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The West End Arts Council 
once again will sponsor the 
Wintermarkt, an outdoor crafts 
and holiday festival held at Greg 
Freeman Park at Four Corners.  
Wintermarkt features works by 
area artists, including jewelers, 
potters, glassblowers, woodcarv-
ers and more. 

The show begins – outdoors 
– at noon, and ends at 4:00 p.m.  
While shoppers stroll through the 
area, musical entertainment is 
presented from the Four Corners 
Stage.  Last year, The Pikers, an 
a capella group of Washington 
University students, and an 
ensemble of singers from the 
St. Roch choir, were among the 
performers who wowed those in 
attendance.  This year, the musi-
cal performances will be expand-
ed to include a handbell perfor-
mance by the St. Roch handbell 

ensemble, and several musical 
groups from the University.

Food and beverages will be 
available for purchase and con-
sumption during the fair, includ-
ing hot roasted chestnuts and hot 
dogs, hot spiced cider, gluhwein, 
gingerbread and other home 
crafted treats, as well as baked 
goods for holiday gifting and 
enjoyment.  Neighbors are invit-
ed to contribute a holiday baking 
specialty, which will be sold to 
benefit the Arts Council.

Artists and craftspeople are 
still being sought to participate: 
a contract and other information 
can be obtained by contacting 
the Arts Council at 862-5122.  
Underwriting for this event has 
been provided by the Regional 
Arts Commission and Washing-
ton University. 

Wintermarkt Outdoor Festival 
Returns December 18

New Animal Hospital Underway
On September 26, an official groundbreaking was held in front 
of the Kingbury Annimal Hospital had an official groundbreaking.  
Shown above are Charles W. Davis, Associate Managing Director 
& Chief Credit Officer, The Private Bank; Owners Dr. Steve 
Brammeier and Hugh Pavitt; Architect Tom Cohen, Johannes 
Cohen Collaborative; Lyda Krewson, 28th Ward Alderwoman; 
Kevin Bohnenstiehl, Contract Manager, R.G. Ross Construction.

Champagne was offered as well as good doggy morsels.  For 
pet lovers, it was a lovely moment.  Kingsbury Animal Hospital 
remains open during the construction.

A VERY SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY
Do your Holiday Shopping or purchase a book for yourself,  

while helping your neighborhood newspaper and  
supporting St. Louis’ premier independent bookstore. 

LEFT BANK BOOKS’ “TIMES OF SKINKER DEBALIVIERE DAY”.

One Day Only
Saturday, November 22  •  11am-5pm

LEFT BANK BOOKS  •  Euclid at McPherson

THE TIMES earns 15% on all designated “TIMES” purchases of 
books, magazines, calendars, children’s books, and more.

On October 18, 2003, Lana Stein, Times Co-Editor and Chairman 
of the UMSL Political Science Department, received the "Eagleton-
Waters Award for Political History, presented by the State 
Historical Society of Missouri."  The award was personally pre-
sented by Senator Thomas Eagleton and Hank Waters, publisher 
of the Columbia Tribune.
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Calendar
Upcoming Events Calendar
November 8th – Food Drive - to benefit area food pantries – 
Collections throughout the Neighborhood, 10:00 a.m-12:00 noon

November 10th – SDCC Board Meeting and report to the neigh-
borhood, at the SDCC office, 6008 Kingsbury – 7:00 p.m.. The 
meeting is open and all are welcome.

November 18th – SDCC Historic District Review Committee 
– SDCC office, 6008 Kingsbury – 7:00 p.m.

December 6th – Wintermarkt, noon-4 p.m., Greg Freeman Park at 
Four Corners, the intersection of Kingsbury and Des Peres

December 8th – SDCC Board Meeting, 6008 Kingsbury, 7 p.m.

December 18th – Police Appreciation Luncheon – 6008 
Kingsbury, 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  All neighbors are invited to 
bring a special dish, stay to serve food or to be a host or hostess.

Other Nearby Events of Interest
Through November: "One Year in St. Louis" paintings by Erik 
Niemann, Salvato's Market, 6227 Delmar. Artist web site: www.
erikniemann.com http://www.erikniemann.com Sponsored by: Art 
Dimensions. www.ArtDimensions.org

11/14-23:  Tivoli Theatre hosts the St. Louis International Film 
Festival 

11/15 and 12/6: Macrosun International, 6162 Delmar: intricate 
designs on hands and feet offered free with $10 purchase November 
15, 2-4 pm (and every 3rd Saturday of the month) by Mehindi artist, 
Mamta Thakkar. 

11/15:  local authors (including our own Lana Stein) sign their 
books at the gift shop at the Missouri History Museum on Lindell.

11/22:  TIMES of SKINKER DEBALIVIERE shopping fundraiser at 
Left Bank Books.  15% of every purchase goes to help your neigh-
borhood newspaper.

December events at Macrosun: intercultural Himalayan holiday 
festivities in the first few weeks of December, a live sitar concert, pos-
sibly Kurdish music also, the free henna body art, and possibly the 
Baby yak (or some friendly petting zoo animal) for the children.   

12/1-14 The Loop: Celebrate with the Stars: Holiday Activities 
Along the Walk of Fame.  For information call (314) 727-8000.

12/6:  Santa visits The Loop - children's photos with Santa.

12/6 3-5 p.m.: Loop Holiday Fashion Show in the Duck Room at 
Blueberry Hill view the one-of-a-kind fashion options offered by bou-
tiques in The Loop. Music will be provided by Vintage Vinyl. Free to 
the public. For information, call (314)727-8000.

12/11:  The 28th Ward Regular Democrats Christmas Party begins 
at 5:30pm at 3rd Degree Glass Factory, 5200 Delmar.  All neighbors 
and friends welcome.

12/13 4-8 p.m.: Taste of Diversity at Diversity Gallery at The 
Pageant. For information call (314)726-3361 or log onto www.diver-
sitygallery.com.

12/13-14 Open House at Craft Alliance Gallery: Cider & 
Cookies on Saturday, December 13 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and 
Sunday, December 14 from noon to 6 p.m. For information call 
(314) 725-1177, ext. 22 or log onto www.craftalliance.org. now-
12/24/03  Craft Alliance, 6640 Delmar, features "The Art of Giving: 
39th Annual Holiday Exhibition.

Now – 1/11/04:  New German Art at the Saint Louis Art Museum

1/04:  Two Hundred Year Anniversary of the Lewis and Clark 
Exhibition celebrated in special exhibit at the History Museum in 
Forest Park.

