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NEWS ON DELMAR King Commemoration 
Planned at Grace Methodist for 

January 16th 
THE PAGEANT 

In December, 1999, Contemporary 
Productions announced that that co-
presidents Steven F. Schankman and 
Iry Zuckerman have formed a partner-
ship with Joe Edwards and Pat Hagin 
to operate their new live entertainment 
facility for St. Louis. The Pageant will 
be the primary tenant of a new build-
ing owned by Joe Edwards and located 
on the large vacant lot at 6161 Delmar 
Blvd. in the City of St. Louis. The 
50,000 square foot three-story struc-
ture will include 14,000 square feel of 
office space and two retail storefronts. 
New parking lots will be located east 
of the new building and to the rear. 

The 1,500+ capacity venue will 
play host to the best in live entertain-
ment from rock, pop, ja77, and blues, 
from newly signed acts to established 
headliners and will have many features 
to enhance the nightclub entertainment 
experience, including state of the art 
production, superior sight lines and 
balcony seating. 

Commenting on the new partner-
ship, building owner Joe Edwards said, 
"we're incredibly excited about Con-
temporary Production's involvement in 
the Pageant, and believe it ensures that 
it will be world-class venue from the 
day we open the doors." 

Steve Shankman stated, "Iry and I 
are very pleased to be in partnership 
with Joe and Pat in this exciting new 
venture.' Zuckerman continued, "We 
have produced shows in St. Louis for 
over 30 years. The Pageant is a per-
fect new venue for St. Louis." 

Shankman and Zuckerman also ex-
pressed pride in their participation in 
a project that will help revitalize the 
neighborhood where they both grew 
up. Joe Edwards, who also owns Blue-
berry Hill and The Tivoli Theatre in 
the Loop, lives in the neighborhood 
as well. 

Groundbreaking for The Pageant 
will be held this winter, after financing 
is finalized. Edwards said that the ven-
ture has received approvals from the 
City, for compliance with the Delmar 
Redevelopment Guidelines, zoning 
variance, and liquor license. He ex-
pects to announce a major office ten-
ant shortly. 

FORMER A&P 
GROCERY STORE 

RENOVATED 
St. Louis Design Alliance, an archi-

tecture firm which currently has offices 
in University City, is the adventurous 
renovator that is working on the former 
A&P/Bi-Rite Grocery Store building at 
Des Peres and Delmar. During work 
on the building, owners Dave Mastin 
and Jeff Mugg removed the previous 
white vinyl siding and found a wonder-
ful example of Art Deco architecture, 
with many of the geometric brickwork 
features also found on such buildings 
as Fitz Restaurant and the Streetside 
Records building in the Loop. Instead 
of having to build a new entrance, the  

firm is instead restoring the curved 
brickwork entrance and adding the tri-
angular design element to a new fence 
which will be added to their parking 
lot. 

Dave Mastin stated, "We're very 
excited to find such an interesting store-
front to restore. It's apparently one of 
the first Art Deco buildings to be con-
sidered for the Missouri Historic Re-
hab Tax Credit. And we're equally 
excited to be moving to the Delmar 
Link Business Area, where we've been 
welcomed by residents and current 
business owners alike." 

St. Louis Design Alliance will bring 
15 architects and designers to work in 
its new facility and expect to be mov-
ing into the building in February, 2000. 
There will be two retail spaces avail-
able for rental, in addition to the firm's 
office space, which uses the majority 
of the building.  

DOBBS SITE VACANT 
Dobbs Automotive, which has been 

restructuring its business area-wide, has 
closed its Delmar location and sold the 
building. The site was acquired as part 
of the Delmar Link Plan to revitalize 
Delmar, including a transit plaza and 
mixed-use development. As indicated 
on the accompanying graphic, the tran-
sit plaza is expected to utilize a large 
portion of the Dobbs site. 

Funding for the transit plaza was 
part of the grant announced this sum-
mer by the Federal Transit Adminis-
trator Gordon Linton in an announce-
ment at the Delmar MetroLink Station. 
The improvements will not only visu-
ally link the station to the street, they 
will also improve public safety at the 
site, which is currently a problem for 
bus passengers and neighborhood resi-
dents trying to cross to the station. 

AFROCENTRIC 
BOOKS 

Stop by our newest retail neighbor, 
Afrocentric Books, located at 6172 
Delmar, next to the Thai Cafe, in the 
building where White Star Clothing has 
its original location (they've since 
opened a second store in the Loop, 
where A&M Coffee used to be). 

Afrocentric Books' owner Antoine 
Coffer moved his store from Olive in 
University City in part to be nearer the 
retail center and foot traffic along 
Delmar. Coffer, whose store frequently 
features book signings and other corn-
munity events, anticipates growth as 
the retail atmosphere improves east of 
Skinker. 

by Lana Stein 

Each year the Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Council and other neigh-
borhood-based institutions join to-
gether in honoring the legacy of civil 
rights leader, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. In our millenium year, 
the commemoration will be held at 
3:00 p.m. on January 16 at the Grace 
United Methodist Church, located at 
the corner of Skinker and Waterman. 

This is the first time that Grace 
Methodist will host our annual event. 
Some parking will be available at the 
new lot at McPherson and Skinker. 
The theme for this year's commemo-
ration is "Justice through Nonvio-
lence." The speaker who will address 
this theme is Rabbi Susan Talve of the 
Central Reform Congregation. This 
congregation is currently building its 
sanctuary on Waterman at 
Kingshighway. This is the first Jewish 
temple built in the city of St. Louis in 
over a half century. Talve and her 
congregants are committed to strength-
ening the city. 

Several improvements previously 
reported in THE TIMES will begin 
shortly: 

Median for Delmar east of the 
MetroLink Station to DeBaliviere: 
design work has been completed; bid-
ding is going on right now. Construc-
tion should begin in spring, 2000, and 
be completed during the summer. 

Susan Talve 

The New Cote Brilliante Church 
Choir will perform again this year. 

Continued on page 12 

Bridge Rebuilding: Major repairs 
will be done to the bridge over the 
MetroLink line after the median is com-
pleted. The goal is only to shut traffic 
on one side at a time. Engineering is 
being completed right now, with bid-
ding for the work expected in the 
spring. 

Continued on page 12 

SCHEDULED STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
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HARVEY W. SMALL, &KR. 
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The Dorchester 
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st. 14uks. MO 63105 
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- - 

Mayer Funeral Home Inc. 

4356 Lindell Boulevard 
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Guideon Richeson 

DELMAR 
CLEANERS 
Your neighborhood cleaner 
with complete cleaning & 

laundry service. 

