beitler who moved there in 1988.
He served on the board of the
condominium association for several years and always had time to
help his neighbors and to better
the development. On a very cold
November day several years ago,
he planted the daffodils which
brighten Nina at the first harbinger
of spring. Beitler also participated
in a neighborhood play and
worked at the Sunday bingos the
SDCC sponsored. Beitler will be
remembered for his positive outlook and for how he always strove
to find agreement among his disparate neighbors.
The special nature of Skinker
DeBaliviere lies in its diversity but
perhaps most importantly in the
quality of its residents, who give
generously for the common good.
Their number has been reduced
by two in September and these
are deep losses for us all.

Blueberry
nostalgia
seems
to
Hill

"An odd
hang over it
all, a sawdust chic."

"Blueberry Hill
is a treat visual, aural
and gustatory."

- novelist Stanley Elkin

6504 Delmar

• Joe Pollacic.
SL Louis
Alst.Dispatch
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CALENDAR
Neighborhood Events and Meetings
10/9
10/11
10/11

10/17
10/31
11/6
11/13

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Board of Directors,
SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 7:30 pm.
Skinker DeBaliviere Community, Housing Corporation,
SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 12 Noon.
Skinker DeBaliviere Neighborhood Meeting, Presentation of
the Forest Park Master Plan, John Hoal, SDCC, 6008
Kingsbury, 8:15 pin.
Delmar Business Association, SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 12
Noon.
Neighborhood Halloween Party, St. Roch's Gym, 5:306:30pm.
Mayor's Town Hall Meeting, New City School, 8:00pm.
Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Board of Directors,
SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 7:30 pm.

Other Events of Interest
Opera Theatre of St. Louis and the St. Louis Symphony
present "The Very Last Green Thing" at 1:30 and 4:00pm at
the St. Louis Symphony Community Music School, 560
Trinity in the Loop. This is a children's opera and tickets are
$6. For information, call 961-0644.
"Kings on the Hill: Baseball's Forgotten Men," a film, will be
11/7
shown at the History Museum at Forest Park at 7pm.. It
concerns the Negro Baseball Leagues and is shown in
conjunction with the Museum's exhibit on the Leagues.
11/11-12 Annual Christmas Bazaar at St. Roch Church social hall,
6052 Waterman at Rosedale on Sat. from 9am-4pm and
Sun. from 10am-2pm. Quality hand-crafted holiday gifts,
home decorations for sale. Baked goods and refreshments
available. For information, call Katie Herr at 721-6269.
10/21

Turn 'Ern On!
Safety is a very important issue in the city of St.
Louis. Offer your support in the battle against crime
by turning on your front and rear porchlights each
night!
Did you know that is only costs you $17.95 per
year to burn a 60 watt light bulb from dusk to dawn?
That's less than $1.50 per month! Help make your
neighborhood safer . . . for you!
A reminder from Mayor Bosley's Neighborhood Stabilization Team.

Letters to the Editor

The Times of Skinker heltaiiiiere is published by the West End Publishing Co.. a notfor-profit, independent. community organization Members of the Board of Directors

'Conn lloerr
Marcia Kerz
Katie Kurtz
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Lana Stein
JoAnn Valetta
Marjorie Weir
Kathleen Williams

Printing: Arcade Printing

Advertising Rates:
Display Advertising.
Column width. 2.25". Minimum ad size 2" x 1 col: 524/insertion, (10%
discount 5 to 8 issues contract; 15% discount 9 issues contract )
For complete list of sizes and rates, write
The Tunes, 6117 Westminster, 63112, or call 726-6974.

Guidelines for Submitting Copy
The Times welcomes tutsolicited articles and letters. Because of the small size
and volunteer nature of the writing start the quality and range of The Times has always
depended in large part on submissions from non-staff area residents.
All material - articles, letters, notices, classified ads - must be typewritten on
opaque paper, double-spaced, and signed. Copy may be submitted on computer diskette
if the diskette is in DOS format or on high density Macintosh diskettes. Submissions
on diskette should be accompanied by a printout of the article, the name of the word
processing software in which it is %Thiel', and the full name and address of the party to
whom the diskette should be returned. Signature on correspondence to the editor may
be omitted by request. Calendar listings should be phoned in to the editor at 721.7532,
or mailed to 5855 Nina Place. Deadline for all copy is the 18th of the mouth.
The writer is responsible for the accuracy of the data, including times, dates,
location, and particularly the spelling of lames.
Pictures or illustrations should be in black and white. Color photographs do not
reproduce well.
The Editor retains the right to omit or alter any material.

