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SDCC Welcomes Darcell Braylock as 
Executive Director
by Lana Stein

Our own Alderwoman Lyda Krewson of the 28th Ward represented 
Mayor Slay at the grand opening of the new MetroLink line on Saturday, 
August 26.  After several years of construction, including some important 
interventions by Krewson to make this project bearable and beneficial to 
the neighborhood, no one knew better both the good and bad inherent 
in this project.  As she said to the crowd gathered at the kick-off, "We 
see the value of tight-knit, diverse neighborhoods; a vast stock of historic 
buildings; great parks; a business-friendly government; strong cultural 
institutions; great restaurants and entertainment; and of course, good 

transportation to connect it all together.  It took a tremendous effort 
and even more persistence to get to this day. This project required 
an incredible amount of teamwork, cooperation, collaboration and 
compromise, as well as tolerance and persistence."  Krewson concluded 
with thanks to "the residents and the neighbors along this construction 
route – who put aside some of their personal inconveniences – who 
changed the route they took to work – who endured a little dust and 
noise – so that the entire region could benefit for decades to come."  
Now, it's time to enjoy our very convenient Metro stops!

The Skinker 
D e B a l i v i e r e 
Community Council 
Board of Directors 
has chosen a new 
executive director 
for the Council.  She 
is Darcell Braylock 
and she started work 
at the time of the 
Garden Tour.  She 
has now seen half 
the neighborhood 
without power for 
a good week and 
the hottest National Night Out ever.  Her 
resilience and good humor have seen her 
through these events and hopefully many 
happy neighborhood occasions.

Darcell, a native St. Louisan, is a 
graduate of Vashon High.  She first 
ventured to San Francisco to complete 
her education.  She studied at the San 
Francisco Art Institute for three years.  
She specialized in painting and drawing.  
She returned to St. Louis and 
St. Louis University where she 
obtained a bachelor’s degree 
in Organizational Studies.  Her 
emphasis was communication and 
humanities.  She has also received 
two Master’s degrees from Webster 
University in Management and in 
Human Resources.  

Her recent work experience 
includes stints at the YWCA as a 
project manager and at Bank of 
America where she was a facilities 
coordinator.

When the SDCC opening 
was posted, Darcell was 
planning to move to Atlanta.  
A friend saw the posting 
and told her this job was 
made for her.  The rest is 
history and Atlanta’s loss is 
our gain.  The SDCC job 
actually draws on a lot of 
her interests including the 
arts and commercial and 
residential management.  
In addition, she is well 
acquainted with the politics 
of the city.

Darcell wants to improve relationships 
and communication in the neighborhood 
and have all committees and entities 
working together.  She says our 
neighborhood is like a collage, a mixture 
of everything and that is unusual for St. 
Louis.  It reminds her of a little New York 
melting pot.  She wants to be part of the 
growth and development here. Skinker 
DeBaliviere is what St. Louis should be.

Loop in Motion Arts Festival 
October 6-7
By Debbie Murphy

An Art Walk kicks off the 20th Annual Loop in Motion 
festivities on Friday, October 6, from 6 to 9 p.m. with 
20 art exhibits featuring more than 75 artists. Live music 
& dance will take place on the Leland Stage and on the 
Market in The Loop stage. The exhibits will continue 
through October 7.

On Saturday, October 7 the Loop de Loop parade 
sets things in motion at 11 a.m. on Delmar between 
Leland and Wabash Station. At Noon, performances 
begin on five stages featuring 20 bands, 12 dance groups 
and 3 deejays.

The Music Stage at Leland features original and cover 
bands playing jazz, blues, funk, reggae, and reggae dub. 
Our Market in The Loop Stage is hosting the St. Louis 
Idol "Battle of the Karaoke Bars" from Noon to 2:30 
p.m. Live music will entertain visitors to The Market in 
The Loop from 4 to 9 p.m.

Visit our Young & Emerging Artists Stages.  Our 
Dance Stage at Westgate will feature a dance groups 
performing varied dance styles.

Children's Art Activities, art exhibits, artist 
demonstrations, and sidewalk sales will be spread 
throughout The Loop. Parking is available on municipal 
lots, in the garage across from the Tivoli Theatre, and on 
Delmar and the side streets. Check www.VisitTheLoop.
com/loopinmotion for details.

