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Ground Breaking for the Pageant 
by Lana Stein 

A sizeable crowd gathered on the north side of the 6100 
block of Delmar on the morning of April 12 to officially 
break ground for the Pageant, a concert hall and club with 
offices and retail. Since the Pageant will present rock, blues, 
jazz and other forms of music, it was only fitting that St. 
Louis' king of rock and roil be present at the ceremonies. 
Chuck Berry was there with his own hard hat that ema-
nated at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland. He 
had his own shovel too. 

Before earth could be turned, there were a few speeches. 
Pageant co-developer Joe Edwards served as host. He 
thanked a number of people and had them offer remarks. 
Two elected officials, Alderman Irving Clay Jr. of the 26th 
ward and Alderman Lyda Krewson of the 28th congratu-
lated Edwards. Clay mentioned other developments in the 
area and Krewson told everyone to look around Delmar 
carefully. This is a before snapshot. It will not look at all 
the same in a couple years. Joe Edwards also thanked 
JoAnn Vatcha and the SDCC Commercial Committee for 
all of their help. He introduced his partner, Pat Hagin, and 
called on Steve Schankrnan of Contemporary Productions. 
Schankman, who will be bringing acts to the Pageant, said 
that St. Louis will be in the main stream of performers and 
that the Pageant will a state of the art venue in which many 
groups will wish to perform. Kiku Obata, whose design 
firm will occupy the office space, was also present. Also 
sighted in the crowd were Richard Fleming of RCGA, Cap-
tain Harry Hager of the 7th district and several of his offic-
ers, representatives of Washington University, and Sarah 
Smith, director of Arts in Transit who worked with Vatcha 
and others to bring in grant money to enhance the Delmar 
streetscape. The Pageant is set to open in September. 

Missouri History Museum Expands 
Russian Treasures Exhibit Coming Soon 
by Lana Stein 

As we went to press on our last issue of the Times, our neighbor, the Missouri 
History Museum, opened the doors to its expanded edifice, named after a corpo-
rate donor, Emerson Electric. The newly expanded museum now has three addi-
tional exhibition halls, a large auditorium, meeting and classrooms, and a restau-
rant overlooking Forest Park. The restaurant is run by Patty Long Catering. 

Along with the expanded facility is a special exhibit: St Louis, A Place in 
Time. This exhibit has numerous visual and audio components. I enjoyed the 
50s kitchen, so retro, as well as the wonderful sports memorabilia. Particularly 
moving to me though were the artifacts dealing with St. Louis's civil rights his-
tory. The film clip from the Jefferson Bank demonstration was worth my visit, 
actually several visits. This exhibit provides an excellent introduction to the way 
things were and should be particularly popular with children. 

From May 14 to August 17, the Museum will present "Unseen Treasures: 
Imperial Russia and the 
New World." The exhibit 
contains over 350 objects 
and artifacts from the Rus-
sian State Historical Mu-
seum and the State Archive 
of the Russian Federation in 
Moscow. These artifacts 
include the personal belong-
ings of emperors. Patrons 
will pay $8 to see this ex-
hibit: there are reduced fees 
for seniors, students, and 
History Museum members. 

This addition to our 
landscape has come at a 
cost however. In compli-
ance with the Forest Park 
Master Plan, the entrance to 
the park by the History Mu-
seum is becoming the ma-
jor point of entry. A num-
ber of trees have been re-
moved from the park land 
between Lindell and the 

Continued on page 4 

 

t. Roch are sponsoring their second annual St. Roch Golf Tournament to be held 
at the Forest Park Golf Course. The tournament will benefit various programs of 
a neighborhood institution. Last year's tournament was well-attended; nearly 100 
This year it should be even bigger. 

Tee-off time will be at 1:30 p.m. with a shotgun start following a scramble 
format. A catered dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. on the golf course grounds 
and an awards ceremony will follow. 

St. Roch Women are looking for support for the tournament in the form of 
hole sponsors. A business, family, or individival may sponsor a hole for $100. A 
sign will be posted at the sponsored hole with the name of the sponsor. Dona-
tions of prizes and giveaways are also being sought. 

Foursomes and individual golfers may register to play. The fee is $100 per 
golfer and includes golf, drinks on the courses, and dinner. All ability levels—
from beginner to expert—are welcome. If you don't have your own foursome, 
the St. Roch Women will put one together for you. Reservations can also be 
made for dinner only for friends, neighbors, and family who do not golf but would 
like to attend. 

To sponsor a hole, register for play, or for any further information, please 
contact Annie Seal at 726-3246, Glenda Underwood at 725-2256. or any mem-
ber of the Women of St. Roch. 

Flight Statue to Garden Tour Set 
be Restored 	for June 17th   

Ronie Halibut-ton, resident of the 
5800 block of DeGiverville and at-large 
Washington Heights representative to 
the Community Council, reports that 
Block Unit 1035's beautification 
project on the Waterman-DeGiverville 
triangle park has received good news 
regarding the statue "Flight." Installed 
over twenty years ago and currently in 
need of restoration, the statue's fiber-
glass construction challenged many 
experts regarding how its repair should 
proceed. With the assistance of 28th 
Ward Alderman Lyda Krewson and 
Director of Parks, Recreation and For-
estry Dan McGuire, resources have 
been identified to direct and complete 
the statue's restoration and repair. 
Because the statue was paid for by the 
fundraising efforts of neighborhood 
children in the 1970's, it is hoped to 
finish off this great project by having 
neighborhood kids become involved In 
the installation of a commemorative 
sign at this location. More to follow as 
details become available. 

The Women of S 
Saturday, June 3rd, 
the St. Roch Parish, 
golfers participated. 

Co-chairmen Andy Cross and Su-
san Littlefield promise yet another 
beautiful event to showcase our neigh-
borhood and its many talented garden-
ers. Plans are underway to open the 
doors or gates to gardens not visited 
during last year's tour. Focus of activ-
ity this year will be the Block Unit 1035 
Community Garden along with gardens 
in the fronts and/or backs of some of 
our neighborhood's many lovely 
homes. The Breakfast Garden Tour 
will once again include continental 
breakfast at the tour's starting point and 
the opportunity to meet with fellow gar-
den enthusiasts and hopefully garden-
ing experts from around town. Watch 
for a flier describing all this and more 
in the next few days. 

JoAnn Vatcha's up-
date of the neighborhood 
history begins this issue 
on page 5. 
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Editor's Notebook 
by Lana Stein 

Our continuation of the Skinker DeBaliviere history shows how much 
difference there is between our neighborhood today and 30 years ago. Be-
cause of the progress we have made and the stability we have achieved—
after much effort by strong individuals and caring institutions—it may be 
time to reflect and offer information on a relatively mundane concern: trash. 
We all generate it. We all have to dispose of it. 

It as been pointed out to me how few Skinker DeBalivierites make use of 
the low cost recycling service that the city sponsors here. Earth Circle Reycling 
picks up glass, newspaper, magazines, other paper, #s 1 and 2 plastic bottles, 
and cardboard every Monday (Tuesday in the event of holiday). Earth Circle 
provides you with a plastic bin and easy instructions. The fee is only $24 a 
year—$2 a month. Call 726-5785 to sign up!! This service is reliable and 
it benefits our habitat. 

My second item in this genre is bulk pick-up. The city of St. Louis alone 
among nearby jurisdictions picks up furniture and other bulk items once a 
month. The trick here is to place the items out by your garbage bins on the 
proper date. Otherwise, things sit until the next regularly scheduled time. 
Collection here is set for the first Wednesday following the first Monday of 
the month. If the Sanitation Dept. fails to pick up the bulk items at the 
scheduled time, please alert Larry Isom, our Neighborhood Stabilization 
Officer, at 454-9749. The SDCC has more information on bulk pick-up 
and yard waste disposal. Call 862-5122. 

With Blitz Day just behind us, we can keep our neighborhood looking its 
loveliest. 

Golf Tournament to 
Benefit Support Dogs 

Support dogs assist people with dis-
abilities in maintaining independent 
lives. To help raise funds to make the 
training and placement of support dogs 
possible, a Golf Tournament with 
Lunch and a Dinner/Auction will be 
held on April 24. Anyone interested 
in participating can contact Georgi Fox 
at 862-0768. The cost of participat-
ing in the entire event is $175. Din-
ner and auction only cost $35. 

Neighborhood Events 
and Meetings 
4/10 Skinker DeBaliviere Community 

Council Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m., 
6008 Kingsbury 

4/18 Garden Tour Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m., 6008 Kingsbury 

4/19 SDCHC, noon, 6008 Kingsbury 

5/1 	Transportation Committee, 7:30 p.m., 6008 Kingsbury 

5/6 	Rosedale Neighbors Association, Election of Officers and other 
business, 9:30 am, New Cote Brilliante Church of God, 6199 
Washington 

5/6 	Community Planting Day, 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.. plant exchange, free 
grass seed, mulch and more, Four Corners Park and locations 
throughout the neighborhood 

5/8 	Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Board Meeting. 7:00 p.m., 
6008 Kingsbury 

Other Events of Interest 
now-5/14 	The Work of Charles and Ray Eames: A Legacy of Inven-

tion at the Saint Louis Art Museum. 

4/18 News anchor Julius Hunter of KMOV-Channel 4 will be guest speaker 
for The Friends of the University City Library. Hunter will discuss his 
book Honey Island and his experiences growing up in St. Louis. 
Book signing and refreshments to follow. Library auditorium, 7pm. 

4/18 Organ recital by Barbara Raedeke at Graham Chapel. Washington 
Univ., 12:15pm. free. 

4/22 Quincy Troupe. poet. writer, biographer, and performance artist. will 
discuss his new book, Miles and Me, about Miles Davis, at the Missouri 
History Museum. free, 2pm. 

4/26 Washington Univ. Jazz Band will perform at 8pm in Holmes Lounge. 
Free. 

4/30 -Chancellor's Concert" at Graham Chapel, Washington Univ., Ameri-
can music, 3pm, free. 