The dumpsters in our alleys
are routinely being filled beyond
capacity. Residents must take
care not to overload the dumpsters and to report their unauthorized use by nonresidents. In addition, inappropriate refuse is being dumped in the "yard waste
only" bins and people are still using plastic bags to collect and deposit leaves and clippings.
It appears that some commercial waste generators are using
our dumpsters to dispose of their
construction trash and landscaping wastes. If you see someone
dumping trash or-yard waste from
a vehicle, take down the license
number and report it to the SDCC
at 862-5122.
If you are contracting to have
work done, ask your contractor
where the waste will go and remind them that it cannot go into
the neighborhood waste bins.
David Garin
61xx Westminster
Echoing David Garin's concern are Don Walker and Marj

Weir, both of 61XX Westminster.
Walker reports seeing trucks using
our dumpsters. When Don asked
one of the drivers what he was
doing, the dumper unabashedly
said that the dumpsters on Lindell, where he had been doing
yard work, were filled, so he had
come to our alley to dispose of
the yard waste! Another time a
hauler backed out of the alley so
that his license plate could not be
seen and reported. Marj Weir
reports that their ash pit was filled
up with broken bricks recently and
that refuse of the kind usually
found in a long-neglected garage
or basement was put directly behind her house in front of the
sidewalk access to the alley. Living in dose quarters as we do requires a consciousness and attention to the "etiquette of the alley."
Just because a dumpster is located behind some family's house
does not mean that space is the
designated landfill site. Be sure to
tell your contractors, tenants, and
new home buyers not to abuse
the services and space we share.

-
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Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council
Board of Directors
September 11, 1995 Minutes
In attendance:
Directors
Ruth Johnson, Gary Hayes, Juliet
Schoemehl, Maggie Hart-Mahon,
Miki Merritt, Lana Stein, Shirley
Polk, Ann Smith Carr, NSO Jacqueline Wellington; Alderman
Daniel J. McGuire; and Executive
Director Laure Porterfield.
Reported absences:
Beth
Bender, Sara Johnson, Greg
Freeman, Joe cleBettencourt;
Aaron Johnson, Mine Webb, and
Jack Wright.
I. Welcome and Introduction
In the absence of the President and Vice President, the
meeting was called to order by the
Treasurer, Maggie Hari-Mahon at
7:32 p.m.
II. Approval of Minutes
Gary Hayes moved that the
minutes of the July 31 meeting be
accepted with corrections, seconded by Julie Schoemehl and
passed with corrections.
III. Update on Bylaws
Ann Smith Carr reported that
she tried to fit in some of the new
statute requirements regarding
structure of not-for-profit organizations, even though we are
grandfathered; lengthy but necessary.
IV. Executive Director's Report
Thus far $2,100 has been
collected through the Friends of
Skinker DeBaliviere campaign.
The campaign continues.
V. Treasurer's Report
The churches and institutional members were commended
Gary
for their contributions.
Hayes will check on Grace and
Peace's contribution. . Joe deBettencourt had advised Laure that
Parkview Agents' check will be
forthcoming. Gary Hayes moved
to accept the Treasurer's Report
as read; seconded by Ruth Johnson and passed.
VI. Rags to Riches
Julie Schoemehl reported
that flyers advertising the event
were distributed to all block captains and on campuses and grocery stores. Participants number
34 as of today. Volunteers are
still needed. The 5900 block of
McPherson sold ice cream at National Night Out - perhaps they
will help with the barbecue. Julie
Schoemehl suggested that the
profit go to the playground. The
event is sanctioned by SDCC.
Rosedale envisions this as a vehicle to show off the neighborhood.
The Times of Skinker DeBaliviere
will have a book sale at Kingsbury
Animal Hospital with donations
requested by Lana Stein.
VII. Committee/Association
Reports
Housing Corporation Status quo.
Commercial Planning Lana Stein reported there has
been no further action by
Hardee's. Dan McGuire reported