Rags to Riches 
On Saturday, September 9, Rags to Riches, the "ultimate" yard sale, will be held throughout the 

neighborhood.  Sponsored by Rosedale Neighborhood Assoc. and Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council, sale times are 8am - 2pm.  Registration Fee is $10 in advance, $15 day of event.  Forms are at 
the SDCC office, (314) 862-5122.  

No competitive food sales –- food sale includes BBQ and is held at the parking lot at Westminster and 
Skinker, all proceeds go to the Rosedale Neighbors Association.  

Donated baked goods are welcomed, as are volunteers to help sell the food items.  Please contact 
SDCC at 862-5122 to let us know when and how long you can tend the booth, and plan on bringing your 
goodies on Saturday morning.  

MetroLink Line Opens!!!
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Editor's Notebook
by Lana Stein

Well, another campaign is behind us but before we approach the 
November election, I would like to say a few things about racial 
targeting and campaigning.  We present a perfect neighborhood for 
such campaigning to occur.  Some blocks are majority white, others 
majority black but very few contain people of just one race. In an 
effort to use their dollars wisely, campaigns do not send the same 
material to all the registered voters all the time.  What happens is 
that there are at least two fairly distinct messages going out to the 
electorate and which message you get depends on which side of 
Des Peres you live.

 I live just east of Des Peres in Washington Heights and have since 
moving to Skinker DeBaliviere in 1989.  I have very good friends 
in the 6100 blocks of the Rosedale section of our neighborhood.  
This year I began to see which messages I was getting that my 
friends weren't and vice versa.  First off, I did not receive a piece of 
literature from either the Gambaro or Smith campaigns although 
Smith went door-to-door on my street once early on in the 
campaign.  My friends were inundated with Smith and Gambaro 
literature.  On the other hand, I received multiple pieces from the 
ElAmin and Boykins camps. My friends had some from ElAmin.  I 
did get a pro Smith and a pro Gambaro phone call just before the 
election.  I received a phone message from former mayor Bosley 
supporting ElAmin.  My friends to the west did not get this call.  We 
all got an anti Smith phone call but I alone got a second one that 
mentioned Smith's teaching and his basketball coaching but said 
"he isn't part of our community" like ElAmin. One friend received a 
call from the same candidate that contained both anti-academic and 
sexual innuendos about Smith.

There is racial polarization here in St. Louis just as there is 
everywhere.  But, targeted campaigning does not help to alleviate 
it.  Wouldn't it be nice if candidates could try to reach out to all of 
us.  Neighbors here have a lot of the same interests.  We care about 
education, health care, crime.  It is true that white voters most 
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Calendar
Monday, September 11 and October 9, Skinker-DeBaliviere 
Community Council Meetings, 7:00 p.m., 6008 Kingsbury.  Call 862-
5122 for more information.

Wednesday, September 6, September 20, October 4 
and October 18, November 1 and November 15, Housing 
Corporation Meetings, 6:00 p.m., 6008 Kingsbury. Call 862-5122 for 
more information.

Saturday, September 9, Rags to Riches, 8:00-2:00, throughout 
the neighborhood. Stop by the lot at Skinker & Westminster for map. 

Saturday, September 16, Forest Park Balloon Race

Tuesday, September 19, Des Peres Dog Park Neighborhood 
Meeting, Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council, 6008 Kingsbury, 
7:00 p.m.  All neighborhood residents, students and business people 
are encouraged to attend.  Learn more about the dog park proposal, 
ask questions, address concerns, share opinions, offer support or 
volunteer to help. Call 862-5122 for more information.

Saturday, September 23, SDCC - Youth Fair 2006 - for families 
with youth ages 11-18 years in age.  Workshops - on health, finacnial 
literacy, education, and more.  Join us for food, music, fun and 
festivities.  Location: Grace Methodist Church and Parking Lot on 
Skinker between Kingsbury and McPherson.  Sponsored by: SDCC, 
HUD, CDA, and Grace Methodist Church,  Costs to rent a booth 
$20.00,  to participate contact the SDCC office at (314) 862-5122.    

