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Reconstructing Highway 40:

Deja Vu All Over Again?
by Lana Stein

On
January
12, I attended a forum
on the reconstruction of Highway
40 at the Washington University
School of Law, sponsored by Rep.
Rachel Storch (D64). It was an
interesting evening that reminded
me too much perhaps of the Alito
hearings: So much was not said.
MODOT Project Director Lesley
Solinger Hoffarth and Deputy
Director Ron Morris gave the
general outline of the project. It
will deal with 40/I64 over 12
miles between Spoede Rd. and
Sarah Street.
Both city and
county will be affected. There will
be new entrances and exits and all
bridges need to be replaced. An
additional lane in each direction
will be added between I-170 and
Spoede. Highway 40 may or may
not be closed during the construction.
Alternate routes will be
indicated but it will be tough for
everyone.
A team made up of a national
contractor and locals will be
selected to handle the reconstruction. They will use the “design/
build” concept. They’ll start building at one end while continuing to
redesign the route further along.
To learn more about this there is a
web site:
www.thenewi64.org.
Unfortunately, the web site
resembles a political infomercial as
it talks about such matters as
context-sensitive design. It does
have a lot of photos taken at the
zoo.
Funding of $535 million has
been in place since July. They will
start to buy property very soon
and are locating utilities. They see
the need to coordinate with the
community.
They want to
minimize disruption to their
“customers,” i,e., motorists.
The workforce on this project
will be 14% disadvantaged
enterprises. They have a working
group to address workforce
development and training of
disadvantaged individuals.
Their plan to handle traffic will
be put together with all stakeholders: city, county municipalities, businesses. They will communicate the best routes on a daily basis.
A representative from Metro
indicated that the Forest Park
Parkway will be open by spring.
A number of neighbors and
regular Hwy. 40 users expressed
concerns about the design and the
possible highway closing. One
Parkview neighbor asked if
different teams would handle
different sections of the highway
as Metro had on the parkway and
extension, since that had worked

so well. “No” was the reply.
As was the case with the
Metrolink expansion, no one
mentioned the noise and dirt and
shaking caused by this type of
construction. Immediate neighbors, beware.
When asked about whether a
freeway had been closed for such
construction
elsewhere,
the
MODOT representatives said yes.
However, the only example they
were able to give was near
Indianapolis.
We in Skinker
DeBaliviere have accommodated
ourselves to both construction and
closure.
Highway 40 handles
178,000 cars a day. Contemplate
the magnitude of its closure.
Entrances and exits can be
made safer. But will this extensive
effort ease congestion? Traffic
engineers will say yes. Many social
scientists will say no. Congestion
reappears with equal virulence
within one year after construction.
If you ever visit Atlanta, check out
the I85/I75 intersection, spaghetti
junction. Georgia constructed that
section for over 20 years. The
only place I know of where
congestion has eased is in Detroit
but there it is due to substantial
population and business outmigration.
The forum was certainly a good
idea and I hope there are more of
them but only when MODOT
gives hard answers about their
major construction. We are not
customers or stakeholders; we are
citizens who use 40 to get to work,
to shop, to visit friends. We will be
inconvenienced no matter what.
Those proximate to the highway
will be affected more. Perhaps
there should have been citizen
input much earlier on. A good
example is the Bellevue access,
which is crucial to St. Mary’s
Hospital.
After the forum,
MODOT announced that their
previous plan to eliminate the
Bellevue
access
had
been
overturned and that the Bellevue
access ramps will be part of the
revised plan. It was community
protest and the effective intervention of Richmond Heights that
kept Bellevue in the plan. It will be
important to keep up the pressure
to make sure MODOT does not
close the highway and therefore
severely limit access to the city.
Metro has been plagued by
significant delays and cost
overages. What is MODOT doing
to prevent this? We are having a
city renaissance – new housing
everywhere, the loft district etc.
What will be the effect of this
highway project on the beautiful
but fragile progress we have
made?

FREE
Independent and all volunteer-run since 1970

1st Police Community Partnership Awards
to be Presented February 22
The
7th
Police
District
Community Partnership will hold
its very first annual recognition
luncheon on February 22, 2006,
at the Pageant in the Loop.
“Officer of the Month” awards will
be made, and an “Officer of the
Year.” A hot buffet will be served
at a very reasonable $15 ticket
price. Tables of 10 are available
for $150. Radio personality Ed
Goodman will MC the luncheon,
and Joe Edwards will be one of the
speakers. Pageant partner Pat
Hagin, serves as president of this
new organization, formed in order
to promote and recruit businesses
into the area. The organization
conducts programs to build morale
among
police
officers
by
demonstrating the cooperation
and appreciation of the businesses
and residents served by the police.

It was included, along with six
other neighborhood groups, at the
launch of an E-Bay concern poster
auction last fall. 7th District Police
Captain Jim Moran has worked
closely with Pageant founders Joe
Edwards and Pat Hagin, to build
the business/police cooperation
that makes police officers feel
appreciated and supported and
makes the businesses and
neighborhood safe.
The luncheon will be the
organization’s first time in the 7th
District and offers businesses and
residents the opportunity to honor
and give recognition to those who
make the community safer. For
tickets or more information, call
Mark Jaffe at 367-5650 or
Community Relations Officer Tim
Kehm at 444-0047.

MLK Commemoration Moves to February 12
The annual Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration will be held on
February 12, 2006,at 3:00 pm at Grace and Peace
Church on Delmar at Clara. Pastor Kurt Lutjens is
opening his church to this event. Groups of children
from Bethel School, Grace and Peace, Hamilton, and
St. Roch will present readings and skits. The choirs
from Grace and Peace and New Cote Brilliante
Church of God will perform. The theme will center around youth
who had been involved in the Civil Rights Movement or youth
affected by the dream.
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Everyone is welcome to attend. If you have questions, please call
862-5122.

Forum on Medicare D to be Held March 7
Medicare D is the new prescription drug part of Medicare
enacted by Congress last year. It is optional and a large
number of providers are available. The last day to sign up for
Medicare D is May 16.
Because of the confusion surrounding this program, a forum
will be held at St. Roch on March 7 at 7 pm. Part D will be
explained and everyone will be able to ask questions. The
plans available for purchase in the St. Louis area will also be
explained.
If you receive Medicare or are soon to receive Medicare, this
forum will help you decide whether to participate in Part D or
how to participate.