that arson is suspected at Jasmine's. Rally's received a conditional use permit for the wedge at
Rosedale and Skinker, but have
not done anything yet. Extension
expires end of September, 1995.
Property is listed for sale. A
meeting to discuss the plans for
the golf course in Forest Park will
be held on Monday. September
18, at 5:30 p.m. at the Missouri
Historical Society library on
Skinker.
Bi-State is hosting a report to
the community as a follow-up to
the Urban Land Institute visit on
Friday September 22, 8:30 to
10:30 a.m., at the Hyatt Regency.
The public is welcome, but please
RSVP.
The sign of the new mortgage
office on Skinker was questioned.
Jackie Wellington to follow up.
Kingsbury Square - Development of Security Committee
and Captain Block Watch; other
measures will be taken to enhance
security.
Nina Place - Richard Beitler
passed away. The Council has
sent a note of condolence. Negotiations are continuing between
Boatmen's Bank and developers.
Parkview - Decision to close
Washington and Pershing on a
trial basis from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m.
due to problems with security and
parking.
Rosedale - Planning Rags to
Riches to be held Saturday, September 16.
5700 DeGiverville - Encouraging residents to turn on
porchlights for security.
Recreation - Softball team
sponsored by SDCC came in first
place; basketball is organizing
now.
Social Service - The recently held food drive was moderately successful. The MC+ prograin will be held at New Cote
Brilliante on Thursday, September
14. Flyers were distributed to
neighborhood residents.
Playground - Received
$3,000 to date; severely underfunded.
Community Fund - Need a
new director of the community
fund.
VIII. Other Business
Alderman Dan McGuire
showed a map of the proposed
changes in Forest Park for golf
course.
Gary Hayes moved for adjournment; seconded by Lana
Stein and passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Classified
WANTED: Part-time person
to assist groomer with bathing of
dogs and cats. Apply at Kingsbury
Animal Hospital, 420 North
Skinker.
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Community Policing at Hamilton
As the Hamilton Police Beat
Officer, I have been establishing a
Following is a report of recent link with parents and students and
activity carried out by the Police the immediate community conBeat Officer assigned to the cerning assaults, disturbances, and
Hamilton Elementary Community conflicts and lost children.
Education Center.
Editor's Note: Officer CoThere have been increased thrine has been assigned to
foot patrols in the area around Hamilton since its designation as
Hamilton. These have been car- a community education center in
ried out by Area III foot beat offi- the fall of 1994. He is .based at
cers under the direct supervision the school, attends its council
of Sgt. Leondus Bates and were meetings, and is an active particiauthorized by Lt. Audrey Lee who pant in community decisionis the commander of Area III making. He has been successful
School Beat and Foot Beat Offi- in having Hamilton designated as
a police mini-station.
cers.
by P.O. John Cothrine

Help Wanted!
The Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council
Needs You!
Folks in the Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood have a long history of pitching in and helping out. For flue most part, however, it is
an oral history. Sometimes, tasks go undone simply because we
didn't know you were willing to share your time and talent.
We'd like to update our records and, in the process, get to know
you better.
If you are interested in becoming a Council volunteer, or simply
want more information about the Council, please fill out the form
below. Drop it off or mail it to:
SDCC Volunteers
6008 Kingsbury
St. Louis, MO 63112
Categories and what they mean:
Gardener - Seasonal planting in common areas (BrightSide,
etc.), regular trimming, mulching, watering
Special Events - Help with set-up, decorating, staffing registration/information tables, assist refreshment sales, committees in serving, clean up, etc.
Office Assistance - Answer phone, update information, light typing, recordkeeping
Clerical Support - Stuffing/labeling envelopes, collating materials,
working on mailing lists
Handyworkers - Light painting, maintenance, trash pick-up,
weed control, alleys, etc.
Crafters/Artisans - Sign makers, crafters, quilters, potters, etc.
Youth Programs - Able to lead children or teens through special
projects, trainings, excursions
Youth Volunteers - Young people willing to be contacted to participate in neighborhood activities or ready to start their own programs
Special Delivery Volunteers - Able to assist block captains, special event chairs to distribute flyers, invitations, other materials in a
timely fashion throughout the neighborhood

Birthdate
Name
Address
Telephone
Work
Home
Volunteer Categories
Handyworkers
— Gardener
—1 Crafters/Artisans
Special Events
J Youth Programs
Office Assistance
Youth Volunteers
Clerical Support
Special Delivery Volunteers
Other (Explain)
Specific skills I would consider contributing:
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Exploring New Businesses In The Neighborhood
On Saturday, September 24, Times photographer King Schoenfeld
and editor Lana Stein visited a number of new businesses on DeBaliviere and Delmar. All are welcome additions or expansions to our
local commerce.

Cafe Amadeus - coffeehouse and lunch

Thai Country Cafe - Very similar in decor to the Thai Cafe and with the
same owner.

St. Roch Plans
Christrnas Bazaar
Thai Imports - Sells a variety of goods imported from Thailand and specializes in pottery of all sizes.