5/2 
	

A Contemporary Dance Theatre Workshop with Gash/Voight Dance 
Theatre at Arts in the City at Crossroads School, 500 DeBaliviere. 
Call 367-8085 to register, $15/person. Dance performance on May 
3 at 7:30pm at Crossroads, $9/adults, $4.50/students and seniors. 

5/9 	Kapngolo, Jamaican music at Twilight Tuesday at the Missouri History 
Museum, 6:30-8:30pm, free. 

5/11 St. Louis Urban Forum: Safety and the Quality of Life with Ray 
Suarez of NPR at Lee Auditorium, Missouri History Museum, 7pm, 
free. 

5/14-8/17 	Unseen Treasures: Imperial Russia and the New World, 
special exhibition at the Missouri History Museum, $8 admission. $7 
for seniors and students, free to children under 6, $4 for museum 
members. 

5/16 El Caribe Tropical, 12-piece Latin Orchestra at Twilight Tuesday, 
Missouri History Museum, 6:30-8:30pm, free. 

5/23 Hawaiian Polynesian Revue at Twilight Tuesday, Missouri History 
Museum, 6:30-8:30pm, free. 

5/30 Zydeco Crawdaddys, local group with Cajun flavor, at Twilight Tues-
day, Missouri History• Museum. 6:30-8:30pm, free. 

A classic uncovered: the old A&P building at Delmar and DesPeres 
is undergoing a real transformation, from the white siding box 
which covered its curved Art Deco entrance for at least 25 years. 
The architecture firm St. Louis Design Alliance moves in this 
month to its new headquarters. The classy new fence echoes the 
simple decoration of the brick façade. 

Calendar
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Return of a Native 
"A generation comes and a generation goes . . ." and if you ask Rachelle 

Schneider (nee L'Ecuyer), a generation comes back again. After a ten year sab-
batical in New York City, Ms. Schneider returned to St. Louis this fall, bringing 
with her her husband Jonathan, a creative director, and their two young children. 
The journey back began three years, following the death of her father Jim L'Ecuyer, 

the first Executive 
Director of the 
Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Coun-
cil. "I spent three 
months here help-
ing my mother and 
when I went back to 
New York I felt very 
disconnected. I 
wanted to live in a 
place where I could 
be with my family 
and be connected to 
a community. I al-
ways felt that I was 
part of something 
special in Skinker 
DeBaliviere, even 
when I was just vis-
iting." 

While in New 
York, 	Rachelle 
Schneider initially 
worked for the city 
in its real estate 

sales. department. "If you wanted to buy the Brooklyn Bridge, I was the one to 
see," she said, tongue in cheek. 

Then Schneider landed a job as an Assistant Fund Manager at the Landmarks 
Conservancy, a position that put her in touch with community leaders and 
homeowners who wanted to restore historic homes. "I loved my job because it 
gave me the opportunity to help people and provide aid in maintaining historic 
neighborhoods. While I was working for the Landmarks Conservancy, I became 
homesick. I kept thinking I should be doing this in St. Louis." Life is filled with 
twists and turns. Oddly enough (or perhaps not surprisingly), the Schneiders 
found themselves making a move to St. Louis and eventually buying a home in 
her old neighborhood, Skinker DeBaliviere. 

"Luckily we had some much needed guidance. At first, we looked at homes 
in West County. People kept saying, "AAA schools, AAA schools." Perhaps it 
was divine intervention but on the same day the Schneiders were scheduled to 
look at four houses in Creve Coeur, Karleen Hoerr showed them a house on 
61xx Kingsbury. "The house needed a lot of work but we couldn't get it out of 
our heads. The suburban homes and environment paled in comparison to what 
Skinker DeBaliviere had to offer." 

Buying the home helped Rachelle Schneider to regain her focus and commit-
ment to city living. This in turn led her on a new quest. In December, she earned 
her real estate license. Then in January, she joined the Daniel B. Feinberg Real 
Estate Co.,   as their newest—and youngest—sales associate. "1 have several goals," 
Schneider said. "The main one is to educate home buyers about city living. 
There are so many opportunities here and so many choices. People sometimes 
need the right person to guide them and, hopefully, that will be me." 

Neighbors gathered at Bill Christman's studio February 4 for a 
reception for Mary Ann Shickman, former Kingsbury Kiosk 
librarian, on the publication of her book, The Madness of Mary 
Ann,. Shown here with Mary Ann after she read sections of her 
book is Bill Christman, who organized the event and roasted the 
author. Among the 65 present wer persons who played a role in 
Mary Ann's biography, including Jack Lane, Dempster Holland, Jim 
Hitchcock, and Allan Shickman. The crowd also enjoyed the music 
of Switchback, vistiting from Chicago. 

TIMES Columnist 
Has Book Published 

Tom Hoerr, Times "In Your Ear" columnist for more than 20 years and direc-
tor of the New City School, has just had a book published by ASCD (Association 
for Supervision and Curriculum Development) in Arlington, VA. The book, BE-
COMING A MULTIPLE IN-
TELLIGENCES SCHOOL, 
stems from the experiences 
of the New City School fac-
ulty in implementing the 
theory of multiple intelli-
gences (Ml). The New City 
School has been implement-
ing MI theory since 1988 
and is visited by hundreds of 
educators each year. 

MI theory, first conceived 
by Harvard University's 
Howard Gardner, says that 
there are many different 
ways to learn and solve prob-
lems. Too often educators 
view reading, writing, and 
computing as the only ways 
in which students can be 
smart. While these skills are 
critically important and stu-
dents must be successful with 
them; Ml theory says that 
there are other ways of 
reaching students and help-
ing them learn. "In most 
schools," Hoerr says, 
"teachers are curriculum-fo-
cused, concentrating on de-
livering information. In an MI school, teachers are student-focused and teach 
problem-solving. My book explains MI theory and shows how it can be imple-
mented in schools to the benefit of students and teachers." 

Hoerr's book is available at $23.95 from ASCD (www,ascd.oro or 800-
933.2723) or through Amazon.com. Hawkeye says that he is quite proud of 
his book and his only regret is that he did not address his first wife's shoe 
intelligence in it. 

ARTS IN TRANSIT SPONSORS 
POETRY CONTEST 

Those who are talented at verse and 11 years and older may enter the 
MetroLines Poetry Contest sponsored by Arts in Transit, the Eugene B. Redmond 
Writers Club and the International Wr iters Center. This contest is aimed at writ-
ers who live within a 100-mile radius of St. Louis. The categories and awards 
are: 

Up to age 11 $50 
Ages 12-17 	$75 
Ages 18 and up $100 
The winning poems will be dis-

played in MetroLink vehicles and on 
Bi-State buses during July and August 
of 2000. 

Those interested in participating 
must submit one unsigned poem of up 
to 14 lines, typed on 8.5 x 11" paper. 
Include age, name, address, phone 
number, and title of the poem in a sepa-
rate cover letter. Poems must be re-
ceived by April 14 by 4pm. Mail or 
hand deliver the poem to: 

Poetry Contest 
International Writers Center 
Washington University 
Campus Box 1071 
St. Louis MO 63130-4899 
For more information, call Arts in 

Transit at 314-982-1413. 

Blueberry
Hill
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BrightSide Blitz Day 
Once again, residents of the 

Skin ker DeBaliviere neighborhood 
turned out to clean alleys, backyards 
and vacant lots of accumulated trash 
and debris as part of the Citywide 
cleanup known as BrightSide Blitz Day. 
April 1 saw groups of residents work-
ing in their alleys, and others cleaning 
and clearing vacant lots and other prop-
erties. Festivities at Four Corners Park 
included distribution of trash bags and 
the loan of tools for those who were 
working in the alleys, an opportunity  

to register to win home safety prod-
ucts including smoke alarms and fire 
extinguishers provided by Ken Barge, 
the representative of Liberty Mutual 
insurance who has recently relocated 
in the area, and a noon-time party of 
grilled hot dogs and soda provided to 
all our hard workers. 

This year, Operation BrightSide 
and the city's Refuse Division split 
cleanup activities and beautification. 
Flower planting, mulching, seeding, 
etc. will take place on May 6, a much  

safer time for planting fragile annuals 
and perennials vulnerable to late frost 
if planted on April 1. Free grass seed 
(for covering bare spots) and mulch will 
be distributed from Four Corners Park 
on May 6th. Block captains will be able 
to pick up their flower orders for plant-
ing in public areas (tree lawns, pocket 
parks, barricade planters, alley right of 
ways, etc.) 

And the Third Annual Neighbor-
hood Flower Exchange will be held 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Four 
Corners Park. Take this opportunity 
to thin out perennial plants and swap 
with your neighbors. Nothing to trade? 
Come by and browse - - - supplies per-
mitting, you may find something you 
have searched for to plant in your gar-
den - - - and you are welcome to help 
yourself. In years past we have 
swapped hostas, daisies, day lilies, 
lambs ears, mint, oregano, purple 
cornflower and many other varieties of 
plants. 

Beautification Committee Chair-
man Andy Cross shared his talents with 
the community by conducting a mini- 

fundraiser. Andy produced hand-let-
tered alley signs for installation by prop-
erty owners to make street numbers 
visible from the alleys. For $10.00, 
property owners can purchase a hand 
made cedar plaque created by Chair-
man Andy Cross. 	Properly identi-
fied homes enhance the safety and se-
curity of the entire community, permit-
ting police and firefighters to more 
quickly respond when their help is 
needed. Additionally, the numbering 
is required by City ordinance, and will 
be one of the items cited by the Build-
ing Inspectors when our Code Enforce-
ment project gets underway next 
spring. 

If you were one of those who meant 
to send in your check and order your 
sign, and have not yet gotten around 
to completing the forms, never fear! 
Andy has agreed to continue produc-
ing the signs until May 15th. A sample 
sign can be viewed in the window of 
the Skin ker DeBaliviere Community 
Council Office, 6008 Kingsbury. If you 
have lost your order form, please call 
the Council office at 862-5122 or stop 
by to pick up another. 