Celebrate Love In The Loop
Enjoy a romantic Valentine’s Day dinner with
specials at the following Loop restaurants
and receive a red rose as a bonus!
Blueberry Hill, 727-0880; Chinese Noodle Cafe,
725-9889; and Cicero's, 862-0009.
In addition, the Tivoli Theatre is offering discounted
tickets, and the following shops have a 10% discount to Valentine's
Day Customers: Big Shark Athletic Co., 862-1818; Blooms in the
Loop, 725-8080; Componene Gallery, 727-1181; Craft Alliance,
725-1177; Diversity Gallery, 721-3361; Fifi's, 773-2234;
Subterranean Books, 862-6100; and Zuma Beach Beads, 862-3345.
Big V's Burger Joint has a special "Burger Box of Love" for $12.50.
Call 727-8000 for more details or go to www.VisitTheLoop.com.
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By Lana Stein

Upcoming Events Calendar

My writing today represents a little pique that is probably mine
alone. Politics is an essential part of our lives. It determines
highway routes, spending for education and health care, and
electronic eavesdropping. Yet, it seems that many disdain politics
and pay little attention to it. Even my secretary thinks politicians are
all crooks. Certainly the Abramoff matter will not dissuade her.

Sunday, February 11, 2006: McPherson Community Gardeners
Meeting, 10 am, 6008 Kingsbury. For more information, call Andy
Cross, 721-6060.
Sunday, February 12, 2006: SDCC Martin Luther King Day
Celebration, Grace and Peace Church, 3:00 p.m. For more
information, call SDCC, 862-5122.
Monday, February 13, and March 13, 2006: Skinker-DeBaliviere
Community Council Meetings, 7:00 p.m., 6008 Kingsbury.
Wednesday, February 1 and February 15, and March 1 and March 15,
2006:, Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Housing Corporation
Meetings, 6:00 p.m., 6008 Kingsbury.

Yet, politicians are human beings just like us who look out for their
own selfinterest as we all do. It seems that scandals, usually
involving influence and money, take place in many nations with
different types of government. We need to get beyond the
corruption to see how politics affects us and what we can do about
it. We have officeholders and former officeholders in the
neighborhood who have served Skinker DeBalkiviere well. New and
renovated housing was made possible by politicians. And,
politicians helped to clear the way for the building of the East Loop.
What bothers me the most is that many people, including my own
political science students, don’t draw the connections between
political actions and personal results. In this part of the world,
elected officials are remarkably accessible. You can find out what’s
going on; you can have some say. Local issues are comprehensible.
National issues require greater effort. Is surveillance without judicial
warrant justified to prevent acts of terrorism? What is “settled law?”
It’s time people looked beyond a tax cut or a change in service to
ask what’s really going on? Barely half of registered voters
participate in presidential elections. Is this a good thing?
I certainly don’t have all the answers about all the issues. I try to
keep learning and comprehending. And I continue to find politics
fascinating as I have since my father told me Stevenson was better
than Ike. He then had me watch Meet the Press with him every
Sunday. I don’t want to be an anomoly. In Skinker DeBaliviere,
with its long political history, I won’t be. But, what about the rest?

Other Events of Interest
2/4: Kwame Anthony Appiah of Princeton University to speak at
Missouri Historical Society on “Identity in Conflict.” Reservations
required. Call 361-9017.
2/10: Regional Arts Commission Opening Reception for a new
exhibit called Modu-lum-ature, an architectural exhibit exploring how
to divide space and non-permanently. The free reception is from
5:30-7:30 p.m. on Friday, February 10 at the gallery, 6128 Delmar.
Parking available in the lot behind the Pageant. Call 863-5811 for
more information.
2/12-5/7: The History Museum in Forest Park presents “First Ladies:
Political Role & Public Image”
2/14: “Love in the Loop” when participating Delmar Loop
restaurants offer a 10% discount and a rose for those who make
dinner reservations in advance.
Now-3/26: At the Millstone Gallery at COCA: Tom Huck: Social
Commentary in Black and White
2/17: Auction at COCA. Remarkable Prints from 20 nationally
known print artists. 7-10pm. For more information, contact Ericka
Zoll at 725-1834, x154.
2/19-5/14: Impressionist Camera: Pictorial Photography in Europe,
1888-1918. At the Saint Louis Art Museum.

Metro Arts in Transit is Seeking 2D Proposals
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Metro Arts in Transit (AIT) is currently seeking two-dimensional (2D)
photographically derived, temporary public art. Commissioned works
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environment.
This project is open to artists within 100 miles of St. Louis, MO.
The artist's stipend will be $1,000 per commissioned image. The
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Thanks to Benefactors of the Times
Our newspaper has again
benefited from the generosity of
our neighbors. Rosedale Neighbors Assn. contributed $600 to
the Times, in effect paying for the
typesetting and printing of one
issue. Thanks so much.
Below are listed the individual
residents who sent contributions to
the Times during our end-of-year
appeal. We thank every one of
them. We received $1,441.
If you have not contributed and
wish to do so, please send your
check to the Times at 6168
Westminster, 63112.
Your
generosity is always welcome.

Contributors 2005
Katie and Andy Abbott
Jennifer Barton
Rick and Joan Bender
John and Carol Cary
Ken Cohen and Margie Brammeier
Andy and Linda Cross
Roberta Dearing
Hannah Draper
Joe Edwards
Gale and James Fitzpatrick
Jack and Gerry Flynn
Jim and Sue Gamble

David Garin
Fred and Judith Giraud
David and Mary Hart
Dr. Mary Harvey
Dee and Gary Hayes
Nathaniel Johnson
Lyda Krewson
Rich and Venita Lake
Kim Lutjens
Robert and Maggie Hart Mahon
Kim Margolis
Gerald and Karen McClure
Pat McLafferty
Marlene Mestres
Bob and Betty Newsham
Sara Newton
Marvin and Linda Nodiff
Josh and Victoria Peck
Donald Posegate
Rich and Nancy Rice
Peter and Mary Schmit
Vince and Lois Schoemehl
Lana Stein
William Taylor
Michelle Thomas and Jay Bricker
Gary and Glenda Underwood
Neville and Jo Ann Vatcha
Don Walker
Mary Watkins
Brad and Marj Weir
Steve and Phyllis Wheeler
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News of Neighbors
By Jo Ann Vatcha

Congratulations to happy
grandparents Rich and Venita
Lake of the 5800 block of
Waterman. Reese Osgood Smith
was born on November 3, 7 lbs.,
10 oz. Reese and big Sister
Georgia live with their proud
parents, Melissa and Marc Smith,
in Washington, D.C.

Another longtime neighborhood family is mourning, as
Charles Fleener of the 6300
block of Waterman in Parkview
passed away suddenly while out of
town. Dr. Fleener was a history
professor at St. Louis University
for 39 years. Our condolences to
his wife Mary and their children.

All our best wishes go out to
Laure Porterfield, Executive
Dir-ector
of
the
SkinkerDeBaliviere Community Council,
who has been battling a variety of
ailments. She has been in St.
Mary’s Rehab. Her hard-working
assistant Juanita Wood has
recently been sidelined by surgery
as well. We hope all is going well
for both Laure and Juanita.

Welcome to new neighbors on
the 5900 block of DeGiverville,
Carrie Keller and Chakib
Mouslim. We’ve noticed that the
holiday lull in house sales seems to
be over, as there are fewer and
fewer for sale signs lingering in the
neighborhood. One new sign is
promising, though, as the “Forest
Park Condominiums,” formerly
Rosedale Square, has dumpsters
and signs of construction.
Reminds me of our old SkinkerDeBaliviere Neighborhood poster,
still on view at the SDCC office,
which advertised, “We’re Close!”
to highlight our ambiance and
location at once. Still true!