The St. Roch Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held Saturday,
November 11, 1995, from
9:00am until 4:00pm, and Sunday, November 12, from 10:00am
until 2:00pm in the Church Hall at
Waterman and Rosedale Avenues. This event has grown
throughout the years from a
handful of booths to a hall full of
A large variety of
exhibitors.
unique, hand-crafted gifts and
holiday decorations will be available in addition to raffles and
home-baked goods.
Raffle items feature a handmade queen-size quilt, a Radio
Flyer 'Town and Country" wagon
filled with sports items and a furnished doll house.
All proceeds from the Bazaar
support Women of St. Roch, an
organization of women from the
parish dedicated to raising funds
for the betterment of the parish.
Mark your calendars for November 11 and 12. Plan on corning
by, visiting with friends and
neighbors, and joining the fund.

Brandi's Bookstore - Contains a coffee bar. Offers children's reading
hour every Sat. morning. Specializes in Afrocentric literature.

Blueberry
Hill

Thai Cafe

#1 Best Decor
#1 Jukebox
#1 Restaurant Bar

THE FORSYTHE DENTAL GROUP
HARVEY

862-6868
HOURS:
LLINCtl—MON.-FRI. 11 ANI-31'M
DINNER—MON.-SAT. 5 I'M- 10:30I'M

088.721-5600
RES.863-0220

BROKER®
ASSOCIATE

W. SMALL, D.M.D.

6170 °MAAR

ST. Louis, MO 63112

# 1 BURGER

WE CATER
TO COWARDS
VALERIE PARIS O'BANNON, D.M.D.

The Dorchester
665 S. Skinker
St. Louis, MO 63105

725-0988

RENNI SHUTER, GRI
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
RELOCATION SPECIALIST

Painted Plates Pizza- Beginning a sidewalk cafe outside the store. Offers
both gourmet and regular pizza and sandwiches. Eat on site, take-out,
and delivery to Parkview though not to neighborhood east of Skinker.

Metrolink
continued from page .1
Planning and Design:
The Urban Land Institute's strongest recommendation was to use
the Wabash Station as an anchor. Their hope--ours too--would be to
see it acquired and used as an entrance once again to the station, as
well as to incorporate a restaurant.
Nearby, they foresaw assembling parcels for approximately 80,000
sq. ft. west of the station, to include a new bus turnaround "transit plaza"
which would feel safer than the current street crossing. East of the station, they emphasized making improvements to existing housing, especially the rental housing on the east side of Hodiamont. The panel envisioned a future development of new townhomes and apartments along
and behind Delmar, to strengthen the area and provide housing for employees of the businesses and institutions locating there.
The panel also saw the potential of a magnet school at Hamilton.
They looked at more landscaping on Delmar--and discouraged thoughts
of any median to divide it. Wider sidewalks with more opportunity for
landscaping were recommended.
Development Strategies:
The panel recognized the Skinker-DeBaliviere area as a microcosm
of the entire St. Louis Region and stressed the potential we have to build

KINGSBURY
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

on our neighborhood's strengths and willing to cooperatively develop
this area. They urged Bi-State to cooperate in formulating a master
plan; to go forward with the planned "Park and Ride Lot" which will be
built to the north of the current station; and to build on the design standards incorporated in the Redevelopment Plan Ordinance which was
sponsored by Aldermen McGuire and Clay. They also recommended a
partnership with University City to work on parking and transportation
initiatives.
With some redirection of the Community Development Block Grant
and other local funding of approximately $6-7 Million, the Urban Land
Institute Panel projects that at least $18 Million in private financing can
be leveraged to develop Wabash Station and the area around the Delmar Station.
Committee Comments:
We feel the panel's report will be of immense value in starting a new
initiative of marketing Delmar to potential commercial developers. A
revitalized committee effort, with .energy from our new SDCC director,
Laure Porterfield, will make positive use of the panel's report as a tool in
the further rebuilding of Delmar.

WEST END WINES

420 N. Skinker ( at Kingsbury)
Stephen A. Brammeler DVM
Connie Handlovits DVM

Melanie Harvey
Wine Merchant and Impresario
Tastings: every Friday from noon - 8:00
& Saturday from noon - 6:00.

Full Service Grooming Available
Hours By Appointment
9.6:30 Mon.-Thurs. /

DANIEL S. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE
360 N. SKINKER BLVD.
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130

Marian's Cafe - open for meals and snacks from 7:00am to 10:00, including full breakfast 7 days a week.

Fri.,/ 10.2 Sal.

