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IF THE TIF COMES TO PASS, THEN . . .

These developments become possible.
By Lana Stein

I. Hotel on 6100 Delmar.
Joe Edwards is proposing to 

construct a 100-room boutique 
hotel at the site of the former 
Ronald Jones Funeral Home.  
Edwards would preserve the 
architecturally interesting facade 
and then construct a 10-story 
edifice.  He feels there is a good 
market for such a hotel, with the 
entertainment occurring close by 
and the proximity of Washington 
University.

2. New retail and office 
development.

Neal and Josh Shapiro have 
acquired the former Yellow Cab 
Company site.  They wish to 
erect a new facility of 30,000 
square feet to be a mixed use 
facility of office and commercial 
property.  There would be 63 
spots of free parking in back of the 
new building.  The number of retail 
spaces will depend on the number 
of interested tenants.  The center 
of the building will have a walkway 
running from back to front.  It will 
be totally covered.  The number 
of offices will also depend on 

the number of interested lessees.  
The Shapiros have selected the 
Lawrence Group to design the 
facility.  Pace Properties will do the 
retail marketing.  If the TIF goes 
through, construction will begin 
in the spring of 2006 and last a 
year.

3. A New Condominium 
Complex

The Saaman Corporation is in 
the early stages of planning a 
new construction condominium 
complex at 5819 Delmar.  Dave 
Mastin of Design Alliance is doing 
preliminary drawings.  This project 
will be similar to one Saaman is 
about to begin at Westgate and 
Vernon.  The condo units would 
be from 1000 - 1200 square 
feet.  Parking will be underground.  
Mark Rubin of Saaman anticipates 
36 units.  The starting price would 
be under $199,000.  There is a 
trailer at the Westgate and Vernon 
site where neighbors can get a 
better idea of what they propose 
to do.

See related article on TIF 
financing on page 6.

Rosedale Square Apartments to Become 
Condominiums
By Lana Stein

In 1987, the city of St. Louis provided funding that made it possible 
for our nascent housing corporation to acquire the 10 buildings of the 
Rosedale Square apartments.  Under management supervised by the 
Housing Corporation, the status of the apartments improved over time 
and structural repairs took place.  However, the Housing Corporation 
felt that it did not have the wherewithal to continue ownership and 
maintenance of the apartments.  In keeping with what it saw as its 
mission, increase of home ownership, it let an RFP, advertising for 
developers to turn the 10 buildings into condominiums.

Several developers bid on the project.  The Housing Corporation 
selected Saaman Corporation to be the developer.  A contract 
has recently been signed after a number of months of negotiation.  
Mark Rubin of Saaman Corporation indicated that the proposed 
condominiums would range from 800 to 1580 square feet.  The 
starting price for the smaller units is expected to be $130,000.  
The largest would probably sell for $209,000.  Rubin said their 
demographic profile of buyer is that of a younger professional with 
perhaps some middleaged tenants.  The smaller unit would be a 1 
bedroom with a small study.  The other units would be 2 bedrooms.  
There would be hardwood floors, washer/dryer connections, tile in 
the bathroom, stone tops in the kitchen, new decks, and secured 
parking.

Saaman hopes to have a display open this winter.  BSI will be the 
general contractor.  Half the units will be done at one time but on 
both sides of the street.  The display is likely to be open fulltime.

Rubin said he had just become aware of an issue of concern to a 
number of Skinker De Baliviere residents.  When Rosedale Square 
apartments were conveyed to the Housing Corporation, Rosedale 
was vacated between Washington and Delmar.  It is no longer a public 
thoroughfare.  Not only the streets but the sidewalks were vacated 
as well.  Since 1987, there has been unhampered pedestrian traffic 
on Rosedale.  Would a new owner continue in that fashion?  The 
contract between the Housing Corporation and Saaman calls for the 
sidewalks to remain open to the public.  This could only be changed 
by a 75% vote of condominium owners. 

Loop in Motion 

Loop in Motion will enliven the neighborhoods of the Loop again 
this year on Saturday, October 1.  A parade at 11:00 a.m. will 
involve the Washington University Greek Association.  Music 
will be heard throughout the day, including the popular Murder 
City Players.  Produced by the University City Loop Community 
Foundation, a non-profit corporation, the purpose of "Loop in 
Motion" is to showcase a diverse assortment of emerging visual and 
performing arts in the Loop.  New this year is a "St. Louis Idol" 
contest for the area's best Karaoke singers.  Call Theresa Miller at 
808-3088 for more information, or visit the Loop's website for up 
to date information, www.ucityloop.com.

The Murder City Players (reggae band) will play at the Screenz 
Music Stage at Leland  from 6 to 8 p.m. as part of Loop in 
Motion.