Marj Weir of the 6100 block
of Westminster is successfully
recuperating
from
hip
replacement surgery. Her right
has been fixed and her left is
scheduled soon. She joins our coeditor Lana Stein in having
titanium
parts
necessitating
individual searches every time an
airport is visited.

Housing Corporation Update
By Gary Boehnke

In December, 2005, work
began on the model units for the
new condominiums at Rosedale
and Washington. SDCHC sold
the Rosedale Square Apartments
to Rosedale Development LLC
(Saaman/Rothschild partnership)
for
redevelopment
into
condominiums.
The sale and
conversion of the apartments to
condos meets our goals of;
substantially
improving
the
buildings and property, increasing
owner occupancy and decreasing
the density on the blocks.
In January, 2006, the SDCHC
Board of Directors appointed
Matthew Peters to the Board,
filling the vacancy when Chris
Manzo left the board. Matt lives
on the 5900 Block of DeGiverville
and is an accountant with
PricewaterhouseCoopers
LLP.
Matt lived in the Nina Place
condos and served on their Board
before he and his spouse bought
their first home on DeGiverville.
They have since completed a gut
rehab on another house, the same
block, before making that their
current home.
Other current board members
are: President - Joseph Keaveny,
Vice President - Richard Wilkes,
Secretary - Harriett Hubbard,
Sean
McGroarty,
Jennifer
Olmstead, Stephen Kramer, and
Karleen Hoerr.
Each SDCHC Board member
brings personal and professional
skills and training to the Board.
Board members also serve on our

Project Teams or Committees. In
addition to the Board members;
we also use volunteers from the
community to serve on the same
Teams or Committees. If you have
an interest in possibly working
with one of our Teams,
Committees or serving on the
Board; please contact Gary
Boehnke by letter 6008 Kingsbury
Blvd.
63112
or
email
gbsdchc@sbcglobal.net
Last summer the Housing Corp
was approached by Central West
End Dog Parks Association asking
if we would be open to letting
them lease our lots on Des Peres
(520-532) for a Dog Park in the
Skinker
DeBaliviere
neighborhood. CWEDP had been
at
a
Skinker
DeBaliviere
Community Council meeting back
in 2004 letting the neighborhood
know that they were looking for a
location (at that time they were
looking at the lot on the northwest
corner of Pershing and Des Peres)
for a Dog Park in Skinker
DeBaliviere. We indicated our
openness to the use. The CWE
Dog Park Association is currently
working on many issues for a park
at that location (e.g. working
through St. Louis City Ordinance
for dog parks, funding), before
they make a final request for a
lease to SDCHC. If/As CWEDP
moves forward there will be a
public meeting to inform and
discuss any issues with the
neighbors.

Another successful police and
firefighters’ holiday lunch buffet
was held on December 15, 2005.
Longtime SDCC board member
Ruth Johnson and her
committee handled the many
volunteer food contributions, as
well as greeting and welcoming all
the law enforcement and fire
department personnel who come
each year to the holiday meal.
This “Thank you” is sponsored
each year by SDCC.
We are sorry to learn that
Dorothy Santen, wife of Art
Santen, of the 6100 block of
McPherson, passed away. The
Santens have been mainstays of
the Skinker-DeBaliviere Neighborhood for the past four decades,
and while Art delivered the TIMES
and
organized
Halloween,
“Dottie,” as she was known,
served St. Roch Church. Our
sympathy to Art and their
children.

News from Berlin – where our
neighbors from the 6000 block of
Westminster are staying this year.
Nicole Blumner and Warren
Rosenblum and daughter Eve
are having an interesting and
educational year in Europe, and
urban planner Nicole writes that
she will have a report published by
the German Institute for Urban
Studies in the spring, comparing
what local governments are doing
to encourage temporary use of
vacant property.
Husband
Warren, a professor at Webster
University here in St. Louis when
he’s not on sabbatical, recently
made the Post-Dispatch, which
wrote of the innovative exhibit he
organized with students working
with staff at the Old Courthouse.
The exhibit on St. Louis-area
examples of the loss of civil
liberties is on display at the Old
Courthouse.
Your news is important to your
neighbors. Call 726-6974 or email me at jvatcha@peoplepc.com
to let us know what’s happening.

Welcome to
McPherson
Place!
Yes, beautiful new construction is
available in the Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood! The 5700 block of
McPherson is home to a new community with a mixture of quality
new and renovated homes, blending historical and contemporary.
Visit our display home at 5743 McPherson.
Open every Sunday from 1:00 - 3:00!
Presented by
Clayton
8069 Clayton Road • St. Louis, MO 63117 • 314-862-7500
Starting at $339,900

Don Posegate
314-504-4487

Herb Mullins
314-706-4692

Rachel Boxdorfer
314-419-8989
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McPherson Place
By Jo Ann Vatcha
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On the eastern side of the
Skinker DeBaliviere Neighborhood is a brand-new development
of new single-family homes,
developed by Mark Jaffe, who has
already completed six homes,
with plans for a total of 25 new
homes on the long-neglected
5700 block of McPherson. Mark
Jaffe has worked with his father
Martin to build and sell all the
available property in Kingsbury
Square,
directly
adjacent
to
McPherson Place.
The Jaffes have
also built a new
subdivision north of
Delmar,
Maple
Acres, which has
also been very
successful.
The streetscape
of new homes on
McPherson Place
has been energized
by the rehab of
other buildings on
that
block,
producing
an
interesting mix of
historical
and
contemporary
architecture.
Rehabber
and
longtime neighborhood
residents
Kelly and Kasia Stockie converted
one four-family building into a
single-family
home
and
subsequently moved their family
there. Kelly is working on plans
for other rehabs.
All the McPherson Place
homes are over 2000 square feet
with two-stories, brick front facades and many other features of
the historic architecture nearby.
There are detached two-car
garages and 2 luxurious baths,
hardwood floors, and 3 bedrooms. They start at $339,000,
with many options available.
Mark Jaffe said that, interestingly, “4 out of 5 buyers come
from the neighborhood.” Many
are condo owners who want more
space, but who love the area near
MetroLink, midway between
Washington University and the
medical school, Forest Park,

Missouri History Museum just out
the front door, and of course the
expanded Loop for restaurants
and shopping.
25 years ago, when Pantheon
Corporation began developing
DeBaliviere Place and Kingsbury
Square, the 5700 block of
McPherson was something of a
border between the largely commercial property (think car lot!)
west of DeBaliviere which was

