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Sudden Loss

By Jo Ann Vatcha

Ignored for over twenty
years by its previous owner,
one of Delmar's loveliest buildings did not survive a recent
attempt at rehab. The facade
of 6154 Delmar was a charming one, with a handsomely
detailed cornice and colorful
tile. Set close by the sidewalk,
it always seemed sad to be
neglected. Over the years,
many people had tried to buy
it and make it come alive
again, but, even when taken to
court as a nuisance by nearby
residents, the owner paid fines
and sat.
In recent months, we
regained hope, when Joe
Edwards, capable of achieving
almost any Delmar dream, was
able to purchase the building
and plan its renovation. It was
announced that the building
was to become home of a
wonderful new restaurant,
another sign that Delmar East

.had turned the
corner towards a
successful future.
The perseverance of new
owner
Joe
Edwards and the
state's
historic
rehab tax credits
would have made
rehab of even this
badly deteriorated
building feasible.
But the building
must have been
held together by
the
plywood
board-ups and
debris; during inte- A 1976 photograph of the ornate building at 6154 Delmar, shown at right.
rior demolition, it The building between it and Delmar Cleaners has been gone for many years.
simply collapsed. This photo demonstrates the radical changes Delmar is undergoing.
Emergency
removal
was
ordered, and, sadly, a longstanding problem property
stood no longer.

Partying in the Cool, Crisp Air
by Lana Stein

Many would agree that June
15 was the last Saturday when
people could come together in
the out-of-doors to have a
good time. Fortunately for the
Times, June 15 was an
extremely pleasant evening
not beset by excessive heat,
humidity, or virulent mosquitos. And, many people came
to the Vatcha-Green backyards
on Westminster to help support our all volunteer neighborhood newspaper and meet
old and new friends.
There were neighbors who
have lived here for several
decades or more and quite a
number who have been here a
year or less. Some had children with them. Some were
children of old-timers who
now make their home here,
too.
Thanks to those on the
Times Board and other news-

paper supporters who supplied delectables to eat and to
our rotating crew of friendly
bartenders who sold beer and
soda to the throng. Thanks,
too, to Lois Schoemehl, our
Business Manager, who has
our TIMES finances well in
hand and helped immensely in
keeping expenses low.
Besides seeing old friends
and meeting newcomers, the
party raised money. It costs
about $600 to produce an
issue and this party enabled us
to produce at least 2 and 1/3
more of our chock-filled tales
of Skinker DeBaliviere.
If you were unable to attend
and wish to contribute, please
send a check to the Times c/o
6168 Westminster. In addition, we are thinking of a new
and different way to seek support that many of you may
like. Details in the next issue!

The Times' nearly-annual New Neighbors Party was a huge success. Host Neville Vatcha greeted old neighbors and new friends,
together numbering almost 100.

Wintermarkt Registration
West End Arts Council proudly issues a call for entries to potential participating crafts persons, artists and bakers for the second
annual Wintermarkt. and outdoor arts and crafts festival. The
Wintermarkt will be held Saturday, December 7th, at Four Corners
Park. This celebration of the holidays features handcrafted toys,
treats, jewelry, decorations, and gifts for your home, your family

and friends
Last year's participants offered hand-made jewelry, hand crafted
objects d'art for the home, dried flowers, holiday decorations, hand
thrown pottery, blown glass, and hand-crafted baked goods of
every description. Plans for this year included a blacksmithing
demonstration, roasted chestnuts, jewelry, holiday decorations and
much more. Proceeds benefit the West End Arts Council.For registration forms, or with any questions, craftsmen and artisans

should contact the SDCC office at 862-5122.
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Editor's Notebook
By Lana Stein