721-6251

314-367.3049

309 Belt Avenue
St. Louis. MO 63112

DELMAR
CLEANERS
Your neighborhood cleaner
with complete cleaning &
laundry service.
6142 Delmar Blvd.
Call 727-6600
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Pet Talk
Elaine Viets called me earlier
this week to discuss an article she
was preparing about Allegra Cermak and her cat Sky. Since the
hardest part of writing these articles is deciding on a topic (my
patients don't have extensive collections of shoes--or any other
article of clothing), I want to thank
Elaine for giving me a topic.
One of the most difficult, and
yet, one of the most rewarding
aspects of my job, is helping people decide when to end the life of
their pet. Most clients wish that
their animal companions would
Peacefully drift of in their sleep,
alleviating us of the Kevorkian
Unfortunately,
responsibility.
there are only a few times in my
20 years in practice that I remember a pet dying peacefully at
home. The actual passing might
have been peaceful, but is often
preceded by a long period of ill
health. Pet owners are usually
faced with the difficult task of
making the decision to put their
pet "to sleep."
Guilty feelings arise as people
consider ending their pets life.
Caring for a geriatric, or seriously
ill pet is a hard job. Our lives are
already crowded; explaining to a
supervisor that extra time at lunch
every day is needed to care for ad
old cat, requires courage; the request could have adverse affects
on your job. At the same time,
people feel an obligation to provide care and comfort to their pet;
the companion that has given so
much to the household for many
years; it would be cruel and unfair
to desert them just because they
needed extra time and attention.
And then, many pet owners cannot face the grief of being without
their pet, let alone being the person responsible for ending their
pet's life.
A "right" answer does not exist for making a decision about
euthanising a pet. The decision is
subjective. It is most difficult for
people when their pet does not
suffer from a problem other than
advanced age and debilitation.
Often, older pets lose partial control over urinary, or bowel function. These geriatric animals also
don't respond well to confinement
in "safe" parts of the house; they
are used to the run of the house
and have their familiar places to
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by Stephen A Brammeier, D.V.M.
be, and become very agitated
when they are suddenly blocked
off in the kitchen. I urge people to
consider the quality of the pet's
life, as well as the quality of the
relationship between the owner
and pet. If the owner has resentful feelings about the pet and
doesn't enjoy the time spent with
the pet, the pet will sense the difference in the owner's attitude.
When owning a pet becomes a
burden, and the quality of the relationship is poor, I urge clients to
consider euthanasia as one of
their choices for their pet.
Making a decision about
euthanasia is less difficult for
owners when their pet has a
problem that makes the pet uncomfortable. or that I know will
shortly cause its' death. When a
pet is uncomfortable they will
generally stop eating, withdraw
from their owners, or sometimes
become uncharacteristically aggressive. Rarely does an animal
vocalize to express pain. Generally, a client can trust their intuition about their pet's behavior as
a reflection of how the pet is feeling.
Once an owner has come to
the decision to put a pet to sleep,
we can help in several ways.
Many people are choosing to
have their pets euthanised at
home, older pets are generally
more comfortable 'in' familiar surroundings. Many times we can
arrange for them to "go to sleep"
in their own beds. Whether the
appointment is at home, or in the
office, giving the pet a tranquilizer
first relaxes them for the final injection. Afterwards the remains
are cremated with the owner
having the choice of having their
pet's ashes returned to them.
Burying the pet's ashes out in the
yard can give the same emotional
closure and is more practical--and
legal-- than doing the same thing
with a pet's intact body
There are support groups to
help people with the grief that is
felt with the loss of a pet. Sometimes people feel foolish grieving
at the loss of a animal. It is helpful to know that others also experience grief in the same way as if
a close human friend, or companion had died.

Auxiliary Fundraiser Held In Neighborhood
by Marge O'Shaunessy and
Anna Busch, Co-Chairpersons
When Horace and Anna
Busch hosted a fundraiser for the
Knights of Columbus Ladies'
Auxiliary, they also got the chance
to show off our lovely neighborhood. The sandwiches of ribs,
chickens and steaks, as well as hot
dogs went very well. In spite of
the very hot weather, the members of the Auxiliary, many neighborhood friends and neighbors
came out to support us.
We want to thank Msgr. Salvatore Politzi for runningthe announcement in the St. Roth's
bulletin, our daughter for baking
some of the delicious pastries that
went with the sandwiches, our
workers from the organization
who gave so generously of their

tame as well as food and helping
with the serving and the clean-up.
We also want to thank the
Schnuck's and Shop & Save supermarkets for the donations they
gave toward our efforts. For the
very short time that we had to sell
the sandwiches, we profited
$373.00! Great!
I think the highlight of the
evening was the appearance of
KTVI Channel 2's newsman Tom
O'Neal. He came by to buy several orders and talked with our
guests. The Auxiliary members
want everyone to know that we
are very grateful to everyone who
helped us to make our first fundraiser a success, especially our
husbands, who are members of
the Knights of Columbus.