SDCC Board Meeting, December 12, 2005
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
MINUTES
FINANCIAL REPORT
* Bob Mahon reported that the November
2005 financial statements were in order and
that he would be available to answer any
questions. Motion made and seconded to
approve financial statements; motion passed.
* Bob presented FY2006 Proposed
* Discussion regarding the budget followed:
o Extra one time expense of $500 for salary
was offset by Washington University designated
o Question regarding the Friends Campaign why $200 shown in 2005? Response: we did
not conduct a Friends Campaign for 2005.
o Pulaski is purchasing Central West End Bank
and we should approach them after the
changeover occurs; for now we’ll take out the
$500 contribution until we talk to them.
o What is the $600 expense for the
McPherson Community Garden? Response:
that it was for water and sewer costs for the
garden. In the FY06 budget, it should be offset
by rev. acct.
o Motion was made & seconded to accept the
Proposed FY2006 budget as submitted with
the additional of an income account for the
McPherson Garden revenues to offset the
$600 expense; motion seconded and passed.
* Friends Campaign - Andy Cross reported that
o He and Linda (his wife) have drafted a letter
to the neighbors/businesses soliciting

contributions to the Friends Campaign.
o Note cards will be sent to persons
contributing $100 or more as a way of saying
thanks for the contribution.
o Letters are expected to go out within the
next week or so.
o Dan extended a special thanks to Andy &
Linda for starting the Friends Campaign.
SECURITY. Police Update:
* Sgt. Habermaas presented the police update.
He distributed copies of the call summary for
the last 30 days
* Reported criminal activates have included:
o 4 burglaries, 15 auto thefts, 5 tampering
with auto
o Significant arrest at Delmar ML station: 2
males arrested for robberies at ML station;
arrested near 1200 block of Hodiamont
o Gang graffiti at Laurel overpass - possibly
tied to Pershing & Kensington gangs; gangs
have been seen congregating at the cul-de-sac
at DeGiverville & DeBaliviere; a group selling
drugs at 5696 Kingsbury have been evicted.
o Questions raised - how many police officers
are on the SD streets? The Sgt. reported there
are 3 cars, 1 cruiser and 6 officers.
o 5769 Pershing - a vehicle (Dodge Shadow)
was reported to be parked on the wrong side
of the street, has been there for a while.
o Nina Place - blue car with flat tire, has been
parked for 2 months on east side of street
o 5900 DeGiverville - car repairs are causing
traffic backlog on bridge & possible other

being rebuilt as Kingsbury Square
and the residential blocks which
many feared would be demolished
in the process. Partly as a result,
this block of McPherson, behind
the CWE Bank, did not see the
rehab of nearby blocks which
remained stable and owner-occupied. Crime was another problem
which has been overcome. But
some properties on that block
declined to the point of no return.
Fast-forward to 2006 and see
the newly revitalized block with
homeowners and a new vitality.
Jaffe’s “McPherson Place” is
represented by realtors Don
Posegate, who lives in Kingsbury
Square; Rachael Boxdorfer, of
Skinker-DeBaliviere; and Herb
Mullins, of the Central West End.
The display home at 5743
McPherson is open on Sundays
from 1 to 3.

activities could be involved.
ALDERMANIC REPORT. Alderwoman Krewson:
* She has talked to Rothschild, he will not do
legal easement, indicated that he has no plans
to close off walkway but does intend to build
out parking area
* Pedestrian Bridge - Lyda talked to Adella
Jones at Metro regarding the status of when
the parkway will reopen, was not provided a
definitive date and has sent a written request to
get official update.
* TIFs are continuing to move forward; Board
bills expected to be passed this Friday
* 58 or 60 receptacle are no in at tree base of
trees along Delmar
* Fence - Metro still has this as an open item
* Lyda reminded that she could be called
regarding abandoned cars and she can work to
have them removed
* Street lights - 2 blocks are out, Lyda will
report but also said residents should call 6473111 (Street Department) to report street light,
not alley light outages
* Dan Schesch gave Lyda a picture of the
pedestrian walkway
Chris Howard, the NSO commented that
* He can also be called for abandoned calls
* Oftentimes the elderly homeowners need
social services and he can work to coordinate
those linkages that get them to the services
they require.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
* Steve Givens presented the following slate
recommended by the Nominating Committee:
President - Dan Schesch; Vice President - Liz
Johnson; Secretary - Alice Stanley; Treasurer Bob Mahon
* After slate was presented, Steve asked if
there were any nominations from the floor;
there were none. Slate will be voted on at
January 2006 meeting.
Committee/Neighborhood Reports
Wintermarkt
* Andy & Katrina reported that Wintermarkt
had the largest turnout - approximately 1,000
people attended
* 20 vendors, 4 singing groups
* Sold out of food early
* Very successful event and exceptional
volunteers
2006 RAC Grant Application
* Motion made to grant Katrina Stierholz
authorization to submit the RAC Grant after
the Executive Committee has reviewed and
concurred, Motion seconded; motion passed.
MLK Celebration
* Dan reported that Liz had not yet been able
to call a meeting
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. Dan Schesch:
* Juanita & Gary will purchase food for the
Police/Firefighters Holiday Open House on
Wednesday. Food donations are going well;
thus far 62 people have made donations.
* Council Office Renovations - forming an ad
hoc committee to review plans & determine
costs and facilitate & coordinate renovation
project.
* Bylaws - Maggie Hart has been asked to look

at by-laws and make recommendations in
terms of committee structure and membership
criteria.
* Lucier Park - a copy of the support letter is
included in the Board package, application was
submitted by the due date. If grant is awarded,
an ad hoc committee to be put in place to
work with soccer park group.
* Lucier Park - neighborhood input; Council
has not received any response for the
neighbors, a dozen of so letters were returned
by the Post Office; still need to figure out how
to connect Lucier Park waling/biking path to
Delmar.
* Greenway - Dan reported that the DesPeres
Connector is back. The Greenway Committee
will meet the end of January and are also
planning to meet with the neighborhood to go
over the actual plan.
* MetroLink is building a 10 1/2 foot wall
across DesPeres at Expressway; Catlin Track
did not request nor did SDCC; Dan is looking
for legal documents of legal suit; will monitor
situation and status of wall.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & HOUSING CORP.
Executive Director Report
* Dan reported that Laure is in hospital and
hopes to move to Rehab Facility later in week.
Housing Corporation. Gary reported:
* Minutes are in the Board package
* Discussed bring DSL into office and sharing
expenses between Council & Housing Corp.
Housing Corp. will bring in DSL and Council
could tie into it. Costs would be for wireless
cards - approximately$60 per card, installation
& configuration.
* Motion made to obtain wireless cards for
Laure & Juanita’s computers, seconded;
passed.
* Brief discussion followed: focus on
importance of having IT committee
reestablished.
* Dog Park discussion continued issues of
funding and neighborhood input.
OTHER BUSINESS
* Gene Hoefel will be alternate for Rev.
Harvey.
ADJOURNMENT
SDCC Board Meeting, November 14, 2005
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
PRES. ON LUCIER PARK IMPROVEMENTS
A presentation was made by Ann Lowell
representing a partnership between St. Roch’s
Church, Hamilton School, City of St. Louis
Parks Dept. and Crossroads School requesting
a preliminary letter of support for a grant
application for improvements to the Lucier
Park. Group is applying for a $100,000 grant
from the U.S. Soccer Foundation. Initial
application is due by December 1, 2005.
Improvements will primarily consist of installing
field lights and a turf field. Dan Schesch
distributed article from Post concerning
opposition to light in Gay Field (Clayton)
Questions
* Seating - none planned
* Maintenance - City will assume responsibility
for lights
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Community Gardens on Tour
By Andy Cross

