The TIMES of....

SKINKER DEBALIVIERE

Vol. 27 No. 2

May 1996

The oldest neighborhood newspaper in St. Louis

FREEIndependent and all volunteer-run since 1970

MetroLink Parking Lot on Delmar
To Be Ready Soon
MetroLink riders will soon be
able to park at a new 359 space
parking lot at the Delmar station.
The Angelica Corporation has
given Bi-State a long-term lease for
use of 3.75 acres for this purpose.
This new lot will augment the existing facility on DeBaliviere.
Bi-State has received a
$790,000 federal Congestion Mitigation Air Quality grant. Funding
was based on the extent of emission reductions achievable and the
need for additional parking. In their

study of land use surrounding
MetroLink stations, the Urban
Land Institute recommended the
development of a park and ride lot
at the Delmar station.
Ground-breaking will take place
in mid-June and the lot should be
completed by mid-September,
weather permitting. The lot will
be landscaped and well-lit and security will be provided. In addition,
there will be 18 parking spaces reserved for those with disabilities.
See plans on page 4.

Community Dedicates
Entrance Markers and Parking Lot

Alex Shaffer.and Lurline Hogsett take on a really big weed
during the BrightSide Blitz on May 4,

Alderman Dan McGuire officiated at the dedication ceremony for
the new entrance markers at several intersections along Skin ker and
for the parking lot at Westminster
and Skinker. Although light rain
was falling as the ceremony began,
30 people and a few animals were
present to celebrate the neigh
borhood's new look.
Ald. McGuire particularly
thanked the Skinker DeBaliviere
Apartment Owners Association for
spearheading this effort which required several years work. The first
phase is the markers and the second when funds are available will
be larger gates at Waterman and
Skinker, Waterman and DeBaliviere and DesPeres and Forest Park
Parkway. Alan Hamilton, president of the Association, spearheaded this project. George
Johannes and Tom Cohen, both
residents of the neighborhood, designed the lot and markers. Local
sculptor Robert Cassily took the

Mark Banaszak, block captain ,of 6000 Westminster, and
Becky Homan unclog the storm drain on Rosedale, probably
wondering who got the glamorous Blitz jobs.

photos by King Schoenfeld

design and cast the markers and
accompanying features in the parking lot. It is hoped that eventually
the parking at the veterinary clinic
and at the former Sinclair station
will look like the one at
Westminster. Neighbor JoAnn
Vatcha worked very hard on the
grant that has been used to fund
these markers. Most of the money
for the parking lot came from the
1/2 cent sales tax for capital im
provements. The Board of Public
Service also did design work and
monitored the construction.
A neighborhood garden club recently formed under the direction
of Lu Green will plant in the areas
around the new parking lot on May
18. The publishing company
housed on the northern corner of
the Westminster intersection has
agreed to maintain the lot.
Following this brief ceremony,
Alan Hamilton hosted a reception
for everyone at his offices two
blocks south.

left, standing George Johannes, Tom Cohen, Alan
Hamilton, Alderman Dan McGuire. Young onlooker is

From

High winds in April downed these birches on the 6000 block
of Washington.

unidentified.
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Editor's Notebook
by Lana Stein
It's very unfortunate to see questions about the hiring of Hans Vonk
in our daily newspaper. I suppose these comments are addressed to
devotees of classical music like myself but there is a larger purpose
behind these words. When I chose to accept a job in St. Louis in
1986, a longtime friend who lives in Manhattan said I had made a
very good choice. Why? Well, she has never been here but she listens
to concerts by the St. Louis Symphony on the radio in NYC and
thought that with such a good orchestra, this had to be a good town.
Slatkin's concerts with the symphony at Carnegie Hall this year re;
ceived rave reviews in The New York Times. The Symphony plays
the same role in certain circles that our sports teams do in spreading
positive words about our town.
In fact, the St. Louis Symphony is one of the top five or six in the
United States. I heard new conductor Hans Vonk lead the orchestra
twicethis season and I felt very strongly that we would remain-in very
good hands and that our reputation in the classical realm would continue to be strong. The orchestra had great clarity in these concerts
and when someone can make the Pastorale sound brand-new, that's
good news indeed. And, there are indeed more ways to sell the worth
of a city than most of us realize.
On another note, let me reiterate that the St. Louis Board of Education could provide increased recreation opportunities for Skinker
DeBaliviere youngsters by fixing that second backstop at the Annex
on DesPeres and by putting up an outside backstop or two at the
school itself. Small gestures at small cost can mean a lot.