Editor's Notebook
By Lana Stein

I sometimes try to explain our neighborhood to one of my urban 
politics classes.  Given that most of the students are from 170 and 
beyond, it's not an easy task.  They cannot relate to how our neigh-
borhood looks, its history, or its fight for diversity and stability.  They 
don't relate to neighborhood events, neighborhood watch or the high 
level of acquaintanceship we have.  When I say my closest friends are 
in this neighborhood, that surprises them too.  We have a commod-
ity that is rare and special.  It's called community and it is not all that 
common in the land of sprawl.

Although we are challenged by the construction that looms every-
where around us, much has occurred that is positive.  We have 
become a very desirable neighborhood to home buyers and property 
values are up.  Joe Edwards' commercial development is likely to 
spur future development east on Delmar.

Crime (except for pesky auto theft) is down.  Lucier Park is taking 
form. The playground is an established destination for many families.  
You still need to be careful.  For example, don't leave items out vis-
ible in your car.

But, all in all, these are good times.
Perhaps I should be glad that many students do not relate to the 

specialness of our and other city neighborhoods.  A treasure isn't a 
treasure if everyone can partake.

Editor: Lana Stein and JoAnn Vatcha 
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The Times of Skinker DeBaliviere is published by the West End Publishing 
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and volunteer nature of the writing staff, the quality and range of the Times has 
always depended in large part on submissions from non-staff area residents. 
All material — articles, letters, notices, classified ads — must be typewritten 
on opaque paper, double-spaced, and signed. Copy may be submitted on com-
puter diskette if the diskette is in DOS format or on high density Macintosh 
diskettes. Submissions on diskette should be accompanied by a printout of the 
article, the name of the word processing software in which it is written, and the 
full name and address of the party to whom the diskette should be returned. The 
signature on correspondence to the editor maybe omitted by request. Calendar 
listings should be phoned in to the editor at 721-7532, or mailed to 5953 
Pershing Ave., 63112.
 The writer is responsible for the accuracy of the data, including times, dates, 
location, and particularly the spelling of names. The editor retains the right to 
omit or alter any material.
 Deadline for January-February issue:  January 15, 2004.  Please 
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Kingsbury, St. Louis, MO  63112.
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The lovely property located on the southwest corner of Waterman 
and Rosedale will be turned into 6 one and two bedroom condomini-
ums in the near future.

The building had been used as a convent from 1929 until last year.  
Plans were proposed to use the facility as a halfway house for women 
leaving prison.  Zoning regulations based on the site's proximity to 
a school made that infeasible.  Ned Amos, a master plumber, who 
has begun rehabilitation of existing structures in the past few years, 
acquired the property for condos.  He plans a 6 car parking garage.  
Cultural Resources will have to approve the garage design, which will 
also be reviewed by the SDCC Historic Review Committee.

Former Convent to Become Condos
By Lana Stein

On November 17, neighbor and greater Loop developer Joe 
Edwards, shown here with Mayor Francis Slay, will receive the presti-
gious St. Louis Award.  The award recognizes Joe as an "entrepreneur 
and Civic Visionary."
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News of Neighbors
- or should we say, News of Babies!
By Jo Ann Vatcha J o e 

K e a v e n y 
b e c a m e 
president of 
the Skinker 
DeBal l iv iere 
Commun i t y 
Council in 
January 2003.  
He relished 
the opportu-
nity to serve the neighborhood 
that had always been his home.  
His parents bought a home on 
62xx Westminster in 1951 and 
Joe arrived in 1956.  He contin-
ues to reside there with his wife 
and family.  Joe attended St. 
Roch's and CBC High School.  
He received a bachelor's degree 
in accounting from the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis in 1980, an 
MBA from Saint Louis University 
in 1986 and a law degree from 
SLU in 1997.

Joe is Senior Portfolio Manager 
in the Trust Department at US 
Bank, handling private asset 
management.  He also practices 
law in his off hours.

Joe is married to Karen 
Keaveny, who was a member 
of the SDCC Board in the mid 
1990s.  They have four children.  
Shannon is 22 and will be gradu-
ating from Southwest Missouri 
State.  Lauren, 20, is a junior 
at Saint Louis University.  Son 

Joe, 17, is a senior at CBC.  
Fourteen year old Ellen is now 
a freshman at Rosati-Kain.

After Joe completed law 
school in 1997, he became 
quite active in the community.  
He became a Parkview agent 
that year and was Parkview 
president in 1998 and 1999.  
In 1999, he joined the SDCC 
Board.  In June 2002, he 

became the 28th Ward Democratic 
Committeemen.  Shortly after 
becoming SDCC president, he 
was asked to become a mem-
ber of the Skinker DeBalivere 
Housing Corporation.

As SDCC president, Joe 
Keaveny hs tried to promote 
harmony among the board mem-
bers and areas of the neighbor-
hood.  He is trying to work with 
Washington University and feels 
it is critical that we maintain a 
dialogue with this powerful insti-
tution  As he is quick to point out, 
Washington University helps to 
fund the SDCC.

Joe said he is very interested in 
Delmar redevelopment and wants 
to make sure that it goes all the 
way to DeBaliviere.  Most of all, 
he loves the neighborhood.  "It 
is diverse, integrated, the perfect 
place to live.  There are issues 
we could improve upon but that's 
true anywhere.  Karen and I love 
living here."

SDCC President Joe Keaveny Is a Lifelong 
Resident
By Lana Stein

At least a third of Skinker 
DeBaliviere is now in the 26th 
ward.  East of Des Peres and 
from the north side of Waterman 
north, neighborhood residents are 
now represented at the Board of 
Aldermen by Frank 
Williamson.

Williamson was 
sworn in in April 
of this year, taking 
the seat held for 
12 years by Irving 
Clay.  Williamson 
is no stranger to St. 
Louis government 
or politics.  He 
grew up in that milieu.  His father 
was a longtime 26th ward com-
mitteeman who worked closely 
with Congressman Bill Clay and 
demonstrated with him at the 
Jefferson Bank.

Williamson served as 
Democratic Committeeman him-
self for 12 years before becoming 
alderman.  After finishing school, 
Williamson spent four years in 
the army.  He then held a num-
ber of government jobs working 
first in the License Collector's 
office for a year and a half.  
He then served 5 years in the 
Sheriff's office.  He then went 
to work for the Treasurer.  He 
first served as paymaster for four 
years and then became engaged 
in the management of several city 
parking structures as they came 

on line.  He began with the Kiel 
Garage, then the Marquette, and 
then the Argyle on Euclid and 
Lindell.