6142 Delmar Blvd. 
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Editor's Notebook 
by Lana Stein 

As we enter the year 2000 we have much to be grateful for 
here in Skinker DeBaliviere. We are safer than we were a decade 
or two decades ago. Housing values have risen. We have two 
award-winning community gardens. We have a great library on 
Skinker. There soon will be a playground for our younger resi-
dents. New homes are being constructed in the heart of the neigh-
borhood. We are part of a unique and special place. 

However, we cannot be too sanguine at this holiday season. 
This is the time when burglaries and robberies abound. If you are 
going to be out in the evening leave lights on. Do not leave any 
valuables visible in your car. 

And, please never leave your handbag sitting in your shopping 
cart. That is an instant attraction to those seeking a little extra 
cash. It only takes a second and the purse is gone—as if into thin 
air. 

In the meantime, the lights are looking lovely. Our neighbor 
churches prepare for a very holy day. And, we at the Times are 
most grateful for your support and we wish you all the best of 
everything in 2000. And to all a good night. 

Kudos 
Ronie Haliburton, SDCC Board 

Member from 58xx DeGiverville cel-
ebrated her 50th wedding anniversary 
on Dec. 18. She and her husband re-
peated their exchange of vows at their 
church with family and friends joining 
in the joyous occasion. 

George Storey, of 57)o: Waterman, 
ventured to Florida in late October to 
compete in the Senior Olympics golf 
tournament. Cheered on by wife Rose 
and several of their children, George 
finished in the top quarter. 

Monica Hammond, 61xx 
Westminster, daughter of Linda and 
Mary Nodiff, had the starring role in 
Crossroads School's production of 
"The Yellow Boat." Ms. Hammond, 
who wishes to be an actress, won many 
bravas for her performance in this gut- 

Continued below right 

Neighborhood 
Events and Meetings 

1/6 	Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Com-
memoration Committee Meeting, 
6008 Kingsbury, 6:00 p.m. 

1/10 Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council Board Meeting, 6008 
Kingsbury, 7:00 p.m. All neigh-
bors welcome. Election of Officers 

1/12 Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Housing Corporation Board 
Meeting, 6008 Kingsbury, 12:00 noon. 

1/16 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration, Grace United Methodist 
Church, 6195 Waterman, 3:00 p.m. 

2/14 Valentines Day! Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Meeting, 
6008 Kingsbury, 7:00 p.m. All welcome! 

Other Events of Interest 
1/3-31 Daniel Raedeke exhibits his paintings at the Gallery of the University 

City Public Library 

1/13 St. Louis Urban Forum: Bohemian Hill with Carolyn Hewes Toll, 
7pm, 225 S. Skinker, free 

2/12-13 	Grand Opening of the Emerson Electric Center at the Mis- 
souri History Museum in Forest Park 

2/17 St. Louis Urban Forum: Building Better Schools with Cleveland 
Hammonds Jr., Lana Stein, and Mark Manelli, 7pm, 225 S. Skinker, 
free 

2/24 Legal scholar Derrick Bell to speak at the Missouri History Museum, 
7pm, free 

Archway Update 
Archway's permit to expand into a renovated first floor of its building at Pershing 

and DeBaliviere was not granted. Archway, a substance abuse treatment center, 
appealed this denial to the Board of Adjustment. At a hearing in early Decem-
ber, the Board heard testimony from those asking that the denial be overturned 
and the permit granted. Time ran out before opponents of the permit could 
testify. Archway has 72 beds at its facility for treating residential clients. It 
intends to expand its outpatient services considerably even though its facility has 
no parking. According to an Archway board member, residential loses money. 
More outpatients are needed to pay the bills and lessen a dependency on 
fundraising. Alderman Lyda Krewson and SDCC President Gary Hayes want 
Archway to agree to a cap on their outpatient services. The DeBaliviere Associa-

tion and the SDCC support this posi-
tion as does neighboring Crossroads 
School. Archway has refused to do 
this as of this writing. The hearing 

wrenching play about a child suffering 	will resume on Jan. 12 at 1:30pm in 
from AIDS. Crossroads is committed 	Room 208 City Hall. Neighbors con- 
to the arts and held a festival in Octo- 	cerned about this issue are invited to 
ber. 	Neighborhood artist Bill 	attend the hearing or to contact Ald. 
Christman engaged in a little perfor- 	Krewson at 622-3287 or the SDCC 
mance art: A bonfire lit the night. 	at 862-5122. 

Neighborhood 
History 

Fundraiser 
A Big Success 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of Lois 
Schoemehl, Kathleen Williams, JoAnn 
Vatcha, Linda Nodiff, Julie Schoemehl, 
Sue Rothschild, Maggie Hart, and King 
Schoenfeld, and to the generosity of 
Peggy Droege and her parents Bob and 
Betty Renard in opening their lovely 
home, we had a wonderful party on 
November 6. Our celebration drew not 
only current residents, but many who 
have moved to other places in the St. 
Louis area, but who retain a special 
affection for the people and places of 
Skinker DeBaliviere. See the pictures 
on pages 7, 10, and 12. 

More Kudos 
Continued from upper left 

Calendar



Rosedale Neighborhood Asociation hosted its 32nd Halloween Party. About 
80 children were entertained by Hootz the Clown. The costume winners were 

Thonnaka Belle 	Ghost 
Emily Cross 	Opera Singer 
Sarah Jane Cross Phantom of the Opera 
Anthony Finurson Devil 
Azariah Fowler 	Ladybug 
Alvaro Gudiswitz 	Peter Pan 
Isaac Parker 	Monster House 
Leslie Ramey 	Flower Child 
Parker Schultz, 
John Schultz, 
Gretchen Barry 	Cat In The Hat Trio 
Loring Shelburg 	Princess 
Alexis Short 	Bumblebee 

Comrniftee: 
Art Santen 
Amy Gill 
Scott Santen 
2 Washington 

University students 

The 28th Ward Regular Democratic 
Club will hear presentations from can-
didates who are running for federal, 
state and city offices in the Democratic 
Primary. The meetings, to be held in 
winter and spring 2000, will allow time 
for each candidate to discuss their views. 
One candidate for each office will be 

endorsed by a vote of the members of 
the 28g' Ward. To wte in the endorse-
ment meeting, you must be a paid 
member of the 28th Ward regular 
Democratic Club and have attended 
two meetings in the last year. Offices 
include governor, treasurer, congress-
men, state senator, prosecuting attor- 

Meet your friends for: 

acon, usage ggs 
Golden Waffles 

Biscuits & Gravy 
Fresh Fruit 

Blueber Muffins 

28th Ward Democrats to Hear Candidates Views 
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Mary Ann Cawley-Shickman Halloween Party Publishes Autobiography 

by Candace O'Connor 

For ten years, Mary Ann Cawley-
Shkkman dispensed books along with 
her own brand of warmth and humor 
at Skinker Debaliwre's neighborhood 
library, the tiny, old Kingsbury Kiosk. 
Many neighbors will recall her summer 
reading programs that urged their chil-
dren to visit the library and read, 
read, read. Now that she's retired, 
she has time to write her own life 
story, The Madness of Mary 
Ann...a Kaleidoscope of Life Ex-
pel fence. 