STOP ILLEGAL DUMPING
IN OUR ALLEYS
The City of St. Louis is pledged to stop non-residents who come into
the city to dump old appliances and other trash. City residents are asked
to help in this campaign by calling 911 for incidents in progress. Be
prepared to report the vehicle license number and description. Then call
the Citizens Service Bureau which will send a copy of your report to the
Trash Task Force for investigation. You may be eligible for a $100 reward if the suspect is convicted.
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Calendar
Neighborhood Events
and Meetings
May 13 SDCC Board of Directors,
SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 7:30
P.m.
May 15 Skinker DeBaliviere Community Housing Corp., SDCC,
6008 Kingsbury, 12 Noon
'May 15 Reception for Bob Quinn, 6010 and 6014 Kingsbury, 7:30
P.m.
May 20 Apartment Owners Association SDCC, 6008 Kingsbury, 7
P.m
May 28 Hamilton Community Education Center Community Council, 5819 Westminster, 6:30 p.m.
June 4. Delmar Commercial District Planning Meeting, West End
Community Conference, 724 Union Boulevard, 11:45 a.m
June 5
Neighborhood Security Meeting, Grace Methodist Church
6199 Waterman at Skinker, 7 p.m.

Other Events of Interest
now-July 28 "Photography in Modern Europe," an exhibition of
photographs by artists suich as Henri Cartier-Bresson,
Andre Kertesz, and Man Ray. In the Cohen Gallery at the
St. Louis Art Museum.
May 15 Discussion of politics in Ireland with Joe McGlynn, Honorary Consul of Ireland at 7pm at St. Louis Artists Guild, Two
Oak Knoll Park (Big Bend at Clayton Rd.). Call 727-9599
for more information.
May 19 The St. Louis Walk of Fame induction ceremony, 6500
Delmar, 1:30pm. Concert of ragtime and Dixieland jazz,
induction of William Clark (explorer), Dwight Davis (tennis),
Dave Garroway (broadcasting), Virginia Mayo (acting),
Marianne Moore (literature), Clark Terry (music/jazz).
Keynote address will be given by Clarence Harmon, former
Chief of Police of the City of St. Louis. Everyone is welcome.
May 28 "Ragtime Music on the Pike," a Twilight Tuesday program
at the Missouri History Museum in Forest Park in preparation for their World's Fair Exhibit, 7pm. The St. Louis
Ragtimers with Trebor Tichenor will play the music of Scott
Joplin and other composers that was featured at the 1904
Fair.
June 19 "Oliver Twist" to be performed by Dave Simpich, of the
Simpich Marionettes. Recommended for adults and older
children at The Saint Louis Art Museum, 8pm.
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David Harris of the 6000 block of Westminster ministering to
his red Buick, which suffered windshield and trunk damage in
the April 28 storm when a tree came down on it. David is at
Washington U's law school and comes from Georgia by way of
Michigan.
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Notes from
SDCC's Executive Director
by Laure Porterfield
Seldom can I recall a more tumultuous and confusing spring in
Missouri. The last vestiges of winter weather - particularly temperatures - have held on with great tenacity. Many of our flowering trees
- and even the daffodils - were damaged by winter's repeated return.
Now things are greening, but under seemingly interminable gray
skies.
Many of you turned out for
Brightside's Blitz on Saturday, May
4 despite the rain. And many of
you accomplished what you set out
to do: vacant lots cleaned and cut,
alleys cleared of debris, bulk trash
appropriately set out and picked
up.
Thanks to the many dedicated
block captains and other volunteers. We saw you, drenched, delivering trash bags, flowers, mulch,
tools. You've earned a big round
of applause!
Special thanks also to our
Neighborhood Stabilization Officer
Jackie Wellington and AmeriCorp
volunteer Amy Gronquist, who
gave of their personal time to help
coordinate efforts from the SDCC
office.

Other notes . . .
Students at St. Roch are working diligently on a school-wide
project as part of the 1995-96

school year theme of "caregivers."
Led by the eighth grade, each class
has selected a tree species which
they would like to plant at a site
within the Skinker DeBaliviere
neighborhood.
"Caregivers" - of the neighborhood, of the environment - will
have the opportunity to visit their
tree and help tend it and its immediate environs. Congratulations to
St. Roch and to all parties involved.
Watch this space for further information.
With my diploma in hand, I am
proud to report that your SDCC
Executive Director is a graduate of
the St. Louis Police Department's
Citizen Academy. Modeled after
the actual training offered to our
City's police recruits at their academy, the class provides participants
with an overview of the kind of information police officers bring with
them as they patrol our streets.
While the time commitment is intensive (six weeks, two nights per
week, 6 to 10:30 p.m.), the experience is unique. The next class.
forms this fall. For more information, contact Laure Porterfield,
862-5122. Why participate? the
academy is required of any neighborhood interested in establishing
a Mobile Patrol and graduates earn
the privilege of riding once a month
with officers in their neighborhood.

Hamilton Sponsors New Summer Program
The Hamilton Elementary Community Education Center announces a
new summer program for children who have completed grades 1-5 in
1996. The program will meet from 7:30am to 4:00pm Monday-Thursday and has no fees. It is called the Hamilton Holistic Summer Academy
and can enroll only up to 200 children. If you are interested, contact the
Community Education Center at 5819 Westminster. Call 367-0552 for
more information.