Friday and Saturday, October 6 and 7, Loop in Motion 
on Delmar.  Parade on Saturday at 11:00 between Leland and the 
Wabash Station.  The parade extends to the East Loop for the first 
time this year. Art/Gallery Walk – 20 locations throughout The Loop 
- Live music, dance and art exhibits.  At Noon - Five Stages: 4 Music 
Stages & 1. Dance Performance Stage plus the St. Louis Idol Karaoke 
Contest, Children’s Art Activities, Art Exhibits, Art Demonstrations & 
Sidewalk  Entertainment. Festivities end at 9 p.m. In The Loop along 
Delmar Blvd. in both University City and the City of St. Louis. Free. 
Contact: Debbie Murphy, Loop in Motion Event Director - Hotline: 
314-727-8000. Email: damurphy@VisitTheLoop.com. Web Site: 
www.VisitTheLoop.com/loopinmotion

Tuesday, October 31, Annual Halloween Party, St. Roch’s Gym, 
6050 Waterman, 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 4, Neighborhood Food Drive to benefit 
neighborhood food pantries.  For more information, call 862-5122.

often vote for white candidates while black voters vote for blacks 
but this is not a hard and fast rule.  The right circumstances and the 
right candidate lead to crossover voting on both sides.  My message 
is to candidates, their staff, and all the voters.  Let's not continue to 
accentuate the racial divide in a campaign but let's send the same 
literature to everyone.

And let's stop the negativity and divisiveness in campaigns as well.  I 
fear this coming October and the ads for the senate race.  Who will be 
morphed into whom?

(Continued on next column)

(Continued from previous column)

A tree down on Forest Park Parkway during the big storm July 19.
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Congratulations to the families 
with new babies: Angie and Sean 
Meara of 59xxPershing welcomed 
a lovely daughter, Olive, weighing 
10 lb., 2 oz, on August 11. And 
Marj and Brad Weir, longtime 
residents of the 6100 block of 
Westminster, are now proud 
grandparents of Ethan, born on 
August 15 to parents Greg and 
Diana Weir.  

 

Welcome to the neighborhood, a 
bit belatedly, to Tim Woodcock 
and his wife, Katherine Gordon, 
of the 6000 block of Westminster.  
If Tim's name sounds familiar, 
it's because of his frequent 
byline in the West End Word, 
including a fascinating article in 
the August 16-22 issue about 
his "dreary, terrorist-harboring 
hometown" of High Wycombe, 
England.  Katie grew up in the 
much closer University City.  We 
met the couple at a political get-
acquainted event at the home 
of other neighbors new to the 
neighborhood, Harry and Virginia 
Imster, of the 6200 block of 
Westminster. Welcome to all!  

The tremendous storm on July 
19, which caused the power 
outrage affecting more than 
500,000 in the St. Louis area, 
definitely came to Skinker-
DeBaliviere.  Many blocks were 
totally dark for an entire week; 

others had electricity on only one 
side of the street. If ever Skinker-
DeBaliviere seemed like a small 
town, it was the evening of the 
storm, when so many people 
poured out to help each other, 
all over the neighborhood.  In 
Parkview, Chanaya Jacobs noted 
"how quickly everyone came 
together" on the 6200 block of 
Washington, where a large tree 
was uprooted and fell toward 
Girards' home at the same time 
that three other trees came down, 
wrecking both of Joe and Carrie 
Steinbachs' cars.  A contractor 
named Colorado, working at 
Kathleen Cook's, was dispatched 
to help clear the street for cars 
and people to pass.  Neighbor 
B.J. Clutter helped, and Mark 
Jacobs, Larry Barker, and others 
starred in supporting roles!  East 
of Skinker, on the 6100 block of 
Kingsbury, Joan Bender reported 
that when a huge limb blocked 
Newshams' driveway, Jon Dahl 
and his sons, who live across 
the alley on McPherson, Erick 
Mason and his sons, and Mike 
Ornsby and his son, all worked 
to cut the tree apart, so a path 
was cleared for Newsham's. 
Then Joe Shaunessey of BSI 
sent a generator so that Betty, 
who has been ill, could stay at 
home, but still get to the doctor.  
Bob Wiltenburg helped clean 
up the branches for pick up by 
our valiant City foresters.  And 

further east, on the 5900 block of 
Pershing, Lana Stein appreciated 
the assistance of her neighbor 
across the street, Derrick Redd, 
who helped her remove branches 
from her backyard after the Wed. 
and Fri. storms.  Then, when 
the Saturday storm dislodged a 
major branch, which dangled its 
tentacles over the power line, 
another neighbor came to the 
rescue.  Jim Flynn, a forester 
with St. Louis County, cleared 
the branches away from the 
power line, saving Lana and her 
animals.  Many, many neighbors 
helped each other get through 
the hot days by offering a cool 
spot to go and a bite to eat. No 
doubt there are many other such 
stories.  From east to west, our 
residents really came through for 
each other.