I have long been of the opinion that there should be one
Skinker DeBaliviere and that further division served to divide
rather than unify us. The division between Rosedale and
Washington Heights is grounded in history and in now obsolete
organizational arrangements. Rosedale consists of the area west
of DesPeres, the 6000 and 6100 blocks. Washington Heights is
the area to the east, the 5700, 5800, and 5900 blocks.
Each area formed its own organization almost 40 years ago
and had representation on the Skinker DeBaliviere Community
Council, formed in 1966.
In the early 1980s, disputes over redevelopment in Washington
Heights caused that organization to withdraw from the council.
Subsequently, that organization dissolved.
Rosedale Neighbors continued to exist, have yearly meetings,
special events like Rags to Riches, and participate in the Council.
The SDCC wanted all areas represented and named at-large
members from Washington Heights. In 1991, Nina Place,
Kingsbury Square and the 58-5900 block of DeGiverville petitioned the council for membership and were accepted. Today,
the 5800 and 5900 blocks of Waterman and Pershing have asked
to be able to send a representative to the council.
At the August council meeting, some members questioned
whether Washington Heights should re-establish its own organization. That is of course a matter for Washington Heights residents to consider.
To me, it seems a lot healthier to think of Skinker DeBaliviere
as one neighborhood with common events and common concerns. DesPeres is an artificial boundary. This certainly deserves
some thought from all neighborhood residents, and we hope to
hear from you, the readers, with any thoughts on this subject.

Calendar
Upcoming Events Calendar
September 9 — Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Board
meeting. 7:00 p.m., 6008 Kingsbury

September 22 — Personal Safety Seminar - Sponsors include
SDCC, St. Louis Metropolitan Police, Washington University Police,
and University City Police Departments. 3:00 p.m. Grace United
Methodist Church. Open to the public – all are invited to attend.
Refreshments.

October 14 — SDCC Annual Meeting - Potluck Supper followed by
program and business meeting. Supper begins at 6:00, meeting at
7:00 p.m. Grace United Methodist Church. Open to all neighborhood residents.

December 7th — Wintermarkt – second annual holiday crafts festival sponsored by the West End Arts Council. Handcrafted gifts, holiday breads and pastries available'for purchase. Craftspeople must
register in advance. Four Corners Park (Kingsbury and Des Peres).
Call 862-5122 for more details.
December 19th — Annual Police Appreciation Luncheon – 11:00
a.m. -4:00 p.m. Neighborhood hosts daylong open house for officers of the Seventh District. 6008 Kingsbury.

Other Events of Interest
Now

–

The Lindbergh exhibition continues at the History Museum in
Forest Park.

Now - 9/15 — Orazio and Artemisia Gentileschi: Father and
Daughter Painters in Baroque Italy. At the Saint Louis Art Museum.

Now - Oct. 6 — Commemoration of the centenary of Ansel Adams
at the Saint Louis Art Museum.

Aug. 30 - Dec. 8 — Gallery of Art at Washington University
exhibits work by video artist Christian Jankowski.

Sept. 28 - 29 — Edison Theatre at Washington University presents
Vo-Cu Macbeth, a Creole-flavored version of the class. Call 9354478 for information.

Now - Oct. 8 — Twilight Tuesdays continue at the History Museum
Condolences to the family of Barbara Quinn Schmidt, who
passed away in July. Barbara lived with her husband Dave,
daughter Roell, and son Karl on the- 6100 block of
McPherson for over 25 years, and will be missed by everyone
who knew her. A memorial service was held at All Saints
Church.
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The Saint Louis Art Museum is
beginning a restoration of the
museum and its site.
The
improvements have been
designed in collaboration with the
city Department of Parks and
Recreation and Forest Park
Forever. The Forest Park
Advisory Board approved the
work in a nine-stage public
review process. The museum
hopes to have this work completed by the end of 2003.

The improvements include the
following:
expanded central
plaza encompassing the statute of
St. Louis, lighted and tree-lined
promenades crowning Art Hill,
improved parking, restoration of
Art Hill for enhanced sledding
and picnicking, repair of Fine
Arts Drive, a new loop road east
and south of the Art Museum,
removal of Valley Drive, the
planting of 500 new trees.