Neighborhood
Security Meeting
Set for June 5

Approximately 53 property
owners, many of them residents of
the Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood, attended a landlord forum
held April 15 in the church hall at
St. Roch.
Co-sponsored by the SDCC
Apartment Owners Association
and the Neighborhood Stabilization
Office, the Forum provided an opportunity for landlords to ask questions of a distinguished panel of experts, including representatives of
the City building division, city
courts, the sheriff's office, and
many others.
The program got rave reviews
from those in attendance - and the
audience, in turn, was praised by
the panel for its sophisticated questions and willingness to learn from
the evening. Perhaps the beautiful setting at St. Roch was simply
conducive to good dialogue.
The next meeting of the Apartment Owners Association will be 7
p.m. on Monday, May 20 at the
SDCC offices, 6008 Kingsbury.

State Senator Clay
Talks About the Current Session
by Lana Stein
I recently chatted on the telephone with state Senator William "Lacy"
Clay, Jr. I asked him about some of the legislation he has sponsored
during this session of the legislature. He introduced Senate Bill 772, the
Patient Protection Act. It was designed to guarantee certain patient rights
when managed care was utilized. It would allow people to bring their
own doctors with them and have them certified by the HMO. Clay was
concerned about patients who would not be served because of preexisting conditions. He said that Senator Banks, the Majority Leader, had
taken several health care bills that had been introduced and rolled them
into one that will then be debated.
Senator Clay put $3 million for city parks into the
Natural Resources bill, Of
that, 1.2 million dollars will
be for Forest Park. It is intended that this money be
appropriated on an annual
basis to fix up the park in
accord with the Forest Park
Master Plan.
As chair of the Labor
Committee, Senator Clay
introduced a bill to raise the
minimum wage in Missouri.
He wants to put this measure on the ballot. He also
is sponsor of SB 523 which
would make several changes
to the St. Louis Teachers
Retirement System, including provision of consultation
to new retirees and cost of
living adjustments to pension amounts.
Clay also has supported SB 524 which would modify state statutes
regarding professional sports contests to protect the welfare of athletes.

Vacation Tips

from the
St. Louis Metropolitan
Police Department
With the vacation season approaching, 7th District Police
would like to review a few ideas
that could help prevent crime
from occurring. First, DO NOT
LEAVE ANYTHING IN YOUR
CAR.. Even an empty bag can attract unwanted attention. Keep
your belongings in the trunk where
they are not visible to passersby.
Second, out-of-state license plates
are an attractive target. Keep this
in mind as you travel this summer
and when people visit you.
Don't publicize your vacation
ahead of time. Notify the police of
your plans and stop delivery of
newspapers and mail when you
travel. Arrange to have your lawn

mowed. Put automatic timers on
your lights. Leave drapes at the
normal level.
When using an ATM here or as
you travel, go to well-lighted and
well-used machines. Try to go with
someone. Be aware of your surroundings. Avoid ATMs that are
recessed and not easily seen. Do
not use ATMs in isolated lobby areas.

U. City Loop

TIVOLI

Are you interested in enhancing your safety and security?
Learning more about how to protect your person and your property? Hearing what works in other
parts of the City? Working more
closely with your neighbors for your
mutual benefit? If you answered
yes to any of the above, this information is for you!
Seventh District Public Affairs
Officer Ronnie Robinson is working with the Skinker DeBaliviere
Community Council to bring you a
neighborhood security meeting that
will help you deal with some of
summer's realties: children in the
neighborhood with not enough to
do, houses vacant when people go
on vacation - and much, much
more.
Our "new" Captain of the 7th
District, Captain Harry Hegger, will
also be on hand to bring you up to
date on the latest news from the
department.
The meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 5, 7 p.m., at
Grace Methodist Church. Please
enter the church from the
Waterman side using the door on
the circle drive. Call 862-5122 for
more information.

Landlord Forum
a Success
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Restored To
1924 Splendor
TIVOLI CARD:
5 tickets

Blueberry
Hill

for only $20
Great 1st-run Films +
Classic Cinema Series

VOTED #1 HAMBURGER
IN ST. LOUIS

6350 Delmar

6504 Delmar

862-1100

727-0880
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Andy Cross puts some caulk into his first planter made for the neighborhood's traffic barricades. Andy designs and constructs
the planters using used lumber which he pays for by recycling newspapers. Each planter will be a unique design, just like Andy.

This is a planning diagram for the parking
lot being developed for the parking lot at
the Delmar Metrolink station. The
Metrolink tracks are not visible on this
diagram, but they run across the top of
this diagram. Eastward to downtown St.
Louis is to the right in the drawing,
northwestward to the airport is to the left.