Did you know that the “oldest 
neighborhood newspaper 
in St. Louis” is featured as 
the “jewel of the Skinker-
DeBaliviere neighborhood” on 
City TV 10’s current feature? 
City Life Neighbor to Neighbor 
introduces folks to its very diverse 
neighborhoods. In this episode of 
City Life Neighbor to Neighbor, 
Ivy Hartman visits the Skinker 
DeBaliviere neighborhood, and 
Steve Potter introduces us to the 

oldest neighborhood newspaper 
in St. Louis. If you haven’t seen 
it yet, tune in at 6:30 a.m. most 
days or at 8:30 p.m. Monday 
and Tuesday evenings.  You'll 
see Rachael Boxdorfer giving 
a wonderful interview about 
growing up in the neighborhood, 
Lana is interviewed about the 
TIMES, Dan Schesch talks about 
the council, Joe Edwards talks 
about Delmar, and much more.  
Hope you get a chance to see it.  
If you don’t have cable, let me or 
Lana know.  They gave us DVDs, 
so we can share!  To see the 
clips online, go to: http://stlouis.
missouri.org/citygov/citytv10/
programs/citylife.htm

After seeing Rachael's interview, 
we have chatted by email about 
doing a feature on folks who 
grew up in the neighborhood 
and have stayed or come back 
to live here as adults.  Rachael, 
Rachelle L'Ecuyer, and Norb 
Hart are working on a list – now 
numbering about 35 – that meet 
this description of being second 
or third generation now living in 
the neighborhood. We're planning 
a feature and possibly group 
photo this fall.  They're asking 
that you contact one of them with 
other names.  You can also email 
me at vatchaj@stlouiscity.com. 
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News of Neighbors
By Jo Ann Vatcha

Saving our Neighborhood Trees
By Norbert Hart

One of the many things this summer's storms remind us is that 
our much of our tree stock is coming of age.  As publicized in WU's 
study of the pin oaks lining the drive to Brookings Hall, oaks and 
other varieties planted when our neighborhood was developed are 
reaching the end of their illustrious careers.

While storm damage and leaf raking may not put tree planting 
at the top of our project lists, I think we would all agree that in the 
end, the canopy our foliage provides is worth having.  The Times 
noted the importance of trees shortly after it began publication, and 
given environmental and energy considerations today that import 
has only grown.  Even though planting a generation tree may not 
yield benefits short term, there is no time to start like the present if 
we want future generations to enjoy the forestry we have.

Tree planting is simple enough, but there are some things to be 
aware of that can help with getting the right tree in the right place.  
I've learned the hard way; my first tree was a dogwood (shade) that 
I planted in almost full sun (fortunately plenty of water and tree 
growth to its West helped it not only survive but in fact thrive).  

One of the main things to be aware of are utility lines.  For most 
of us that means water & sewer, but you may want to verify electric 
and telephone.  For example, my electric service to the garage is 
underground.

Sewer and water lines are especially important to locate when 
planting a tap root tree (e.g. maples).  Water lines are usually easily 
located by finding your pipe inside as well as your outside box.  
Sewers can be harder; usually we can rely on the vent stack but the 
exact route can take turns.  I would also be careful of assumptions; I 
found my sewer line runs to alley while common knowledge is they 
all go to the street.

Numerous resources abound for finding the right tree.  Shaw's 
garden is a great source for not only trees in general, but also 
naturally local specimens.

Contact your alderman or the city’s forestry department to see 
about receiving a free tree in your tree lawn.  A permit may be 
required if you want to plant your own.  A list of accepted trees is at 
the Forestry Department’s very informative website, http://stlouis.
missouri.org/citygov/parks/forestry_div/tree.