Entrepreneur Joe Edwards boards one of two genuine St. Louis 
trolleys which have been obtained by The Loop Trolley Company, 
which co-sponsored with the Missouri Historical Society, Musick 
Construction and Citizens for Modern Transit the Great Trolley 
Drop at the Missouri History Museum in Forest Park in St. Louis. 
One of two renovated trolley cars is now displayed in the east 
parking lot of Commerce Bank in The Loop in University City.  Joe 
Edwards, president of the Loop Trolley Co., hopes to build a 2.2-
mile fixed-track, vintage trolley line that would loop around the 
history museum and run down DeBaliviere Boulevard onto Delmar 
Boulevard and down to University City, where it would loop at City 
Hall.
The Loop Trolley Co., a non-profit organization, obtained a 
$600,000 grant to purchase and rehab two vintage trolley cars 
now on display. 
Although building the entire line would cost about 32 Million 
dollars, Edwards believes it is possible.  And as Ald. Lyda Krewson 
said to the Post-Dispatch, if anyone can make it happen, Edwards 
can. "He's just a real champion for this project and so many others 
in University City and the City of St. Louis," Krewson said. "He's 
brought a lot of things to fruition that other folks thought wouldn't 
happen. "If I had to bet, I'd bet we'd have a trolley."
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Calendar
Upcoming Events Calendar
September 12:  Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council meeting, 
6008 Kingsbury, call 862-5122 for more information

September 21: Skinker-DeBaliviere Housing Corporation meeting, 
6008 Kingsbury, 6:00 p.m., call Gary Boenke, 862-5122.

October 5: Skinker-DeBaliviere Housing Corporation meeting, 6008 
Kingsbury, 6:00 p.m., call Gary Boenke, 862-5122.

October 10:  Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council meeting, 
6008 Kingsbury, call 862-5122 for more information.

Other Events of Interest
Continuing:
St. Louis History Museum: 
• The American Presidency:  A Glorious Burden 
• The 1904 World’s Fair:  Looking Back at Looking Forward 
• Lindbergh 
• Sidewalks of St. Louis:  Selections from the Swebosky Collection 
• Seeking St. Louis

Saint Louis Art Museum: 
• Currents 95: Julie Mehretu’s paintings 
• Until September 11, “Nature and Nation:  Hudson River School 
Landscape Painting

Regional Arts Commission:  • Until Sunday, October 2 

Market in the Loop 
• Saturdays through October 8 — Crafts, gifts, food and 
beverages, cooking demonstrations, entertainment and MORE! For 
information visit www.saturdaysatthemarket.com.

September 16:  5:30-7:30 Regional Arts Commission Opening 
Reception for “Textiles as Emotional Landscape” Opening Reception.  
The exhibit is curated by Sun SmithForet, who will give a Gallery Talk 
on Saturday, September 17, 11:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

September 23:  “U City in Bloom” Bulb Sale, 8-4, Mkt. in the Loop

October 1:  Loop in Motion

October 2:  Quintessential Quilt Show opens at the U City Library

October 9:  Opening at the St. Louis History Museum:  “Beyond 
Lewis & Clark:  The Army Explores the West”

Please send calendar items to jvatcha@peoplepc.com

Editor's Notebook
By Lana Stein
This past May I had knee replacement surgery.  The convalescence 
presented time for contemplation.  The recovery has progressed 
very well but I have been left with a greater sense of my own age 
and mortality.  In addition, I keep thinking about the past, from 
cooler summers in my Michigan home or from how we existed 
before cell phones, VCRs, DVDs, etc.  I have a friend who considers 
herself a Luddite and eschews some of these newer inventions.  I 
don’t eschew them but I wonder how I lived with only 3 television 
channels or how I could have typed on a manual typewriter.
Moving in this vein, I also thought more about the neighborhood.  In 
May and June, I sat on the front porch and ruminated.  There was 
more pedestrian traffic than I remembered and it was more diverse.  
Two sets of neighbors moved in, both with academic connections.  
It certainly seemed a great deal safer than when I first arrived in 
Skinker De Baliviere in 1987.  (There was the construction of 
course – METRO – but I don’t want to deal with that again!)
Skinker DeBaliviere has changed a great deal.  Property values are 
up.  We’re very desirable.  It is safer.  But, many old timers have 
moved on and new residents did not participate in our struggle for 
stability.  The neighborhood pulled together during adversity and 
residents participated in major decisionmaking.  The result was 
not always unanimity, e.g., the fate of Nina Place.  But there was 
awareness and participation.  The Times helped.  It published 
the Historic District Ordinance and the Delmar Redevelopment 
plan among others. Is it wrong to ask if important changes today 
should be brought to the neighborhood? Do people still care?  Is 
consultation still a good idea?  Although the Housing Corporation 
did not involve the community in its decision to sell Rosedale Square 
or in how the proceeds would be allocated, it is now asking for 
comment on the course of future activity in these pages. Perhaps 
there is a learning curve.
I’m not totally resistant to change but I wonder if things have 
changed too fast.  Skinker DeBaliviere is an extremely successful 
neighborhood. Hopefully, the traits and customs that made it that 
way won’t all fade away.
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Jill McGuire Receives Significant Award 
from Her Peers
By Lana Stein
Jill McGuire, longtime resident at 61xx 
Westminster, and founding director of the 
Regional Arts Commission has received 
a very prestigious award from her peers 
in the arts community.  During the 2005 
Americans for the Arts conference held 
June 11 - 13 in Austin, McGuire became 
the recipient of the Selina Roberts Ottum 
award.  The name of the recipient had not 
been revealed in advance and, needless to 
say, McGuire was totally surprised.  The 
Ottum award recognized the achievements of an individual who has 
made a meaningful contribution to his or her community through local 
arts leadership.