Thai Cafe
ST. LOUIS

6170 Delmar
ST. Louis, MO 63112

862-6868
LUNCH----MON.-FRI. 11 A M-31'N1
DINNER. -MOB..-SAT. 5 I'm-10:30 m

OFF. 721-5600
RES. 862-5071

BROKER 0
ASSOCIATE

KARLEEN 0. HOERR
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
MEMBER MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR CLUB

DANIEL B. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
360 N. SKINKER BLVD.
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130

WE CATER
TO COWARDS

COLONIAL
RUG COMPANY

THE FORSYTHE DENTAL GROUP

6191 Delmar

HARVEY W. SMALL, D.M.D.

Complete Floor Service
Remnants Always in Stock
Bill Schiller

726-3281

VALERIE PARIS O'BANNON,

The Dorchester
665 S. Skinker
St. Louis, MO 63105
725-0988
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SIGNS ON
DELMAR
by Jo Ann Vatcha
The Delmar Link Redevelopment Ordinance specifies what kind of signs are permitted, encouraged, and discouraged. Of interest to neighbors and business owners alike, here are the
basic rules, as well as how they work in reality.

The Regulations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New signs are restricted to identification of name and/or business occupying the premises.
No advertising signs are permitted.
New wall signs cannot obstruct architectural building elements and can only be on the
fronts of buildings or on those sides fronting on public streets or parking areas.
New signs can project no more than 18 inches from the face of the building and cannot
extend above the second floor window sill.
The total sign area is the lesser of 50 square feet or 10% of the ground floor wall surface
fronting on such street or parking area.
Only one sign per business per wall.
Monument or ground signs are permitted, with restrictions not to exceed 8 feet in height
or 25 square feet per side, and provided the City confirms such a sign is required.

These are not permitted:

A. This sign on
the wall is not in
conformity with
sign regulations
and must

The projecting sign on Gingiss Formalwear
would not be permitted under the sign
regulations, but is `grandfathered' because
it was installed before the regulations took
effect.

Pole signs
Roof signs

be

Moving signs

removed.

Animated or flashing signs
Message board signs

B. The signs in the
front of the
business below
meet the sign
regulations.

Painted wall signs—except works of art with the
approval of Heritage and Urban Design Commission
No signs permits may be issued by the City without
written approval of the Land Clearance for Redevelopment
Authority.
Many neighbors are interested in the activity taking place
at 6178 Delmar, the building between the Thai Cafe and
Church's Chicken. Our information is that the owner has leased
space to the White Star Clothing Company. which is making
alterations to the storefront space and intends to open for busi-

ness soon. The City has expressed concerns about the overall condition
of the building, and we hope to report on the overall plan in an upcoming issue.

Recently installed signs
The "White Star Clothing Co" painted wall sign is not in line with the
Delmar link Redevelopment Plan Sign Regulations and must be removed.
The window sign is allowed. (See photos labeled A and B.) City sign
design guidelines state that permanent window graphics placed on windows or doors or within 3 feet inside should not occupy more than 25%
of the total area of the window in which they are displayed. The guidelines also state that neon, colorful letters, or sensitively locating a sign can
make storefronts more welcoming and enhance the appearance of the
street.
Temporary window graphics are also limited to 25% of the total area
of the window in which they are displayed and are limited to 60 days.
Permits are applied for at the Building Division in City Hall. And more
information and design guidance is available through the Heritage and
Urban Design Office at the Community Development Agency, 330 No.
15th St., downtown.
Laure Porterfield, SDCC Director, has information about sign regulations available at the SDCC office at 6008 Kingsbury.

The signs on the building above do not conform to the sign
regulations.
OFF. 721-5600
RES. 863-0220