A Rainy Rags to Riches
Alter a one year absence,

Rags to Riches returned to Skinker
DeBaliviere on Sept. 16- Coordinated by Julie Schoemehl, there
were a record number of houses
having sales. According to WS torn, refreshments and maps were
available outside the Kingsbury
Animal Hospital. The Times held
a book sale as well.
Unfortunately, the weather
failed to cooperate with this endeavor. It was still raining at
8:30am and, although the drops
stopped falling an hour later, the
skies never cleared. The weather
did affect sales but many people
did stop by and it was a good opportunity to see friends and eat
good food.
Thanks go out to Julie,
SDCC Director Laure Porterfield,
Mine Webb, Marj Weir, Lois
Schoemehl, and JoAnn Vatcha
who staffed the food sales. Brad
Weir and Neville Vatcha cooked.
Venita Lake and Sue Rothschild
worked very hard to make the
book sale a success:
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St. Michael School Open House Set For Nov. 4
Tic Tac Toe, an annual open
house for three neighboring
schools, will be held on Saturday,
November 4, 1995, from 1 to 4
p.m. The schools are The Wilson
School on DeMun, Forsyth School
on Forsyth. and The St. Michael
School on Wydown at Ellenwood.
The St. Michael School, whit
has just celebrated its twenty-fifth
anniversary, is an Episcopal
School for children of all faiths.
The curriculum is based on a balance of traditional academics with
the collaborative Reggio approach. St. Michael's is one of
three preprimary programs in the
St. Louis area which is based on
the Reggio program (the other

two are The College School in
Webster Groves and the Clayton
Early Childhood Center); in addition, it may be the only school
which incorporates the Reggio
approach in the kindergarten
through sixth grades in the country. Known for drawing children
into in-depth conversations and
collaborative multi-discipline projects, the approach was orginated
in the preschool system of Reggio Amelia, Italy, which is considered to be among the ten best
schools in the world. At The St.
Michael School this approach enhances a core curriculum in the
primary and elementary grades of
Spanish, computer, enivommental

Hamilton Spotlight
by Mary Schmit
The following comments on
the new academic year by staff
members at the Hamilton Elementary Community Education Center
address programs and activities.
More about the evening programs
will appear next month.
Dr. Glenda Bryant, Principal,
says 'The total staff of the Hamilton Elementary Community Education Center is very excited

Neighborhood Softball
Team Captures First Prize
SDCC's Recreation Committee sponsored a softball team this
summer made up of youngsters
who live close to Hamilton
School. The team members included Rhannon Jones, Cortez
Jones, Justin Payne, Phillip
Cornell, Wayne Whitford, Chris
Jackson, Willie Beckwith, Ryan
Landers, Conrad Slaughter, Arturo Johnson, David Perkins, William Busch, Randel Falker, and
Justin Flakier. The players named
their team 'The Hamilton Softball
Team 1995" because it is a central
landmark for them. Their coaches
were Eric McNeal. Bernard Jackson, and H. Falker. And they did
a wonderful job! The Hamilton
Team came in first in their division.
Recreation Committee Chairperson Arthelda Busch spoke
glowingly of the players and their
dedicated coaches.
She also
thanked the SDCC and its president, Beth Bender, for support
and equipment.
On October 17. a reception
will be held for the team in conjunction with the monthly meeting
of the Hamilton Elementary
Community Education Center
council. There will be refreshments and awards for team members. Busch hoped that residents
would attend and congratulate
this winning team.

about the 1995-96 school year.
We hope to explore more cultural
and educational regions in the
community and to bring more of
the community into Hamilton."
This theme is echoed by Administrative Assistant Joyce Hill who
says, "You are most welcome
anytime to stop by for a cup of
coffee and a tour. And . . . if you
have a spare hour, volunteer for a
field trip or to assist teachers in
the yard and the classroom."
Teachers emphasize academics. Betsy King, who teaches 2nd
grade, said that 'We have a terrific: 2nd grade team, Mrs. Peggy
Meyer, Mr. Boyce Smith and myself. We are excited about reading. In my class, we're taking
reading across the curriculum.
We've been reading about
weather, writing about rainbows
and distinguishing reality from
fantasy.
Our favorite book is
"Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs." Paula Knight, 3rd grade
teacher, brings back the theme of
community. "In this 3rd grade
year, it's time to experience the
community. Third grade teachers
Sharon Plut, Angela Crawford,
and I are planning to introduce
our students to community leaders,
and
neighborhood/community resources, that is
the Zoo, Missouri Botanical Gardens and museums."
In the fifth grade, teacher Ray
Rogues said that he, Sharon
Ware, and Verlene Jackson would
focus on improving "SAT skills.
We'll be using a Skills checklist for
mastery, non-mastery and reteaching.
We are also using
sample tests for practice. All of us
are designing our tests to match
the SAT format. And finally,
every day at 3:15pm, over the
school PA system which is set up
as our radio station EHAM-ECEC,
we will ask one SAT formatted
question."
Again, Skinker DeBaliviere
neighbors are urged to visit
Hamilton, tour the facilities, and
learn about ways they could volunteer.