Paric Construction, which is the contractor for the Forest Park 
Condominiums on the 6100 block of Washington, has made this an 
extremely busy summer in the northern part of the neighborhood.  
Naturally, there have a few parking and traffic challenges, what with so 
many pickups and such large equipment.  But the Paric workmen are a 
really professional group of union craftsmen, and their interest in how 
the neighbors think of them is certainly refreshing! 

 A newly poured sidewalk on the west side of Rosedale was opened 
this past week, with the old sidewalk closed less than a week, 
prompting me, as I walked to the MetroLink station along Rosedale, 
to remark on the speedy schedule to a workman, who stated, "Just for 
you, ma'am"  I wondered about this company:  Paric was started in 
1979, by Paul McKee Jr. and Richard Jordan, focusing on construction 
efficiency.  Headquartered in O'Fallon, MO, Paric Corporation's 
President and CEO, Joe McKee, was recently voted outstanding 
professional engineer of the year in construction by members of the 
St. Louis Chapter of the Missouri Society of Professional Engineers 
(MSPE). "The foundation of Paric's success is its people, who are given 
the support and confidence to make high-stakes decisions on the spot.  
This is not a micromanaged firm, but it is one that is highly selective in 
employment" states their company history.  

The company is currently working on projects around the world, here 
in St. Louis, projects abound, for example, the Alexander, Meridian, 
Bogen, and Bee Hat Lofts downtown, and other historic renovation 
projects, including the Saaman Corp/Rothschild project at Forest Park 
Condominiums. 
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Neighbors Turn Out For a Good Cause
By Rachael Boxdorfer 

On Saturday, August 5th, Gretchen and Christian Boxdorfer hosted a 
lemonade stand at the corner of Rosedale and Waterman.  This was no 
ordinary stand, but to benefit pediatric brain tumor research.  Gretchen 
and Christian (along with little sister Maddy and parents, Rachel and 
Matt) had learned about a series of lemonade stands that would take 
place in honor of Kirkwood resident Jamie Hahn’s second birthday.  
Jamie was diagnosed at the age of 11 months and although she is doing 
well, she is only weeks into 15 months of weekly chemo treatments.  To 
celebrate her birthday, her family asked that children and families host 
lemonade stands with proceeds going to the Washington University 
Department of Neurosurgery.  

More than two dozen lemonade stands were held in the St. Louis 
metropolitan area.  With publicity from flyers handed out prior to 
the event, and the goodness of hot and thirsty traffic, Gretchen and 
Christian were able to raise $238 for the cause.  They would like to 
thank the many neighbors who gave so generously and who enjoyed 
lemonade and a visit with neighbors for such a worthy cause!  The final 
results are not in yet, but the tally for all of the stands is already over 
$10,000!  Thank you again to all our generous neighbors.

On June 13, 2006, Greg Freeman Park at Four Corners filled 
up with neighbors and over 70 cool dogs of all sizes and shapes.  
Venita and Rick Lake were there with their shelties.  Mary Brown 
and Kel Ward had a very small and a large dog respectively.  Faith 
Sandler’s dog seemed enormous, but Julie Schoemehl’s may 
have been even larger.  Some of the prizes this year were for the 
"waggiest tail," "bushiest eyebrows," "shortest legs," "highest 
jump" and (of course) "shaggiest dog."  

Kudos to Emily and Sarah Cross (shown here with Lana's dog Max) 
for staging this most fun event!

Summertime Fun

National Night Out in the Neighborhood

Soon-to-be State 
Senator Jeff Smith 
smiled, despite the 
100+ heat.

6100 block of McPherson 4th of july Parade.
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Mayor Slay with SDCC Executive Director Darcell Braylock and 
other neighbors at this year's National Night Out.



Only a few days before the new 
school year would dawn, I visited 
St. Roch School and met with the 
principal, Gloria Openlander, and 
two teachers, Sarah Christian and 
Ed Martin.  I had heard 
that St. Roch had 
adopted some cutting 
edge technology 
to increase student 
learning.

Smart Boards
Every classroom at 

St. Roch and their 
computer lab have 
Smart Boards.  The 
Smart Board is a computerized 
wide screen blackboard.  It allows 
interaction and also allows a 
teacher to tap the resources of the 
web to provide enhanced learning 
tools.  It can serve as an updated, 
advanced research tool.