This newly published book, 
available at Left Bank Books ($12), 
is a quirky account of Cawley-
Shkkman's disastrous early child-
hood, her battles with bipolar dis-
order, the doctors who helped her 
(and who didn't), her marriage, 
travels and multi-faceted career. 

Father Walter Ong, S.J., calls 
the book "very different, but ap-
pealing to a lot of people locally. 
Even the flaws have charm." It also 
shows Cawley-Shickman, he adds, 
to be "very open and accepting of 
people." 

One chapter deals with a little-
documented piece of local history: "the 
Farm," an early-1960s haven for cre-
ative thinkers, located in Defiance, Mis-
souri. The people who visited the 
Farm, largely St. Louis University 

ney and committeeman and commit-
teewoman. Meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of each month, except 
in the summer months, at John's Town 
Hall, 625 S. Skinker. The group has 
given early endorsements to candidates 
Nancy Farmer for Treasurer and State 
Senator Lacy Clay for Congress. 

graduates, included SLU history pro-
fessor and neighborhood resident Jim 
Hitchcock, as well a social worker Jack 
Lane and psychiatrist Jerry Wessel, 
M.D. 

Cawley-Shickman's experiences 
there had a few comical repercussions. 
One member of the Farm community 

was David Farrelly, a bearded, icono-
clastic fellow who once asked Cawley-
Shickman if he could camp out at her 
13th-floor apartment for a few days. 
One night he arrived home late and 
tiptoed into an apartment—on the 
14th floor. 

"He came in saying, `Your Uncle 
David is home,'" Cawley-Shickman 
writes. "The elderly lady who lived 
there got hysterical. David tried to calm 
her, but that just made It worse." 

But the Farm also had much more 
serious repercussions in Cawley-
Shickman's life. Her conversations 
there awakened in her a strong sense 
of social fustice 	and stimulated her to 
act. From that point on, she became 
deeply involved in the Civil Rights 
movement and the anti-war movement 
of the 1960s and '70s. 

This book captures Cawley-
Shickrnan's full but difficult life. Seen 
in that light, it is an affirmation that 
courage and perseverance—mixed 
with kindness and good medicine—can 
triumph over very difficult odds indeed. 

Hamburgers • Jerk Chicken 
Vegetarian Specials 

Appetizers • Chili • Salads. 
NEW Veggie Burger • Soups 

* * 
4r BREAKFAST .ierved 

every. day S. night from 11 am 

6504 Delmar • 727-0881) 

Meeting and endorsement dates: 
January 20 - Regular meeting 7:30 p.m.. 
February 17 - Regular meeting 7:30 p.m. 
February 24 - Endorsement for March 6 presidential primary 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
March 16 - Regular meeting 7:30 p.m. 
April 20 - Endorsement meeting for August primary 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
August 8 - Primary election for federal, state and city offices 
The public is invited to attend and hear the candidate's views on the issues at these forums. 

Blueberry
Hill



OFF. 721-5600 
RES. 862-5071 

BROKER ® 
ASSOCIATE 

KARLEEN 0. HOERR 
LIFE MEMBER MILL/ON DOLLAR CLUB 

LIFE MEMBER MULTIMILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

DANIEL B. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO. 
360 N. SKINKER BLVD. 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63130 

KINGSBURY 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL, 

420 N. Skinker ( at Kingsbury ) 

Stephen A. Brammeier DVM 
Kim Setting DVM 

Full Service Grooming Available 
Hours by Appointment 

9-6:30 Mon.-Thurs./ 9-4:3 Fri / 10-2 
Sat. 

721-6251 

COLONIAL 
RUG COMPANY 

6191 Delmar 

Complete Floor Service 
Remnants Always in Stock 

Bill Schiller 

726-3281 
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Times Editor Lana Stein 
Publishes Book on Urban Education 
CITY SCHOOLS AND CITY POLITICS 

by JoAnn Vatcha 

Publication of this new book could 
hardly be more timely. The recent loss 
of accreditation of the St. Louis Public 
Schools has put an end to hope that 
conditions might have improved on 
their own over the past few years. 
CITY SCHOOLS AND CITY POLI-
TICS: Institutions and Leadership 
in Pittsburgh, Boston, and St. Louis, 
by John Portz, Lana Stein, and Robin 
R. Jones, was published this fall by the 
University Press of Kansas. Portz is 
an associate professor at Northeastern 
University; Jones is coordinator of 
Community Initiative at the University 
of South Florida; Stein is associate pro-
fessor of political science at the Uni-
versity of Missouri St. Louis. In the 
book, Stein, who also serves as editor 
of THE TIMES OF SKINKER-DE 
BALIVIERE, worked with university 
colleagues to describe and analyze 
three cities with similar political and 

social backgrounds 	and which have 
many school system problems in corn- 
Mon. 

The authors have written a fasci-
nating account of how history and po-
litical structure have led to very differ-
ent responses to the public school cri-
sis, with very different levels of success. 
The book uses some statistics, in a re-
strained and effective way, to show 
how they arrive at the conclusion that 
St. Louis places third in almost every 
way among the three cities analyzed. 

Of particular interest to me are the 
descriptions of the historic, structural 
barriers, which make transformation of 
the St. Louis Public Schools difficult.  
The "cartel-like governing entities" are 
described, and the striking similarities 
of St. Louis' political structure and its 
school system structure are explored. 
Observing that the bureaucracy of the 
St. Louis Public Schools mirrors the 
City government's "machine tradition" 
(p. 113), Stein notes that most City 
politicians have traditionally been 
Catholic and attended archdiocesan 
schools and operate from that frame-
work, whereas most administrators in 
the St. Louis Public Schools went to  

public schools themselves, and, indeed, 
most attended Harris-Stowe. There-
fore, the associations and informal con-
nections, as well as the frame of refer-
ence, remains politically separate. 

In addition, the barriers within the 
school system are formidable. For 
example, the top-heavy administration 
and inbred personnel system is docu-
mented carefully. In 1995, of the top 
10 administrators, 3 had been with the 
system more than 40 years, 3 more 
than 30 years. The remaining 4 had 
all been there at least 24 years. "Seven 
of the top officials had not held an edu-
cational job anywhere else.-  (p.122) In 
addition, there is the dominance 
throughout the system of alumnae from 
Harris-Stowe College. Indeed, Super-
intendent Hammonds (who just this 
month was awarded a 4-year exten-
sion) was the first top administrator 
hired from outside the system. And 

although Hammonds 
was not uncontroversial 
in his past job, here he 
has worked slowly, with 
apparent emphasis on 
the desegregation Issues, 
not educational reform. 