Robert L. Lynch, the president and CEO of Americans for the Arts 
noted that, “With boundless energy and dedication, Jill McGuire has 
established herself as a real powerhouse in community arts leadership.  
Despite being fully involved in arts programs throughout her region, 
Jill’s enthusiasm is uncontainable; she has brought her talent and 
expertise to local arts leadership throughout the country, to the benefit 
of communities everywhere.”

McGuire frequently has provided expertise to arts organizations 
across the country and she continues to enhance our art scene.  The 
Regional Arts Commission now is located on Skinker DeBaliviere’s 
northern boundary and offers residents considerable opportunity to 
take advantage of gallery showing, provides meeting space, and meets 
the needs of the region.

Jill McGuire had worked with and been a friend of Selina Roberts 
Ottum.  It was particularly poignant for her to receive the award 
created for her friend’s memory.  Congratulations to our special 
neighbor and friend.
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News of Neighbors
By Jo Ann Vatcha

Lucky Georgie Fox of the 
6100 block of McPherson recently 
returned from a trip to Scotland, 
where daughter Genny and her 
Scot husband James Malcolm just 
bought a home to return to the 
pastoral beauty of Scotland from 
busy Singapore where they live 
and work.  

Farewells:  Jon and Sole Van 
Emden are moving to a condo 
on Buckingham in Clayton.  The 
family has been active in the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere community 
and friend to many during their 
time on Pershing, and we wish 
them well.

Ken Cohen and Margie 
Brammeier, together with John 
and Jane Cross, hosted a lovely 
late summer party to say au revoir 
to their long-time neighbors Dan 
Shea and Kathleen Williams.  
In attendance were relocated 
Kingsbury residents Cal and 
Gee Stuart and Ann and Jim 
McCarthy, as well as many 
other friends and neighbors from 
Kingsbury and beyond.  Dan and 
Kathleen will be moving to the 
St. Regis Condos across from the 
Chase, so we expect to see them 
back often! 

The happening block of 5900 
block of Pershing welcomes: 
Corinna Treitel and Krister 
Knapp, both history professors, 
next door to our own Lana 
Stein, and Sean and Angie 
Meara, who have recently landed 
across the street.  Angie works at 
UMSL Performing Arts Center, 
and husband Sean is a consultant.  
Welcome!

The 6100 block of McPherson 
is home to new neighbors John 
and Zellie McClellan, together 
with toddler Jack and baby Claire.  
Zellie is related to the Dunn family, 
longtime residents of Parkview.

Congratulations to Jamie and 
Cari Allen on the July 19 birth 
of their baby James IV, or J.D., 
as he will be called.  The young 
family lives on the 6100 block of 
Westminster.

Condolences to Mike Stahl, 
our longtime neighbor and faithful 
TIMES deliverer for many, many 
years on the 6100 block of 
Westminster, on the loss of his 
wife Sylvia.  Before her illness, 
Sylvia had worked many years at 
the old Famous-Barr in Clayton, 
and spent some retirement years 
assisting at a daycare center.  The 
Stahls were early pioneers of the 
neighborhood since the 60’s.

We also learned of the passing 
of Flossie Driscoll, who, with 
her husband Frank, lived on 
the 6100 block of Washington.  
The Driscolls were also in the 
typesetting/printing business 
together, and you rarely saw one 
without the other.  They had 
moved to the Coronado Apar-
tments a few months previous. 

Congratulations to Dan and 

Monique Hudspeth of the 
6000 block of McPherson on 
their beautiful June wedding, 
followed by a honeymoon in the 
Caribbean.  Several neighbors, 
old friends, and family attended 
on a magical summer night at a 
totally idyllic river setting.  Among 
those attending were Dan’s 
mother, former neighborhood 
resident Sue and Jim Kropp, 
sisters Christine, Mary Kay, and 
Jimmy, Dan’s twin, now residing 
in Arizona.  Dan’s daughter Daisy 
was a poised and lovely maid of 
honor.  

New Business 

Neighbors:
Integrity Design, a web design 

firm, has moved into the second 
floor office space renovated by 
the Shapiros at the former liquor 
store building at 6110 Delmar 
next to their Original Cast Lighting 
company.  The first floor retail 
space will be leased at a later 
date.

Salvato’s Restaurant at 6227 
Delmar has become Fabio’s, 
now owned and operated by Sam 
Bathani and family, who have 
had their Al Tarboush Deli at 602 
Westgate for many years. They 
will continue to operate both 
locations, and Fabio’s will begin 
serving Lebanese-style dinners in 
the future.