Public Arts Project
Beginning in September
2002, the West End Arts Council
presents a new Community Art
Project. The project is based on
a proposal from Susannah
Biondo, a student in the
Washington University ceramics
department. The project will create a large ceramic planter, to be
fired on site in the McPherson
Community Garden.
Prior to the installation and firing of the central piece for the
project, residents are invited to
take part in a ceramics workshop
to be held at Four Corners Park.
Susannah will work with partici-

pants to create small vessels that
will be fired along with the larger
piece at the opening event. All
residents, of all ages, experienced
or not, are invited to participate
in this free workshop.
The Ceramics Workshop will
be held Saturday, September
28th, at a time to be determined.
The firing will take place in the
evening on Saturday, October
19th. Watch for fliers on both
events for further details. If you
have any immediate questions,
contact Michelle Pike, of the
West End Arts Council, at 7264906.

September/October 2002

The Times of Skinker DeBaliviere

Page 3

Nodiff Pens a Mystery
By Lana Stein

A number of Skinker
DeBaliviere neighbors are
authors or artists. In August,
Marvin Nodiff, longtime resident
of 61xx Westminster, joined
these ranks. Nodiff, an attorney
by profession, has produced a
mystery novel reflective of his
own real life experiences.
Considered by many to be the
community association/condominium guru, he helped to draw
up the state statutes dealing with
this genre. Nodiff has also served
as counsel to many associations
in the metro area and has been
active in CAI, a national organization dealing with the management of community-run housing
complexes. Recently, he taught a
class dealing with these peculiar
but burgeoning associations at
Saint Louis University School of
Law. Needless to say, his knowledge of his specialization is widely acknowledged.

Five years ago, Nodiff turned
his knowledge and experience to
a different task. He began to
fashion a mystery involving cornmunity associations and their
exercise of democracy after a
fashion. The result is "Special
Assessment," which "explores our
love affair with democracy at its
most intimate level, the community association, where elected
leaders are largely untrained,
unpaid, and unpredictable. Life
in the association is a curious
mixture of volaitlity and apathy,
of common interest and self-interest, of noble aspirations and hidden agendas." Those words are
from Nodiff's foreward and I
vouchsafe that anyone who has
been part of such an association
can identify with Nodiff's story.
As Hemingway noted, one's life is
reflected in one's work so readers
can avidly scour the pages of
"Special Assesssment" to see

Cheers to newly published author and long-time friend and neighbor Marvin Nodiff, shown here, book in hand, with Lana Stein, at
all our authors' favorite bookstore, Left Bank Books.
who's there.
On August 8. family and
friends flocked to Left Bank
Books to hear Marvin read from
his work and to get their copies of
"Special Assessment" signed.

The room was packed and it was
a very successful evening. Left
Bank is stocking this book and
anyone interested may obtain a
copy there.

Summer excitement on Delmar

By Lana Stein

On July 16, a large throng
gathered on the 61xx block of
Delmar to break ground for a
building to be home to the
Regional Arts Commission and
arts activities. Arts Commission
board president David Mason
noted that RAC has provided
$41 million over the past 18
years to performing and visuals
arts groups. He commented
favorably on the design for the
new building, noting its artful
brick work, a striking glass tower,
and locations around the building
to place public art.
RAC executive director Jill
McGuire gave credit to Joe
Edwards for making this development feasible. It is now a taxexempt financing community
improvement district. Alderman
Lyda Krewson moved the necessary legislation through the Board
of Aldermen. Tax exempt bonds
have been sold. McGuire also
thanked JoAnn Vatcha and the
Delmar Commercial Committee
as well as the Delmar Business
Association for their help and
support.
Alderman Krewson complimented Joe Edwards - a one
man wave of good ideas, good

design, and apparently good
credit. She expressed her pleasure at RAC coming to Delmar.
Delmar had long been thought of
as a border, a racial border also
marking distinctions of economics. Delmar is now becoming not
black or white, not rich or poor,
but fun.
County Executive Buzz
Westfall noted that this is one
region. There shouldn't be artificial boundaries. He loves things
like this that bring city and county together.
Mayor Francis Slay also
extolled the excitement and the
city-county cooperation. He said
the Loop is one of the most exciting districts in the region. He
admired Jill McGuire's commitment and tenacity. It wasn't easy;
there was some controversy. The
mayor noted that the arts provide
$400 million of economic activity
each year and 150,000 jobs.
This building will be a piece of art
in its own right.
The groundbreaking itself was
marked by a stunning presentation of the Gash-Voight Dance
Theatre, "in the spirit of a blessing" from east, west, north and
south.