Boulevard Cleaners
and

Shirt Laundry -

BROKER
ASSOCIATE

Exclusive Quality Dry Clettning
Since 1971

RENNI SHUTER, GRI

863-6575

LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
RELOCATION SPECIALIST

43032.34 Delmar, St. Louis, MO
A Townsend Gotschc Company

DANIEL B. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
360 N. SKINKER BLVD.
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130
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Pet Talk
by Stephen A. Brami-neier, D.V.M.
PET INSURANCE
Hillary Clinton seems a rudderless ship these days, what with the
health care fiasco behind her and
the shady Whitewater lawyer image refusing to dissipate:
"Documents?! What fingerprints?". I wonder if she could be
persuaded to tackle pet health care?
Surely, (don't call me that), she has
learned invaluable lessons and
would be loath to make the same
mistakes.
Increasipgly sophisticated veterinary medical technology and client/owners' desires to pursue detailed treatments for their pets, often times require a significant financial commitment. A general medical work-up including examination,
blood profile, urinalysis and radiographs for a moderately ill pet can
cost as much as $200-$250. Pets
that are "hit by cars" frequently
require complicated orthopedic repairs. Performed by a Board Certified veterinary surgeon, the cost
of these procedures often totals
more than $1,000.
Usually after their pet has recovered from a serious illness, or accident, a client will half-heartedly ask
about health insurance for pets.
Yes Louise, there is Veterinary Pet
Insurance (VPI). Founded 15 years
ago by University of Missouri graduate, Jack Stephens, VPI has
outlasted several other pet insurance companies, and currently is
the sole company providing health
insurance coverage to pets.
Early in its history, the company
had a few problems: the turnaround time was slow; benefits
were not always adequate, and paperwork was cumbersome. I
stopped recommending my clients
consider VPI after a few were disappointed in their relationship with
the company. Over the years I
have kept track of, the company;
they have-improved enough for
me, again, to make my clients
aware that health insurance is available for their pets through VPI.
Currently, they offer four levels
of coverage that are basically major medical coverage. They are also
researching the feasibility of providing a prepaid health maintenance program. An annual premium of $109 will protect a 1-4
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year old dog or cat. After a $40
per incident deductible, the policy
pays 80% of the first $180, and
100% in excess of $180 of the
benefit schedule. There is a $2000
per incident cap and an policy year
cap of $7500. For example: a
$500 surgery expense would only
cost the client $76.
Current veterinary literature discusses the increasing recognition of
the importance of the human/animal bond. Pet visits to children's
hospitals and retirement homes,
pet companions to people living
with AIDS, and psychologists
whose use pets as part of their
therapy are all evidence of the significant role pets play in our lives.
To some, the concept of pet health
insurance is "over the top"; but to
others, having their pet insured
could remove the added financial
strain of providing the medical care
needed to sustain a pet through a
crisis, thereby maintaining the emotional bond to the owner.

The City of St. Louis will hold its fourth annual Mayor's Family Fishing
Fair on Saturday, June 8. Fishing will start at 7 a.m. and continue until 1
p.m.
The fair will be held in Forest Park, Carondelet Park and Fairgrounds
Park. Local celebrities will visit all three parks to fish with the participants. Everything from rods and reels to
food — is free.
Anglers at each
park will be loaned a
rod and reel to use
during the fishing fair
courtesy of Zebco.
Breakfast will be provided by the St. Louis
Bread Company. A
cup of worms will be
given to each participant by Paul's Bait
and Tackle. Pepsi will
provide free beverages and each park also will have beer, hot dogs, pony
rides, hot air balloons, entertainment and prizes.
"Fishing is a family affair. The fishing fair is a good opportunity for the
entire family to spend a day in their favorite city park," said Mayor Freeman Bosley Jr.
"And you don't need to know how to fish to come out to the park with
your family. We will have experts available to show you how to bait the
hook and cast the line We can show you how to clean your fish and pack
it to take it home, " he said.
The Missouri Department of Conservation is a co-sponsor of the Fishing Fair.

HAMILTON SPOTLIGHT
by Betsy King
This month's spotlight is on the
Georgia Frontiere Library Dedication Program. As you may already
know, Ms. Frontiere is an alumna
of Hamilton. On Friday, April 26,
we dedicated the library and held a
tea and reception in her honor. Ms.
Frontiere was accompanied by several of her former Hamilton classmates. The library, where the dedication took place, had been Ms.
Frontiere's kindergarten classroom.
A welcome and opening remarks were given by fifth graders
Ashley Cavanaugh and Long
Pham. Next, Hamilton Preschool
students Delaysia Henry and Dorez
Rankins-Scott presented Ms.
Frontiere with a framed copy of the
invitation to the dedication. Mrs.
Frontiere and the guests were
greeted by the Reverend Earl
Nance, Jr., President of the St.
Louis Board of Education, and addressed by Dr. David J. Mahan,
Superintendent of St. Louis Public
Schools Dr. John E. Ingram, Jr.,
Assistant Superintendent of St.
Louis Public Schools, presented a

history of the Dr. Samuel Shepard
Oratorical Contest and the Herbert
Turner Memorial Writing Contest.
Fifth grader Monica Hayes,
Hamilton's oratorical winner, recited the poem "0 Captain, My
Captain" by Walt Whitman, and
second grader Bridgette Davis read
her winning composition, "A
Snowy Day." Next, Hamilton
E.C.E.C. Principal Dr. Glenda
Bryant welcomed Ms. Frontiere
and invited her to visit Hamilton at
any time.. Fifthgrader La Sandra
Owens presented Ceremonial Scissors to Ms. Frontiere and the ribbon was cut, officially renaming the
library "The Georgia Frontiere Library."
Following the ceremony, all
guests enjoyed tea and hors
d'oeuvres, and Ms. Frontiere and
her guests toured the school accompanied by Hamilton Ambassadors, fifth graders LaShondra Richmond and Nichelle Thomas. Ms.
Frontiere has established a scholarship fund that will allow Hamilton
students to attend college.
The Drug Free Parade, which
was the culmination of the Drug
Free Schools Unit, was on Friday,
May 3, 1996. This has been a yearlong, school-wide project, initiated
by Mrs. Catherine Parker, the

Pets of the Month
Moxie and Boomer helped dedicate the
entrance markers and brought along
their faithful retainer, Karleen Hoerr.