Renard Paper Company, Inc.
Providing Solutions for Maintenance 

Professionals

314 371-4422 • 800-637-8732 • Fax 314 371-4431 
4465 Manchester Ave. • St. Louis, MO  63110 

www.renardpaper.com

We Sell & Repair Vacuums 
– All Makes & Models
Is your vacuum broken?  

Does it need a good cleaning? 
RENARD SERVICE CAN HELP...

CALL TODAY &  

ASK FOR OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

OR BRING YOUR VACUUM BY OUR SHOP 

AT 4465 MANCHESTER AVENUE.

WE’LL MAKE IT GOOD AS NEW!!

314 371-4422
Mention this ad and  

Receive $5 Off Your First Order

Since 1953

Skinker DeBaliviere Commu-
nity Housing Corporation is 
inviting community input on 
housing and property needs in the 
area that can be addressed by the 
Housing Corp.

SDCHC is a nonprofit developer 
working in the Skinker DeBaliviere 
community since 1988.  The 
Housing Corporation encourages 
owner occupancy and commercial 
development that will improve and 
benefit the community and works 
to improve the housing stock in the 
Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood 
and surrounding area.  Since 
its inception, SDCHC has been 
involved in many successful 
projects that include buying 
problem properties, managing 
residential property, seeking 
developers, rehabbing property, 
and holding vacant property for 
future development. 

The SDCHC Mission State-
ment: To be the buyer/developer 
of necessity; empowering strong 
development and homeowner-
ship, with the goal of improving 
the character, heritage and 
quality of the Skinker DeBaliviere 
neighborhood and community.

We have been using the 1991 
Skinker DeBaliviere Interim 
Housing Strategy as a guideline 
for our activities these past years, 
but many of the objectives in 
this study have been achieved, 
the neighborhood has changed 
a lot in the past 14 years, and a 

new neighborhood plan has not 
been written.  As the SDCHC 
moves into its next strategic 
planning session we are asking 
for community members to share 
their thoughts and ideas on how 
the Housing Corp might address 
property concerns in the area.  

Individuals may send written 
comments or speak in person at 
a Board meeting.  We are setting 
aside time at our September 21 
and October 5 Board meetings for 
community comment.  Comments, 
requests and Ideas should be in 
keeping with SDCHC’s Mission 
Statement and our general 
business practices.  If you choose 
to speak in person (time will be 
limited) at a Board meeting; it 
would be helpful if you would let 
Gary Boehnke know that you will 
be attending, call Gary at 862-
5122 and schedule a time.

SDCHC Requests Community Comment

Andy Cross and daughter 
Sarah Jane in the Community 
Garden.
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The 7th Annual 2005 Breakfast 
Garden Tour focused on some 
of the more recently developed 
homes in our neighborhood.  The 
Nina Place townhomes provided 
three creative and beautiful 
gardens.  Other gorgeous gardens 
were discovered in the Kingsbury 
Square area.  Many tour-goers 
stated they didn’t know this 
beautiful place was even here!  

The Nina Place Townhomes 
were designed to offer something 
a little different, somewhere 
between condos and big homes.  
The residents are friends through 
their homeowners association and 
by design, each set of homes has 
a triangular corner planting area.  
Here, Gary and Janice Bierman 
relax by their gorgeous pond and 
garden.  Gary’s company, Town 
and Country Homes, developed 
these new homes a couple of years 
ago.  Hundreds of neighbors have 
been just a few feet away from 
this yard, having no idea of the 
slice of paradise just beyond that 
garageÖWhat better compliment 
can be made to a neighborhood 
than when the builder of a project 
moves into one of the houses he 
has constructed.  

The yard of Willie and 
Rogerine Kinds on the 5900 
block of DeGiverville is for “good 
old fashioned family picnics and 
summer fun times with friends.  
The Kinds built the trellis and 
fence, decorated with keepsakes 
and gifts, the patio of lovely old 
pavers, and a new fence.  Their 
charming garden includes a crab 
apple tree which a first-cousin 
won in an essay contest about 
trees some 35 years ago.  And 
then there’s the bike:  Rogerine 
tells the story of the young girl 
who took a very short bike ride.  
She rode her bicycle down the 
back yard path and right out of 

the gate into the alley.  When she 
got to the alley, a car was there 
and she smacked into it.  It was 
a police car!  She was so afraid 
that she would be arrested and the 
police would take her car away.  
When she grew older, her mom 
reminded her to come and take 
her bike from the backyard, but 
she was busy with other things 
now, and the bike remained there.  
So Rogerine turned the bike into 
a planter, part of their memorable 
garden.  The Kinds have been 
active in the neighborhood for 
four decades, and it was a treat to 
have their yard on the Breakfast 
Garden Tour.  

The tour also included the 
Block Unit 1035 Garden, which 
has really developed over the last 
seven years.  The center circle 
garden is being redesigned with a 
new trellis.  Garden leaders Jesse 
and Mary Brown of the 5900 
block of DeGiverville help keep it 
a wonderful spot.