Williamson resides on 54xx 
Clemons and has a son who 

attends Tennessee 
State. Williamson feels 
strongly that the hous-
ing production in the 
26th ward begun by 
Ald. Clay must contin-
ue.  He wants to put 
more houses back on 
the tax rolls and make 
his ward a stable com-
munity.

Williamson also wishes to have 
input in the development occur-
ring on Delmar. He would like 
to see some minority businesses 
locate there.

Another area of interest to 
Ald. Williamson is programs for 
youth.  He would like to see more 
after-school programs.  He also 
wants to foster adult learning pro-
grams.  An additional concern is 
the public schools.  Two elemen-
tary schools in the 26th ward 
were closed and students from 
one, Cook, now attend Hamilton 
in our neighborhood.

Ald. Williamson spoke highly 
of Skinker DeBaliviere and is very 
familiar with projects taking place 
here now.  He can be reached at 
622-3287.

New 26th Ward Alderman Wants to 
Continue Housing and Commercial 
Development
By Lana Stein

Rosedale Halloween Party included Caitlin Cross, Zion Riefle, 
Michael Fitzgibbons, Sophia Mumford, Maggie Van Emden, 
Terrance Griffin, Parker Stus, Zhaneen Walker, and Jessica Ryan. 
Charles Barker not shown.

On October 30, 2003, 
Jennifer Olmstead gave birth 
to Sarah at 12:29 pm in the 
friendly urban confines of St. 
Louis Barnes-Jewish Hospital.  
At birth the little tyke clocked in 
at a dainty 9 lbs., 7 oz., and was 
21 inches long.  Although deliv-
ery was a long and winding road, 
mother and daughter are recuper-
ating nicely.  Jennifer is already 
talking about convincing Sarah 
to ride along in Jennifer’s next 
marathon.  Dad, is ok too and 
thrilled at the demographic shift 
taking place in the household. By 
the way, Dad is Brady Baybeck, 
UMSL Assistant Professor of 
Political Science and  Public Policy 
Administration.  Mom Jennifer is 
a member of both the Skinker-
DeBaliviere Housing Corporation 
and the Delmar Commercial 
Committee.  Her “other job” 
is with the Regional Parks and 
Recreation District.

Jessica Forsyth and Chris 
Simon of the 5900 block of 
Pershing welcomed Miles, born 
June 16, 2003. Chris works at a 
private school in Webster Groves; 
Jessica works with AIDS patients 
at Children’s Hospital. Miles joins 
older brother Pablo, now three 
years old.

Bryan and Candace 
Marshall also have a second 
child, Evan, born on May 1, 
2003, joining 2 year old daugh-
ter, Autumn.  The Marshalls live 
on the 5900 block of Kingsbury.  
Candace is a busy full-time 
mom;  Bryan is an UMSL Polical 
Scientist.

On the 6000 block of 
McPherson, Meredith Joan 
McWilliams was born on 
September 1, 2003, first child of 
Sean McWilliams and Karin 
Hageman.  Karin is a plan-
ner with Development Strategies, 
Inc.  

Jessica Forsyth and Chris 
Simon of 59xx Pershing wel-
comed Miles, born June 16, 
2003.  Miles joins older brother 
Pablo, 3.

On the 6100 block of 
Westminster, Amrit and Amy 
Gill are celebrating the birth of 
their fourth child, Annie, making 
two boys and two girls for the 
busy Gills.  Also on Westminster, 
Sean and Christina (Fleener) 
McGroarty are proud parents 
of their third child, Joseph, 
joining big brothers Sean and 
Brendan.

Christina’s mom, Mary, is 
recovering from major surgery 

and still undergoing treatment.  
We wish her all the best, along 
with our best wishes to her col-
league and former neighborhood 
resident Susie Feinberg, of 
Feinberg Real Estate, who also 
had to undergo major surgery 
this past month and is doing very 
well.

Former Parkview Neighbor 
Ann Horner got her law degree 
and passed the bar.  Ann and Bob 
now live in Lafayette Square, but 
are frequently in the neighbor-
hood to visit daughter Laura, 
recently married and living on 
Waterman. Congratulations to 
Ann on a tremendous accom-
plishment!

Parkview’s Peggy Droege 
reports that her son Andrew is 
now happily a student at the 
San Francisco Art Institute, but 
welcomes photos from home, in 
fact, often painting from them.  

And we have to say goodbye to 
very long-time Parkview Neighbors 
Ed and Dorothy Gotway, who 
have moved to Ballwin near their 
daughter Laurie. Ed and Dorothy 
were stalwart St. Roch parents 
whose children Wendy, Laurie, 
Amy and John were involved in 
so many activities through their 
school years.  These steadiest of 
friends will be missed.

Parkview held their annual 
Fall Picnic on Saturday, Oct. 
18th in Pershing Park.   A good 
time was had by all with plenty 
of food and good friends enjoy-
ing a beautiful St. Louis fall day. 
The children in attendance had a 
wonderful time with face paint-
ing, clowns, a wonderful Juggling 
act, and a number of blow-up 
activities for Jumping and slid-
ing on.  Among the past and 
present Parkview residents who 

attended was Jenny and Ted 
Fanson’s grandson 3 1/2 
year-old Sam Doss, shown 
here having an artistic face paint-
ing.  Sam’s mother is Danielle 
Fanson Doss.



Shopping
On Delmar, east of Skinker, 

there are several great new plac-
es:  BitterSweet Botani-cals, 
profiled in this issue, recently 
moved to 6172 Delmar from 
their previous location in The U 
City Loop. What a lovely place -- 
see Sheryl for all your floral needs. 
Right next door at 6176, Big 
Shark Athletic Gear.  During 
the holidays, they're 
taking 25% off 
all triathlon 
a p p a r e l 
f r o m 
Z o o t 
a n d 

ORCA.  
C a l l 
8 6 2 -
1818 for 
information 
on all their ath-
letic apparel and acces- s o -
ries for running,biking, swimming, 
yoga, triathlon, lounging, and liv-
ing! MacroSun International 
has a wonderful array of items 
from the east.  Plus, they're hav-
ing a major "Pre-Holiday" sale 
Nov. 8-23 with 20 to 50% off 
storewide, and Free Henna Indian 
Body Art on Nov.15 and Dec. 6. 

Directly across the street, Big 
Shark Bicycle, our long-time 
Loop neighbor, has moved into 
fabulous new space next to the 
Pageant, where concert tickets 
might be the perfect holiday gift. 
For jewelry, clothing, and more, 
don't miss Diversity Gallery @ 
the Pageant. On the west side 
of the theatre, you'll find Sole 
Survivor, with fine leather goods 
and Naot Footwear. Further east, 
Chizom's, located at 6016 

Delmar, has the latest "hip-
hop" fashions. The adjacent 
Genesis Coffee House 
carries coffee beans as 
well as a hot cup, locat-
ed next to one of the 
neighborhood's oldest 
surviving businesses, 
Boulevard Cleaners. 