Page 5

Lifestyles Cafe´
By Maggie Peters

Skinker DeBaliviere’s two
community gardens are resting
under the chill of winter now, but
their gardeners are making plans
for the next season. Fall bulbs
have been planted, canna bulbs
are lying dormant in the basement,
crazy tangled vines have dried and
thinned so they can be cleared
away. Next season, the weeds and
vines will compete to see which
can be more of a challenge for
gardeners to remove.
This was another great year for
both gardens, and the short winter
rest is well deserved. Earlier in the
year, both the Block Unit 1035
Community Garden and the
McPherson Community Garden
participated in a colorful Breakfast
Garden Tour, on June 4, 2005.
Gateway Greening, one of the
main sponsors of these and over
150 other St. Louis community
gardens, featured the block unit
1035 Garden and the McPherson
Garden on their Urban Garden
Tour on June 24, 2005. Three
other gardens were on the tour,
which concluded with a luncheon
and awards ceremony at the
Missouri Botanical Gardens.
Former
Skinker-DeBaliviere
resident Brian Christopher, now
“Father Brian,” said the prayer to
begin the awards luncheon. Dr.

Peter Raven, Director of the
Missouri Botanical Gardens,
welcomed and congratulated the
garden leaders.
This year, in the category of
Outstanding Raised Bed Awards,
David Burnes, of the Block Unit
1035 Garden, was a winner for
the second time. New neighbors
Melissa Enrique and Isabella Von
Rohr of the McPherson Garden
also won for Outstanding Raised
Bed. In the Established Garden
Awards, both gardens received
honorable mention.
A new
category recognized gardens that
show leadership and involvement
beyond their boundaries.
The
McPherson Garden was honored
to be one of five nominees for this
special award.
Another banner day for the
McPherson Garden took place on
June 27th when a national tour
stopped by for a visit. The Garden
Centers of America held its
Annual Convention in St. Louis
for the first time. Members from
all over the country gathered here
to visit many award-winning
garden locations. Congraulations
to all the gardeners in the SkinkerDeBaliviere Neighborhood. Your
dedication is a blessing to the
neighborhood.

* Turf - damaged areas can be replaced
* Who assumes responsibility for identifying
and correcting problems - City Parks Dept
* Graffiti - City Parks Dept, residents need to
advise when they see
* Use of field - could not be used for tackle
football, but could be used for other sports,
City will issue permits
* Opportunity for neighbors to comment - have
been spreading by word of mouth
* Hours of operation - park can stay open until
10pm but lights can go off earlier
Next steps for Partnership
* Requesting letter of support for project
* Drawings scheduled to be ready by Friday
* Crossroads will host meeting with residents
near park
* Identify who is using field now and solicit
input form current users
Motion made to support proposal and give
letter of support warmly endorsing application,
working with group to work out details with
understanding that Council support is not final
until we get neighborhood buy-in. Motion
seconded and passed.
MINUTES
FINANCIAL REPORT. Bob Mahon reported:
* He had with Peggy, they jointly reviewed the
October 2005 reports and everything in order
* Copies of the October 2005 financial report
were provided in the Board package. A
motion was made and seconded to accept the
September financial reports. Motion passed.
* Katrina S. inquired about the status of the
Friends Campaign and offered to work on it if
needed. Dan acknowledged that the Friends
Campaign was being reactivated and that
letters should be going out before the end of
the year
SECURITY. Police Update.
Sgt. Russo presented the police update. He
has recently been assigned to the southern end
of District.
* Reported criminal activates have included:
o 3 robberies, 1 attempted hold-up, 12
burglaries, 7 auto thefts, 4 tampering with auto
o Gang activity - notice groups in the 5800
block of DeGiverville at Laurel and at
DeBaliviere & Kingsbury (apartment building)
o Calls received to report suspicious persons,
suspicious persons in vehicles, minor assaults
o Home invasion in 6100 block of Washington
around 11:30 pm while residents were in
home and lights were all on, climbed fence and
took out basement sliding window; suspect
described as male on bike, car (Black Jeep
Cherokee) on Pageant parking lot waiting
* Officer Russo encouraged residents to call in
suspicious activity
* Alderman Williamson commended police on
drug bust in 5700 McPherson; emphasized
importance of calling to reports suspicious
activity, reminded that it takes time and it’s a
process but it works
* Encourage business district to join residents in
fighting crime
* Currently, a private security firm patrols
DeBaliviere Place and Delmar Business District
Security Committee. Dan Schesch reported.
* Youth Committee has been established.

Efforts underway to bring a Boys & Girls club
to area to offer structured activities to youth
* Reminded to report suspicious activities to
police
* Will have an info table at the WinterMarkt
* Dan Schesch passed pictures of streetlights
with a request from the Security Committee to
have all the light increased to a minimum of
150 watts; increase in cost would be funded
out of 1/2 cents sales tax; discussion followed
on the impact of residents with increased
brightness of lights shining into their homes
* Motion made to ask Alderpersons for 28th
and 26th wards to increase streetlights to 150
watts, seconded and passed
* Encourage residents to turn on porch lights
* Question raised - Is there anything that the
Council can do to help Herbert Hoover get
into neighborhood. Reply was that Mavis May,
Hamilton School and Liz Johnson, Herbert
Hoover Boys & Girls Club have been exploring
ways to have an offsite location housed at
Hamilton School
ALDERMANIC REPORT. Ald. Williamson:
* P provided an update on meeting regarding
the 5700 block of McPherson - problem
property has been addressed with drug bust
* Trying to pave some of the alley
* Graffiti - working with gang abatement unit
* Peoples Clinic will expand west to where
liquor store was
* He sits on Public Safety Board which is
current working on implementation of a
Civilian Review Board
* Discussed traffic concerns on Laurel between
Washington and Delmar - suggestions included
signage, speed limits, and stripping for lanes
CHRIS HOWARD - NSO: Reported that yard
waste pick-up continues thru 11/7/05, then
will switch to a monthly pickup through March
GREENWAYS. Dan Schesch reported:
* SDCC has been notified that DesPeres
connector is back (letter in Board Packet)
* 350 N. Skinker - restaurant no longer
interested in library, doesn’t have money to
address necessary modifications; Library is
interested in space but doesn’t have money to
pursue expansion, Dan Schesch would be
willing to meet with Washington University to
discuss space in terms of what neighborhood
would like to see it used for
* Motion made to give President Schesch
authority to write letter to St. Louis Public
Library encouraging the expansion of the
library into the vacant space with a copy to
Washington University, seconded and passed
TRANSPORTATION. Norb Hart reported:
* The proposed closing of Hwy 40 could result
in increased traffic coming through the SDCC
neighborhood
BEAUTIFICATION. Andy Cross reported:
* Metro Board has now formally approved the
Catlin Wall art project
* Gateway Greening donated pansies to
neighborhood and they have been planted in
the garden
* West County Journal ran an article on the
SDCC neighborhood
WEST ENDS ART COUNCIL - WINTERMARKT
Andy Cross and Katrina Stierholz reported