Many of our neighbors may 
not have been through Kingsbury 
Square because it is a gated 
community, therefore, “just 
passing through” doesn’t happen 
much unless one is visiting friends.  
Dan and Molly Rater, who is seen 
here with daughter Mary, live on 
the 5700 block of Westminster.  
Their small front yard, like many 
others, is tastefully filled with 
plantings, bringing the area alive 
with color.

Bringing neighbors together 
and discovering new parts of our 
neighborhood are two of the goals 
of the “Annual Breakfast Garden 
Tour.”  Thank you to all who 
participated.
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Gary and Janice Bierman, Nina Place Townhomes.
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Willie and Rogerine Kinds, 5900 block of DeGiverville.
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Jesse Brown at the Block Unit 1035 Garden.
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Molly and Mary Rater, Kingsbury Square.

2005 Breakfast Garden Tour
by Andy Cross
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Taste of Delmar
A group of Skinker-DeBaliviere 

neighbors enjoyed the inaugural 
“Taste of Delmar,” held on June 
17, at 609 Restaurant/U 
Lounge at Eastgate and Delmar 
on June 17.  The concept for 
“Taste of Delmar” came from the 
success of an earlier social event 
held earlier this year at Mirasol 
Restaurant.  Organizers were 
stunned by the large turnout of 
Skinker-DeBaliviere residents, and 
realized that there was clearly a 
demand for similar outings. 

The next “Taste of Delmar” 
will take place in the next few 

weeks. The next event will be 
held at Modai, located at 6100 
Delmar, corner of Rosedale.  This 
beautiful new restaurant serves 
sushi and other oriental specials 
and has been open just a few 
months and promises to be a great 
selection for the next gathering 
“just for fun.”  Tickets must be 
purchased in advance.  Invitations 
will be distributed soon, and if 
you’d like to receive one, please 
contact Tony Wyche at tonywyche 
@hotmail.com.

Linda Cross and Michelle Pike.

Andy Cross, Tom Snider and Cathy Kniepman.

Madeleine Brice and Jeff Pike.

I love Skinker DeBaliviere!  
I was raised in this neighborhood and 

now my husband and I are  
raising our children here, too!

Call for all your real estate needs.
Friendly, reliable service.

Rachel Boxdorfer
Multi-Million Dollar Club

St. Louis Association of Realtors

Office: (314) 862-7500
Voice Mail: (314) 419-8989
rboxdorf@cbgundaker.com

8069 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO  63117

Voice Mail 721-5600 x115
karleenhoerr@aol.com
Fax 721-3678

kARLeen HoeRR
life MeMber Million Dolar club 

MeMber Multi-Million Dollar club

Rosedale neighbors news
Elections for 2005 officers of the Rosedale Neighborhood Association 

were held at the June meeting at Kayak’s, attended by over 30 persons, 
some attending for the first time, including two Washington University 
students.  Congratulations to newly elected president Katrina Stierholz 
and all the officers and members who attended this lively meeting.  
 Katrina Stierholz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President

 Arline Webb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice-President

 Paul Hohmann . . . . representing Washington & Westminster blocks

 Mary Ann Rudloff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer

 Lara Lennon-Doyle . . . . . . . . . . . at-large representative, Secretary

 Dan Schesch . . . . representing the Kingsbury & McPherson blocks

 Jeff Nathan . . . . . . .representing the Waterman & Pershing blocks
In addition to the election of officers, the annual Rosedale meeting 

also took up the issue of what to do with the approximately $3,000 
in the treasury.  It was decided that Rosedale would make a sizeable 
contribution to THE TIMES.  

Outgoing president Tim Schoemehl was thanked, and Arline Webb 
as vice president led a spirited discussion on the issue of keeping the 
sidewalk between Washington and Delmar accessible to all after the sale 
of the Rosedale Square Apts.  It was left to the new president to attend 
the upcoming housing corporation meeting and make that request.  In 
addition, the membership voted to ask the housing corporation to hold 
a community input meeting about its actions for the future.

After the election of officers, new president Katrina Stierholz made her 
first action the naming of  the 2005 “President’s Award” to thank Andy 
Cross for his efforts in the garden and throughout the neighborhood!

Following their election, the Rosedale officers organized a “Rags 
to Riches” food booth, which sold beaucoup bakery goods, hot dogs 
and brats from 8:00 a.m. through the end of the sale, which was very 
successful.
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2626 Woodson
(Our New Location)

426-5959

Our branch of Futon Express 
has been in the Loop for 14 
years, with the last 2 at the current 
location at 6254 Delmar, at the 
corner of Eastgate and Delmar.  
This store is part of a local chain 
with 5 other locations.

Besides futons, Futon Express 
sells platform beds, bean bag 
chairs, foof chairs, dressers, 
nightstands, coffee tables, and 
bunkbeds, as well as mattresses, 
covers, and parts.  Mattresses are 
custom made for the company 
by one supplier, while 8 different 
suppliers are used for the futon 
lines.  Over 250 covers are available 

and current futon offerings are in 
the 40 range.  The company 
expects to add barstools and other 
furnishings to its current line in the 
future.