Counselor at Hamilton E.C.E.C.,
and the Hamilton Drug Free Committee. Each class made banners
and signs with anti-drug slogans
such as "Drug Free Starts With
Me!" "Just Say NO!" "Hugs not
Drugs" "Drug Free is the Way to
Be!" and others. The entire student
body, led by drummers from the
Stowe Middle School Band and the
Hamilton E.C.E.C. Cheerleaders,
paraded from the school grounds,
east on Delmar, south on
DeBaliviere, and west on
Waterman and DeGiverville back to
school. We were accompanied by
Ronald McDonald and Fredbird and
numerous representatives from the
St. Louis Police Department. The
students chanted slogans as they
walked, and they laughed at
Fredbird's notorious antics. Everyone had a great time and this will
be an annual spring event at
Hamilton E.C.E.C. In addition, the
Speaker's Day on Thursday, April
18, was a great success and we
thank all of the professionals who
participated, and the Drug Free
Quilts that each grade level created
are on display in the hallways, so
we invite community members to
stop by and take a look. Thanks to
Mrs. Parker and her committee for
all of the hard work that went into
the Drug Free Schools Unit.
If you missed this information
last month, an exciting educational
opportunity at Hamilton E.C.E.C.
is the introduction of The Hamilton
Holistic Summer Academy, which
will be held from June 24 through
August 2. This program, for students entering grades 1-5, will offer summer enrichment through
accelerated, literacy-based learning.
The literacy-based activities will incorporate traditional Language
Arts and math skills in a non-traditional, holistic format which will include aesthetic, sports, community
resource, and entrepreneurial components. Applications for The
Hamilton Holistic Summer Academy are available in the office at
Hamilton E.C.E.C.
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Olympic Torch to Pass Through Neighborhood
The Olympic Torch will
pass through our neighborhood not once but twice on
its way through our city Tuesday, May 28, 1996. runners
depart from Festus at 6:30
a.m. that morning. The
torch will actually cross St.
Louis City limits around 2
p.m. Its path weaves back
and forth through the City,
eventually cutting through
Forest Park to the Washington University campus. At
that point runners will pass
through 1904 Olympic Gate
at Francis Field. Continuing
westward to Bemiston, the
path is then routed east on
Delmar, passing through the
Loop area and crossing Skinker Boulevard at approximately 6 p.m. The route then turns north again at
Kingshighway. Runners are scheduled to arrive at the
Arch grounds downtown at 8:50 p.m. and after a grand
celebration, will board a riverboat for the next phase of
the Torch's journey to Atlanta.
Residents and businesses along the route are asked
to hang banners, beautify their areas, and to stand on
the route to welcome and encourage the athletes as
they pass by.

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council
Board of Directors April 8, 1996 Minutes
In attendance: Directors Ruth
Johnson, Gwendolyn Lazard, Shirley
Polk, Arthelda Busch, Sara Johnson,
Glenda Underwood, Lana Stein, Gregory Freeman, and Ann Smith Carr;
Alderman Daniel J. McGuire, 28th
Ward; Washington University Student
Representative Geoffrey Peck; Executive Director Laure Porterfield; and
Linda Horn, City of St. Louis Refuse
Division.
Excused absences: Arline Webb,
Gary Hayes, Joe deBettencourt, and
Jane Geller.
Absences: Aaron Johnson, Jack
Wright, and Julie Schoemehl.
I.

Welcome and Introductions
Meeting called to order at 7:38 by
Vice President Sara Johnson. Linda
Horn from the City of St. Louis'
Refuse Division, was introduced.
II.

Approval of Minutes
Shirley Polk moved to accept the
minutes with correction made by
Arthelda Busch; seconded by Gregory
Freeman and passed.
III. Pilot Recycling Project
Linda Horn presented a pilot recycling project to begin in May in a
small part of Skinker DeBaliviere.
Brochures distributed identifying target areas (dictated by current trash
routes). Curbside recycling, if successful will, reduce regular trash collection
to once a week and curbside to once
a week.
IV. Treasurer's Report
An A-133 audit must be made because of the John Heinz grant received
in 1995. French McGowan is recommended to provide the service. Board
asked to direct Laure Porterfield and
Maggie Hart-Mahon to accept the contract for $3185 -(work to be done after April 15). Larry McGowan has already provided research service in excess of $650 (see attached proposal
letter). Laure directed to correct proposed 1996 budget to reflect Board
decision on French McGowan contract. The A-133 audit will not be a
recurring expense.