"Institutional inertia" 
is another well docu-
mented topic in the 
chapter about St. Louis. 
A striking example is the 
way in which a retiring 
teacher calculates retire-
ment pay at a higher rate 
if the teacher retires at 
the beginning of the 
school year, rather than 
at the end. "The result 
each fall is that a signifi-
cant number of classes 
lose their teacher s just 
as the new year starts". 
(p. 119) 

The rigidity of the or-
ganization is explored in 
many such interesting 
ways. Also, the book's 
analysis of the desegre-
gation program is very 
thought-provoking. The 

author's lack of enthusiasm for mag-
net schools is in clear contrast to the 
concept of "institutional quality educa-
tion-, defined as having a goal of qual-
ity education for all. Whereas the mag-
net schools have been successful. for 
those lucky enough to attend them, 
even limited successes in Pittsburgh and 
Boston have had the goal of reform-
ing education quality for everyone in 
the system. In St. Louis, by contrast, 
resolving desegregation has been the 
main focus. 

Outside of the internal issues are 
the equally important failures of the  

organized corporate body Civic 
Progress and the City Government to 
effect change. Unlike counterparts in 
Boston and Pittsburgh, in St. Louis, 
Civic Progress has no staff and is too 
highly linked to changes in the busi-
ness climate toward non-local owner-
ship of major corporations. "Civic 
Progress has not played a major role 
in shaping the debate on educational 
reform in St. Louis."(p. 146). 

This major failure is reflected in the 
lack of city government input as well. 
In Boston, where a major instrument 
of change was granting the mayor ap-
pointive power over school commit-
tees—and recognizing that, unlike St. 
Louis, Boston has a strong mayor form 
of government—a new leadership op-
portunity was created that has in-
creased civic capacity and led to some 
reforms there. In St. Louis, the courts 
took over, and the mayor said he had 
too much on his plate. Civic Progress 
offers big-screen 'TVs as incentives to 
come to school (and still 25% of the 
students are absent the first week). In 
ranking the three cities for school re-
form, St. Louis is last again. 

As the academic reviewers note, 
this is a "first-rate book ... with appeal 
to a wide audience" (Barbara Ferman). 
While all three authors have written 
clearly and well about their cities, it is 
naturally St. Louis we find most com-
pelling. Though I—like most St .  
Louisans I know—frequently feel that 
I must not have the "big picture" in my 
own knowledge of the schools, after 
reading this book, I felt my doubts con-
firmed and expanded. Truly, whether 
the St. Louis Public Schools can be 
successfully reformed remains a very 
big question, Since the state's action 
on reaccreditation, we as a community 
have finally begun to acknowledge the 
urgency of the issue. This book points 
out many possible approaches to re-
form, and the many obstacles we have 
structured around us. Will we even try 
to do anything? 

photo by King Schoenfeld 



PREFACE TO "THE FUTURE": 
Over the last several months, we have been reprinting the 1973 History of "The 

Neighborhood", written by Gee Stuart, Kathy Harleman, and Sue Tepas. With this issue, 
we conclude this retrospective by printing their glimpse into the future". That future has, 
of course, become the past, as the last twenty-seven years have unfolded. 

In the next issue—the first issue in the year 2000—we will begin our own look back at 
the neighborhood's past. As we have been inviting you to participate in this endeavor, we 
have received a great deal of information from many of you. The "Once and Again" party 
in November was a wonderful success, and we thank most warmly all those who came or 
called or wrote to bring additional momentos and memories to our attention. The Neigh-
borhood Archives will contain all of these writings and photos. From Joe Botz, for ex-
ample, we now have newsletters from the Washington Heights Association from 1965 and 
1966; from Art Santen, photos of and from the St. Roch bell tower; personal memories 
from Joe Edwards, Greg Freeman, Nan Thomas, Tom McPherron, Joan Bender, Peggy 
Hermes and many, many more. All these will be included in the Archives and will be used 
as source material for our writing. All those who contribute will be listed in the book to be 
published in 2000. 

It's not too late to be a part of the project. If you have memories of Skinker-DeBaliviere 
up to the mid-70's, please direct them to us promptly, as that will be the subject of our 
first installment in February, 2000. Memories of even earlier times in the neighborhood 
will be incorporated into the archives for continued documentation and research. Send 
them to Jo Ann Vatcha at 6117 Westminster, 63112. Please let us know if you want 
something back. 

As you read the predictions made by our 70's authors, it is interesting to reflect on 
what has become reality and what has not. In 1973, for example, there was'hope that the 
neighborhood would have direct input into the public schools, that busing would be elimi-
nated and a neighborhood school would be intact once again. In 1973, the corner of 
McPherson and Skinker was home to Barry Leader Drugs and Pershing and DeBaliviere 
home to Garavelli's restaurant. The authors saw these as forming the "stable" core for 
commercial enterprise in our neighborhood. But this was not to be. 

And so, as you read their brief glimpse into "The Future", think not only of what they 
couldn't possibly see—Feinberg Real Estate located in 1999 where Barry Drugs was in 
1973—a strip mall in place of Garavelli's, but take note, too, of their faith in the people 
of the neighborhood and their belief that our neighborhood would survive. 

Then in 2000 see our first "NEW" installment, in which we will start our look at the 
difficulties of the 60's and 70's and some of the efforts made by residents to work with 
each other to address: health care (The People's Clinic); vacant buildings (Pershing Rede-
velopment and West End Townhouse); blockbusting and fears of racial divide (the Resi-
dential Service, Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council, the Paper). There'll be more 
on the Art Fair, the Dinner-Theatre, the impact of Father Peet and St. Roch's, and maybe 
a little politics, too. Continuation of THE NEIGHBORHOOD CHRONICLES begins in 
February, 2000. 
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Neighborhood Chronicles 
Part 4. 

The Times Revisits and 
Updates the History of Skinker DeBaliviere 

 the NEIGHBORHOOD 
A history of Skinker-deBaliviere 

by Kathleen M. Harleman, Georgiana B. Stuart, Susan K. Tepas 

The Future 
We see the future of the Skinker-DeBaliviere 

Neighborhood to be a healthy one for many 
reasons. The housing stock is a very important 
reason for optimism. Our neighborhood is for-
tunate to have a diversified supply of residences 
from efficiency units to large gracious homes. 
Consequently, housing needs from those of an 
individual to those of a large family can be satis-
fied in our neighborhood. The construction of 
the buildings is such that, as mentioned earlier, 
the some quality of home would cost at least 
five times the current market value to replace, 
and probably could not be duplicated due to the 
unavailability of croftsmen and the extreme ex-
pense of fine materials. Prices of neighborhood 
property hove been going up, but our quality 
homes are still a bargain. These assets of our 
housing stock are reflected in the statistics (of 
houses for sale) kept by the Residential Service. 
The demand for homes in our neighborhood 
has risen steadily. Currently, although there are 
only eight houses for sale, there are 22 families 
who are looking for homes in the neighborhood. 
(64) 

(Readers should remember that this section was 
written in 1973.) 