Fundraising Committee Formed 
Once again, it falls to the residents of Skinker DeBaliviere to help bridge the 

gap in funding for the Council office and programs via a number of neighbor-
hood-wide events. Under the leadership of Katrina Stierholz, the Council's 
fundraisers plan to bring our neighbors the Breakfast Garden Tour in June; a 
series of fund-raising activities as part of the National Night Out celebrations (this 
year set for August 11; the ever-popular Rags to Riches, co-sponsored with the 
Rosedale Neighbors Association on Saturday, August 26th; a new event - an 
adult spelling bee and chili cook-off, brainchild of Amy Gill, to be held in Septem-
ber or October; and, now that fundraising for the playground is winding down, a 
return to the ever-popular Friends of Skinker DeBaliviere Campaign, chaired this 
year by Linda Cross. 

Year 2000 fundraising and special event activities promise to be fresh, excit-
ing and different. Their will be time to celebrate our successes during 
groundbreaking and ribbon-cutting ceremonies for the Playground; opportuni-
ties to come together at parties in the homes of generous supporters and in the 
public space of Four Corners Park, along with many other surprises along the 
way. If you are interested in participating in the Council and its many special 
event activities, please contact Laure Porterfield at 862-5122. Your talents, your 
participation and your support are welcome, needed and invited. 

McPherson Garden Prepares for 
Growing Season 

History Museum 
Continued from page 1 

Forest Park Parkway along 
DeBaliviere. Experts told the Parks De-
partment that the trees had only a very 
limited life span of 3-4 years. New 
landscaping will take their place as well 
as a new median on DeBaliviere and 
granite curbs. Visitors to the park and 
museum are expected to arrive by foot 
from MetroLink or on bicycles. To al-
low a traffic light sequence that would 
allow this nonvehicular traffic enough 
time to navigate the intersection in 
front of the museum, there is no longer 
a left turn allowed from DeBaliviere 
onto Lindell, irritating a number of 
motorists. This feature also was part 

of the Master Plan. However, the Parks 
Dept. has said that the light can be 
changed when MetroLink construction 
makes utilization of the Parkway by 
neighborhood motorists more tenuous. 

The entrance gardens are unearthed for the installation of water 
lines. 

WE CATER 
TO COWARDS 

THE FORSYTHE DENTAL GROUP 

HARVEY W. SMALL, DRD. 

VALERIE PARIS OltANNON, MOLD. 

The Dorchester 
665 S. Skinker 

St- Louis, MO 63105 

725-0988 

OFF. 721-5600 
RES. 863-0220 

BROKER 0 
ASSOCIATE 

RENNI SHUTER, GRI 
UFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

RELOCATION SPECIAUST 

DANIEL B. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO. 
360 N. SKINKER BLVD. 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63130 

Just some of the 3 tons o newspaper being spread in the pathways on the first Spring weekday at 
the McPherson Garden. 



This 1970 photo from THE PAPER captures the spirit of The Residential Service and 
Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council. From the left. with ladder. Joan Bender Pat 
Kohn. Marlene Mestres. and painting in the window, Betty Newsham. Names of the 
children are not known, and Bill Kohn is the painter working on the sign. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CHRONICLES 
NOTE: Over the last several months, we 

have been reprinting the 1973 History of "The 
Neighborhood", written by Gee Stuart, Kathy 
Harlemon, and Sue Tepas, With this issue, 
we begin our own account of the 
neighborhood's past. We have received a great 
deal of information, and we thank all those 
who have sent memories, documents and pho- 

tos. These will be included in the Skinker 
DeBaliviere Archives and are also useful 
source material for our writing. All those who 
contribute will be listed, and there's still time 
to be a part of the project. Though our ac-
count begins here with the 70's. memories of 
even earlier times in the neighborhood will 
be incorporated into the archives for contin- 

ued documentation and research. Send them 
to 6117 Westminster, 63112. 

With this issue, we look at some of the 
hard times of the 60's and 70's and the ef-
forts made by residents to work with each 
other to address vacant buildings. blockbust-
mg, redlining. and fears of racial divide. This 
issue also includes a retrospective on the Din-
ner-Theatre. one of several activities which 
demonstrates the camaraderie and shared 
goals of neighborhood residents throughout 
the 70's. Next issue will cover other features. 
including St. Roch's, the Clinic, the Art Fair. 
and THE PAPER. 

In coordinating this effort, we acknowl-
edge many resources. including the Missouri 
Historical Society. the St. Louis Public Li-
brary, our predecessors' book THE NEIGH-
BORHOOD. and others, including URBAN 
OASIS, charred by Parkview neighbors Jean 
Eberle and Judith Little. A complete list of 
all sources will be included later. In writing 
and editing this history, I rely on many oth-
ers, for example. Kathleen Williams. for her 
account of the Dinner-Theatre. There will be 
many other writers' memories of specific parts 
of our history. As a scholar. Lana Stein has 
an important role in showing how our 
neighborhood's history relates to our nation's 
at the same time it established its own unique 
and important place in that history. As a 
neighbor and as Editor of THE TIMES. Lana 
will also be contributing pieces on specific top-
ics, such as the account on redlining you read 
here. And always. I rely on Morj Weir for her 
wonderful assistance in making this a coher-
ent account. Together, we hope to produce 
an account of the last thirty years worthy of 
this great neighborhood. 

Jo Ann Vatcha 

THE 70'S Part I 
The Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood in 

St. Louis began as a development of muddy farm 
land, adjacent to Washington University and 
Forest Park, serviced by the streetcars which had 
brought people to the World's Fair in 1904. 
The first advertisements said, "Select your lot 
today, you will never regret it. There is but one 
Forest Park. There is but one Washington Uni-
versity." Another called this the "future residence 
center of modern St. Louis, with macadam 
streets, granitoid curbs and walks, sewers, wa-
ter, gas, shade trees. Every lot [110 of them' 
ready to build on...one of the most desirable 
residence districts of the city."' 

The area was developed between 1904-
1920. It survived World War I. the Great De-
pression and World War II. Of course, these 
world shaking events brought change: street 
names changed with war—Berlin Ave. became 
Pershing, for example: large homes often be-
came boarding houses during the depression and 
throughout World War II. By the sixties, these 
boarding houses had become fraternity houses 
and student apartments close to the Peppermint 
Lounge and the Bettendorf-Rapp Grocery on 
Delmar. and the bustling DeBaliviere Strip with 
its Apollo Art Theatre, Garavelli's, Sorrento's. 
as well as the Stardust Lounge ("Evelyn West 
and her $ 50,000 Treasure Chest-). 

Although the Vietnam War. Civil Rights, and 
Women's Liberation dominated the news and 
profoundly affected life in every neighborhood 
in America, in this, as in other city neighbor-
hoods, a crisis of housing also threatened to 
cripple the neighborhood's stability. Apartment 
buildings especially were getting older and were 
in need of repairs. Some people doubted 
whether it was worth the investment. Whole 
areas, such as what we now call DeBaliviere 

Place. were in danger of collapse, and the more 
single-family areas, east and west of DeBaliviere, 
were fearful of the future of their neighborhoods. 
Property values declined drastically. Redlining 
by banks and several programs of the federal 
government made things worse, and by 1963 
when the first black families moved into the area, 
many longtime residents of the area decided it 
was time to act. Although many individuals and 
families through the years had actually chosen 
this area for its diversity and acceptance. the 
official policies and declining property values 
caused a great deal of "white flight." In Skinker-
DeBaliviere, however, many families refused to 
participate in this panic. The actions which these 
residents mounted are indeed historic, and this 
account of the neighborhood will seek to docu-
ment this important part of our history that many 
regard as "saving the neighborhood." 

Nearly all of the "Memories" we have re-
ceived as part of this project have mentioned 
the word diversity. One of our neighbors, Joe 
Edwards, described the key to the 
neighborhood's success, "the decision by many 
to embrace diversity and in the process not only 
stabilize but strengthen the neighborhood. 

In 1963, Skinker DeBaliviere began to set 
a course that no previous neighborhood had fol-
lowed. The first African-American residents, 
among them Esther and Joe Herron, bought 
homes in the neighborhood, then just over a 
half century old. In many U.S. cities, such ra-
cial change resulted in a period of integration 
and then re-segregation as an all- black commu-
nity. Resegregation is considered inevitable by 
many scholars when the black population passes 
30 percent. Certainly by 1970 that tipping point 
had passed in Skinker DeBaliviere. Yet, the 
neighborhood as a whole remained integrated  

and the number of white households actually 
increased after 1980. Massey and Denton found 
that "once a neighborhood reached about one 
third black, the limits of racial tolerance were 
reached for a majority of whites."' Skinker 
DeBaliviere's continuing racial and socioeco-
nomic diversity nullify that generalization. De-
spite redlining by the real estate, banking, and 
insurance industries, the neighborhood pulled 
together. Residents. black and white. joined to-
gether to fight to make this community safe and 
secure and to see that its historic housing could 
be made available to all races. A university re-
port which forecast little likelihood that the neigh-
borhood would stabilize proved to be invalid as 
churches, their own school, a community coun-
cil and numerous neighbors who provided en-
ergy and creativity proved that diversity was not 
a pipe dream. To that end, Skinker DeBaliviere 
became a model for other neighborhoods in the 
city that had begun to experience racial change 
and falling property values. The history in the 
accounts that follow celebrate the many people 
who contributed to the success of Skinker 
DeBaliviere. Although not without difficult ad-
justment and some significant dissension, which 
this account will also describe. Skinker 
DeBaliviere's story still is one of the triumph of 
hope and a lot of gumption. 

In this account of the period 1970-1999, 
our goal is to acknowledge the contributions 
made by individual ordinary people who have 
volunteered their time to make a difference for 
their families and their community, not just the 
politicians and leaders, but also those who served 
in scores of less heralded ways: the organizing 
of the Art Fair/House Tour, the players and chefs 
of the Dinner-Theatre, those who collected for 

Continued on page 8 
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Skinker-DeBaliviere Dinner Theatre is History 

involved in other local projects 
as well as their busy careers. 
For a while, the lights went out 
on the stages of Skinker 
DeBaliviere. 