There was some discussion about
the line item for Friends of Skinker
DeBaliviere and why only $4500 in
revenue was budgeted for this item.
The campaign figure for the budget
will remain the satne. Beth Bender
has said she will continue to chair
FOSD for 1996. Ann Smith Carr addressed the topic of payroll service. It
serves as a great protection for the
Board and SDCC.
Board members do have liability
insurance but are not insured individually.
Lana Stein moved that the Board
accept the proposed budget for 1996
as amended; seconded by Ann Smith
Can and approved.
Ruth Johnson moved to accept the
Treasurer's Report as read; seconded
by Gregory Freeman and approved.
Gregory Freeman moved to accept
the proposed services of French
McGowan for the A-133 audit; seconded by Ann Smith Carr and approved.
V.

Executive Director's Report
Laure Porterfield presented her
Executive Director's report to the
Board.
• The SLACO conference has a
large number of Board members
attending.
• There are plans to build some
programs jointly between Hamilton
Community Education Center and
Skinker DeBaliviere.
• Alderman McGuire reported a
week-end program is planned for
Hamilton this May through October.
Herkel Ivy is the coordinator.
• The Apartment Owners Association Landlord Forum is being held
April 15 at 6 p.m., at St. Roch's.
• A celebration and dedication of
the entry monuments will be held
Saturday, April 27. A reception will
follow. A special thanks to Alderman McGuire and the Apartment
Owners Association for the set of
markers on Skinker.
• A reception for Irish film-maker
Bob Quinn will be held on Wednesday, May 15. This is supported by a
grant to the West End Arts Council.

VI. Institutional/Committee Reports
Housing Corporation - Minutes
are available to Board members.
Commercial Planning -A meeting is planned for April 11. Alderman Clay will be present to discuss
facade improvements.
Kingsbury Square - Busy organizing for Brightside Blitz Day.
Rosedale - Andy Cross discussed
his recycling project. Will use funds
for beautification. Showed drawings
for planters for barricades using reclaimed materials. The Council approved his design.and proposed placement.
Washington Heights - The 5700
block of DeGiverville has selected a
block captain for Blitz Day.
Playground - The funds received
from the Whitaker Foundation must
be returned because it was earmarked
for a playground only. Will wait six
months to make a request for money
for another project.
Recycling - See above.
Recreation - Report presented by
Arthelda Busch. The recreation committee thanks Lana Stein for the article in a recent issue of the Times of
Skinker DeBaliviere and also Alderman McGuire for helping to open up
Hamilton's gym two nights per week.
Busy preparing for softball which will
begin in June. The basketball coach
thanked the anonymous donor who
donated funds to purchase two basketballs.
Concern was raised about the number of children playing ball in the culde-sac at Nina Place. A request was
made for a letter to be sent to
Hamilton requesting the school be
open on week-ends to accommodate
children and provide increased recreational programs for the youth. Alderman McGuire will talk with Dr.
Glenda Bryant, Principal of Hamilton,
regarding this subject.
Reminder: a kite-flying festival will
be held at Forest Park on Saturday,
April 13, from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Free kites will be distributed.