Ed Martin teaches 5th, 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders.  Each of these 
grades studies a Shakespearean 
play.  The 5th graders do A Comedy 
of Errors, 6th graders study Twelfth 
Night, 7th graders tackle Romeo 
and Juliet, and 8th graders do 
A Midsummer Night's Dream.  
Martin uses the Smart Board to 
show pictures of Shakespeare and 
where he lived.  He is able to save 
the notes he puts on the Board.  
Updated maps of countries are 
readily available.  Some interactive 
sites allow students to hear plays 
being read.  Students have also 
listened to Garrison Keillor reading 
his poetry.

For 5th and 6th grade science 

classes, the Smart Board enables 
students to produce weather charts.  
There are interactive health items 
from the BBC.  Calligraphy can 
also be taught using the Smart 

Board.
S a r a h 

C h r i s t i a n 
teaches 4th 
grade at St. 
Roch.  She 
feels that the 
Smart Board 
c a p t u r e s 
c h i l d r e n ' s 
a t t e n t i o n .  

Changing colors and use of clip 
art aid in that endeavor.  In social 
studies, the students were able to 
really look at Mt. St. Helens.  She 
is able to incorporate interactive 
and animated sites into her 
lessons.  Today's kids are used 
to being entertained so Christian 
believes this helps to hold their 
attention.  She starts each day with 
an agenda on the board.  Lessons 
and links to various sites can be 
save and reutiliized.  The learning 
is coordinated with the material 
in the children's textbooks.  Many 
textbooks now come with CDRoms 
and they provide questions that 
can be used for assessment.

CBC was the first high school 
to adopt the Board.  Openllander 
and the upper grade teachers 
visited and were quite impressed.  
Msgr. Polizzi also checked it out 
and felt that what you could do 
with the boards was phenomenal.  
The generosity of parents and 

parishioners and others made it 
possible for St. Roch to obtain 
the boards.  Students from St. 
Roch come from 24 zip codes and 
represent racial, socioeconomic, 
ethnic and religious diversity.  
There will be 218 students this 
year using the technologically 
enhanced classrooms and 32 in 
the preschool.  

Ms. Openlander feels that St. 
Roch graduates do well in high 
schools that require high academic 
performance.  She likes the fact 
that Smart Boards meet numerous 
learning styles.  It helps the child 
who needs to hear things.  She is 
proud of her veteran staff that has 
adapted to the new technology 
and finds it a great teaching tool.  
Martin has taught at St. Roch since 
1973 and Christian has been there 
for nine years.  Acquiring and 
adapting Smart Boards has been a 
complete team effort.

 Young St. Roch
Openlander has helped a 

establish a young parent group 
as a way to welcome many of 
the young families moving into 
Skinker DeBaliviere.  It covers 
families with children from infancy 
to age 5.  Rachel Ebling is the 
head of this group and can be 
reached at 721-8867 by anyone 
interested.  Social activities, such 
as potlucks and an Advent coffee. 
are attended by Openlander and 
her staff. This group allows people 
to feel connected to the St. Roch 
community.
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St. Roch School Is Innovating
by Lana Stein

Stephen A. Brammeier, DVM
Kim Lynch, DVM

I love Skinker DeBaliviere!  
I was raised in this neighborhood and 

now my husband and I are  
raising our children here, too!

Call for all your real estate needs.
Friendly, reliable service.

Rachel Boxdorfer
Multi-Million Dollar Club

St. Louis Association of Realtors

Office: (314) 862-7500
Voice Mail: (314) 419-8989
rboxdorf@cbgundaker.com

8069 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO  63117

2626 Woodson
(Our New Location)

426-5959

2006 Garden Tour Highlights
by Andy Cross

This year the 
Breakfast Garden 
Tour focused on 
a stretch of the 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
which has been 
going through 
many changes.  
First on the tour 
was the large 
common space 
shared by the 
Craig and Orion 
buildings on 
5900 McPherson.  
About thirty years 
ago, members of 
the Grace and 
Peace Fellowship 
moved into and rehabbed two six-
family buildings "with the intention 
of being good Christian neighbors 
and part of the stabilizing force of 
the neighborhood."  They shared 
lives and meals together five times 
a week, then in later years, once 
each week. They also shared their 
yards.  Now their mission is coming 
to an end.  The neighborhood and 
these buildings have survived, while 
some nearby buildings have fallen.  