About the Regional Arts Commission
Founded in 1985, the Regional Arts Commission (RAC) is
a cultural catalyst in the St. Louis area, providing financial,
technical, promotional and other support for arts organizations. Directed by a board of fifteen commissioners
appointed by the chief executives of St. Louis City and
County, RAC is a pivotal force in the continuing development and marketing of the arts in the region.
This year, 200 of the area's arts organizations, consor-

tiums and cultural programs, large and small, received
grant awards from RAC's projected budget of $3.8 million,
funded by a portion of the hotel/motel room sales tax in
addition to various grants from foundations and corporations. RAC is located at 3540 Washington Avenue, Second
Floor, St. Louis, Mo., 63103. Contact the organization by
calling (314) 652-5511, or by visiting www.art-stl.com.

In an exciting milestone for the local arts community,
the Regional Arts Commission (RAC) held its groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday, July 16 to mark the
beginning of construction on the new RAC offices and
Cultural Resource Center. To be located at 6128
Delmar Boulevard in the Loop East neighborhood, the
three-story, 16,000 square foot building will provide
meeting/classroom space, tools, and programs accessible to the entire arts community.
At the event, the site was amassed with arts, cultural,
business and political leaders in St. Louis City and
County, including the participants featured in the traditional hardhat and shovel shot (L to R): County
Executive Buzz Westfall: Mayor Francis Slay: David
Mason, chairman, Regional Arts Commission; Jill
McGuire, executive director, Regional Arts Commission;
Joe Edwards, owner of Blueberry Hill and Loop developer; Lyda Krewson, alderman, 28th ward; Kurt
Odenwald, county councilman.
The project is scheduled for completion in June of
2003.
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Mayor Addresses Delmar Business Owners
By Lana Stein

On June 20, Mayor Slay
and some of his staff members
came to the Halo Bar to talk
about city initiatives regarding
commerce.
neighborhood
Members of the Delmar
Business Owners Association
were joined by members of the
DeBaliviere
Skinker
Community Council, Delmar
Committee,
Commercial
Aldermen Lyda Krewson and
Irving Clay and other neighborhood residents to listen to
the mayor.
Mayor Slay spoke for about
15 minutes. He emphasized
that he wanted city administrators to be responsive to those
owning businesses in the city
or those who might wish to do
so. He spoke very positively
of the extension of the Loop
into the city section of Delmar
and of the work of Joe
Edwards in revitalizing this section of Delmar. He also noted
that 622-3600 is the number
to call now about chronic nuisance property. This new hotline should assist residents in
gaining assistance to deal with
those who do not take care of
their property or are otherwise
derelict.
Slay answered a number of
questions from the audience.
The owner of Marion's St.
Louis Rib Company questioned having Big Jake's
Barbecue, soon to open on
the other side of Delmar.
Development chief Barbara
Geisman said the cluster of
similar businesses in a small
area often attracts more
patrons. South Grand with its
plethora of Asian restaurants