The schools are another reason to be opti-
mistic about the future of our neighborhood. 
For years St. Roch's Catholic Church has looked 
beyond its own members. Seeing the overcrowd-
ing in the public school, St. Roch's has admira-
bly filled a need in our community. Not only has 
their school operated with a policy of open en-
rollment, but has also been responsive to par-
ent suggestion. 

Realizing that a neighborhood school is vi-
tal to the future of a neighborhood, residents of 
the Skinker-DeBaliviere Neighborhood urged 
that some solution must be found for the over-
crowding at Hamilton Public School. From this, 
the Hamilton District Reference Committee was 
organized by action of the Superintendent of 
Schools, Clyde Miller. It consists of representa-
tives from the Board of Education, the Skinker-
DeBaliviere Community Council, public school 
administrators and teachers, parents and at-large 
members. On April 4, 1973, a proposed plan 
for the 1973-74 school year was presented at 
the committee's initial meeting by Charles 
Brasfield, Superintendent of the Northwest- 

Mrs. Jean Plane Caberna (Jan Grimed and grand children 
Mary Virginia Krngsbury [Coming A. Rawl De Csiverulle) 
Adak Louise Kngsbury DLLs. A. M. Waterman) 
JJes Caberrna Kingsbury 

Soldan District. In telephone conversations with 
Samuel Gregory, Assistant Superintendent of 
the Northwest-Soldan District and Calvin B. 
Stuart, Jr., we learned that the plan calls for a 
"new" public school which will operate in the 
present Hamilton Branch Three building, for 
grades Kindergarten through fourth. It will elimi-
nate the current bussing to Wheatley and Mitchell 
schools. This will involve a redistricting with some 
of Hamilton's school population changed to sur-
rounding elementary schools; however, all stu-
dents from our neighborhood would be in the 
Hamilton District. Teachers have been informed 
of the proposed plan, and the Board of Educa-
tion has approved it. In the next few weeks, 
there will be several meetings to discuss the plan 
with as many residents as possible. So we see 
our neighborhood in the future served both by 
a quality private school and a desirable public 
school which together will maoke the area more 
attractive for families with children. 

We believe that there will be a growth and 
redevelopment of commercial facilities to en-
hance the neighborhood's future. The contin-
ued existence of such "neighborhood institu-
tions" as Garavelli's (owned by Byron Tompras) 
and Barry Leader Drugs (owned by Sidney A. 
Goldberg) are examples of the stable clientele 
our neighborhood offers to merchants. The 
plans of the Kingsbury Redevelopment Corpo-
ration reflect this neighborhood asset in desig-
nating a portion of the redevelopment area for 
commercial use. Immediately to our west, the 
Loop Area of University City has come back to 
life to meet the commercial and entertainment 
needs of its residents. With continued resident 
pressure, commercial establishments cannot 
practically ignore the fertile market in our neigh-
borhood. 

In the future as in the past. the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere Neighborhood will hove a 
desirable location in relation to the entire met- 
ropolitan St. Louis area. There is easy access to 
all major_interstate highways and the Inner and 
Outer Belts. If rapid transit is ever developed in 
St. Louis, there is reason to believe it will be in 
close proximity to our neighborhood. We are 
only 12 minutes from downtown Broadway and 
seven minutes from the Clayton shopping dis-
trict. We are convenient to either an Illinois air-
port or an expanded Lambert-St. Louis Inter-
national Airport. 

As for the negative aspects of city living, 
people are beginning to realize that urban prob-
lems do not stop at the St. Louis City Limits. 
Blight and crime have moved westward with the 
population. Statistics for the last year show that 
the crime rate in the city in general and our 
neighborhood in particular is decreasing. The 
"crowding" of the city is also lessening in our 
neighborhood. Our residents' insistence on strict 
housing code enforcement has 
forced occupancy rates to go 
down, and the redevelopment 
plans will lessen the density in 
that area. 

Continued on next page 



ST LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
THURSDAY. AUG. 9. 1973 

HAPPINESS IS ... compiling a history of the neighborhood in which you live and hal-

ing it published. That's what Mrs. GeorginaB. Stuart, (left), Mrs. Kathleen Harleman 

(center) and Mrs. Susan Tepas did in "The Neighborhood—A History of Skinker-DeBali-

viere." (Post-Dispatch Photo) 

History of Skinker-DeBaliviere 
Published By 3 Area Boosters 

Neighborhood Chronicles 
Photos from 
the "Once and 
Again" Party 
November 6 

Editor Lana Stein(seated at 
right) was busy at the sign-in 
table at the main door of the 
lovely home of Bob and Betty 
Renard and their daughter 
Peggy Droege. 

Dottie Santen, Rosemarie 
Storey, Dina Vatcha, 
Kathleen Cook, and two 
others we regret we were 
unable to identify make 
their contributions and 
their name tags at the door 

more photos on pages 10 and 12 

Joe Botz, Dave 
Garin, Peggy 
Hermes (a former 
editor of The Times), 
Bette Botz, and 
JoAnn Vatcha 
(another past editor) 
enjoy the 
opportunity to catch 
up with each other 
and share 
neighborhood 
memories for the 
new history that 
JoAnn is preparing. 

Join us again in February, 2000, for the first installment of the 
Year 2000 Neighborhood Chronicles, a History of the Skinker-
DeBaliviere Neighborhood.  

Gee Stuart (far right) is one of the authors of the original neighborhood history. 
She and her husband Cal are reminiscing with Sue and Sandy Rothschild. 
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History Of Skinker-DeBaliviere Area 

By ELLEN SWEETS 
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff 
For three young women livi-

ng on McPherson Avenue in 
the west end of St. Louis, the 
tie that binds their neighbor. 
hood together can be found in 
irchives detailing the city's his-
tory. So for almost a year Mrs. 
Kathleen Harleman, Mrs. Su-
san K. Tepas and Mrs. Geor-
giana Stuart researched the 
history of the Skinker-DeBali-
viere area. The end result of 
their labors has been compiled 
in a little booklet called "The 
Neighborhood — A History of 
Skinker-DeBaliviere." 

The Skinker-DeBaliviere area 
is bounded by DeBaliviers Ave-
nue on the east, Lindell Boule-
vard on the south, Westgate 
Avenue on the west and Del-
mar Boulevard on the north. 

22 

Within it are the Parkview 
Heights and Rosedale-Skinker 
Neigborhood associations, and 
Washington Heights Neighbors, 
a third commmunity organiza-
tion. All are concerned with 
preserving the residential char-
acter of the area and the 
charm of many of the old 
houses and apartment build. 
ings. 