For other shopping 
you can walk to, try our 

friends west of Skinker, too, 
in the 6200 block: Futon 

Express has bedding and more; 
for New Age metaphysics try 
JuJu Magic Temple; a fine 
bookstore, Subterranean 
Books, and our long-time neigh-
bor, Plowshar-ing Crafts for 
handmade craft items from 
around the world, as well as 
Sun Star Divine and Family 
for African culture items.  In the 
6300 block, Altered Skates has 

skateboards and more; Beyond 
the Wall with posters, frames, 
and toys; also, Blooms in the 
Loop flower shop; Faru, with 
distinctive gifts and collectibles;  
HSB Tobacconist; Nieja Bend 
with wonderful jewelry;  Phoenix 
Rising for sparkling gifts;  Blues 
and Foot Locker, and Squad 
One Sports for casual wear; 
Streetside Records for all 
things musical, and Baton Music 
for instruments, too;  Goodluck 
Shoe and Soul for Your Sole 
for shoes; Rag A Rama, Robbi’s 
custom leather goods, Runway 
Fashion with European apparel, 
and the premier boutique, Ziezo, 
next to the Tivoli. Gifts for the 
home abound at Good Works 
and Intaglia.  At the Market in 
the Loop, you'll find the Silver 
Lady and Zuma Beach Bead 
Company;  nearby is Meli Melo 
with its great jewelry and acces-
sories, toys and cards. Cross the 
street to Archetypes, with its 
great accessories, or Sunshine 
Daydream for tie-dyes, Hats 
n Stuff, and the venerable and 
exciting Vintage Vinyl.  Why go 
anywhere else with all this shop-
ping variety?  

Food
For dining out or eating in, 

the following huge assortment 
of restaurants beckons:  5700 

block: Big Jake's BBQ and 
Marion's Café;  6000 block: 
Genesis House Coffeehouse; 
6100 block: Thai Café and 
soon the Miro Nuevo Latino 
(opening December, 2003); 
6200 block: Salvato's Café 
and Deli, Delmar Restaurant 
and Lounge, Thai Country 
Café, Thai Gai Yang, and on 
Eastgate, Thai Seafood and 
shortly a new Asian restaurant 
and lounge called 609 U (opening 
December, 2003). 6300 block: 
Seki Japanese, Tomatillo 
Mexican Grill, and Riddle’s 
Penultimate for great food and 
wine. 6500 block: our signa-
ture restaurant, Blueberry Hill, 
Brandt’s (check out the special 
time for children on Monday eve-
nings), Saleem's, and Red Sea. 
6600 block: Fitz's, Melting 
Pot, Loop Subway, St. Louis 
Bread Co., St. Louis Bubble 
Tea Co., Smoothie King, 
Starbuck's, Theo's Frozen 
Custard, Cicero's, Fatima's 
Restau-rant. At the Market 
in the Loop: Mama's Coal 
Pot, Racanelli’s New York 
Pizzeria, Wong's Wok. 

Altogether, the 70 shops and 
dining spots listed here offer a 
wonderful variety for the holidays 
and everyday.  Happy walking, 
neighbors! 
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Delmar, the Place to Be!

We’re happy to be part of the Skinker-DeBaliviere community

Come visit your new neighbor!

6171 Delmar - East of Skinker - Across from the Pageant

314 - 726 - 0222
www.macrosun.com

Jewelry  •  Clothing  •  Home Decor  •  Artifacts  •  Gifts

By Jo Ann Vatcha
This year, doing our holiday shopping and entertaining presents some interesting challenges and opportunities.  Getting 
in and out of the neighborhood has become quite an exercise, but, at the same time, we've never been richer in interesting 
places to buy gifts or gift certificates, as well to entertain friends and family.  Construction get us down? -No Way! 

Commissioners and other dig-
nitaries joined Jill McGuire 
and Mayor Slay (at center) at 
the Regional Arts Commission 
Grand Opening celebration on 
Delmar October 11.
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Life is “BitterSweet”
By Norbert Hart

Name: BitterSweet Botanicals 
Address: 6178 Delmar 
Phone: 862-5784 
Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 9-5

BitterSweet Botanicals has 
recently moved into the newly 
renovated buildings on Delmar 
East of Skinker.  The owner is 
Sherl Fritz, who has been in the 
flower business 10 years and had 
this business for 3 years.

BitterSweet offers a full floral 
service along with art work and 
some live plants.  There is no stan-
dard menu of products, as they 
believe in tailoring every order to 
each customer’s needs.  Along 
those lines, Ms. Fritz encourages 
people to be creative with flow-
ers as there are many options 
for decorating beyond standard 
table arrangements.  They gladly 

offer to assist in making arrange-
ments and recommend, espe-
cially for holiday entertaining, 
placing flowers throughout the 
house.  BitterSweet believes that 
one of the best ways to dress up 
the house and have fun doing so 
is to get old vases or wine bottles 
and decorate various locations in 
different rooms.  They point out 
that only flowers can provide the 
unique texture, color, and aroma 
they are so famous for.

In terms of being a business 
resident of the neighborhood, 
and particularly on 6100 Delmar 
right now, Ms. Fritz comments 
that the construction is a minor 
and temporary inconvenience 
and she looks forward to the 
future there.

On a Thursday evening over a 
month ago I was heading home 
going north on Skinker.  As I 
approached the new Wash U 
building, there was a pleasant sur-
prise.  Lights were on on the first 
floor and a bunch of young peo-
ple were seated at various tables.  
After all the anticipation, Kayak's 
Coffee, our neighborhood cof-
fee house was here.  Subsequent 
forays by the building showed 
people always there – studying, 
drinking a latte, or eating.  The 
nice crowds are a good sign for 

this business.
I've been in a couple times – to 

buy beans and to have lunch.  At 
the latter visit, I had an excellent, 
fresh Greek salad.  The coffee 
beans have served me well but 
my best discovery lay in the des-
sert area.  Kayak's has wonderful 
macaroons, some with milk or 
dark chocolate.  I recommend 
them highly and hope the good 
business continues unabated.

Welcome, Kayak's.  It's good to 
have you close.