In 1986 Neville Vatcha en-
couraged a return of the dinner 
theatre to celebrate the 20th an-
niversary of the Skinker-
Debaliviere Community Coun-
cil With the help of Nancy 
Farmer, then executive director 
of the SDCC, Rita Washing-
ton-Sweets returned to direct 
-Penelope: Pride of the Pickle 
Factory.' which was performed 
at New City School. This big. 

Rita Washington- 

Sweets, Director of 
many of the Dinner 
Theatre Productions 
Which captured the 
camaraderie of the 
neighborhood in the 
70's. 

SCENE 2 

Dan Shea accepts the accolades of the audience and cast of "Too Many Nights in a 
Barroom" performed in May. 1989. From left are Mary Bea Stout, Ed Stout, Lisa Horner, 

Peter Schmit, Jeremy Schoenfeld, Terry Vanicelli, Meg Flynn J. Terrance Farris, and Rose 

Time: Way back when - a stormy evening when anything might happen, 
Setting: Parlor of Ma Cozy's Home for Happy Orphans. 

PRODUCTION STAFF 
(performing ss themselves) 

Director 	
Producer 	
Stage Manager 
Set Design 
Scenery 	

Contumos/Make•up 	

RITA SWEETS 
MARJ WEIR 

CHERIE McKEE 
ROGER CALL 

SUSAN ROACH. 
ROGER CALL. CHERIE McKEE. DENNIS JOHNSON. 

JOANN and NEVILLE VATCHA, and MARJ WEIR 
BARB KEISER 

and SUSAN ROACH 

Music 	 the talents of 	. MARCIA MITCHELL 
Commercials 	 the creative imagination of 	MARJ WEIR 

and DOUG McKEE 
DOUG McKEE House Manager 	

by Kathleen Williams 

For many Skinker-Debaliviere residents in 
the early seventies, the mission was clear: get 
out the news to the rest of St. Louis about the 
charms of the neighborhood and its enterpris-
ing community eager to develop an area that 
some considered on the way down. Tired of 
dealing with the day to day issues of barking 
dogs, stolen copper gutters, and alley dean-
up, neighbors also wanted to turn their ener-
gies and enthusiasm to some positive, creative 
venture. Melodrama, never far from their riv. 
took to the stage. 

Nine productions followed in the period 
1974 to 1991. Casts and dinner menus 
changed, but the eagerness and commitment 
of those who gave their time were remarkably 
consistent says Rita Washington-Sweets, direc-
tor of seven of the nine productions. "There 
is nothing like a neighborhood to form a bond 
of trust. They were daredevils and scavengers, 
who could do everything with nothing. There 
was a spirit of everybody making it work." 

The tradition began on November 16, 
1974 when the Rosedale Neighborhood As-
sociation presented The Fastest Thimble in 
the West" starring the Far West End, Dead 
End, No Name. No Count Players. Neigh-
bors divided the evening between Grace Meth-
odist Church, where they enjoyed the melo-
drama, and St. Roch's Scariot Haall, where they 
were served a potluck dinner. The evening's 
entertainment. feast included. cost $4 ($3-50 
if tickets were purchased in advance). Proceeds 
supported the projects of the RNA. Residents 
were encouraged to bring friends from outside 
the neighborhood to introduce them to the 
area. 

An audience of over 200 alternately 
cheered and booed the varied talents of law-
yers, politicians, teachers, artists, musicians, 
homemakers and realtors. Large casts and 
the Introduction of musical numbers between 
acts gave even more opportunity to enjoy lo-
cal performers. 

While the melodrama did not draw a Post 
Dispatch reviewer, the paper reported the real-
life excitement that took place during one re-
hearsal when two of the dance-hall girls re-
ported an attempted purse-snatching. Actors 

in western costumes, including an alderman in 
a red-flannel nightgown, pursued the bandits 
through the neighborhood but eventually gave 
up the search and re-holstered their cap-guns. 

The success of the first production led to 
another in 1975, a Gothic thriller called the 
"The Last of the Ghastleys," as neighborhood 
talent retitled itself The Hearse, Purse and 
Body Snatchers Repertory Co. The success-
ful formula of lame scripts, shameless perform-
ers. and affordable dinner and drinks was con-
vo-ted into an annual event . Increasingly larger 
audiences came to see 'No Opera in the Op.ni 
House Tonight" in 1976 and 'Virtue Victori-
ous" in 1977. Success took its toll, however. 
as the neighborhood moved toward stability 
and prosperity and melodrama volunteers got  

ger and more ambitious 
production received rave 
reviews and brought ticket 
prices to a whopping 
$12.50 (with a much 
more elaborate dinner). 

In its second life, the 
melodrama took to the 
stage of COCA for a pro-
duction of "West of the 
Pecos" in 1988. then re-
turned to New City School 
for "Too Many Nights in 
the Barroom" in 1989. 
Tom Clear, directing The 
80 Proof Players, 
brought special musical 
talents to the 1989 pro-
duction and in 1990 un-
dertook the less than 
Greek "Promethea: A 
Burlesque Pageant" with 
its classical setting "on the 
banks of the River Des 
Peres" and a cast that in-
cluded Mr. and Mrs. Jove 
and the late Mary Bea 
Stout as Promethea. 

To come full circle, the last dinner-theater 
in 1991 was a reprise of the first, Rita Wash-
ington-Sweets once again directing "The Fast-
est Thimble in the West." Showing its age 
and a penchant for nostalgia, the cast called  

itself the "Never Say Never, Just One More 
Time, Last Chance to Dance, Melodrama Play-
ers." 

in a recent conversation, Rita mused 
sweetly, "It's not hard to imagine doing it 
again. 

SCENE I 

CAST 
(in order cf appearance. —e hope) 

TWO-BITS 	 Dee Vossmeyer 

	

EM    Elaine Moore 
HENRY 	  Cal Stuart 
ANNIE  	 Vicky Nerviani 
OLIVER 	 John Hart 
DAVEY 	  John Roach 
NELL 	 Marj Weir 
MA COZY 	 Betty Ne rviarsi 
LAWYER GRUDGE  	 , Joe Mensing 
ONEEYED JACK 	 Ed Stout 
LOATHSOME TOAD  	 Jim Mitchell 
BRUTE. McGURK 	 Dan Shea 
ANONYMOUS JONES 	 Al Ncrviani 
FIRST 	 WOMAN 
FIRST WOMAN 	 Mnry Boa Stout 
FIRST MAN 	 Jim Creighton 
SECOND MAN 	 Ed Stout 
SECOND WOMAN 	 Vicky Nervinni 
WELLS FARGO MAN 	 Brad Weir 
THIRD WOMAN 	 Mari Weir 
THIRD MAN 	 John Roach 

	

FOURTH MAN    Jim Mitchell 
fIFTH MAN 	  John Hart 
DANCERS ..Jody Creighton. Elaine Moore, Susie Roach and Diane Shea 
FOURTH COWBOY 	 Ed Stout 
BARD KEEPER 	 Steve Vostmeyer 
FIRST COWBOY 	 John Roach 
OTHER COWBOYS 	 Jim Creightoss and Jim Mitchell 

Time: One moot): later. 
Setting: Same &s Seez 1_ 

PROMETHEA 
A Burlesque Pageant 

Time: The Classical Age 

Setting: Skinker-DeBaliviere; the banks of the River 
Des Peres; Mount Olympus. 

A pivotal moment in Promethea brought to life by Mary Bea Stout and Peter Schmit 
and a cast of thousands. 

VAUDEVILLE OLIO!! 

Citizens: 

Maureen and Stephanie Bell; Con and Zachary Christeson; 

Dave Dempsey; Bernadette DiLorenzo; Meg and Rose 

Flynn; Laura Homer; Elizabeth Judy; Dee and Jeremy 

Schoenfeld; and Monica and Madeline Vanicelli. 

Cast: 

Production Staff: 

Director 	  

Scenic Design and Construction 	

Tom Clear 

. . Andy Cross 

High Priest of Jove 	 Dan Shea Crew 	  Dee and Gary Hayes; 

Promethea 	  Mary Bea Stout and Benoit Lerdeau 

Prehistoric Ed 	  Ed Stout Lighting 	  Becky Holmes 

Mrs. High Priest of Jove 	Anne Withers Judy Poster Design 	  Mary Borgman 

The Oracle of Chouteau 	Kathleen Williams Stage Manager 	  Tom Borgman 

Guard of Jove 	  Rocco DiLorenzo Special Thanks to New City School, Our Advertisers and 
Jove 	  Peter Schmit The Regional Arts Commission. 

• • •TH.AIsMS A HEAP. EVERYBODY • • • 

The cast of the first melodrama in the Dinner Theatre series, held at Grace United Methodist Church's Fellowship Hall in 
November, 1974. The playbill of the last melodrama (so far) in the Dinner Theatre series, held at New City School's theater in May. 1990. 
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the alley lights, organized Halloween parties and conducted paper drives 
to plant trees, those who served on the many boards and committees. 
Our account of the difficulties of the 60's and 70's will cover some of the 
efforts made by residents to work with each other to address: health care 
(The People's Clinic): vacant buildings (Pershing Redevelopment arid West 
End Townhouse): blockbusting and fears of racial divide (the Residential 
Service, Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council, the Paper). There'll 
be more on the Art Fair. the Dinner-Theatre, the impact of Father Peet 
and St. Roch's, and some politics, too. 

We are very fortunate to have records of these activities. Through 
the 30 year history of this newspaper, which has been written and edited 
entirely by volunteers, a record has been kept of the daily life of this 
neighborhood, almost a diary of the residents. 

We have supplemented this incredible resource with the "Memories" 
our readers have been sending for 
months, as well as with interviews 
with many of those who have 
played a leadership role. 

There are many more details 
to be learned, and the interviews 
and Memories continue. We hope 
that everyone with special memen-
tos and memories to share will con-
tinue to contact us, as we are in-
deed planning an archive to retain 
these items and writings for 
history's sake. 

1970 

 

In 1970, there were several 
beginnings in Skinker-DeBaliviere 
which, in retrospect, set our course. 
Calvin B. Stuart was selected Ex-
ecutive Director of the Community 
Council, a position he held 
throughout the 70's; THE PAPER 
(predecessor to THE TIMES) was 
born; energetic and visionary 
women began the Residential Ser-
vice; West End Townhouse was in-
corporated. Why and how neigh-
borhood residents were so moti-
vated at this point in history gives 
a fascinating glimpse into this era. 