With each new storefront on
Delmar, I like to play a round of
the “What Is It?” game. When the
Happy Taco sign went down and
the Lifestyles Cafe´ sign came up,
with the accompanying newspapers taped to the windows to
conceal the interior, I modified the
game a bit to “What In The World
Is It?”
To all who witnessed the
auspicious beginnings of the
Lifestyles Cafe´, you understand.
The sign is the outline of a
woman, in neon yellows and
purples, performing a sort of ice
skating spin, with her leg kicked
out and twirling motions outlined
at her feet. Above her head, she
is holding with both hands a large
purple heart, with smaller purple
hearts spinning out from it into
the air. Coupled with the text,
“Lifestyles Cafe´,” it was anybody’s guess what it was going to be.
I started driving by the sign
regularly, going the long way
home with friends, out of my way
with co-workers, and walking my
dog by the Lifestyles Cafe´ every
other day while I peered in the tiny
cracks between the newsprint
taped to the windows. I began
soliciting opinions as to what in
the world it was. The image said
one thing – yoga center, massage
parlor, ladies gym – and the text,
the “Lifestyles Cafe´” said
something completely different – a
cafe´, coffee bar, GNC.
Put
together, the sign made no sense.
A yoga studio serving frittatas, free
weights and a smoothie bar, a
vitamin and supplement store with
a cappuccino machine?
While idly obsessing over this
one day, it hit me. Of course, the
Lifestyles Cafe´ is not a literal cafe´
at all, but an internet cafe´. Then
just as easily as I had glommed
onto the idea of an internet cafe´,
it hit me again, an internet cafe´
for people of alternative lifestyles.
That’s it, mystery solved. I began
saying things like, “I’ve heard it is
going to be an internet cafe´ for
folks of the alternative lifestyle,”
and started touting the still
unopened Lifestyles Cafe´ as a
huge boon to the Loop.
Imagine my surprise when I

* WinterMarkt is Dec. 3rd, seeking volunteers
for baked goods, set -up and clean-up
* Motion made to authorize Katrina Stierholz
to renegotiate agreement for RAC grant,
seconded and passed
SOCIAL SERVICES. Shirley Polk reported:
* Food drive was very successful
* Thanked Andy and Arline for their hard work
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT &
HOUSING CORPORATION. Gary Boehnke:
* Housing Corporation Minutes included in
Board Package
* Will invite Sam Rothschild to present plan at
neighborhood meeting for Rosedale Square
Apartments
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. Dan Schesch:
* Steve Givens will chair Nominating Comm.
* CDA monitoring visit resulted in 2 findings no conflict of interest, lobby or nepotism policy
and late submittal of programmatic reports
* Motion made to adopt Conflict of Interest
Policy (see attached) with one correction that
changes value of gifts from $50 to $25;
motion seconded and passed
Other Business
* Upcoming activities
* Wintermarkt - December 3rd
* Police/Firefighters Holiday Open House,
Thursday, December 15th - seeking volunteers
to bring food, set-up, serve, and/or clean-up;
contact Ruth Johnson or Juanita
Adjournment.

hear that the Lifestyles Cafe´ is
not an alternative internet cafe´ at
all, but a vegetarian soul food
restaurant with a lemonade ice
cream parlor attached, and live
jazz on Saturdays. How did I miss
that? All the menu items at the
Lifestyles Cafe´ are made with no
trans fats, no beef, no pork, and
no poultry.
I have been to the Lifestyles
Cafe´ twice, once for the special
lemonade ice cream and once for
dinner. The lemonade ice cream
is especially good. In fact, it is
possibly the best ice cream I have
eaten. If I knew how it were
made, I would be making a batch
in my basement right now. It is
homemade and can be ordered in
the original lemonade flavor or
strawberry, banana, raspberry,
peach, or several other flavors.
We ordered the original and the
strawberry, and tasted the peach.
It is sweet, and really just melts in
your mouth.
The Lifestyles Cafe´ also serves
dinner and a special Soul Food
Sunday brunch menu. It also
hosts live jazz on Saturday nights.
The menu is heavy on the fish,
and includes favorites such as
Salmon Croquette, Pecan Crusted
Rainbow Trout, and Jerk Fish.
Side dishes include fried corn,
macaroni and cheese, Asian garlic
spinach, and smothered potatoes.
Lifestyles Cafe´ also serves beer,
wine, and cocktails. We enjoyed
the food, especially the pan fried
tilapia, but you have to be in the
mood for vegetarian food.
Because while you can order a
veggie burger at Blueberry Hill,
you cannot order a seven-ounce
hamburger at Lifestyles Cafe´.
Lifestyles Cafe´ is open every
day except Mondays, and is
located at 5917 Delmar, phone
863-5700.
Menu available at
www.lifestylescafe.org.

Spacious, Attractive
2 BDRM
Apartments for
lease in
Skinker DeBaliviere.
$650 & $700.
(314) 727-0471.
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III. Appliances
holes
Dan
1. Refrigerator (full size, with icemaker, not more than 56 years
and cracks and scrape
old)
paint and general paint prep work.
2. Kitchen Sink (single large bowl at least 8” deep)
“Bring your own supplies” if you can, like drop cloths,
3. Faucet for kitchen sink (high neck or removable spout to
putty knives, paint scrapers.
accommodate large pots)
4. Painting party volunteers: Approx 56 people at a time to paint. “Bring
4. Bathroom vanity (sink, faucet, vanity top)
your own supplies” if you can, like drop cloths, ladders, paint brushes,
5. Ventilator fan for bathroom (to vent 8x10 space)
roller pans.
6. Dishwasher (not more than 3 years old)
5. Food/Drink volunteers: Make, and deliver, snacks and drinks for
7. Microwave (full size, not more than 5 years old)
volunteers for one or more of the “parties.”
8. Countertop for island floor cabinet (78 feet long)
*** Please contact Maggie Hart-Mahon or Michelle Pike:
9. Island cabinet (78 feet long, cabinet storage and drawers)
Maggie: 314/615-0178 (office days); mhartmahon@stlouisco.com
10. Flooring for kitchen area (12x12 vinyl tile to cover an area approx 3 x

SDCC OFFICE RENOVATION
WISH LIST

12)
11. Replacement ceiling tiles (to match current ceiling tiles)
12. Floor cabinet for sink
13. Countertop for sink
14. Carpet for 2 offices (want office type carpet, each office
approx. 12 x 12)