Suggestion made of a Skinker
DeBaliviere walk as an activity for
adults. Pastor Merritt will provide information about distribution of food.
Community Fund - Money still
available.
VU. Other Business
Shirley Polk requested information
about the new laundromat on
DeBaliviere and wondered why the
5700 and 5800 blocks of DeGiverville
were not informed of the new business. Response was no special permits or variances are necessary for this
type of business. No procedure
whereby residents would be notified.
A letter was sent from Skinker
DeBaliviere to the property owner asking for closing by 11 p.m. and an attendant present during hours open for
business. No problems have been observed.
Maggie Hart-Mahon presented a
chart of block captains in place for
Skinker DeBaliviere. Board members
were asked to secure representation
for their blocks if not already in place.
A newly-revised job description for
block captains was handed out. An
appreciation party for block captains
was suggested as an incentive to serve,
to show appreciation and recognition
party, and as an opportunity to meet
other block captains.
The facilities committee reported
that if unable to find another site, we
should increase size of meeting room
at the present location. Laure will provide some sketches.
Arthelda Busch commented that
residents on 6000 block of Washington would like to attend Commercial
Committee meetings but cannot
make a daytime meeting. Lana will
suggest an evening meeting to the
committee.
Ann Smith Can moved to adjourn;
seconded by Gregory Freeman and
approved.
Meeting adjourned at 9:46 p.m.
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IN YOUR EAR
by Hawkeye 0. Hoerr
More is less. That's always been
the case, but it's even more true in
today's fast-paced society where
technology offers a new convenience or labor-saving device each
week. If it's pluggable, you can be
sure that more is definitely less.
After all, I have a computer, so
why does it take me longer to write
things? In fact, I have three cornputers, two at home and one at
work, but I don't seem more efficient. My letters haven't gotten
shorter, my memos are no more
to the point, and now I can not only
lose papers, I can also lose disks. I
have RAM, ROM, and megabytes
of memory, but I can't figure out
what I've titled that memo I wrote
last November, so I can't find it. I
have spell-check in my computer,
but it doesn't catch the differences
in homonyms, among to, too, and
two, for example, so I carelessly
send out error-laden letters too
colleagues and friends to. Their
spelled write butt or out of context;
sea?
Then there's the television. We
used to have five channels — 2, 4,
5, 9, and 11. Then channel 30
UHF (sounds like something Maxie,
my dog, would say) came, so we
had six offerings. The bad news
was that there wasn't much worthwhile on television, but the good
news is that there weren't many
places where you could watch it.
Now, because I'm a cable kind
of guy, I have at least 40 channels.
But there are no more good offerings than there used to be. What's
happened is that there are more
bad things to see. We used to only
have five options for tedium and
pandering, now there are scores of
offerings to dull the mind. So the
proportion of good versus bad television, never strong to begin with,
has declined dramatically — or is it
melodramatically? (This complaint
about what's on the tube, of course,
excludes rich offerings like ESPN,
the all-sports channel, and WRYY,
the all-girls-doing-aerobics-inskimpy-outfits channel.) I mean,
how many times can you watch
reruns of "My Mother, The Car,"
"Baywatch," "Bonanza," or "I
Dream Of Jeannie"? (OK, scratch
Baywatch from this list. You can
always watch Baywatch reruns,
and, in fact, they're better without
the sound.)
I know, snail-breath, you're
thinking, "What about the microwave oven?" HA! Surely you can't
suggest that microwaves have either (a) improved the quality of eating or (b) saved time! Yes, there
are some,. redeeming features.
Thanks to my trusty microwave I
can now have popcorn in three
minutes, 15 seconds, and thanks
to microwave when I finally found
where I sat my coffee cup, I can
once again have piping (Lorie) hot
coffee. But as far as quality? In
my freezer, even as I write, the first
wife has fifteen, count 'em, frozen
TV dinners. (You should know
you're in trouble eating anything
that has "TV" in the name!) They
range from Lean Cuisine, to
Healthy Choice to Stouffer's Mainstays to Gourmet For One, but
what they all share .is the same
taste: chicken. Even if the dish is
beef or fish, the taste is chicken.
Enchiladas, fish-sticks, egg rolls, or
hush puppies, it doesn't matter;
they all taste likechicken. And as

far as saving time, if it's true that
the microwave saves time, answer
these questions: if you use the microwave, Do you leave work earlier? Do you have more time to
relax? Are there now extra minutes in your day? Spending the
time you gain by using the microwave is a bit like spending the
money that you saved at the Eddie
Bauer sale. Truly, what the microwave does best is tell time; it is always accurate and never needs
winding.
Finally, under advanced technology, labor-saving devices that are
designed to make our lives easier,
let's look at the car phone. You've
heard the statistics about accidents

LEE FIORE,

and car-phones, right? If you're
talking on the phone while driving,
you are 6.7 more times to be in an
accident than if you're just driving.
Well, no wonder! The other day
while on a field-trip, driving to
Chesterfield so see the skinning of
naugahides, I had seven people call
me in my car. Two were selling
aluminum siding, one asked if I
would like a subscription to the
POST (which I already get, I told
her in no uncertain terms), two
were wrong numbers, one was a
real estate agent looking for my
wife, and one was someone from
work, calling to complain about
something that could have waited
until the next day ("It's not a complaint," she said, "but a sugges-

M.A., L.P.C.

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ASSOCIATES
announces relocation of her practice
PSYCHOTHERAPY
SPECIALIZING IN CHILDHOODTRAUMA
AND
DIVORCE RELATED ISSUES

Parkway Tower, Suite 321
225 S. Meramec Ave.
Clayton, MO 63105

DELMAR
CLEANERS
Your neighborhood cleaner
with complete cleaning &
laundry service.
6142 Delmar Blvd.
Call 727-6600

727-9088

tion"). I used to be able to escape
in my car, being unreachable for
as long as 10-15 minutes, zipping
along listening to the Archies or the
Four Tops. No I'm only seven button presses away from anyone who
wants me.
No, I'm not a Luddite, but in my
next life I'm going to come back
immune to technological improvements that really aren't improvements at all. In my next life I'll be
a primate at the zoo. No job to
speak of, room and board taken
care of, no need to worry about
the economy or Bosnia, and no
where near an electrical socket.
Pass the bananas, will you?

KINGSBURY
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
420 N. Skinker ( at Kingsbury )

Stephen A. Brammeier DVM
Connie Handlovits DVM
Full Service Grooming Available
Hours By Appointment
9-6:30 Mon.-Thurs. / 9-4:30 Fri./ 10-2 Sat.

721-6251

Our home is in
the
so is our heart.
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CENTRAL WEST END BANK
A Federal Savings Bank
4159•8oliviere • St. lovil, MO63112 - 314.367.8800