In the spring of 1970, Wash 
ington Heights and Rosedale 
Skinker Neighborhood Associa-
tions jointly sponsored a series of 
four meetings at St. Roch's Assem-
bly Hall, regarding real estate prac-
tices. The meetings were con-
ducted by SDCC's Cal Stuart, law-
yer John Roach, Jack Wright of the 
Neighborhood Citizens Commit-
tee, Susie Roach of the Residential 
Service, neighbors Joyce Warren, 
Loretta Lewis, Mike Wilson, Jane 
Davis, Doug McKee, and others. One meeting's topic was the action by 
the U.S. government against four St. Louis real estate firms (Dolan, Jerome 
Howe, Armbruster and Cornet & Zeibing). The attorney for the Justice 
Department, Francis Kennedy, attended and received testimony from 
neighbors who had experienced discrimination from real estate compa-
nies over the past six years. (see also Redlining  in this installment) An-
other community meeting, on April 14, 1970, brought together repre-
sentatives of real estate companies. landlords. and FHA for a discussion 
of the area. 

At two other meetings, FHA's policy on 235-237 loans were ex-
plored. Some 65 houses had been sold to extremely low income families 
under this policy. A citizens' committee was formed, chaired by Virgil 
Jack Wright, to gather support for a letter to FHA to halt this program 
"until an investigation of the distributional pattern of loan recipients and 
the real estate companies' method of promoting 235-237 can be com-
pleted."' (see also 235 Program in this installment) 

Policies of the federal and local government were clearly reinforcing 
the prejudice of real estate companies, the banks, and others against the 
desire of both black and white neighborhood residents to strengthen this 
integrated neighborhood and keep its character—and values—high. Just 
as clear in retrospect is the fact that it was the dedication of volunteers, 
residents of the neighborhood, who were the driving force in making that 
success happen. 

THE RESIDENTIAL SERVICE 

Susie Roach, who had two years earlier founded the Art Fair and 
House Tour, and energetic activist Pat Kohn, founded the new Residen-
tial Service in 1970 and brought many other women forward to work on 
housing issues. Kohn wrote, "We want to encourage as many people as 
possible to join our neighborhood...to fill the empty houses, stores and 
apartments with new talent and voices for the community."' 

Another of the stalwarts, Joan Bender, remembered in her Dec. 94 
recollection in THE TIMES: 

"real estate people were steering whites away... it was "Block Bust-
ing". This was brought up time and again at neighborhood gatherings....no 
longer able to be silent about suspicions, the neighbors talked openly 
about it and looked for action and solutions. ... to counter the block 
busting, Susie rounded up a group of women to form ...the Residential 

Service. It worked with, but was in-
dependent of, the SDCC. In fact, 
there was no office. It seemed to 
run out of the apron pockets of 
those young. energetic, idealistic 
women ...Marlene Mestres and 
Betty Newsham were the mainstays 
of the Apt Rental secion. Susie, Pat 
Kohn, Suzanne Hart and I held up 
the Homes for Sale end. There were 
a lot of helpers for both when 
needed. The houses for sale in SD 
had personalized advertising. 
...Suzanne and I spent over 5 years 
showing the homes for sale. We 
were weekend street walkers show-
ing interested people available hous-
ing. Early on, Susie and Pat took 
real estate courses and got their li-
censes in order to better understand 
what the service was up against. 
Therefore, they acted as advisors to 
the service. They each were spark 
plugs generating fruitful ideas. 

The Residential Service had 
members working on beautification 
(responsible for trees and grass 
planted along Des Peres, working 
with others to close off the railroad 
right of way, and helping plan the 
Tot Lot); and working with corn-
plaints concerning code violations 
and sanitation. Their main activity 
turned out to be showing property 
"on a non-profit, non-discriminatory 
basis." In its first year, the service 
had been instrumental in the sale of 
at least 5 houses and had helped to 
rent several apartments. In 1972, 
probably its most prolific year, the 
Residential Service showed 33 
homes and sold 22 homes, eight of 
which had been "listed" with the ser-
vice. Their Annual Report of that 
year states that when a house listed 

with a real estate agency was sold, normal real estate agency fee structure 
was followed. But, always, the Residential Service was free. 

By May, 1974, the group had succeeded in getting the Post Dis-
patch and the Real Estate Board of St. Louis to tour the neighborhood. 
This was in response to widespread complaints of discrimination, as well 
as the activism of SDCC and the Residential Service. THE PAPER noted 
that, "our neighborhood is 'coming back', that it's a nice place to live in. 
It's people like Susan Roach who are making it happen. "7   

Later Susie and Pat became licensed real estate agents, and Suzanne 
Hart and Joan Bender coordinated the Residential Service. In April, 
1977, one of the recipients of the outreach became its leader when Karleen 
Hoerr took over the reins of the Residential Service, in addition to her 
full-time job as a Special Education Teacher at Children's Hospital. One 
of the first activist Skinker DeBaliviere women who also worked outside 
the home, Karleen proved to be a tireless champion of the neighborhood 
and its housing. 

Later volunteers included Mary Jo Consiglio, Dee Vossmeyer. Mary 
Gioia, and Tia Ault. By 1979. however, there were no houses listed with 
the Residential Service. Actually, that was a sign of success. After nearly 
a decade, the real estate community was beginning to catch on. For 
many years, Feinberg Real Estate Co.'s Dan Feinberg and his company's 
agents like Susie and Karleen were the only agents interested in actively 
marketing this neighborhood. Many Residential Service volunteers recall 

The Residential Service In Action 
We spent 8 years in an apartment on Nina Place before we 

went house-hunting. Naturally, we wanted to live in an area like 
Skinker-DeBaliviere or University City, in part because of its strong 
reputation for tolerance and diversity. As a mixed couple, that 
was what we wanted for our children. Actually, there were very 
few Indians in St. Louis at that time, and I had come from Arkan-
sas to Affton in my high school years, just after the Little Rock 
integration crisis, and it was important to me to live differently 
from that stereotype. The more we hunted for houses, the closer 
we got to home. Finally, we realized that we wanted to stay in 
Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood. Why go elsewhere? It had 
everything we wanted, big houses at reasonable prices (under $ 
20,000), a welcoming feeling, clearly the most diverse neighbor-
hood in the St. Louis area. We had been shown many houses by 
Dan Feinberg in the Central West End, (unbelievably cheap in 
those days. some as low as $ 20-30,000), but many of those 
needed massive amounts of work. Feinberg mentioned a recently 
rehabbed F-IUD house on Westminster. We made an appoint-
ment for a Saturday morning and walked over from Nina Place. In 
front of the big red brick house were a few adults chatting. and 
three or four children, about 3-5 years old, black and white, play-
ing on the sidewalk, riding big wheels. I thought, "wow, Chanaya 
would have playmates here!" Inside the house were at least four 
young women: Cherie McKee, Suzanne Hart and others. Cherie 
lived across the street, and I knew her and her three children from 
the library's "Pre-School Story Hour". We couldn't believe all of 
them were there to show us the house and answer questions about 
the neighborhood. What a welcome it was! This was the "friendly 
recruitment" of the Residential Service. Later we met the next 
door neighbors, the Greens, a stroke of destiny for friendship if 
ever there was, who had also come to Westminster through the 
Residential Service a year before. We learned that another house 
two doors away was also being purchased by a young black fam-
ily, and we both moved into our homes the same weekend. Rita 
Sweets, later to become famous as director of the Dinner-The-
atre, her husband and nearly 3-year old daughter Nikki were New 
Neighbors on Westminster, too. 

Jo Ann Vatcha 



John Roach, Alderman through most of the 70's, is flanked by 
other activist neighbors Tom McPherron, Katie Kurtz, Venita 
Lake, Mar) Weir, Gloria L'Ecuyer and Karen Bynum. 

The energy of the 70's is reflected in this literally down-to-earth photo of Susie Roach, 
Ken Cohen, Cal Stuart, Debbie and Bob Bracey. as they take a break from alley-cleaning 
for a bit of brainstorming. 
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with satisfaction the moment they saw a com-
peting realtor's For Sale sign, for it meant that-
finallyl—they had succeeded in making prop-
erty in Skinker-DeBaliviere valuable and market-
able to all. 

REDLINING 

Redlining was a common practice in 1963 
when Skinker DeBaliviere began to undergo 
racial transition. It allowed widespread discrimi-
nation in lending and insuring and was part and 
parcel of a system that permitted some to profit 
from the racial fears of others. Redlining and 
its predecessors in housing discrimination-seg-
regation ordinances and restrictive covenants-
catered to the desire of whites to live apart from 
other groups, especially African Americans, but 
also Jews and Asians. St. Louis was one of a 
group of border cities that enacted segregation 
ordinances in the years just before World War I. 
These ordinances forbade blacks from moving 
onto preponderantly white blocks. In 1918, 
the U.S. Supreme Court found such ordinances 
to be constitutionally unenforceable. However, 
realtors and neighborhood associations contin-
ued to try to keep races separated. The restric-
tive covenant, which forbid the sale of property 
to African Americans and other minority groups, 
had been in use in St. Louis at least since the 
first private place was built in the 1870s. The 
Supreme Court declared these covenants to be 
unconstitutional in 1948 in the case of Shelley 
v.Kramer, which originated in St. Louis. 