Michelle: 314/726-4906 (home and office); 314/863-2320 (home
eve); mrpike@sbcglobal.net

IV. Volunteer workers: Weekends in February
and March, 45 hour blocks of time.
1. Demolition party volunteers: Approx 68 people at a time to
move all the stuff out of the kitchen area, take up carpet,
generally clean out area for #2 and #3 below.
2. Construction party volunteers: Approx 68 people to help
construct partition wall between two office spaces, and to create
two openings for doorways. These people will be helpers to
construction leaders who will tell you what to do. As long as you
can hammer and nail and use a drill, you’re qualified!
3. Plaster party volunteers: Approx 56 people at a time to plaster

Food Drive Held November 5
Again this year, the Social Services Committee of the SDCC,
chaired by Shirley Polk, sponsored a neighborhood food drive for
the church pantries in the Skinker DeBaliviere area. Many put out
food on their porches to aid this effort. The Social Services
Committee thanks everyone who gave and all those who helped
with the drive.
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Recognizing a stroke
Some friends had dinner this
summer with a dear friend of
theirs. During the BBQ their friend
stumbled and took a little fall – she
assured everyone that she was fine
(they offered to call paramedics)
and just tripped over a brick
because of her new shoes. They
got her cleaned up and got her a
new plate of food. While she
appeared a bit shaken up, Ingrid
went about enjoying herself the
rest of the evening.
At 3:00 a.m., my friend
received a call from Ingrid’s
husband telling her that his wife
had been taken to the hospital (at
6:00 p.m., Ingrid passed away.)
She had suffered a stroke at the
BBQ – had they known how to
identify the signs of a stroke,
perhaps Ingrid would be with us
today.

Recognizing a Stroke:
A neurologist says that if he can
get to a stroke victim within 3
hours he can totally reverse the
effects of a stroke... totally. He
said the trick was getting a stroke
recognized, diagnosed and getting
to the patient within 3 hours,
which is tough.

The “3” steps:
A bystander can recognize a
stroke by asking three simple
questions:
1. *Ask the individual to SMILE.
2. *Ask him or her to RAISE
BOTH ARMS.
3. *Ask the person to SPEAK A
SIMPLE SENTENCE
(Coherently) (i.e. . It is sunny out
today).
If he or she has trouble with any
of these tasks, call 911
immediately and describe the
symptoms to the dispatcher.
After discovering that a group
of nonmedical volunteers could
identify facial weakness, arm
weakness and speech problems,
researchers urged the general
public to learn the three questions.
They presented their conclusions
at
the
American
Stroke
Association’s annual meeting last
February. Widespread use of this
test could result in prompt
diagnosis and treatment of the
stroke and prevent brain damage.
A cardiologist says if everyone
who reads this sends it to 10
people; you can bet that at least
one life will be saved.

Stephen A. Brammeier, DVM
Kim Lynch, DVM

2626 Woodson
(Our New Location)

I love Skinker DeBaliviere!
I was raised in this neighborhood and
now my husband and I are
raising our children here, too!
Call for all your real estate needs.
Friendly, reliable service.

Rachel Boxdorfer
Multi-Million Dollar Club
St. Louis Association of Realtors

Office: (314) 862-7500
Voice Mail: (314) 419-8989
rboxdorf@cbgundaker.com

426-5959

8069 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO 63117

124 North Gay Avenue
Clayton, Missouri 63105

Katie Kurtz
Broker-Salesperson
Life Member Million Dollar Club

Skinker DeBal. Comm. Council, Bd. Mtg.
10/10
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
* President introduced Bob Mahon and
welcomed him to the Board. Bob will
represent Parkview and replaces Joe Keaveny
who has resigned
MINUTES
FINANCIAL REPORT
* Copies of the September 2005 financial
report were provided in the Board package. A
motion was made and seconded to accept the
September financial reports. Motion passed.
* Motion made, seconded to accept Peggy
Droege’s request for a leave of absence from
both council Board and Treasury. Passed.
* Motion made and seconded to have Bob
Mahon serve during Peggy’s absence as Treasurer and on the Council board. Passed.
Friends Campaign will be discussed at Oct.
meeting
* Laurel Associates, we have received the
funds from the sale and are in the process of
planning how it should be spent. Any plans to
expend these funds will be presented to the
Council.
SECURITY. Police Update
* Sgt. Ruddle presented the police update.
Overall, crime is down in the areas - burglaries
are about average and car break-ins are up.
* Reported criminal activates have included:
o Home invasion in the 5900 block of
Kingsbury between 11:00 & 11:15 pm,
owners at home, woke up and saw intruders
standing in bedroom; intruders ran to white
car/van; homeowner’s debit card has been
used 3 times.
o Camouflage bullet proof vest found by
dumpster in the 5900 Kingsbury/McPherson
alley
o Small items are being taken off porches and
a few yards have been broken into
o 6100 Kingsbury - house broken into, entry
gained by breaking
o Armed robbery at Waterman & DeBaliviere
o Security meeting scheduled for October 12th
at Council starting at 7pm. Harriet Hubbard
will serve as committee chair; currently 5
members on committee
o From 11 - 3, special detail is patrolling alleys
* Washington University Security only patrols
alleys and streets from 6pm to 2am in areas
where Washington University owns property
* Georgi Fox sent a letter to the Executive
Director of St. Louis Public Library regarding a
proposed restaurant leasing the vacated
commercial space at 350 N. Skinker. The
purpose of letter was to inform the library that
residents would be very favorable of the library
expanding into the vacant space; the value and
benefits of the library to the neighborhood far
outweighs a restaurant.
ALDERWOMAN REPORT. Ald. Krewson:
* No new developments to report on the
proposed restaurant on N. Skinker.
* The MetroLink overpass is not yet open.
* Forest Parkway - east of DeBaliviere, lots of
process being made, work to be completed by
the end of this year.