The threesome undertook the 
project primarily because, as 
Mrs. Stuart put it, "We live in 
the area and really believe in 
it. We had been casually dis-
cussing the fact that there was 
a lot of old St. Louis history 
interwoven with the hisory of 
the area, and decided people 
ought to know more about it." 

Then too, as is pointed out in 
the introduction to the 50-page 

• FROM PAGE ONE 
fusion in the work, which oc-
cur mainly when time se-
quences shift back and forth 
from the late 1800s to the early 
1900s. 

Because development of the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere area was 
interwoven with the develop-
ment of Forest Park and the 
1904 World's Fair, there are 
references to streets such as 
Kingshighway, which is de-
scribed as "a muddy lane run-
ning through a flat swampy 
meadow" which included the 
land that is'now Portland Place 
and Westmoreland Place. 

There is a brief discussion 
of how Thomas Skinker and 
William Forsythe, two of the 
most powerful landowners in 
the area, figured in the acqui-
sition of land for what was to 
become Forest Park, and how 
Forest Park catapulted St. 
Louis to world-wide prominence 
as the site of the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition in 1904. 

On the other hand, there are 
gaps between 1920 and the pres-
ent. And although there is 
much discussion of the color-
ful history which shaped the 
area, the not-so-colorful aspects 
of how the area declined in 
the 1950s is skimmed over. But 
the authors compensate for 
these blank spots by admitting 
that they didn't have enough 
time to do the job as thoroughly 
as they had wanted. 

The booklet can be obtained 
for 51 from the Skinker-DeBali-
viere Community Council of-
fice, 6008 Kingsbury Avenue. 

It represents an extremely 

competent effort on the part of 
three housewives and mothers 
who somehow managed to 
squeeze trips to the Missouri 
Historical Society, various pub-
lic libraries, city hall and 
Washington University's libra-
ries between trips to the gro-
cery, the "Stay N' Play" 
neighborhood day care center 
and schools. 

Actually, the three women 
spent nearly every Tuesday for 
almost a year researching,-
writing and rewriting. Their 
diligence is especially impres-
sive because none of them had 
ever done any writing outside 
of academic studies. 

Mrs. Stuart, whose husband 
Calvin is executive director of 
the Skinker-DeBaliviere Com-
munity Council, has completed 
over 20 hours toward her Ph.D. 
and is a former resident of 
south St. Louis. Mrs. Tepas, 
who is from western Pennsyl-
vania, has completed her mas-
ter's degree and Mrs. Harle-
man, who is from Florissant, 
'nas worked for an advertising 
agency. 

The three live within a few 
doors of one another and all 
were drawn to the prospect of 
writing the booklet by a mu-
tual love of the area in which 
they live—so much so, in fact, 
that they plan to dig in again 
to fill in some of the gaps 
missed in their initial work. 

"Our husbands were just 
great about the time we took 
away from almost everything 
at the end," Mrs. Tepas re.  

calls, "but they almost flipped 
out when we told them we 
planned to do it again." She 
said that the husbands had 
been "fantastic... in their sup-
port of the novice authors. 

In closing their booklet, the 
women point out that their pre-
diction of a healthy future for 
the neighborhood rests in the 
people who live there. "They 
(the people) are working to-
gether for the future, and it is 
the people living here who 
make Skinker-DeBaliviere not 

just an area, but a Neighbor. 
hood." 

Neighborhood Chronicles 
The most important reason for our prediction of a healthy future for the neighborhood is the people who live here. They are working 

together for this future, and it is the people living here who make Skinker-DeBaliviere not just an area, but a NEIGHBORHOOD. 

chronicle, 1973 is the 100th an-
niversary of the subdivision of 
the Kingsbury Farm—land that 
was owned by one of St. 
Louis's earliest settlers. The 
booklet offers not only a gen-
ealogy of Kingsbury descend-
ants, including such familiar 
names as Chouteau, Cabanne, 
Gratiot, Labbadie. Papin, Wat-
erman and DeGiverville, but 
also an 1873 surveyor's map of 
the farm to aid the reader, 

The booklet traces the back-
ground of the Skinker-DeBali-
viere area through its myriad 
of property owners from 1779 
to the turn of the century when 
the River des Peres was still 
flooding and causing residents 
great trouble. 

There are gray areas of con- 

TURN TO PAGE 2, COL S 

Arm and Jim McCarthy wait 
for King and Dee Schoenfeld 
to sign in. Ann and Jim were 
among a number of people 
who returned to the 
neighborhood for this reunion-
like occasion. 

The Neighborhood 
	

A History of Skinker DeBaliviere 
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Stephanie Schiller and Laure Porterfield handle 
administrative tasks for the Garden Tour. Andy and 
Linda Cross, who are major forces behind the 
McPherson Garden, look on. 

Garden Tour July 17 for 
Community Garden 

The Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council sponsored Garden Tour on 
July 17 for the benefit of the McPherson Community Garden. A ticket for the 
tour provided access to fourteen neighborhood gardens. Dave Schmidt of 
61XX McPherson documented the event and we are pleased to display his 
photos here. 

Below: Susan Littlefield of Waterman Blvd. 

Above: Ken Cohen of 61XX Kingsbury demonstrates what 
gardens are for. 

Above: Katja Buckley of the 6000 block of Westminster in her 
inviting garden. 

Karen Branding and Mike Schroeder in their garden on 61XX 
Kingsbury 



Above: Jane and Joe Geiler of 61XX Washington 

Left: Hal and Amy Kennedy of the 6000 block of McPherson 

photos by Dave Schmidt 
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Carla and Roger Duncan and son, Ben, 6lxx McPherson Joe and Nancy Gruneisen, 61xx Washington, joint garden with 
Frank and Flossie Driscole 

Carla Duncan shows her backyard fish pond to people on the 
tour. 

Dee and Gary Hayes of 6100 block of McPherson show the 
pleasure they get from their garden 
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Morephotos from "Once and Again" Party November 6 

Vin and Jean Eberle stopped in briefly and are talking with Bob 

Renard. John Cross is at right. 

Peter Schmidt (in festive shirt, Paul Kurtz, Margie Brammeler, Ken 

Cohen. Katie Kurtz (another former editor of The Times) catch up 

near the Renard's dining room where contributed hors d'oeuvres 

were arrayed. 

Ann Stapenhorst and her sister Dorothy Hogan, lifelong residents 
of 61XX McPherson, joined the party. Jim Flynn and an 
unidentified guest have a chat behind the ladies. 

"City Living at Its Best" 

White I-Shirts with neon green legend and a silhouette skyline portray-
ing neighborhood vistas are still available for purchase through the SDCC 
office While quantities are limited in some sizes, we've heard your request 
and now offer adult sizes S -M- L - XL and XXL, all at one low price of 
$12.00. These soft, 100% cotton shirts are also great sleep shirts: 

Complete the following order form and send it with your check to Skinker 
DeBalivere Community Council, 6008 Kingsbury, St Louis MO 63112, 
or stop by and pick up your shirt during regular business hours. Questions? 
Call 862-5122.  