The store on Delmar boasts the 
broadest customer base, serving 
students and non-students alike 
for uses that go beyond primary 
homes and apartments to vacation 
homes and offices.  The customer 
diversity is seen by management 
as the primary advantage of the 
Delmar location, with parking 
being the only downside.  Hours 
are 11 - 8 M - F; 11 - 7 Sat; & 12 
- 6 Sunday, 721-1948.

St. Roch School
6040 Waterman Blvd.  •  St. Louis, Mo  63112  •  721-2595

www.strochparish.com  •  gloriao@strochschool.org
Accredited by the Missouri Chapter of the National Federation of Nonpublic Schools

Pre-School for Ages 3,4, and 5 year olds  •  Full/Half Day 
Full Day Kindergarten to Grade 8

Challenging Academic Curriculum 
Classical Literature Program Grades 4 - 8 
Pre-Algebra & Algebra Program Grades 7 - 8
Accelerated Math Program Grades 1 - 8 
Fine Arts Program (Music, Art, P.E.) 
Junior High Science Lab
Technology Program Grades Kg. - 8 
Microsoft Software Programs 
Smartboard Screens
After School Band Grades 4 - 8 
Morning Care and After School Care

Katie Kurtz
Broker-Salesperson 
Life Member Million Dollar Club

314 725-5100 Office
314 721-5006 Fax
314 721-1777 x 454 VM

124 North Gay Avenue 
Clayton, Missouri  63105

SDCC again sponsored “National Night Out” with live 
entertainment, food and drink, and lots of camaraderie.

Andy Cross 
Cooks, too!  
Everyone enjoyed 
National Night 
Out.

Business Profile
By Norbert Hart

FUTon eXPReSS

Stephen A. Brammeier, DVM
Kim Lynch, DVM

Loop TIF
By Jo Ann Vatcha

By 2005 year-end, if the City’s 
TIF Commission concurs, the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere Neighbor-
hood’s two aldermen, Lyda 
Krewson of Ward 28 and Frank 
Williamson of Ward 26, will 
introduce legislation to create a 
“TIF” (Tax Increment Financing 
District) basically spanning Delmar 
from the City Limits to DeBali-
viere.  The district will coincide 
with the boundaries of the Delmar 
Link Redevelopment Area, 
implemented over a decade ago 
through the efforts of the Delmar 
Commercial Committee and then-
aldermen Dan McGuire and Irving 
Clay.  The redevelopment ordin-
ance has helped entrepreneurs 
Joe Edwards and others develop 
the Pageant, the Regional Arts 
Commission building, the head-
quarters of St. Louis Design 
Alliance, and much more. 

However, some developments 
need financing beyond what is 
possible at a conventional level.  The 
RAC building, for example, needed 
bonds, made possible through a 
Community Improve-ment District 
created for that project.  Another 
shared need, expensive to produce, 
is parking.  Creating a TIF district 
could provide private projects the 
ability to borrow additional funding 
based on the expectation of future 
tax revenues.  In addition, public 

projects like parking, streetscape 
improvements and property acqui-
sition can be implemented, after 
approval by a new entity, called  
Loop TIF, Inc.  Loop TIF, Inc. 
will be governed by a Board of 
Directors with representation from 
the Delmar Commercial Commit-
tee of the Skinker-DeBaliviere 
Community Council, the East 
Loop/Parkview Gardens Business 
District, and representatives of  
both the 28th and 26th ward 
neighborhoods. 

Projections indicate as much 
as $10 Million will be generated 
for the City from increased 
sales tax generated by the new 
retail businesses, utility taxes, 
payroll taxes and earnings 
taxes.  Projects like a hotel, retail 
developments, and condominiums 
on yet-undeveloped land like 
5819 Delmar near Goodfellow, 
will be possible with TIF financing, 
which eliminates the need for tax 
abatement and reduces the need 
for public subsidies.  With reduced 
government funding available to 
cities, creative financing is critical;  
with thoughtful structuring, our 
goals can be met and important 
redevelopment of city neighbor-
hoods like ours can not only 
continue, but thrive.



Skinker DeBaliviere Communi-
ty Housing Corporation has sold 
Rosedale Square Apartments 
to Rosedale Development, LLC 
which is a partnership of Saaman 
Development LLC and Rothschild 
Allen LLC.  SDCHC is a non-
profit developer who has owned 
the Rosedale Square Apartments 
for the last sixteen years.

The sale and development 
is in two phases with half of 
the 12 buildings in each phase.   
Rosedale Development hopes 
to begin construction in about 
three months on the first phase 
which includes the units at 6101, 
6109, 6115, 6120 & 6126 
Washington and 541 Rosedale.  
The redevelopment design is not 
finished, but at this time there 
will be: Full rehab of each unit.  
New roofs and tuckpointing of 
the buildings.  New parking lots 
and landscaping.  Twenty of the 
current sixty-eight units will be 
combined into large two-bedroom, 
two-bath units leaving the unit 
total at 58 units.

A neighbor to the apartment 
complex; Kiki Chavez said, “I’m 
thrilled about this development 
of Rosedale apartments into 
condominiums and look forward 
to the new home owners.”