Kayak's Has Arrived
By Lana Stein

Gil Williams of MacroSun 
writes, 

"It's great to be in the Skinker-
DeBaliviere neighborhood; the 
neighborhood support and kind-
ness have meant a great deal to us."  
Many events are being planned at 
the shop on Delmar, across from 
the Pageant.  November 15, 
watch or participate in Mehindi, 
the ultimate body art/temporary 
tattoo using the organic Indian 
herb Henna to draw intricate 
designs on hands and feet, is 
offered free with $10 purchase at 
MacroSun November 15, 2-4 pm 
(and every 3rd Saturday of the 
month) by Mehindi artist, Mamta 
Thakkar.  The natural henna cre-
ates a temporary stain of deep 
reddish-brown to black, and has 
been used in India for centuries to 
celebrate festive occasions, such 
as weddings.

“MacroSun is also planning a 
number of intercultural Himalay-
an holiday festivities in the first 
few weeks of December – which 
will likely include a live sitar con-
cert, possibly Kurdish music also, 
the free henna body art, and we 
will give it our best shot to get 
the Baby yak (or some friendly 
petting zoo animal) for the kids 
to pet.  We'll also be uncrating 

major new shipments of Buddhist 
and Hindu bronze statues from 
India and Nepal; Afghan hats, 
tribal jewelry, and antique tex-
tiles; Tibetan yak wool sweater 
and jackets; and lots of new ster-
ling jewelry from Thailand, India, 
and Bali.  All our holiday custom-
ers get a free gift!”

In other MacroSun news, Dr. 
Christine Schutz of MacroSun 
left October 24 for 3 weeks 
in Nepal to work with our sis-
ter organization,"Mitrata Nepal" 
("Mitrata" means "Friendship" in 
Nepali), which operatesa chil-
dren's home/orphanage in Nepal 
that provides educational oppor-
tunities and a safe and loving 
home for abandoned and street 
children in Nepal.  There are now 
over 20 children in the home 
individually sponsored, mostly by 
donors in the St. Louis area.

MacroSun International is 
planning a major buying trip early 
next year.  It should include India, 
Indonesia, and possibly Iraq.  We 
are looking into trade and secu-
rity issues of working with local 
Iraqi artisans – which are known 
for their beautiful traditional tex-
tiles, jewelry, and artwork.

Macrosun Events

The TIMES asked Metro for an update and expla-
nation of the construction activity and noise. 
Their comments are as follows:
Here is a summary of the work that will occur near the Waterman 
Bridge area.

Borings have been completed at the Waterman Bridge area (this is 
the work that has been going on from the beginning). The crews 
have now left.

First 2 weeks of November - Approximately 2 weeks of down time.

Mid-November to mid-December - trackwork will take place. Noisy 
installation of rail, rock, switches, etc. A new crossover is being 
installed under the Waterman bridge.

The loudest of the work will be complete by the end of the year.

January to March - Install poles for overhead electric lines, new 
electric lines, and new cabling. Not very noisy and very sporadic.

April - Approximately one noisy night when the new signal house 
is installed.

All work to be complete in the Waterman area by mid-May.

The work being conducted in that area cannot be done when trains 
are running, as the tracks are fully occupied during the work, and 
some of the construction equipment used requires that the over-
head power lines must be de-energized for safety.  The nightwork 
is limited to work that cannot be done during regular train service.  
There has been some limited blocking of alley access during the 
daytime work, but no streets are being blocked for any extended 
period of time.

Neighborhood questions remain about the Pershing/Des Peres 
area: Metro says the pedestrian bridge area near the intersection of 
Des Peres and Pershing has not yet been bid.

Although clearly, the construction work on the metrolink exten-
sion, as well as the subsequent bridge, will directly affect neighbors, 
Metro has not yet issued any specific schedule or information. 

As the line will run on the south side of the parkway, at this time, 
Metro does not feel there will be a significant impact on neighbors. 

Metro invites residents with questions or concerns to call the con-
struction hotline 314-923-3050. Calls are returned by the next 
business day. The Night Work Hotline number is (314) 982-1550. 
Residents may call at any time to get information on upcoming 
night work. Any questions you may have on this or any other issue 
should be directed to Metro's Construction Hotline at (314) 923-
3050. All calls will be returned by the next business day.

For more information on the Cross County MetroLink Extension, 
please visit the Project web site at www.crosscounty.org.

Sidewalks are coming!



Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council
Board of Directors Meeting, August 11, 
2003, Minutes (rev. Aug 12th)
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM 
by President Joe Keaveny.  The minutes 
from the May and June Board meetings were 
reviewed and corrected.  Corrected minutes 
were approved unanimously.  In the absence 
of Treasurer Peggy Droege the board 
reviewed and unanimously approved the writ-
ten Treasurer's Report.  
Aldermanic Report: Alderwoman Lyda 
Krewson (28th Ward) was unable to attend, 
but attached a written update on several traf-
fic issues that had been discussed at recent 
meetings.  Following up on issues raised in 
Lyda's report, the Board requested :that: the 
City conducts a traffic study on the volume 
of traffic in various blocks in the neighbor-
hood;  that Washington University follows 
up with the City about proper signage for 
the two-way portion of Pershing next to the 
276 N. Skinker Building. and that the curb 
be painted yellow within the proper legal dis-
tance of the intersections of McPherson and 
Des Peres and Washington and Rosedale.
Board of Elections Presentation: Two 

representatives from the Board of Election 
made a presentation on the need for elec-
tion judges in the City.  The City needs 706 
Democratic judges and 706 Republican judg-
es for each election.  Many people who have 
served as judges in the past are no longer 
able to do so.  Anyone interested in serving 
as a judge should contact the election board.
Lucier Park Committe: Katrina Stierholz 
and several members of the Lucier Park 
Committee gave a presentation on their 
recent discussions regarding development in 
and around Lucier Park.  They
reported that the committee has been look-
ing at the park with the primary goal of cre-
ating a safe place for kids to play.   A posi-
tive step was taken when former Alderman 
Irving Clay (26th Ward) set aside funds for 
new playground equipment in the park 
before he left office.  The equipment will be 
installed later this year.
Another focus of the committee has been 
finding ways to raise the visibility of the park 
and have "eyes on the park" to help create 
a safe environment.  One possible way to 
increase the visibility of the park would be to 
reopen Washington to Hamilton and develop 
new housing on Washington that would 