is an example of this.
Mayor Slay also responded
to requests from the business
association leaders for assurances about possible traffic
delays during construction of
the streetscape improvements,
given the Board of Public
Service's slow performance on
Washington Avenue downtown. Slay promised cooperation from City departments
during construction, being bid
by Bi-State, along with
improvements at the Transit
Plaza. Another issue which
has raised concern among
Delmar Commercial Corn-mittee leaders and Alderwoman
Krewson, is the selection of
lighting fixtures, which have
long been planned to be consistent with the selections of
the University City Loop
Business District. Slay was
reassuring as he spoke of the
cooperation of the Streets
Department and the great
opportunity the City has to
work cooperatively with U City
in making this project a success.
Mayor Slay introduced key
staff members and drew attention, too, to the great things
happening in both wards.
Executive Director Laure
Porterfield of SDCC played a
significant role in arranging
this meeting and seeing that a
variety of morning meal alternatives was available to attendees, and coffee and beverages were supplied by Pageant
staff, coming in early by special request of Joe Edwards,
who made the space available
for the special mayoral visit.
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Dr. Kim joins Dr. Steve
Dr. Steve Brammeier, owner
of Kingsbury Animal Hospital,
located at Skinker and
Kingsbury, announces the addition of Dr. Kim Lynch to the
staff. Kim is a recent University
of Missouri graduate and a
South city resident. She is a
native St. Louisan but left the
area at an early age. In 1987,
she received a BA in theatre
from the University of Maryland
where she met her husband of
12 years, Bill. Kim and Bill kept
themselves busy with careers in
theatre and film until they
moved back to St. Louis in
1992 for Bill to take a position
at Webster University.
Kim
became a docent at the Zoo in
1993 and volunteered there
while
attending
Webster
University where she received
her BS in Biology in 1998. She
graduated from the University
Missouri's
Veterinary
of
Medicine program in 2002 and
she and Bill have decided to
make St. Louis their permanent
home.
Kim brings varied interests to
the practice. She has an interest in exotic companion animal
medicine, especially reptiles,

and will continue to seek out
continuing.educational opportunities to better serve those who
enjoy the special challenges
involved in caring for exotic
pets. She also has an interest in
giant breed dogs, especially
wolfhounds, and hopes to
become a valuable reference for
those owners seeking to help
these gentle giants lead longer
and healthier lives. Lastly, Kim
will be attending an acupuncture
institute during the next year in
order to be able to offer this
service to clients in the near
future.
For 24 years, the staff at
Kingsbury Animal Hospital has
worked to provide compassionate, quality medical care for
companion animals in accordance with each individual's
needs. They invite neighbors to
call the hospital and make an
appointment to meet the staff
and tour the facilities. Both
Kim and Steve are also available
to speak to school classes,
neighborhood association meetings, scout groups. etc. on a
variety of veterinary/animal
related topics.

By Lana Stein

Kingsbury) for decades. During
this time, he has participated in
Art Exposed, a very popular
neighborhood event that included
tours of art studios and the Edible
Art competition. He has participated in our movie showings,
supervised art projects for teens,
and in other neighborhood happenings. He is known for his
very original and decorative signs
and is highly respected in the St.
Louis arts community. Recently,

he designed a cafe and exhibit
space at the City Museum that is
well utilized.
Christman now has a new
notion — one centered in the
Skinker DeBaliviere neighbor-

From Washington University
Washington University is fortunate to be situated in an area with
wonderful neighborhoods close to the campus. The University values
its relationship with these neighborhoods, and we expect our students
who live off-campus to be responsible citizens who are respectful of
their neighbors. As part of Washington University's ongoing effort to
support student independent living in harmony with area residential
communities, the following Neighborhood Security Program has been
instituted.

Neighborhood Patrols: Effective in early September 2002. the

Sometimes a Great Notion
Bill Christman has had his art
studio at Four Corners (6014

Dr. Kim Lynch and Hootie.

hood. He would like to use his
studio as a cafe, serving coffee
and pastry in the morning, soup
and sandwiches at lunch, and ice
cream sundaes and some drinks,
including alcoholic drinks, after
five. The cafe would be closed on
Sunday and would close at 11pm
on days it was open. He is also
using the adjacent lots he owns to
fashion a sculpture garden.
In order for Christman to
accomplish his objectives, he
would need to obtain several variances and some permits. He will

proceed if he feels the neighborhood is supportive of his idea. If
you have comments, please let
Laure know at SDCC, 8625122.