science, math, language arts, music, art, and physical education.
In the Episcopal school tradition,
academic excellence is stressed in
combination with discussions and
active participation in character
and moral development. As part
of that tradition, the school's
Board of Trustees awarded scholarships based on ten percent of its
tutition income, which was the
highest percentage of indepentent
elementary schools in the St.
Louis area.
For information please call
Ashley Cadwell, headmaster, or
Kathy Dicke, director of admissions, at 721-4422.

Vicissitudes
by Marj Weir
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Anne Spencer
To Leave Crossroads
At End Of Year
Anne Spencer joined Crossroads School, located at DeBaliviere and Kingsbury, in 1992.
Under her leadership, the school
has implemented a long-term
strategic plan and purchased its
building. This summer, the school
completed the renovation of parts
of the building and added a black
box theatre, art studio, two classrooms, and an advanced computer laboratory. Under Spencer's
leadership, Crossroads received
renewed accreditation from the
Independent School Association
of the Central States and joined
the National Association of Independent Schools. She led her
faculty in planning the incorporation of technology into Crossroads' college preparatory curriculum.
Spencer also assisted the
Times by allowing Crossroads to
host two successful fundraisers for
the newspaper during her tenure.
At the end of the 1995-1996
school year, Spencer will join her
husband in Geneva, Switzerland.
Webster University has appointed
him their director-general of
European Campuses and director
of the Geneva campus. Molly
Strassner, a Crossroads board
member and former interim director, is heading a search committee
to find a replacement for Spencer.

Dan Shea, a local actor of
both amateur and professional
renown, professor of English at
Washington University, and longtime resident of 61XX Kingsbury,
is recovering at home from heart
bypass surgery. His legions of
fans wish him a speedy recovery
entirely without further drama.
Mine Webb reports that her
daughter Erika, 15, accompanied
classmates at St. Elizabeth's on a
cruise around the Caribbean this
summer. So as not to be left out,
Mine took her other daughter
Alicia to Memphis to see the exhibit from the tombs of Egypt. All
07F.7215600
enjoyed themselves.
RES. 882-5071
Jeremy Schoenfeld, Theresa
Schlafly, and Brian Perrin, all
BROKER®
former St. Roch's students, are
ASSOCIATE
National Merit Scholarship semifinalists this year. Jeremy lives in
KARLEEN 0. HOERR
Skinker-DeBaliviere; Brian and
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
MEMBER MULTI-MILLION COLLAR CLUB
Theresa reside in the Central West
End. We have a lot of talent in
our environs. We wish them well
DANIEL B. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
360 N. SKINKER BLVD.
as they make their college deciST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130
sions.
Georgi Fox of 61XX McPherson reportedly got her copy of
Newt Gingrich's book signed by
the great man himself and has
reserved the opportunity to do the
same with Cohn Powell's when he
conies to town soon.
Next month we'll be listing
Blueberry Hill is more
those who are new neighbors.
than
a bar, more than a
We have a long list which we used
restaurant...
for our party invitations, but if you
it's a way of life."
know of anyone, send the infor- SL Louts Post-Dispatch
mation along to me at 6120 1,
Westminster.

Blueberry
Hill

COLONIAL
RUG COMPANY
6191 Delmar
Complete Floor Service
Remnants Always in Stock
Bill Schiller

726-3281

Boulevard Cleaners
and
Shirt. Laundry
Exclusive Quality thy Cleaning
Slate 1971

863-6575
6032-34 Delmar, St. Louis, NIO
A TownwmIt:ouche Compss,.