face Lucier Park and Hamilton school.  The 
Committee presented conceptual drawings 
showing how the housing might be accom-
modated, along with a softball field, the play-
ground, and a possible recreation center.
The Committee is planning another "Fall 
Festival" in Lucier Park and a Grand Opening 
Celebration for the new playground.  The 
Committee will continue to work with resi-
dents of the blocks immediately adjacent to 
the park and discuss possible plans for hous-
ing with residents and elected officials.  No 
action from the Board was requested at this 
time.
Security Update: Officer Sam Hill of the 
7th District gave the security update.  Officer 
Hill introduced Officer Dave Ramsey, who 
is a new public affairs officer for the 7th 
District, replacing Denise Young.  Officer 
Hill reported that auto theft, including theft 
from autos and theft of license tags contin-
ues to be a problem around the City and in 
the neighborhood.   There have also been 
several daytime burglaries in the past month.  
The officers urged residents to make sure 
windows and doors are secured to deter bur-
glary.  Transparent license plate covers can 
be a deterrent to license tag theft, collars for 
steering columns and/or the "Club" can help 
deter auto theft.  
Police have made several arrests in the 
neighborhood over the past month, includ-
ing arrests at some "problem properties."  
Residents reported concerns about suspicious 
activity at certain corners in the neighbor-
hood.  The officers reminded residents that 
in addition to 911, residents can call 241-
COPS to report possible drug dealing or 
other suspicious activity.  Information may 
be left anonymously, but the more detailed 
the information (names, descriptions, license 
plates, addresses of suspects, etc.) the more 
effectively the police will be able to follow 
up.  Residents may also call 231-1212 for 
routine, non-emergency police calls.
Executive Committee Report: Joe 
Keaveny reported that the Laurel Apartments 
at Pershing and Laurel are under contract 
to be sold.  SDCC has an old mortgage for 
$30,000 that should be paid to us at closing.   
If CDA funded the purchase, the money 
would probably have to go back to CDA.  
Laure will continue to work with CDA to find 
any documentation.  The St. Roch convent 
is on the market, but apparently no offer 
has been accepted to date. The September 
SDCC Board meeting will be hosted by 
Washington University and held at the new 
276 N. Skinker building.
Rosedale/Rags to Riches: Tim Schoemehl 
reported that Rags to Riches, the neighbor-
hood wide yard sale will be held on August 
23.  41 registrations have been received to 
date, putting us on pace with last year's level 

of participation. 
West End Arts Council: Laure Porterfield 
reported that volunteers are needed to help 
staff the concert series in Four Corners this 
summer.
Transportation Committee: Dan Schesch 
presented the Transportation Committee 
report.  Dan reported that a meeting to 
discuss traffic issues and a possible change 
in the street pattern on 6000 and 6100 
Pershing will be held August 14th at St. 
Roch.  Dan presented several issues related 
to the timing of the Waterman/Skinker traffic 
light.  The temporary traffic signal at Lindell 
and Skinker should be installed by August 
16th, and issues related to the timing of the 
lights may be addressed in conjunction with 
this. 
Community Picnic: Shirley Polk reported 
that the Community Picnic is scheduled for 
August 17th in Forest Park.  As usual, there 
will be great food and fun for kids and for the 
entire family.  Many thanks to everyone who 
has donated to the picnic to help make it a 
success.
Housing Corporation: Gary Boehnke 
referred to the minutes and project reports 
included in the board packet.
Executive Director's Report: Laure 
Porterfield noted that CDA is requiring all 
board members to sign a conflict of interest 
statement.  The statement was distributed to 
all board members to sign and return.  Laure 
referred to the written report included in 
the board packet.  She noted that he City 
has approved an Ordinance renaming Four 
Corners Park "Greg Freeman Park at Four 
Corners."  The committee that led the effort 
to change the name will meet again soon to 
discuss an appropriate ceremony and marker 
to dedicate the park.  
Laure provided an update on issues related to 
liquor licenses in the neighborhood.  Judge 
Wilson issued a ruling upholding the restric-
tions the excise commissioner placed on the 
liquor license for the Country Store.  The 
VW Package Liquor on Delmar has been 
acquired and is scheduled to close August 
17.  The proposed purchasers of the Delmar 
Lounge were unable to collect sufficient sig-
natures from neighbors to support their 3AM 
liquor license.  Therefore, it does not appear 
the sale of the property will move forward.
Laure reminded Board members of the 
probable change in our meeting location for 
September, and brought their attention to 
the WEAC concert series, the Washington 
University Birthday Party, and other informa-
tion included in the Board packets.
There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned.  
Respectfully submitted, Tim Schoemehl
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2626 Woodson
(Our New Location)

Wintermarkt:
The West End Arts Council 

invites you to participate 
in the third annual West End 
Arts Council Wintermarkt on 
Saturday, December 6, 2003, 
from 11 am until 4 p.m, at Greg 
Freeman Park at Four Corners 
at Kingsbury and Des Peres. We 
seek artists (including crafters) to 
sell their works at this outdoor 
arts and crafts fair.  Last year we 
had ceramacists, jewelry makers, 
glass artists, a doll maker, garden-
inspired accessories, handmade 
purses, musicians, and more.  In 
keeping with European tradition, 
the event is held outdoors and 
features a bonfire.  Please reg-
ister by November 27th.  For 
more information about the artist 
sale, to register contact Laure 
Porterfield at 862-5122 or at 
skinkerd@stlouis.missouri.org.

Arts in Transit:
Arts in Transit has issued a 

call for proposals for a public art 
program, IN THE LOOP, that 
will take place in the Delmar 
Loop on and around Delmar 
Boulevard, from East of Skinker 
to DeBaliviere Avenue. Artwork 
will be installed in the Spring of 
2004 and remain in place until 
late fall. The key function of the 
event will be to add further excite-
ment and dialogue to the district 
and to enrich and increase focus 
within this urban setting. IN THE 
LOOP will showcase 4-6 tempo-
rary public art projects of signifi-
cant scale and impact. 

Selections of other work and 
artist information will be exhib-
ited in the ground floor galleries 
of the Regional Arts Commission 
building at 6128 Delmar in a 
group show format. Studio visits 
or presentation meetings will be 
made by special arrangement.

Arts in Transit is a community 
partnership program of Metro. 
AIT furthers Metro's mission of 
"regional economic development 
through excellence in transpor-
tation" by creating customer 
friendly, aesthetically appealing, 
community-oriented transit envi-
ronments that are a vital part of 
the region and its neighborhoods. 
Since 1986, AIT has completed 
more than 100 public art proj-
ects, installations and community 
enhancements.  Proposals are 
due - December 1st, 2003, with 
selection and Notification – Mid 
December, 2003, installation 
Period – Spring, 2004, de-instal-
lation – October 16-17, 2004.

An Artist Selection Panel made 
up of artists, arts administra-
tors, and community representa-
tives will evaluate the proposals. 
Questions about this opportu-
nity may be submitted prior to 
Friday, 5 PM, November 14th.  
A written summary of all answers 
to additional questions and any 
supplemental information will be 
made available by email to all 
proposers.  