Shirley Polk, SDCC Board Member from the 57xx block of
DeGiverville, took a brief respite from the busy National Night Out
Celebration at Four Corners Park, to listen to John Thomas' band.

contract security bike patrols will be replaced with the Washington
University Neighborhood Security Patrol (NSP). These security
guards will be University employees; hired, trained and supervised by
the Washington University Police Department. On patrol seven days
a week from 6pm until 2am, these University employees will be
assigned to one of three distinct zones, one of these zones is in the
Skinker-DeBaliviere Neighborhood. Its boundaries are: Forest Park
Parkway to the south; Kingsbury to the north; DesPeres to the east;
and Skinker to the west.
Security officers will monitor activities in and around Universityowned properties and in areas where students frequently walk or
gather, report suspicious activity to municipal law enforcement personnel, and remind students of the need for them to behave responsibly as well as the consequences (civil and University sanctions) for
disruptive behavior.
Student Education: The University has developed a new publication entitled, Living Off-Campus:
A Guide for Washington
University Students. This publication spells out the University's
expectations of behavior for students who live off-campus in residential neighborhoods. This publication will be distributed to all students
living off-campus in neighborhoods patrolled by the NSP.
Washington University in St. Louis
Neighborhood Security Program
Questions about the Neighborhood Security Program can be directed to Lt. Sandra Turner, WU Campus Police at 314-935-7245 or the
Office of Community and Governmental Relations at 314-935-5752.

Happy Face Painting at National Night Out.
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Awards for Community Gardeners
By Andy Cross

The Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood gardeners were recognized with many awards this year
at the Gateway Greening 2002
Urban Garden Awards
Luncheon. Gateway Greening is
a non-profit organization which
sponsors over 150 community
gardens throughout St. Louis. In
our neighborhood, the Block
Unit 1035 Community Garden
(5800 Westminster) and the
McPherson Community Garden

(5900 McPherson), the
Laurel/Waterman Triangle Park,
Four Corners, and the
Playground, are all recipients of
the plants and guidance offered
by Gateway Greening.
At the Urban Garden Awards
this past June, "Outstanding
Raised Bed" awards were given
to Cathajane Gamble of the
McPherson Garden, and Holly
McCoy of the Block Unit 1035
Community Garden. "Individual

awards", gardeners recognized
for their contributions and efforts
this year, went to Mary Brown
and Ronie Haliburton of the
Block Unit 1035 garden, and
also to Betty Eliot, Annie Polk,
and Heather Raner, of the
McPherson Garden. In the
"Established Community Garden"
category, the Block Unit 1035
Garden, under the leadership of
Jesse Brown, was awarded 4th
place, and the McPherson

Community Garden, led by Andy
Cross, tied for 3rd place with the
Syracuse Garden of University
City.
Our neighborhood's two community gardens and their gardeners
continue to excel in these Urban
Garden Awards year after year.
Congratulations to all the green
thumbs!

4th Annual Garden Tour
Summer began Officially in
Skinker-DeBaliviere with the
4th Annual Breakfast Garden
Tour on Saturday, June 8,
2002. Beginning with the
breakfast treats from Great
Harvest Bread Company and
coffee from Genesis House
Coffee, this year ten private
gardens on the 6000 and
6100 blocks of Waterman,
Pershing, and McPherson
were on tour.
The limited area made for
easy walking and viewing, so
visitors and neighbors could
see each one of the beautiful
gardens so generously shared.
These were the featured
gardens for 2002:
Pershing:

• Shelly and John Parker and
Betty Goebl
• Germaine Murray and the
Rosedale Condo Association
Waterman:
• Monsignor Sal Polizzi of St.
Roch's
McPherson:
• Rachel and Matt Boxdorfer
• Jerry, Karen, and Colin
McClure
• Jim Parrot and Fran
Schmoker
• Ellen Leathers and John
Dahl
• Jeff and Michelle Pike
• Tim and Pattie Voss
• Julie and Jim Schoemehl

Ellen Leathers and John Dahl hosted lots of kids' activities.

0.4014a

Jim Parrot and Fran Schmoker at Garden Tour.

Matt and Rachael Boxdorfer and family.

Jim and Julie Schoemehl, with sons Luke and Nick.