* TIP District on Delmar - November 2, 2005,
TIP Commission hearing; 4 TIPS are being
applied for, hoping that Bd of Aldermen will
approve by end of year
GREENWAYS. Dan Schesch reported:
* A circular path around Lucier Park is in the
planning stages as part of the Greenways.
President also distributed a map of the
proposed neighborhood connectors.
Informally, the greenways have received
positive feedback from neighborhood
residents.
* Motion was made and seconded to authorize
the Executive Director to send a letter to
neighbors near the Park informing them of the
proposed circular path and requesting their
feedback. Motion passed.
* Discussion followed on the route and its’
impact on the Housing Board.
CENTENNIAL GREENWAY. Dan Schesch:
* Motion was made, seconded authorizing the
Council to send letter to Greenways endorsing
the request to reinstate the DesPeres
connector.
* A question was raised and discussed
concerning the impact of coming up DesPeres
to Delmar
Upcoming Events: Laure:
* Halloween party - Oct. 31st at St. Roch’s
gym
* Food Drive - Nov. 5th at Council; Shirley
reported that drivers and runners are needed
* Winter Mart - December 3 at Council
* Katrina reported that they would like to hire
an intern to help with this event; it is a
growing event; need to solicit better vendors
and generate more publicity. Vendors are
charged $25 and 10% of sales. Items offered
include crafts, bake sale, brats, something for
all ages.
* Police & Firefighters Luncheon - December
15 at Council; It is expected that Ruth
Johnson will coordinate
* Executive Director’s report is included in the
SECURITY COMMITTEE. Dan Schesch:
* Harriet Hubbard is tchair of the Sec. Comm.
* Next meeting is scheduled for next Thursday,
October 12th, 6-10 pm
TRANSPORTATION COMM. Norbert Hart:
* Request to redo traffic patterns between
Rosedale barricades
* No decision as to whether the traffic light at
Lindell & Skinker should be permanent
* Vehicles continue to go wrong way on 5900
Kingsbury; suggestion was made for the
Security committee to call Tim Kehm.
* For vehicles going the wrong way on 5900
Kingsbury, call Tim Kehm, when possible,
please identify the model, make, time and date
* See if no parking signs can be placed on Des
Peres where the street narrows to discourage
cars parking
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Dan Schesch reported
* The Executive Committee will review the
bylaws and recommend revisions as warranted
and will enforce the Board attendance policy.
Adjournment.

314 725-5100 Office
314 721-5006 Fax
314 721-1777 x 454 VM

Renard Paper Company, Inc.
Providing Solutions for
Maintenance Professionals

Since 1953

314 371-4422 • 800-637-8732 • Fax 314 371-4431
4465 Manchester Ave. • St. Louis, MO 63110
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The Times of Skinker DeBaliviere

IN YOUR EAR
by Hawkeye Z. Hoerr

My Dear Esteemed Friend,
Please accept my apologies for
contacting you in this manner. I
have received your name from a
trusted friend, and he tells me
that you are someone with whom
I can deal in confidence. My
name is Hawkeye Q. Hoerr, and
I am the son of the late Emperor
of Skinker-DeBaliviere, Chester
Drawers.
My esteemed father, Chester, met
an untimely death a year and
one-half ago.
He untimely died in his jail cell,
choking on a Twinkie. As you
might suspect, we feel there was
foul play. My father, Chester
Drawers, never ate Twinkies
except on national holidays. Plus,
Twinkies are known for their
healthfulness. Prior to his
untimely death, my revered
father met an untimely
incarceration as he and he
fourth untimely wife, Patricia
Cakes, a.k.a. Patty, were
untimely imprisoned by the
upstart Big-Hoo-Hah, James

Nasium. Jim Nasium always had
it in for my father, going back to
the dates when Emperor Drawers
tried to annex Clayton.
But I digress. Just before Chester
and Patty were untimely seized
by the Delmar militia, they were
given timely warning by an under
blanket agent, Sandy Beach. My
father and Sandy were old
friends, and my father was also a
friend with Sandy’s cousin,
Miami. Realizing that my father,
Chester Drawers, was in danger,
Sandy drove through SkinkerDeBaliviere in her VW bug
convertible with the top down,
the radio on high volume and
playing the alltime hits of Sonny
and Cher. She knew that would
open all of the drawers. Indeed,
dogs whined, windows cracked,
and the lids on the trash
dumpsters flopped in unison
when “The Beat Goes On” was
played at 1,500 decibels. (Alas,
music like that isn’t made any
more. Sonny and Cher are the
musical equivalent of a Twinkie.)
But I digress again. With that
timely notice of the untimely
gestapo arrival, prior to being
seized, my father deposited
$182,000,000 USD in an
offshore account in a timely
manner. That may seem like a
bit of money but, please, my
father was an industrious business
person. As a child he was born
in poverty, quitting school after
the fourth grade. He invested
wisely his meager earnings. The
money has remained in the
offshore account. Because my
US citizenship is a bit in
question, I am seeking a business
partner to convert the funds for
me. For this, you will be paid
25% of these funds,
approximately $45,000,000

USD. For this you need simply
act as my agent and help me
start a new business in the States
United of America.
To ensure that you are trustable
and as an act of good faith, I
simply need you to share some
of your incidental information.
Please send the following
information to me: the credit
card number and expiration date
for each of your major credit
cards; your passport number;
your electronic bank accounts
and passwords; your drivers’
license number; your mother’s
maiden name; the name of your
favorite pet; where you attended
high school; and how many
angels can dance on the head of
your pin. We will be partners
once I receive this information,
kind person.
My trusted colleague, it will be
glorious when all the funds are
distributed. Praise be the lord and
pass the ammunition!
Hawkeye
**********************
My Dear Esteemed Friend,
It has been some time and I have
not heard from you. Was I
mistaken in your trustworthiness? Are you not the person of
character described to me? Here
I am, an individual needing some
minor assistance with my
$182,000,000 USD, and yet
you let me down. What kind of
friend are you, anyway?
I do not mean to be overly
critical in any way, kind person. I
simply am a bit frustrated as I
cannot gain access to the spoils, I
mean revenues, deposited by my
untimely late father, Chester
Drawers. But you come with a
high recommendation and it is
clear why this is the case. You
drive a hard bargain!
I will give you 50% of the
revenue. No doubt you are
surprised by my generosity but I
am often referred to as a
generous soul. This is simply my
way of helping other kind souls.
For this $91,000,000 USD,
which, as you know, would
purchase many bangles, bobbles,
and bows, I simply need your
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credit card number. Or, flexible
soul that I am, I would be
satisfied with just your timely
credit card number and electronic
bank account and password. I
hope your trust of me is not an
issue, kind sir. Around here, I am
commonly referred to as
Trustable Hawkeye.
Faith be with you, partner.
Hawkeye
**********************
Dear Friend,
In a timely manner, I have just
offered you $91,000,000 USD
and you have not responded.
How untimely of you. Surely kind
sir, siress, madam, you could
have use for ninety-one million
dollars! Yet you ignore my
entreaties. Is it something I’ve
said? Do you not like the match
between my tie and sportscoat?
Is the parrot tie not to your
fitting?
Please kind buddy or buddette,
respond to me so that we can
both retire to some resort. All I
need is your credit card number
and happiness is yours.
Hopefully yours in a timely
manner,
Hawkeye Q.
************************
Hey you,
Do you have a problem? I am
tired of waiting for you, Godot.
But my generous soul
overwhelms me. If you simply
give me your credit card number,
I will guarantee you
$180,000,000 USD. You drive a
very hard bargain. Yes, good
soul that I am, I will force myself
to get by on $2,000,000 USD
just to guarantee a wonderful and
timely time for you, your
wonderful friends, family, and
fellow Sprint customers. Please
know the kind and gentle spirit
in which I say this, but get on the
stick!
Your partner and friend,
Hawkeye Q. Hoerr
************************
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