SDCHC has owned Rosedale 
Sq. Apartments since 1989 and 
over the years has rehabbed, 
refurbished and made significant 
capital improvements to the 
buildings and property.  Last 
sum-mer (2004) when working 
on a Strategic Plan for Rosedale 
Square Apartments, as to what 
work had to be done next on 
these almost 100-year-old build-
ings, it was found that the amount 
of capital improvements needed 
would cost more than the rents 
could support.  The Housing Corp 
decided that the best thing that 
could be done for the property 
and the neighborhood was to sell 
it for redevelopment as condo-
miniums or town-homes and an 
RRP was sent out October 2004.  
The Proposals were reviewed, 
two of the potential developers 
were interviewed and Saaman/ 
Rothschild was selected.

Gary Boehnke, SDCHC’s 
Executive Director said, “We expect 
that this redevelopment will be of 

high quality and a great addition 
to the neighborhood.  One of the 
most exciting things for me with 
this project was to have a past 
Rosedale Sq. tenant call and ask if 
they could buy a unit now.  I had 
to tell them, ‘no, but if they would 
send me a letter of interest I would 
forward it on to the new owner 
and developer.’  This past tenant 

did send a letter and it was past on 
to the developer.  So the first unit 
of the new condominium complex 
may already be sold!”

Saaman & Rothschild Develop-
ment Companies have history of 
doing high quality developments in 
the City and St. Louis Metro area.  
They have an intimate knowledge 
of St. Louis neighborhoods and 
extensive experience with for-
sale condominiums through 
historic rehabilitations and new 
construction.  Saaman Develop-
ment LLC has done projects like 
Clayton Gardens Condominiums, 
Gas Light Square and the Villas of 
Clayton Gardens.  Rothschild has 
Maryland Plaza and 14th & Pine 
condominiums projects.

The Housing Corp expects to 
have 1.2 million dollars from the 
sale after debts and other expenses 
have been paid.  SDCHC will put 
these funds into a trust account 
to help cover its annual operating 
costs and future projects in the 
community. 

With housing resale being 
strong in the Skinker DeBaliviere 
neighborhood these new condo-
minium units will provide a 
more affordable means of home 
ownership in the neighborhood.

SDCHC is a nonprofit devel-
oper working in the Skinker 
DeBaliviere community since 
1988.  Encouraging: owner occu-
pancy, commercial development 
that will improve and benefit the 
community and working to improve 
the housing stock in the Skinker 
DeBaliviere neighbor-hood.  The 
SDCHC Mission Statement: 
To be the buyer/ developer of 
necessity; empower-ing strong 
development and homeownership, 
with the goal of improving the 
character, heritage and quality of the 
Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood 
and community.
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Soccer Day in Lucier Park
By Maggie Peters

On Saturday, May 21, neighbors, local school children, parents and 
grandparents celebrated an afternoon of soccer fun at Lucier Park to 
celebrate the newly improved soccer field.  Beautiful regulation goals 
and nets have been installed in Lucier Park, the field was resized and 
chalked, and new shrubs and plants are blossoming.  Soccer Day started 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony, relays, and soccer games.  Kids won 
prizes, and everybody in attendance enjoyed free food and drinks.  Over 
95 hot dogs were served!

Soccer Day was sponsored by Skinker-DeBaliviere Community 
Council, St. Roch School, and Crossroads School.  The event was 
organized by Ligaya Figueras.  Goals were donated by QuikGoal through 
a generous grant from the US Soccer Foundation.  Field upgrades were 
provided by the City of St. Louis Department of Parks, Recreation & 
Forestry, and prizes were donated by Joe Clarke Soccer Camps and 
Soccer Master.

SDCHC Sells Rosedale Square Apartments 
For Redevelopment as Condominiums
By Gary Boehnke
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Tree down 
on Rosedale 
August 
13 after a 
storm.



You know, although it’s only 
fall, I feel a bit under the gun. 
We would-be writers vary in 
lots of ways, but we are always 
procrastinators. In fact, I originally 
planned to write about this 
problem some months ago. I really 
meant to! You see, I’m already 
anticipating writing my column 
for the April issue of The Times 
of Skinker-DeBaliviere. Veteran 
readers (that’s a euphemism for 
“old people”) will remember that 
this is the issue for which I write 
a phoney, outlandish story in an 
attempt to fool the neighborhood 
denizens (that’s you).

Years ago, perhaps my 
penultimate favorite, I wrote 
about parking being banned on 
all local streets. Yep, believe it or 
not, someone believed it. No not; 
they did. Then I wrote about an 
amusement park being built in 
Kingsbury Square, complete with 
a giant Ferris wheel. I mean, how 
outlandish is that? But yep, some 
fell for that one too. I am not, as 
Dave Barry would say, making 
this up. Well, I am making this up, 

but I’m not making that up. You 
know what I mean. 