Redlining was more widely practiced in the 
U.S. and was particularly pernicious because it 
carried the imprimatur of the federal govern-
ment. Set up to protect home buyers, the Home 
Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) developed 
standards for the guarantee of mortgage loans. 
These standards permitted lenders to evaluate 
neighborhoods and judge the risk associated with 
making loans there. The standards contained 
certain prejudices of the time. Areas with single 
family homes were considered most desirable. 
The newer the homes, the better the neighbor-
hood was judged to be. If Jews lived in a par-
ticular area, it did not receive the top rating. 
The standards were harshest in regard to Afri-
can Americans. Their neighborhoods were rated 
the least desirable and were outlined in red. 
HOLC did not actually guarantee mortgages it-
self. However, its standards, including the  

redlining, were adopted by the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA) and the Veterans Admin-
istration (VA) which together guaranteed mort-
gage loans for millions of American families. 
Until the passage of the 1968 Civil Rights Act, 
FHA and VA helped to ensure a deteriorating 
central city and a growing lily white suburbia. 
African Americans received a tiny tiny percent-
age of FHA loans and such loans were not given 
to whites wishing to move to an integrated area. 
Kenneth T. Jackson documented these practices 

in his study Crabgrass Frontier: The 
Suburbanization of America (Oxford University 
Press, 1985). In fact, St. Louis provided a num-
ber of his examples and his text contains repro-
ductions of the redlined maps of this metropoli-
tan area. 

The practice of redlining became wide-
spread in a number of professions, especially in 
the years following the Second World War. 
Thus, realtors failed to show homes in integrated 
neighborhoods to whites. They fueled panic 
selling by existing white residents to increase 
their profits. African Americans frequently were 
reduced to buying homes on land contracts; con-
ventional and government-insured mortgages 
were denied them. Insurance companies de-

clined to offer coverage to 
homeowners in transitional 
or minority-dominated ar-
eas. If 'bankers or realtors 
or insurers feared slums, 
their practices also certainly 
helped to create them. 
Redlining continues to this 
day but in somewhat more 
subtle fashion. It is now 
against the law but lack of 
compliance is difficult to es-
tablish. 

Establishing redlining's 
tawdry history in Skinker 
DeBaliviere is not difficult. 
Various neighbors indicated 
the problems they encoun-
tered when trying to see or 
buy a home here. The 
Benders came from Pitts-
burgh and explored some 
neighborhoods on their 
own. They saw a house on 
Kingsbury that seemed ideal 
for their family. When they 
called the realtor whose sign 
graced the Kingsbury lawn, 
he clearly did not want to  

show them the property. Instead, he suggested 
suitable places in all white areas. One time edi-
tor of THE PAPER, JoBeth Creighton, also en-
countered frustration and prejudice.She learned 
that she could not get a 25 year house loan; the 
best her lender could do in "dangerously inte-
grated "Skinker DeBaliviere was 15 years. 
Creighton reported, "we learned to our aston-
ishment that the loan had been refused on the 
basis of the age and location of the house."8  
Kathy Harleman, one of the co-authors of THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD remembers, "When we 
bought (our house), at the neighborhood's low-
est point, the people who stayed were those 
who believed in integration. The ones who were 
going to go. had already gone. You had a core 
of people like Art Santen. He flat out said, this 
is my house, and nobody's getting me out of 
here. (It's) my neighborhood, and I'm not leav-
ing. "9  

Parkview, even with its different zip code 
and generally larger single family homes, did not 
escape the curse of redlining. In a history of 
this private place, Urban Oasis. author Jean 
Eberle noted that "urban blight was not acci-
dental, but the result of careful steering by real 
estate companies, financial institutions.and in-
surance companies. The Parkview Agents en-
couraged residents to fight back, to put political 
and economic pressure on offending institu-
tions."'° Parkview fully supported Skinker 
DeBaliviere's efforts to make redlining unsuc-
cessful on this turf and joined in the work of the 
Residential Service, the House Tour and the Art 
Fair. 

Parishioners of St. Roch's came together 
with non-Catholic residents to forge a partner-
ship of neighbors to fight such practices. Cal 
Stuart described moving to SD. "We had to 
battle a few realtors to convince them we wanted 
to buy our house on McPherson... it is a kind of 
real estate mentality... they cannot understand 
how that neighborhood can attract intelligent 
buyers. That some people prefer to live in a 
neighborhood that is mixed racially, socially, 
economically, every which way, is just beyond 
their comprehension". " 

Redlining was battled for many years, lead-
ing in 1977 to the formation of the first sav- 
ings and loan institution to be chartered in 25 
years, the Central West End Savings and Loan. 
largely due to its support by SDCC and neigh- 
borhood residents. Cal Stuart remembers testi-
fying, along with Jack Wright and others, to the 
importance of having such a local savings bank. 
A detailed account of the CWE bank and its 



True urban pioneers gathered in 1991 to celebrate the 251h anniversary of SDCC: Richard 
Hart, Esther Herron, Jack Wright, Bob Blackburn, and Cal Stuart. 
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founders, including a feature on Kathleen 
Hamilton, will be found in a later installment of 
this history. And in 1979, redlining was offi-
cially discouraged with the passage of the Neigh-
borhood Reinvestment Act, in which banks are 
required to document their efforts to lend in the 
areas in which they do business. 

Another important development was the 
election of John Roach as alderman. As former 
neighbor Tom McPherron wrote recently, "John 
and others deserve credit...John was able to get 
private mortgages and that was key. FHA and 
VA would have destroyed us."" 

THE 235-237 PROGRAMS 

Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty pro-
duced a number of housing initiatives. Perhaps 
its least successful was the 235 program. The 
235 program was designed to assist low income 
families, including those on welfare, to become 
home owners. The U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD) acquired 
single family homes in many central cities and 
then sold them to those of limited means. Fre-
quently, these homes were to be found in neigh-
borhoods experiencing racial turnover. Down 
payments as well as monthly payments were tai-
lored for the low income. In St. Louis, many 
homes were frequently located in areas under-
going racial transition, such as Skinker 
DeBaliviere. The program failed because many 
of the new owners were unable to cope with 
unexpected maintenance expenditures such as 
a new furnace or water heater. The family could 
make the monthly house note but had no re-
serve for emergencies. Foreclosures were ram-
pant. There were 10,000 foreclosures in De-
troit alone. The program also provided little 
screening and little training for, the new 
homeowners. Some 65 houses had been sold 
in Skinker-DeBaliviere to extremely low income 
families under this policy by 1970. This was the 
subject of some of the neighborhood meetings 
in early 1970 which led to important change in 
the neighborhood. 

John Roach, soon to be the area's alder-
man, was also very instrumental in battling the 
235-237 programs, and he and Jack Wright 
went to Washington, D.C. in 1970 to testify 
about the negative effects of those programs to 
Congress. 

WEST END TOWNHOUSE 

On Sunday, April 26, 1970, at St. Roch's 
Church, parishioner Philip J. Lucier, President 
of Continental Telephone Corporation and a 
resident of Parkview with eleven children, made 
an important announcement: the formation of 
West End Townhouse, Inc.. a wholly owned real 
estate investment subsidiary of Continental Tele-
phone Corporation. 

Lucier announced that the primary purpose 
of the investment program was "fostering maxi-
mum racial integration and neighborhood im-
provement. "13  

Monsignor Robert Peet, pastor of St. 
Roch's had initiated this new corporation by 
inviting several leaders to discuss housing needs 
in the community in February, 1970. The dis-
cussion focused particularly on the many rental 
buildings which were becoming more and more 
problematic. Phil Lucier pledged money from 
his company, Continental Telephone, saying, 
according to Delphine McClellan in her book, 
We Stayed to Fight for City Living, "1 don't know 
why we cannot put a million dollars into our 
own area, which we love and where we intend 
to stay."" John Roach, a lawyer and later Al-
derman of the 28th Ward, assisted in organizing 
the corporation and served on its board. 

The new corporation was initially capital-
ized with $ 150,000, with the intent to reha-
bilitate and rent single family homes and apart-
ment buildings in the Skinker-DeBaliviere Neigh-
borhood. Lucier intended for the corporation 
to sponsor a limited partnership as a vehicle for 
individuals and corporations to match 
Continental's initiative, anticipating that $ 
150,000 should attract between $ 600,000 and 
$ 780,000 of total investment. He felt that pub-
lic utilities, such as Continental Telephone, had 
a responsibility to assist neighborhoods. 

In addition to Lucier, West End Townhouse's 
initial Board of Directors included: 

Ray Hutchison, Continental Telephone 
employee; Gerry Deppe, and John Roach. West 
End Townhouse got off the ground quickly and 
had acquired several buildings when, just months 
later, on July 24, 1970, Lucier was killed by a 
car bomb in Clayton, a mystery which was never 
solved but which has been thought to have been 
a case of mistaken identity. 

Lucier's sudden death shook the hopes of 
many neighborhood residents that the corpora-
tion would be a major player in turning around 
the neighborhood's badly deteriorated rental  

housing. In fact, Continental Telephone turned 
over the corporation in trusteeship to the people 
of St. Roch's parish after Lucier's death. 

By February, 1971, Jim Hitchcock wrote 
for THE PAPER that, in addition to Deppe and 
Roach, new board members induded: John Fox, 
retired board chairman of Mercantile Trust; 
Steven Sailer, Virgil Jack Wright, and Wayne 
Grancolas. In just over a year, WET owned about 
100 units of housing in 24 buildings and, ac-
cording to John Roach, was actively seeking 
funding to purchase other remaining "problem 
buildings west of the railroad tracks." 15  

In 1972, Washington University trustees 
donated $ 150,000 as a guarantee of credit to 
the corporation. In addition, a long term mort-
gage had been obtained from Commerce Bank 
to retire some outstanding debts and to com-
plete renovation of some of the corporation's 
26 buildings. Two apartment buildings, imme-
diately west of the SDCC office and Clinic, had 
to be demolished. 

Clearly, West End Townhouse, working 
through its many volunteers, carried on the vi-
sion of Lucier, and eventually undertook inno-
vative condominium renovations in buildings on 
Rosedale and Pershing, as well as stabilizing 
over 26 buildings of rental property throughout 
the neighborhood. Other neighborhood resi-
dents who served on the board of WET during 
this period included Tom McPherron and Bob 
Blackburn. 