0 Yes, please send me a neighborhood T-Shirt In the 
following size: 

S 	XL XXL 

Total quantity ordered at $12.00 each 	Shirts 
TOTAL ENCLOSED $ 	  

(make checks payable to Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council) 

Your 
name 

Address_ 	

Phone (days) 
(evenings) 

Mary Schmidt. sporting an heirloom Times T-shirt celebrates with 
Bette Botz and Rosemarie Storey. 

Hitch Powell, Rich Lake, Peggy Hermes, Dan Schesch, Ed Stout. 
Joe Botz, Dan Shea, and Nan Thomas enjoy this lovely home. 

Vince Schoemehl served as bartender for much of the evening. 
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Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council 
Board of Directors Meeting 

September 13, 1999 
(corrected 10-12-99) 

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council 
Board of Directors Meeting 

October 12, 1999 
Minutes 

In Attendance: President Gary L. 
Hayes, Directors: Dan Bailey, Ann 
Smith Carr, 

Lara Doyle, Peggy Droege, Greg 
Freeman, Amy Gill, Steve Givens, 
Ronie Haliburton, 

Maggie Hart-Mahon, Shashi Kara, 
Gwen Lazard, Shirley Polk, Dan 
Schesch, Paula Sigman, Lana Stein. 
Guests: Andy Cross (Beautification 
Committee Chair), Joe Edwards, 

Pat Hagin, David Mastin (St. Louis 
Design Alliance), Jon Parker, JoAnn 
Vatcha. 

Staff: Gary Boehnke (Housing 
Corporation Project Administrator), 
Laure Porterfield (SDCC Executive 
Director). 

Absent: Jane Geller, Ruth Johnson, 
Susan Littlefield, Rev. Mild Merritt. 

The meeting was called to order at 
7:07 p.m. 

Minutes from August meeting were 
corrected and approved. 

Welcome and Introductions: 
JoAnn Vatcha was introduced as 

the chair of Delmar Commercial Dis-
trict Committee. Planned improve-
ments and construction plans were dis-
cussed, including: 

A. Pageant Theater: Joe Edwards 
and Pat Hagin showed building plans 
and drawings; parking problems have 
been resolved. Asked for a letter of 
support in seeking liquor license, con-
ditional use variance and neon sign. 
Dan Schesch objected to the liquor li-
cense being issued to an establishment 
that would not or required to provide 
food service. Motion to provide a let-
ter of support for the project was made 
by Greg Freeman, seconded by Shirley 
Polk. Motion passed (14 yes, 1 ab-
stention). 

B. St. Louis Design Alliance: 
Bought the A &P building. They plan 
to move quickly to ready building by 
November for 25 employees and one 
or two retail spaces. Asking for a sup-
port letter for a conditional use vari-
ance. Motion made by Lana Stein, 
seconded by Dan Schesch. Passed 
unanimously. 

C. Afrocentric Books has moved 
to 61XX Delmar. 

D. White Star Clothing staying at 
61XX Delmar and opening a second 
location in the Loop. 

E. Boys to Men Clothing store to 
close after the holidays. Building will 
become a law office. 

Paula Sigman was asked to recap 
request from Archway Communities. 
Sigman spoke of plans to expand; ad-
dressed concern about increased cli-
ents, traffic. Requested support for 
conditional use. Billy Handmaker of 
Crossroads School spoke to oppose 
expansion. Dan Bailey of Kingsbury 
Square again raised the question of 
ambulance calls, Lana Stein moved to 
oppose expansion and issuance of a 
variance. There were twelve votes in 
support of the motion, three absten-
tions. The Council agreed to work with 
Archway to find a new location 

Committees: 
Security Report: presented 

by Police Officer Don Reynolds. Prop-
erty crimes up 104%; mostly license 
plate tabs. There have been a couple 
of burglaries, suspects have been 
caught. Tires slashed in Kingsbury 
Square; there is a scam artist alert. 
Very few crimes against people; Wash-
ington University student robbed in 
walkway in University City. 

Rosedale Report: made by 
Amy Gill. Rags to Riches was a suc-
cess, raising nearly $1,000, which was 
split with the Council. Special thanks 
to Sam Green. Rosedale will be able 
to support Halloween and Christmas 
activities. 

III. Beautification Report: pre-
sented by Andy Cross: The McPherson 
garden was entered in another contest; 
will provide plantings for Waterman 
Way. Steering Sub-committee meet-
ing will be September 29, 1999 at 
7:30 p.m. to discuss a new water 
source for the garden. The Housing 
Corporation would like a letter sped- 
fYing• 

1. who is responsible for the wa-
ter bill; 

2. agreement by the Council to 
be responsible for any repairs to the 
new water line. 

3. a listing on the Council insur-
ance. Moved by Amy Gill and seconded 
by Peggy Droege to have Andy pro-
ceed; need to have Board or Execu-
tive Committee approve plan so instal-
lation can be completed. 

1. Playground - Katrina 
Stierholz: reported that the committee 
has raised all money necessary to be-
gin construction. Maggie Hart-Mahon 
and Gary L. Hayes to help with legal 
aspects. Switchback to play October 
2, 1999 at 6:00 p.m. 

Washington Heights -
Shirley Polk: Neighborhood picnic was 
a success. Thanks to all who helped. 

111. Executive Director's Re-
port: Crossroads School to be on 
October agenda to discuss expansion. 
Central West End Neighborhood As-
sociation would like us to work together 
on a redevelopment plan for 
DeBaliviere. Other information on 
written report. 

P1. Housing Corporation: See 
written report 

V. President's Report: Resi-
dential Committee to meet to discuss 
the meeting with Washington Univer-
sity. Letter to strip mall owners to keep 
PayDay Loans out. Work on evalua-
tion and comment on form. Ronie 
.Haliburton reports real estate agents 
approaching residents to sell property. 

Adjourned at 9:40 p.m. Went to 
Executive Session. 

In Attendance: President Gary L. 
Hayes, Directors: Dan Bailey, Ann 
Smith Can, 

Lara Doyle, Peggy Droege, Greg 
Freeman, Amy Gill, Ronie Haliburton, 
Maggie Hart-Mahon, Miki Merritt, 
Gwen Lazard, Shirley Polk, Dan 
Schesch, Lana Stein. 

Guests: Andy Cross (Beautification 
Committee Chair), Bill Colbert (Grace 
Methodist Church), Michael 
Fitzgibbons, Sharon Fitzgibbons, 
Suzanne Goodman (Washington Uni-
versity), Paul Hohmann (Transporta-
tion Committee Chair), Larry Isom 
(NSO), Terry Kowalczyk (SLPD), Don 
Reynolds (SLPD), John Thomas (Grace 
Methodist Church). Staff: Gary 
Boehnke (Housing Corporation Project 
Administrator), Laure Porterfield 
(SDCC Executive Director). 