My all-time favorite, though, 
was when I wrote about Skinker 
Avenue being closed. I mean, 
here’s the major north-south 
thoroughfare from Kingshighway 
to Lindbergh, and people really 
thought it would be closed! To 
be fair, photographer/artist King 
Schoenfeld did some camera 
artistry, so the article had a 
photo, and it really looked like 
the street would close. But still, 
can you believe that people, a 
lot of them, believed it? Our 
alderman got several calls about 
this from outraged residents. He, 
not knowing what was going on 
(shame, he hadn’t read his issue!) 
called the City street department 
to object, and was told that “Yes, 
there was a contingency plan for 
this, but nothing has happened 
yet.” Go figure.

Here it is just fall and I’m 
dreading writing what is usually 
my favorite column. “Why, 
Hawkeye?” you wonder as you 
peer over you cup of morning 
java. It’s simple. There is no way 
that I can write anything that 
will be more foolish than reality. 
That’s always a bit the case, but 
it’s big time now.

All we need to do is look a bit 
south at the Metro expansion. 
How can we describe it? Try 
behind schedule and over budget. 
Other than that, everything is fine. 
And then there was the planned 
minor closing of Skinker (honest, 
I didn’t make it up!) for, what, five 
days? I lost track of the time that 
the street was closed, but it was 
two weekends, maybe three. (An 
internal source tells me that the 
street was actually finished much 
earlier, but they had to tear it 
up and start over. Really. I mean 

really!) 
Writing something about Metro 

for the April Fool’s issue would 
be easy, too easy. But what is 
the likelihood that I’d write it and 
then, three months later, it would 
be true!?! Gasp. So I already 
know that I need to leave Metro 
alone. I know, once it’s over, we’ll 
be glad; that’s how I feel about 
adolescence.

Then I look east, to Busch 
Stadium. Wow, where to start 
on that one? Can you envision 
me writing an April Fool’s article 
a couple of years ago that said 
something like “Busch Stadium is 
in fine shape and muchly-revered, 
but it has a problem. You see, 
the owners could make more 
money from a new stadium, one 
with luxury boxes, so they are 
going to tear it down and build 
a new one”? I’d end with “April 
Fool’s, gotcha!” and you’d have 
rolled your eyes and said, “That 
Hawkeye, he’s really something. 
Where in the world does he get 
these crazy ideas? Who would 
want to do that and why would we 
support it?”

Of course, here we are, a few 
short years later, and guess what? 
Yep, that perfectly good stadium is 
being razed so that the owners can 
have a new one and make more 
money. To be fair, we are paying 
less tax money than they initially 
wanted, but to be even more fair, 
we’re paying way more than if it 
wasn’t being built. It ain’t free to 
you and me. And let me make 
one really, really safe prediction: 
In the year 2035 or thereabouts, 
the then-owners of the Cardinals 
will need a new stadium. They’ll 
threaten to move, by then to 
Panama City or Honolulu or 
Guilin. (The stadium retro design 
will be out, so they’ll probably 
want something modern, perhaps 
a circular shape that reflects the 
arch in the roof design.) 

Sorry, I flitted and veered there 
a sec. Anyway, my point is that I 
can’t predict something like the 
perfectly good Busch Stadium 
being torn down and a new one 

built as an April Fool’s joke. OK, 
so then I’d write something, as 
long as I’m on this sports path, 
about the Cardinals leaving KMOX 
radio for some obscure station 
with a signal that barely reaches 
Hanley Road. “April Fool’s,” I’d 
end it, and you’d groan and say, 
“Hawkeye, what a clever fellow 
he is. Such wild ideas!”

But if I wanted to be a bit 
less City-centric, I might write 
something about our esteemed 
president, George W. Bush. Now 
let me see, what could I say 
about him that would serve as a 
good April Fool’s joke? Five years 
ago I might have said that he 
was elected president and you’d 
have responded, wisely, “Nope. 
Given his background, speaking 
skills, and intelligence, no way, 
Hawkeye.” Thanks to Katherine 
Harris and the Supremes, though, 
that’s water under, over, and 
through the damn. 

I’ve got it! Imagine me suggesting 
that the most powerful person 
in the world, the person who 
has, after all, a degree from Yale 
and an MBA, to boot, believes 
in Intelligent Design. Yep, that’s 
right, I’d tell you that our president, 
the man in whose hands we place 
the future of our country, the free 
world, and our planet, doesn’t 
believe in evolution. He’s willing 
to ignore Darwin’s theory and 
disagree with all the  scientists 
whose IQ scores are higher than 
their body temperatures. “No,” 
you’d say, “that can’t be true. 
Even W. is smarter than that! 
You didn’t fool me on this one, 
Hawkeye.” Alas.

So you can see my dilemma, 
dear reader. April is some months 
away but it’s clear that if I’m going 
to fool you, I have to have to 
really stretch to say something so 
ridiculous and foolish that it hasn’t 
already happened.  That’s getting 
harder and harder. Hey, I wonder 
what’s going on with these days 
with Michael Jackson?
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IN YOUR EAR
by Hawkeye Z. Hoerr 

Trolley installation at Commerce Bank.