For More Information please 
contact Kim Humphries, 
(314) 982-1400 ex.1386 or 
KHumphries@metrostlouis.org.

TWO CALLS FOR ARTISTS
The Rosedale Halloween Party was held October 31 at St. Roch’s 
Gym. About 50 children were entertained by Daniel Romano, a 
storyteller. The costumes were judged by Scott Santen and Mary 
Schmitz. Joe Schoemehl acted as the crossing guard. Art Santen 
has organized the party for many, many Halloweens!

Voice Mail 721-5600 x115
karleenhoerr@aol.com
Fax 721-3678

kArLeeN hoerr
life MeMber Million Dolar club 

MeMber Multi-Million Dollar club

Stephen A. Brammeier, DVM
Kim Lynch, DVM
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Nearly all of the property in 
Skinker DeBaliviere, including the 
commercial property on Delmar 
Boulevard, falls within the bound-
aries of the Skinker DeBaliviere/
Catlin Tract/Parkview City 
Historic District.  The boundaries 
are, roughly, Lindell to the south, 
the City Limits in Parkview to the 
west, Delmar to the north and 
DeBaliviere to the east.  

These buildings are nearly all 
between seventy-five and nearly 
one hundred years old.  They are 
standing because over the years, 
owners have taken pride in car-
ing to maintain and repair their 
properties.  We no have this privi-
lege and responsibility passed on 
to us.  What we do with these 
houses will allow neighbors well 
into the 21st century to enjoy the 
District's outstanding early twenti-
eth century architecture.

In order to assure that repairs, 
alterations, demolitions and new 
construction are done in a manner 
which enhances the character of 
our buildings, this neighborhood 
was designated a historic district 
in 1978.  This means that most 
exterior work must have permits.  
Permits in all city historic districts 
fall under the authority of the 
Cultural Resource Office (CRO).  
While at times, owners may find 
the extra responsibility of owning 
a historic building a burden, the 

added effort pays off in increased 
property values and a sense of 
community pride.

Why Do I Need a Permit?
In this District, there are two 

kinds of permits.  A building per-
mit is required when any struc-
tural change, major alteration, 
demolition or new construction is 
planned.  This permit is reviewed 
by the Building Division and by 
the Cultural Resource Office.  In 
addition, Items in the following 
list require CRO-only permits.  
The Cultural Resource Office is 
primarily concerned with any 
work which is visible from the 
street.  Some examples are:
•  Replacement of windows and 

doors
•  Gutters and downspouts
•  Exterior painting of previously 

unpainted masonry (brick and 
stone)

•  Repair, replacement or covering 
of decorative trim

•  Replacement of features such as 
porch railings, balustrades, and 
balconies

•  Roofs
•  Awnings and canopies
•  Retaining walls and walkways
•  Fences

One way to judge if what you 
are doing will need one or the 
other kind of permit is to consider 

if the work will be permanent.  
For instance, the front gable on 
your house is stucco and wood.  
Some of the wood is a little rot-
ten and it all needs painting.  If 
you want to repair the wood and 
paint, you don't need a permit.  If 
you want to cover the gable with 
siding of any kind, you do.

What Standards Are Used?
Generally, materials and archi-

tectural styles original to the 
neighborhood are what should 
be used.  Modern materials such 
as vinyl, aluminum, cast stone 
or brick may or may not be 
permitted.  The replacement of 
windows is a major issue; the 
Cultural Resource Office is devel-
oping a brochure on what is 
permitted.  If there are questions 
about any work, please call the 
Cultural Resource Office at 622-
3400 or the Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Council at 862-5122. 
both offices can provide you with 
copies of the ordinance, which 
includes the neighborhood's stan-
dards.

The neighborhood Historic 
District Review Committee meets 
on a regular basis and is happy 
to review any plans and help with 
the permit process in any way.

Where Do I Get a Building 
or CRO-Only Permit?

Applications can be made in 
person at the Building Division - 
Permit Section, Room 425, City 
Hall.  The application can be made 
by the Owner, Registered Design 
Professional or the Contractor.  It 
is, however, the Owner's respon-
sibility to see that a building per-
mit is issued and posted on the 
job site before work begins.

In the case of a CRO-only per-
mit, the Building Division auto-
matically refers the applicant to a 
member of the CRO staff who is 
on hand to approve the applica-
tion.  Only if the proposed work 
does not follow the Standards is 
the application held for further 
staff review.  Almost all permits 
are issued the day application 
is made.  A minimum of two 
photographs of the site must be 
included with the application.  A 
site plan may also be requested.  
Cost estimates of the work are 
required.   

How Much Do the Permits 
Cost?

CRO-only permits are $9.00 
for any work from $1.00 to 
$2,500 and $24 for jobs exceed-
ing $2,500.  Building permits cost 
an additional $6.50 per $1.000 
of construction expense. 

What Happens if I Do Not 
Get the Necessary Permit?

If work is done without a per-
mit, a stop-work order will be 
issued.  The owner then has to 
go through the necessary steps 
to obtain a permit.  If the work 
meets Historic district standards, 
work can proceed.  In a case 
where it does not meet standards, 
the work may have to be undone 
and correctly redone.  Failure 
to obtain the necessary building 
permits may result in prosecution 
in the Housing Court with a maxi-
mum fine of $500.00 plus court 
costs and/or imprisonment not 
exceeding ninety (90) days.

Failure to obtain the necessary 
building permits may result in 
prosecution in the Housing Court 
with a maximum fine of $500.00 
plus court costs and/or imprison-
ment not exceeding ninety (90) 
days. 

For further information regard-
ing the Skinker DeBaliviere neigh-
borhood, go to our website at 
http:\\stlouis.missouri.org\and 
then select neighborhoods, then 
choose neighborhood 46 on the 
map.  Scroll down on the side-
bar to make specific selections.  
Our Historic District ordinance 
can be found on this website.  
For further information from the 
Cultural Resource Office, go to 
http:\\stlous.missouri.org\city-
gov\planning\heritage\.

This summary is not intended 
to constitute a comprehensive 
description of the legal require-
ments that may apply to any 
given situation.  Accordingly, 
any reliance on this summary is 
expressly disclaimed.  You are 
advised to consult the applicable 
codes and government officials to 
fully evaluate your situation.