My 1995 New Year's resolution was to go to more movies. I
remember making the resolution
quite well; it seems like only yesterday. The first wife and I were
engaging in one of our favorite
customs by welcoming in the new
year at a Chinese restaurant, enjoying a midnight meal. 'Well
dear," I said, dipping something
unidentifiable in the soy sauce
before putting it in my mouth, "do
you have any New Year's resolutions for the upcoming year?"
She paused, piercing an egg
roll with her chop-stick, then
tossing it in the air and catching it
between her teeth. (It wasn't a big
toss, but I was impressed nonetheless.) "Yes," she replied, swallowing, "I resolve to get rid of a pair
of my old shoes each time I get a
new pair." Now, knowing of my
wife and her infamous proclivity
for shoes, you may think that this
pleased me. Not. I knew better.
In fact. it was the same resolution
she has made for over a decade.
It was also the same resolution
that she ignores every year starting on January 2. So no, I didn't
get too excited. If I thought that
she would carry through with this
resolution, I'd buy stock in
Goodwill. Heck, if she really got
rid of that many shoes, we'd have
spare rooms and could take in
borders!
She then asked me about my
resolution. "Are you still resolving
to never comb your hair to hide
your ever-increasing bald spot like
you-know-who does?" she asked,
dropping a
won ton on the floor.
"No, the question of to hide
or not to hide isn't even an issue
any more," I said. "I've given up,
there's so IT- tch more scalp visible
each morning, no one could possibly think I'm trying to hide anything."
'What then?" she asked.
"Movies. "I'm going to go to
the show more often!"
This doesn't sound like the
sort of thing that most folks would
resolve, I realize. Most people
form their resolutions around issue, lilt, sing weight, stopping
smoking, walking the dog more,
or some other mundane habit that
needs to be dropped, cropped,
stopped, or popped.
I'm not the kind of guy who's
bothered by those kinds of considerations, though. Fortunately, I
have no bad habits. Indeed, just
the other day I reflected upon this
fact while having my favorite dinner, representing all four of the
basic food groups: Hostess Cupcakes, popcorn, a beer, and a cigar. Now you see why I'm resolving to see more movies; with a
diet like this, what else could there
be to work on? It's that diet, unconventional as it may be, to
which I attribute my fine health;
good looks, and charming personality. Enough said.
You may be wondering why I
resolve to go to the flicks; after all,
don't I own a VCR? It's true, I'm
no felon and so legally can rent
videos; i.e. I have the capacity to
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IN YOUR EAR
by Hawkeye Q. Hoerr
do so. I own a VCR and though I
can't figure out how to set the
clock or how to tape in absentee,
even I know where the "play"
button is and how to press it. The
problem, and it's no one's fault
but my own, is that I simply don't
rent tapes. My Blockbuster card
gets less use than my Vic Tanny
card. There never seems to be
enough time to rent a movie and
watch it. Heck, I have a stack of
unwatched videotapes on top of
my television containing things
that I have yet to watch, including
three virgin, unwatched by me,
episodes of "L.A. Law," the last
two segments of Ken Bum's baseball epic, and two hours of
"Baywatch" (great viewing with
the sound turned off).
Going to the show is different, though. It really is an escape.
You're never interrupted by the
phone, the dogs don't bark wanting to go out, the popcorn always
tastes better, the picture is bigger,
and you get to see previews.
There's no way that watching a
movie at home compares to going

to the flicks.
Anyway, I've done pretty well
on my movie resolution. Within a
one-month period last summer I
saw Die Hard With 14 Vengeance,
First Night, The Net Waterworld,
Apollo 13; Species, Crimson Tide,
Judge Dredd, Under Siege 2, and
Braveheart. Apollo 13 was superb, Crimson Tide was quite
good, and the others were, well,
entertaining. And hey, the popcorn was always great!
You can see my movie selecting criteria fairly clearly: I'm looking for not much plot to encumber
my thought processes and lots of
action. If it's slow-paced, I don't
want to see it. Aside from the fact
that it was fairly demeaning to
those who aren't smart, I thought
that Forest Gump was the most
overrated made-for-tv production
since the Whitewater hearings.
Gump is a movie I'd have liked to
have seen at home, because I
could have read the paper at the
same time. And petted the dog
and studied for a test. Likewise,
you couldn't pay me to see for

Bridges of Madison
read!)
County. Now if Clint had really
been an undercover cop posing
as a photographer, and if it had
ended with a shoot-out at the
covered bridge, Meryl and him
covering for one another while he
shot his way to the pickup truck
which he then rammed into the
building containing the bad guys
who had been stalking him.
through the first three reels but
didn't realize that they were next
to the gasoline tins which exploded on impact just after Clint
had dived from the truck into a
drainage ditch with his guns blazing, then I'd have gone.
This has been a fun resolution to follow. Like so many of
life's important lessons, it's a
shame that it took me this long to
figure it out. Heck, if I'd have
known that adhering to resolutions could be this enjoyable, I'd
never have messed with focusing
on things like losing weight or
being more patient with certain
people.
I'm already thinking of how
to phrase next year's New Year's
resolution. I don't have the details
yet, but I know for sure that it will
involve cigars, foreign beers, and
the Rolling Stones. I can't wait for
1996.

Our
home
is
in
the
city...
so
is
our heart!

Celebrating Our Fifteenth Anniversary Year
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