In the early 80's, after Msgr. Peet had re-
tired and, after many other changes had come 
about in the neighborhood, most of the proper-
ties remaining in West End Townhouse's inven-
tory were sold. Some were donated to Grace 
and Peace Fellowship. The remaining funds 
reverted to St. Roch's for other parish priori- 
ties. 	In 1986, a new park located next to 
Hamilton School was dedicated and named in 
honor of Lucier. Greg Freeman, writing in the 
Summer, 1986, issue of THE TIMES, quoted 
other neighborhood leaders, including former 
SDCC Executive Director Cal Stuart, who said 
of Lucier and West End Townhouse, "The whole 
idea was designed to stimulate private develop-
ment in houses in the area." And then-Mayor 
Vince Schoemehl called Lucier, "a 'man who 
taught optimism to this community." 16  

Watch for the next part 
of the updated 

neighborhood history, 
by JoAnn Vatcha, 

author/editor 
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Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

January 10, 2000 
(Corrected as of February 14, 2000) 

In Attendance: President Gary L. Hayes. Directors: Ann Smith Carr, Lara Doyle, 
Peggy Droege, Greg Freeman, Amy Gill, Steve Givens, Ronie Haliburton, Ruth Johnson 
(Kingsbury Square Alt.), Gwen LaZard, Susan Littlefield, Mild Merritt, Shirley Polk, Dan 
Schesch, Lana Stein. Guests: Bill Colbert (Grace Methodist Church), Andy Cross (Beau-
tification Committee), John and Sole Van Emden. Mike Faille, Billy Handmaker (Cross-
roads School), Paul Hohmann (Transportation Committee), Larry Isom (Neighborhood 
Stabilization Officer), Terry Kowalczyk (SLPD), Lyda Krewson (Alderman, 28". Ward), 
Steve Mnich, John Parker, Don Reynolds (SLPD), Jeffrey Schwartz (Archway Communi-
ties), Katrina Stierholz (Playground Committee). 

Staff: Gary Boehnke (Housing Corporation Project Administrator). Laure Porterfield 
(SDCC Executive Director). 

Absent: Jane Geller, Maggie Hart-Mahon. Shashi Kara, Sharon Fitzgibbons, Paula 
Sigman. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President Gary L. Hayes. 
Welcome and Introductions: Announcements. Amy Gill reported that Jane 

Geiler, due to serious illness. is resigning. Rosedale and Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council will send flowers. 

Mike Faille of Talayna's addressed the terms for which his liquor license was issued. 
He says he cannot afford the security guard and he -worked a deal" with representatives 
of Rodemeyer - Kristal where he eliminated his delivery service in return for elimination 
of the security guard. Further, he agreed to 1.) keep the blinds to the kitchen closed; 2.) 
have the bartender better screen customers; and 3.) keep up the grounds better; he has 
already had some landscaping done. 

A motion was made and passed that we send a letter of warning outlining problems 
discussed. We will monitor the business for thirty days; if conditions are not met. we will 
examine our options. We will continue to work with DeBaliviere Place to assure Talayna's 
compliance and will monitor on a monthly basic. 

Election of Officers 
The only contested office is president with Gary L. Hayes and Dan Schesch both 

running for this position. Each candidate spoke briefly. The first round of balloting 
resulted in a 7 -7 tie: one ballot was not counted. The second round resulted in 6 votes 
for Gary Hayes and 9 votes for Dan Schesch. Dan Schesch is the new president. Greg 
Freeman and Lara Doyle remain as vice-president and secretary. Peggy Droege replaces 
Lana Stein as treasurer. 

President's Report 
Gary L. Hayes reported that John Thomas was pleased to be asked to join the board 

as an at-large member. It was voted by acclamation to add John to the Board. A letter 
will be sent to him. Gary is working with Francis Slay to permanently acquire the Block 
1035 Garden lot from LRA. 

Archway Update 
The conditional use hearing was continued until January 12 at 1:30 p.m. There was 

lengthy discussion regarding a cap on clientele. It was moved and seconded that Skinker 
DeBaliviere Community Council offer a compromise, with conditions being 1.) a cap of 
180 hours of out patient treatment per month, based on estimates provided by Archway 
that the outpatient service level at present was 40.60 patients; 2.) security acceptable to 
the neighborhood 20 hours a week, after dark and to be provided by Archway; 3.) a low 
profile be maintained: minimal signs on the street. no address on print material and 
advertising. 

There are still three openings on the Archway Board. 
Financial Report - Lana Stein 
This is a calendar year report. Without Loretta Reinhart Fund and fundraising, there 

would have been a shortfall. We will have $48,000 in CDA funds for the coming year. 
Changes in bookkeeping will be made with the assistance of the incoming treasurer. 

Alderman's - Report 
Mayor's MetroLink Expansion advisory committee appointed. Should Paul Hohmann 

attend? Lyda will check to see if it the meetings are open to the public. 
Security Report - Don Reynolds 
Only one burglary since arrests were made. At Christmas, a multi-family apartment in 

6000 block of Waterman had all apartments broken into. Officer Don Reynolds re-
ported that they regularly find garage doors open in the neighborhood. This is an invita-
tion to steal. Don was questioned about numerous solicitors around Skinker DeBaliviere. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Report 
Greg Freeman reported that everything is ready for this Sunday's program. 
Playground Report 
Katrina reported that the committee is ready to move forward. The contract is 

currently being reviewed by a lawyer. 
Beautification Report 
Andy Cross reported that the waterline has been installed for the McPherson garden. 

Three sections of sidewalk have been replaced; 100 donated bulbs have been planted; 
Blitz Day for Skinker DeBaliviere will be April 1, 2000. Beautification volunteers 

will lay sod for playground. 
Executive Director's Report 
A written report was included in the Board packets, Gary Boehnke's Housing Corpo-

ration report was also attached. 
Other Business 
P.O. Terry Kowalczyk asked for opportunity to thank the community for sponsoring 

the annual Police Appreciation lunch in December, on behalf of Captain HeNer, Terry 
and Don Reynolds and the 76' District Officers. 

The result of the second ballot was announced. Dan thanked all present for their 
confidence. He indicated be would obtain a pager so all board members could reach him 
when they needed to do so. 

Susan Littlefiekl made a motion acknowledging Gary L. Hayes' years of service to the 
Community Council and thanking him for his contributions. The motion passed unani-
mously. It was directed that a certificate be prepared and given to Gary at the 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. celebration. 

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

February 14, 2000 
(corrected 3-13-00) 

In Attendance: President Dan Schesch, Directors Ann Smith Carr, Lara Doyle, 
Peggy Droege, Georgi Fox, Greg Freeman, Amy Gill, Ronie Haliburton, Gary L. Hayes, 
Gwen Lazard, Susan Littlefield, Shirley Polk, Lana Stein, Katrina Stierholz, John Tho-
mas. 

Guests: Bill Colbert (Grace Methodist Church), Andy Cross (Beautification Com-
mittee), Michael Fitzgibbons (Kingsbury Square), Suzanne Goodman (Washington Uni-
versity), Keith Gray, Sheri Speed -Gray, Billy Handrnaker (Crossroads School), Terry 
Kowalczyk (SLPD), Lyda Krewson (Alderman, 28th Ward). Steve Mnich, John Parker, 
Les Pettet (Archway Communities), Don Reynolds (SLPD). Dave Stoecker (Central West 
End Bank), Jeanne Sweet (Central West End Bank). Michael Taylor (Central West End 
Bank). 

Staff: Gary Boehnke (Housing Corporation Project Administrator), Laure Porterfield 
(SDCC Executive Director). 

Absent: Sharon Fitzgibbons, Steve Givens, Shashi Kara, Rev. Miki Merritt. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Dan Schesch. 
Welcome and Introductions: The President welcomed new board members Georgi 

Fox, John Thomas and Katrina Stierholz. 
Dave Stoecker of the Central West End Bank gave a presentation outlining the 

bank's mission, the area where they primarily lend, plans for strengthening their bank 
and the future. 

Approval of minutes 
Minutes were corrected and approved. 
Security Report - P.O. Terry Kowalczyk indicated that crime is down: a few car 

related incidents. Beware of rehab scams. 
Treasurer's Report - Peggy Droege met with staff to familiarize herself with cur-

rent computer and bookkeeping system software. Will develop a template for Juanita 
to use with Excel. Projected budget estimates a $6000 shortfall. Will need to fund 
raise; reinstate Friends Campaign. Executive committee discussed allowing purchase of 
office supplies up to $100 without board approval as long as they stay within the monthly 
budget. Approved. It was discovered that a small daily cash reserve account with less 
than $700 had not been closed; since the monthly service fee is $7.50 a motion was 
made, seconded and passed to close the account and transfer the money to the general 
account. A more comprehensive report will be made next month; approval of the 
Treasurer's report postponed until March meeting. 

Executive Committee Report - Dan Schesch 
A. Archway Communities - At the January 12 hearing, representatives of the 

Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood presented issues and concerns. A decision was to 
have been made by February 16. Alderman Lyda Krewson asked for and received a 
postponement while continuing to work on a compromise. Dr. Paula Sigman resigned 
as director at Archway; Les Pettet is interim Director.  

B. By-laws Committee: An ad hoc committee will review and propose revisions to 
the by-laws. The committee will be chaired by Susan Littlefield and includes Maggie 
Hart-Mahon, Amy Gill and Ruth Johnson. They will report to the board in two-three 
months 

C. Ad hoc Technology Committee - Dan Schesch announced that the committee 
will now be chaired by Katrina Steirholz. Dan Schesch, Peggy Droege and Shashi Kara 
will remain on the committee. They will look into designing and maintaining a web site 
in addition to our existing site at St. Louis neighborhoods (CIN) 

D. Talayna follow up - Shirley Polk reported that the parking lot is cleaner; will 
continue to monitor litter removal and exterior lighting. 

E. March meeting agenda will include a 1/2 hour brainstorming session. Will ad: 
dress office renovation ideas and form a committee. 

Executive Director's Report - Laure Porterfield reported that the owners of the 
Laurel Apartments would like to renegotiate their financing in order to pay for much. 
needed renovations. Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council holds a fourth deed of 
trust. We are being asked to resubordinate the Deed of Trust. No one can remember 
why we hold the fourth and no paper trail has been found. A written report was 
included in the Board packets. 

Housing Corporation - Gary Boehnke reported that his written report was at-
tached. Rosedale Square Apartments - Phase I complete; Phases II and IIi moving 
along. Nina Place townhomes: six sold so far. 