Owning a Building in a Historic District
By katie kurtz, Chairman, historic District review Committee

Keep Lucier Park and your  
neighborhood safe!

here are some numbers to call:
emergencies & crimes in progress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Non-emergency police. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231-1212
Drug, gang, or violent activity (anonymous, very effective) . . . .241-CoPS
Gang hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .241-CoPS
Derelict Cars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .622-4800
Graffiti removal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .622-4800
Streetlights out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .622-4800
Stray dog or other animals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .622-4800
All other city services-Citizen’s Service Bureau. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .622-4800
Board of Alderman  
     (26th Ward-Williamson; 28th Ward-krewson) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .622-3287
Neighborhood Stabilization officer Larry Isom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .454-9749

Sunday, October 12, was time to celebrate the new playground 
in Lucier Park, 5800 Westminster.  Former Alderman Irving Clay 
had designated $ 70,000 in Parks Department money, and new 
Alderman Frank Williamson gave a short speech.  
It consists of a "Miracle" slide and other equipment.  The cel-
ebration included cake and lemonade, and the kids decorated a 
sign. SDCC President Joe Keaveny and Executive Director Laure 
Porterfield also participated.
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Rick and Venita Lake’s dog 
attended the Kingsbury Animal 
Hospital groundbreaking cer-
emony September 26.  A size-
able number of animal hospital 
clients appeared with their 
dogs, each of which received 
a yellow hard hat to mark the 
occasion.  

There were several contests to 
denote dog with longest tail, 
largest dog, dog with best tail 
wag, and dog with best trick.



Well, our wise and sophisti-
cated state legislators have done 
it again.

Trying to stay ahead of 
California in the rankings for the 
dumbest state west of Kentucky 
(no small task), they have blown 
their noses at the will of the 
people. Yes, even though a state-
wide referendum showed that 
people were against legislation 
authorizing concealed weapons, 
they have passed a law which 
allows this. So much for the will 
of the people, eh?

I know, I know, the right-wing 
nuts among us, those of us who 
feel a need to have a steel weap-
on to prove their man/woman-
hood, will argue that the U.S. 
Constitution provides the right 
to bear arms.  Yes, it does. The 
framers, however, were not refer-
ring to Saturday Night Specials, 
that we know. And then there is 
our number one corporate citizen 
Anheuser-Busch.  Yes, these com-
munity leaders withheld a contri-
bution to the governor, simply 
because he vetoed the legislation. 
You and I may know that guns 
and liquor don't mix, but they've 
not learned that at the brewery.

Alas, I don't mean to be on a 
bit of a rant here. I mean, rea-
sonable people can disagree, and 
there are two sides to every issue.  
That's true here too.

Of course, one of the sides is 
right and the other is wrong. Tell 
me, do you honestly think we're 
going to be safer with more and 
more people packing heat? Of 
course, our wise legislators will 

say that the government has no 
right to get involved with whether 
or not people carry weapons. "It's 
a case of individual freedoms," 
they will say. Yeah, sure. I should 
have the freedom to conceal a 
handgun?  Now how logical is 
that, really? I rest my case.

But there's more than just this 
legislation.  In Your Ear's Jeff 
City doppelganger reporter, deep 
tonsil, has been talking to legis-
lators on the sly.  He has been 
meeting with them off the record, 
trying to figure out what's next.  
No surprise, emboldened by this 
"success," they are, even as I 
write, cobbling legislation for the 
next session.  Capitalizing on this 
feat of arming every citizen, our 
state senators and representatives 
(at least the Republicans among 
them), have more in store for you 
and me.  Here are five bills that 
will be filed at the opening ses-
sion of the legislature, bills which 
our representatives say will make 
life safer for all of us and remove 
government intrusions.

1. Make automobile seat-belts 
illegal. Yes, not only does the 
government not have a right to 
require you to wear a seat belt, 
there shouldn't be any available 
in case you weaken and want to 
protect yourself, wimp. Removal 
of seat belts will be necessary for 

licence renewals. Besides, say 
the legislators, following in the 
logic that says more guns will 
make us safer, if people don't 
have seat belts, they'll drive more 
safely because being involved in 
an accident would be more dan-
gerous. Auto insurance rates will 
no doubt go down!

2. Close the restaurant health 
inspection departments.  I mean, 
what right does the government 
have to give a restaurant a grade? 
In our free society, every person 
should be free to eat as contami-
nated of food as s/he likes. By 
doing away with the inspectors, 
we will be moving to more of a 
free-market food industry. Sure, 
some people will eat unhealthy 
food and get sick or die, but then 
the word will spread and others 
won't go to that restaurant.

Isn't that more sensible than 
paying for inspectors?

3. Repeal of all speed limits on 
highways.  In a free society, what 
right does the government have 
to limit driving speeds?  Why 
shouldn't those simply be limited 
by how quickly a car can go, 
anyway?  What could be wrong 
with people driving as fast as 
they want? It probably wouldn't 
be a safety concern because if 
people are driving faster, they will 
get where they are going more 
quickly and, thus, fewer of them 
will be on the roads at any given 
time.  Hey, auto insurance rates 
may be lowered even further due 
to this. The insurance companies 
may wind up paying you money 
to drive!

4. Cut back the hours of the 
police departments by a third. 
The crime rate is already drop-
ping, and now that Joe and June 

Citizen will be armed, there is 
less of a need to have police on 
duty all of the time. Reducing the 
hours that police are available will 
cut government spending with no 
appreciable increase in the crime 
rate. (While local communities 
can decide which eight hours 
they wish to be without police 
protection, the legislators are rec-
ommending that this be between 
midnight and 8 a.m.; after all, 
most people are asleep then, so 
why need do we need paying for 
police?).

5. Eliminate metal-detectors 
at airports. Statistically, we all 
know that you're more likely to 
die in an auto than a plane crash, 
so why bother with the metal 
detectors?  Sure, there might be 
an incident or two, but the likeli-
hood of you or anyone you know 
being on that plan is minuscule.  
Plus, think of the time you'll save 
by not waiting in line, removing 
your shoes, and so on. Instead, 
people should just sign an affida-
vit in which they swear that they 
are bringing nothing dangerous 
on the plane.  Sure, we all know 
that there are some crazy people 
out there who would lie and bring 
something that they shouldn't on 
the plane, but we need not worry.  
After all, everyone from Missouri 
will be packing their own heat on 
the plane, so if something goes 
wrong, we can reach for our 
manhood and blast ‘em out of 
the sky.

Aren't you glad you live in 
Missouri?  And will you sign my 
petition to recall Bob Holden 
and elect John Goodman as 
Governor?
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IN YOUR EAR 
by hawkeye Q. hoerr 

Attending the groundbreaking ceremony at Kingsbury Animal 
Hosptial were Georgie Fox’s dogs.

Stephen A. Brammeier, DVM
Kim Lynch, DVM