Absent: Jane Geiler, Steve Givens, 
Shashi Kara, Susan Littlefield, Paula 
Sigman. 

The Meeting was called to order at 
7:05 p.m. by Gary L. Hayes, Presi-
dent. 

Announcement: Long time resi-
dent, Kathleen Hamilton passed away. 
Flowers were sent from the Board. A 
moment of silence was observed. A 
resolution to honor her achievements 
was moved, seconded and passed. 
Ann Smith Carr volunteered to write a 
formal resolution for presentation to 
the Hamilton family. Lana Stein will 
assist. 

Welcome and Introductions: 
John Thomas and Bill Colbert from 

Grace Methodist will be working with 
the Social Service Committee. Wel-
come and thanks. 

Billy Handmaker of Crossroads 
School made a presentation about their 
long-time plans for expansion. Over 
the next ten years, they plan to add 
buildings, parking and increase the stu-
dent body to approximately 250. An 
adjoining piece of property has already 
been purchased. Billy also announced 
the Art in the City project and invited 
all to attend the first event, a bonfire 
with artist Bill Christman, on October 
22. 

Committees: 
Security Report: P.O. Terry 

Kowalczyk and P.O. Don Reynolds an- 

nounced that the scam artist has been 
arrested. Burglaries are up (11 since 
October 8th and 2 or 3 in Parkview). 
Hamilton School was broken into by 
using the same methods as the houses. 
An arrest was made. Larceny is still 
up (licensee tabs and plates) Kingsbury 
Square still experiencing vandalism. 

Larry Isom (Neighborhood Stabili-
zation Officer) reports: 1. The City can 
again tow derelict cars from private 
property. 2. The City will strictly en-
force regulations regarding lead-based 
paint. 3. Skinker DeBaliviere won 
Honorable Mention for National Night 
Out. 

Suzanne Goodman of Washington 
University announced: 1. The law 
school will establish clinics to assist ten-
ants in buildings with lead paint. 2. A 
neighborhood council has been estab-
lished by the University to help with 
communications. Reps from our 
neighborhood are Gary L. Hayes, 
Karleen Hoerr and Billy Handmaker. 
First meeting is November 8. Wash-
ington University students and staff 
continue to work with Skinker 
DeBaliviere Community Council and 
police to plan a personal security semi-
nar, tentatively scheduled for Sunday, 
October 24th. 

Approval of Minutes 
Minutes from the September meet-

ing were approved after clarifications 
and corrections were made. 

Treasurer's Report: Lana Stein 
CDA requests a 10% cut in budgets 
submitted for the year 2000. Need to 
redo budget and be sure to have all line 
items covered. September Financial 
Report approved. Corrected August 
report will be included for approval in 
next month's packets. 

President's and Executive Commit-
tee Report 

Dan Bailey is relocating to Balti-
more and will be replaced by Sharon 
Walsh Fazibbons. Evaluations of the 
Executive Director will be discussed in 
Executive Session immediately 

following the open board meeting. 
Directors Report 
Executive Director's Laure 

Porterfield: Noted that the Playground 
is moving ahead. Executive Commit-
tee authorized to sign Development 
agreement and contract as necessary. 
See written report for information on 
upcoming meetings, etc. 

Housing Corporation 
Filled last position on the board with 

Richard Wilkes. See written report. 
Adjourned 8:15 p.m. Went into 

Executive Session. 

Happy Holidays from 
the Staff of The Times 
of Skinker DeBaliviere 



Ken Cohen, Lois Schoemehi, and 
	

Shirley Polk reviews some of the items 
Chanaya Jacobs examine the hors 	and memories sent in for the project. 
d'oeuvres contributed for the party. 

Our borne is in 
the 
so is our heart. 

CWE 
CENTRAL WEST END BANK 

A Federal Savings Bank 
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In 
Your 
Ear will 
return 
in our 
next 
issue. 

King Commemoration 
Continued from page 1 

Several nearby schools will be present-
ing skits and songs to depict King's life 
and accomplishments. A reception will 
follow the commemoration. The event 
is chaired by neighbor Greg Freeman. 
It is hoped that many Skinker 
DeBaliviere residents will join us as we 
remember history and continue to try 
to overcome inequality. 

For more information, call the 
SDCC office at 862-5122. 

Delmar Street 
Improvements 
Continued from page 1 

Sidewalk/Streetscape for 
Delmar west of the MetroLink Sta-
tion to City Limits: Request for 
Qualifications has been issued, and the 
bids for design work will be due shortly. 
Design work will take about six months, 
and bidding will be underway next year 
at this time. The work will be com-
pleted during 2001. 

Transit Plaza: The area around 
the Station will be transformed, and the 
design work is being done in conjunc-
tion with the Sidewalk/Streetscape 
design noted above. The work will be 
performed during 2001. The Transit 
Plaza will incorporate part of the 
former Dobbs site and will be designed 
to make the MetroLink Station appear-
ance link more closely to the street. 
Safety for pedestrians and bus riders is 
also a major goal. The graphic on this 
page indicates the conceptual design 
for this plaza which was included in the 
overall Delmar Link Plan. 

FORMER A&P 
GROCERY STORE 

RENOVATED 
St. Louis Design Alliance, an archi-

tectural firm which currently has offices 
in University City, is the adventurous 
renovator that is working on the former 
A&P/Bi-Rite Grocery Store building at 
Des Peres and Delmar. During work 
on the building, owners Dave Mastin 
and Jeff Mugg removed the previous 
vinyl siding and found a wonderful ex-
ample of Art Deco architecture, with 
many of the geometric brickwork fea-
tures also found on such buildings as 
Fitz Restaurant and the Streetside 
Records building in the Loop. Instead 
of having to build a new entrance, the 
firm is instead restoring the curved 
brickwork entrance and adding the hi-
angular design element to a new fence 
which will be added to their parking 
lot. 

Dave Mastin stated, "We're very 
excited to find such an interesting store-
front to restore. It's apparently one of 
the few Art Deco buildings to be con-
sidered for the Missouri Historic Re-
hab Tax Credit. And we're equally 
excited to be moving to the Delmar 
Link Business Area, where we've been 
welcomed by residents and current 
business owners alike." 

St. Louis Design Alliance will bring 
16 employees to work in its new facil-
ity and expect to be moving into the 
building by February, 2000. There will 
be two retail spaces, in addition to the 
firm's office space, which uses the 
majority of the 
building. One 
space has been 
leased by Genesis 
Coffee House, and 
the other retail 
space is still avail-
able for rental at 
this time. 

The limes of Skinker DeBaliviere 
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