Committees and Neighborhood Reports 
A. Rosedale - Amy Gill held a meeting at New Cote Brilliante Church of God for 

6000 and 6100 blocks of Washington and Westminster. Block captain teams were 
elected. Katrina Steirholz was elected to replace Jane Geiler as the representative to 
the Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council board. Topics of discussion include traffic 
and speeding, trash in alleys and problem properties. 

B. Beautification - Andy Cross planted approximately 300 bulbs contributed by 
West End Community Conference in the garden and park areas. February 19" is a 
steering committee and gardeners meeting: work dates are the first three Saturdays in 
March. Blitz Day plans are being made. This year's Garden Tour will focus on Block 
1035 Garden and surrounding area. 

C. Playground - Katrina Stierholz said that contracts have been sent to an attor-
ney for review and recommended changes. Grace Methodist's donation makes fund 
raising complete. It was moved and seconded that Katrina be authorize to sign off on 
the construction contract. 

D. Dr. Martin Luther King Celebration - Greg Freeman reported that there was a 
very good turn out with wonderful performances from the participants. Thanks to all 
who helped and to Grace Methodist for hosting the event. 

Other Business 
Residential Committee to meet at 7:00 p.m. on February 22 (Tuesday) at the SDCC 

office.  
Adjourned at 8:30 p.m. Went to executive session. 
Respectfully submitted, Lara Doyle 

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Builds a Playground 

As this issue of the Times goes to 
press, final details are being arranged 
between various City agencies, the . 
Parks Department, and the Playground 
Committee of the Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Council to permit the con-
struction of the long-awaited Play-
ground at Four Corners Park to pro-
ceed. Many hours of hard work have  

been contributed by Alderman Lyda 
Krewson, Director of Parks. Recreation 
and Forestry Dan McGuire, represen-
tatives of the Mayor's office, commit-
tee chairman Katrina Stierholz, and 
others too numerous to mention to 
bring resolution to the impasse created 
by the President of the Board of Pub-
lic Service's decisions regarding the 

project's implementation. BPS insisted 
that funds raised to date were to be 
turned over to the City to administer 
during the construction of this commu-
nity initiated and community-supported 
project. Details of the agreement have 
not been completed, but construction 
should begin any day now on this 
much-anticipated neighborhood ame-
nity. 



KINGSBURY 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

420 N. Skinker ( M Kingsbury ) 

Stephen A. Brammeier DVM 
Kim Setting DVM 

Full Service Grooming Available 
Hours by Appointment 

9-6:30 Mon.-Thurs. / 9-4:3 Fri / 10-2 Sat. 

721-6251 

Our borne is in 
the 
so is our heart. 
V 

CWE 
 central west end bank 

4115 CONNECTICUT ST. 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63116 

314.773.3316 

OFF. 721-5600 
RES. 862-5071 

BROKER 
ASSOCIATE 

KARLEEN O. HOERR 
LIFE MEMBER MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

LIFE MEMBER MULTIMILLION DOLLAR CLUB 

DANIEL B. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO. 
360 N. SKINKER BLVD. 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63130 

DELMAR 
CLEANERS 
Your neighborhood cleaner 
with complete cleaning & 

laundry service. 

6142 Delmar Blvd. 

Call 727-6600- 
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IN YOUR EAR 
by Hawkeye Q. Hoerr 

If there's anything that the coming 
of the new millennium has caused more 
than anxieties and flashlight purchases, 
it's the creation of lists. Looking ahead 
means we are reflecting on where 
we've been: looking back, classifying, 
and counting. There are lists for ev-
erything. During the past week alone, 
for example, the TODAY show has 
offered lists for "The Biggest Villain in 
the Twentieth Century" (Hitler, hands 
down), "The Oddest Fashions of the 
Twentieth Century" (leisure suits were 
tied for #6 with reflecting sunglasses), 
and "The Most Important Books of the 
Past 1,000 Years" (no surprise, the 
winner was The Bible; Calvin and 
Hobbs: A Treasury was #6, A Confed-
eracy of Dunces was #117 and The 
Wisdom of Dan Quayle was 
#23,106,334). 

Ambassador, the TWA in-flight 
magazine, offered "The Top Ten Tech-
nologies in the Evolution of Civiliza-
tion" (#1 being the spinning wheel and 
#10 being computer vacuum tubes, #5 
being silly putty ). Sports Illustrated 
featured the athletes of the Century 
and, as he was inside the ring, Ali re-
mains numero uno. The POST has 
been running a list of candidates for 
the St. Louis Person of the Century 
(which could be more accurately titled 
the St. Louis White Male Businessman 
of the Century); folks who didn't make 
big bucks need not apply. On "Meet 
the Press," Bill Bradley and Al Gore 
were asked to list their picks for top 
presidents (guess which one cited Bill 
Clinton?), and not to be outdone, the 
peripatetic Geraldo has a t.v. show fea-
turing "The Top Ten Cross-Dressers of 
the Twentieth Century" (J. Edgar 
Hoover only placed third). 

OK, so by now you've figured it out. 
This month's column is going to be a 
list. Lists are, after all, easier to write  

than regular narratives and not unlike 
our president, I'm into what's easy. I'm 
paid by the adjective, mind you, so a 
column of lists result in a small finan-
cial sacrifice on my part, but that's ac-
ceptable to humble, wise, hirsute, 
jaded, lanky, polymath me (the adjec-
tives count the same, whether or not 
they're accurate). 

But even though it will be easier on 
me, you, dear reader, are, I'm sure, 
tired of lists. So considerate soul that I 
am, instead of giving you a list, i.e. a 
category and litany, I'm reversing 
things a bit. I'll offer the list and then 
let you select the category. If I said, 
lions, tigers, and cougars, for ex-
ample, for $50 the correct category 
would be... right: sports teams! Got 
it? Here goes: 

1. In the list of Cher, Madonna, 
Liz Taylor, Donna Summer, and Ali 
McBee], the correct category is: (a) 
women who married men shorter than 
them, (b) women you wouldn't bring 
home to mom, (c) women you would 
bring home:to dad, or (d) women 
whose success shows that talent isn't 
everything. The answer is (e) all of the 
above. 

2. In the list of Freeman Bosley, 
Bill Clinton, Senator Ashcroft-Bond, 
and Jet, "don't call me propellor," 
Banks, the correct category is (a) 
elected officials who fill lotsa column-
inches in the POST, (b) elected officials 
who never fail to disappoint, (c) elected 
officials who talk a lot but never really 
say anything or (d) elected officials who 
offer the best reason for term limits. 
The answer is (d). 

3. In the list of tatoos with mis-
spellings, pierced noses in winter, hair 
color that is never found in nature, and 
60's clothes coming back that was 
never here in the first place, the cor-
rect category is (a) things in the Lands' 

End catalogue, (b) why Parkmoor re-
ally closed, (c) what can be purchased 
on Delmar in the Loop, or (d) what's 
seen on the trendy set at the Bread 
Company The answer is (c). 

4. In the list of Linda Tripp, the 
correct category is (a) a woman you'd 
never confide in, (b) someone who 
made Monica look good, (c) the re-
venge of Alexander Graham Bell, or 
(d) no, Linda, not just like you & me. 
The answer is (a). 

5. In the list of too noisy, unsafe, 
unsightly, and Not In My Backyard, the 
correct category is (a) the Art Museum 
Expansion, (b) the water area for the 
elephants at the Zoo, (c) the new Pag-
eant Theater on Delmar, or (d) the 
above-ground Metrolink expansion 
down the Forest Park Expressway. 
The correct answer is (f) none of the 
above. 

6. In the list of the downtown Serra 
Sculpture, the Columbia, IL airport, the 
soon-to-be-built new baseball stadium, 
and the highway 40 repairs. The cor-
rect category is (a) government boon-
doggles, (b) money spent for things that  

we don't want, (c) proof that things can 
be both ugly and dysfunctional, or (d) 
things that make the TWA dome look 
like a good investment. The correct 
answer is (e) all of the above. 

7. In the list of John Travolta, 
George W. Bush, Lawrence Phillips, 
and General George Armstrong Custer, 
the correct category is (a) people who 
would never release their college tran-
scripts, (b) people who have been off 
drugs for at least nine years, (c) people 
who have been portrayed by Dustin 
Hoffman in a film, or (d) people you'd 
never vote for. The correct answers are 
(a), (b), and (d). 

8. In the list of Monica Lewinsky, 
Marilyn Monroe, Paula Jones, Kate 
Summersby, and Sally Hemmings, the 
correct category is (a) women who 
made the headlines, (b) 'women who 
have lots of talents, (c) women who give 
new meaning to the term First Ladies, 
or (d) women Jerry Springer would die 
for. The correct answer is (d). 

Next issue: The list of reasons why 
the City of St. Louis should not agree 
to merge with the county. 

AMERICAN 
INDIAN CENTER 

Of ST. LOUIS 

FAX 	3 1 4 . 7 7 3 . 7 16 0 
WiPS/Tf. STLINDN<TR.ORG 
FmAUt AICSTLOSWBELLNET 

COLONIAL 
RUG COMPANY 

6191' Delmar 

Complete Floor Service 
Remnants Always in Stock 

Bill Schiller 

"City Living at Its Best" 
White T-Shirts with neon green legend and a silhouette skyline portray-

ing neighborhood vistas are still available for purchase through the SDCC 
office. While quantities are limited in some sizes, we've heard your request 
and now offer adult sizes S —M- L — XL and XXL, all at one low price of 
$12.00. These soft, 100% cotton shirts are also great sleep shirts! 

Complete the following order form and send it with your check to Skinker 
DeBaliviere Community Council, 6008 Kingsbury, St. Louis MO 63112, 
or stop by and pick up your shirt during regular business hours. Questions? 
Call 862-5122. 

fi Yes, please send me a neighborhood T-Shirt in the following 
size: 
	S M 	L 	XL 	XXL 

Total quantity ordered at $12.00 each 	Shirts 
TOTAL ENCLOSED $ 	 

(make checks payable to Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council) 

Your 
name 	

Address 	

Phone (days) 	
(evenings) 	