September/October 2002

The Times of Skinker DeBaliviere

Page 7

Andy Cross Honored

By Laure Porterfield
Life-long neighborhood resident Andy Cross was honored Saturday,
August 24th, in an awards ceremony at the Stupp Center in Tower
Grove Park, with one of ten "Neighborhood Hero" awards presented
by the Mayor's office in conjunction with St. Louis 2004 and National
Night Out.
Circuit Attorney Jennifer Joyce and Special Assistant to Mayor
Francis Slay, Ms. Dianne White-Clatto, joined Mr. Chris Howard of the
Neighborhood Stabilization Team to present a special mayoral proclamation and a plaque to each of the recipients.
Cross was nominated because of his tireless efforts to maintain and
improve the quality of life in the Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood.
His work in organizing and maintaining the McPherson Community
Garden, one of two prize-winning community gardens in our neighborhood, as well as his continued efforts to schedule and maintain the
care of Four Corners Park, have been on-going.
Cross also chairs the neighborhood-wide Beautification Committee,
and has been instrumental in making Operation Brightside a successful
event in Skinker DeBalivire. His work on the playground committee,
the West End Arts Council and myriad other projects, as well as his role
of block captain in the 60XX block of McPherson, continue to be key
to our community's successful efforts to combat any potential for deterioration.
Congratulation to Andy, his wife Linda, and lovely daughters Emily
and Sarah Jane for this important honor.

From left, seated, Andy Cross, Linda Cross and Laure Porterfield.
Standing, Jim of Great Harvest Bread Co., Brett Shank, Dan
Schesch, Erin Shank, and Lee Jones, of Genesis Coffee House.

Big Jake's Arrives

Monsignor Sal Polizzi with Peggy Droege at the 4th Annual
Garden Tour.

On Saturday, June 29,
Delmar's newest barbecue
restaurant held an open
house to introduce neighbors and greater St. Louis to
its wares. I went by with a
friend, captivated by the
crowd and the welcoming
Everyone
decorations.
seemed to be there: from
politicians to neighbors to
old friends of the owners
and anybody in between.
Although not a restaurant
reviewer by training, I
nonetheless give Big Jakes
two thumbs up. The chick-

en, beef, and pork were all
tender and juicy. The special sauce had a tomato
vingear flavor and tasted just
right. There was also cole
slaw and potato salad and
soft drinks.
A return visit is very likely
on my part. There is also a
take-out window for those
picking up a little something
for dinner or a midnight
snack.
We'd been waiting for Big
Jake's for over a year. I'm
glad it's here.
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Michelle and Jeff Pike at the 4th Annual Garden Tour.
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IN YOUR EAR

by Hawkeye Q. Hoerr

Hey, buddy, why the frown?
What's got you down? Fearful
of another terrorist attack?
Worried about just how low
can the stock market go? Or
are your frets more mundane:
Will the car make it through
another year? Does this green
shirt goes with these blue
pants? Are your nights sleepless and you're not even living
in Seattle?
Well, you ain't seen nothin'
yet. Yes, I have the worry-ofall-worries, that concern to put
all concerns to rest, the ugly
truth coming around the corner that you'll never be able to
forget. If you are a worrywart, even a bit of a worrywart, do not continue with this
column.
As if you didn't have enough
try
worry
about,
to
"Astronomers are monitoring
asteroid's threat to Earth."
That was the headline of an
article on page A9 in the July
25 Post-Dispatch. The article
went on to say that a 1.2 milewide asteroid is being watched
because there is a possibility

LEFT
BANK
BOOKS

that it will strike the Earth on
February 1, 2019. Huh? I sat
up in my easy chair, took a
long puff on my ceegar, and
began to read more carefully.
One-point-two
miles
wide??? That's about the size
of the asteroid that hit the
Earth 60 million years ago,
wiping out the dinosaurs and
just about everything else larger than an insect! An asteroid
1.2 miles wide will hit with the
equivalence of, say, 300 Abombs of the size that leveled
Hiroshima. Whoever is near
where the spot where the 1.2
mile hunk of rock will hit has a
problem, that's for sure. KERPLUNK won't even begin to
capture the sound that this
sucker will make as it strikes
the Earth. If you're within hundreds of miles of the vicinity,
say goodbye to your crystal.
china, family photos, and
other trinkets that you had
nicely sitting on shelves. For
that matter, if you're anywhere
near the point of impact, say
goodbye to refrigerators,
autos, campers, and houses.
But it gets worse. It's not
only the folks within, say, a
few hundred miles of the spot
who are going to feel the
effects. It will have an incredible affect on all of us. Yes, all
of us. Remember I said that it
the explosion would be equal
to 300 A-bombs. Well, there
won't be any radioactive fallout, but the skies will be filled
with smoke and dust for years.
All of this will result in a
nuclear winter, in effect, an ice
age.
In talking about global
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warming, scientists speculate
that a raise in the annual average temperature of 2-3
degrees is enough to melt
much of the polar ice and submerge most coastal cities. The
level of the oceans might raise
25 feet. This means that New
York, Miami, and New Orleans
will be under water in the
states.
Well, if a 2-3 degree
increase in temperature can
cause this havoc - and mind
you. a century or so of industrialization hasn't done it yet imagine what a 10-15 degree
drop in temperature, a drop
which happens immediately
and lasts for decades, will do.
Yes, the nuclear winter will
mean a stage of perpetual winter. The skies will always be
dark. This lack of sunlight
means that the Earth will get
cold and stay colder. With no
summers to melt the show, it
will turn to ice and the ice will
simply accumulate. Each year's
winter (longer winters, by the
way, because skies are still
black) will yield a greater
amount of snow which will fall
on last year's snow and ice.
The last ice age, the one which
created the Great Lakes, came
down as far as northern
Missouri; this one, because it
happens more quickly, would
come closer, maybe covering
all of the lower 48. In 2029,
just a decade after the big HIT,
St. Louis could easily be an
area in which the ice was
always twenty or thirty feet
thick.
Of course, while we will still
be able to get around - those
SUV's will go in just about any
terrain! - think what havoc this
sort of climate change will
have for our agriculture and
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crops. A world-wide famine
will ensue.
Whether or not we'll be able
to produce enough energy to
heat homes and businesses is
another question, one far from
resolved.
yet?
Feeling
relaxed
Granted, a bit further the article said that the odds were one
in six million of the asteroid
striking the Earth. At irst
blush that doesn't sound like
much: six million is a lot. But
as I think about it, those aren't
great odds. Heck, I've bought
lots of lottery tickets with far
worse odds than that, expecting to win each time. Worse,
though, the same news item
appeared a day later in the
NYTimes (this was really odd,
the Times usually beats the
Post!) and quoted the odds ort
hitting the Earth as 1 in
200,000. Yes. one in twohundred thousand. Yikes!
You know, 2019 is only seventeen years away. That, too.
may seem like a lot, but look
back seventeen years, to 1985
and you'll realize that it really
wasn't that long ago. True, the
Internet wasn't invented and
neither were Palm Pilots or
Tombstone pizzas, but there
were lots of things around then
that are still the same today.
We were, even then in '85,
talking about urban sprawl and
arguing over whether increasing gasoline taxes was the
right way to reduce pollution.
Reagan was president, so
Bush 41 was already in the
spotlight as V-P. "Back to the
Future" and "The Color
Purple" were big hits but
"Amadeus" won the Oscar for
Best Picture. Tina Turner's
"What's Love Got to Do With
It?" was the best selling single.
Thanks to a blown call at first
base, the Cards lost to the
Royals in the World Series that
year, Gorbachev ascended in
Russia, Deng Xiaoping was
Time Magazine's Man of the
Year, and Vince Schoemehl
was mayor of St. Louis. My,
how time flies when you're
having fun. When I think
about these memories, despite
my receding hairline and need
for eyeglasses, it seems like 17
years ago was almost yesterday. That means, of course,
that 2019 - the 1 in 200,000
chance of elimination of our
species - is almost tomorrow.
What's this all mean? My
advice: buy everything you can
today and finance it with a 30year mortgage. Happy sleeping!