Rough times have come and 
gone.  The Craig Building is 'going 
condo' and its residents are moving 
on.  "Bittersweet," says Melody 
Burke, manager of the Craig. "If 
only you could make a tree talk 
and say what it has seen."  Eileen 
O'Gorman, who is also moving, 

but staying in 
the Skinker-
D e B a l i v i e r e 
Ne ighborhood , 
cared for the front 
gardens which 
were well shown at 
the Garden Tour.

Other sites 
included the 
5700 DeGiverville 
garden of Luella 
Washington, who 
has been a resident 
for 42 years.  The 
pin oak tree was a 
seedling planted on 
a long-ago Earth 
Day. "I just love the 

oak tree and the way it is growing," 
says Mrs. Washington.  
Newer neighbors 
Dan and Ann Marie 
Lodholtz are creating 
a stone oven in their 
yard.  Glori L'Ecuyer's 
yard has been changing 
from shade into full sun 
on one side, while the 
sunny side has become 
shady.  Scott Plonsky's 
'volunteer' flowers came 
from the annual plant 
exchange day.  

Some old, some 
new, and some 
transition gardens help 
reflect the history and 
changing times in our 

neighborhood.  The Tour wrapped 
up at the 5700 DeGiverville cul-
de-sac, where new plantings are 
occurring and many big changes 
are in full swing with the MetroLink 
construction.  This year, the 
tour had a second theme, with 
puzzle pieces to pick up at each 
garden.  The pieces had facts 
about butterflies on one side and 
the other side created an artwork 
of a butterfly.  When tourgoers 
reached the end of the tour, they 
received a coloring book with faces 
and drawings of butterflies found 
in our neighborhood.  Thank you 
to all who participated.  We are 
looking forward to discovering 
more neighborhood treasures next 
June.

Glori L'Ecuyer with a pair 
of beautiful grandchildren, 
Sophia and Arabella.

Betty Burke and friends sampled the great 
breakfast.
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Internationally renowned 
performance artist Hassan 
Hakmoun will blend his Moroccan 
rhythm with the Jewish rock 
energies of top-touring musician 
Rick Recht on Thursday, October 
12th, 8:00 p.m. at the Faces of 
Love Concert 2006. The concert, 
sponsored by Gitana Productions, 
will be held at the Sheldon Concert 
Hall in the heart of St. Louis' Grand 
Center arts district. A pre-concert 
reception featuring authentic 

Muslim and Jewish cuisine will begin 
at 7pm for VIP ticket holders.

"Hakmoun and Recht both push 
the edge of their music and both 
reach out to make a difference in 
the world. What could be more 
moving than the innovative musical 
impulses of a Muslim mystic and a 
Jewish rocker, both of who want us 
all to love one another?" said Cecilia 
Nadal, president of the board of 
directors of Gitana Productions, 
and a resident of the Skinker-

DeBaliviere Neighborhood. "The 
mystic rhythms of Gnawa music 
and the high energy of Jewish rock 
will mesmerize St. Louisans."

"There is great political conflict 
in the world today between Muslims 
and Jews, and few efforts are 
made to highlight the common 
ground that exists between the 
two," said Nadal. "This concert will 
bring opportunities for harmony, 
collaboration and brotherly love 
between Muslims, Jews and the 
broader community."

St. Louis is home to upwards of 
75,000 Muslims, including African-
Americans and immigrants from 
Bosnia, Africa and the Middle East.  
The Jewish population in St. Louis 
numbers 60,000 people.

Nadal, an African-American 
businesswoman and arts enthusiast 
founded Gitana Productions in 
1996. "Gitana's Faces of Love 
series presents St. Louisans with a 
rare opportunity to experience the 
combination of ethnically diverse 
music and dance," said Nadal.

Gitana also sponsors the 
annual "Deeds Beyond Race: 
Extraordinary/Ordinary Person 
of the Year" campaign which 
recognizes and honors individuals 
who reach beyond race and culture 
to improve our community.  This 
year's winner will be honored at the 
Faces of Love Concert 2006. 

Gitana Productions, Inc. 
is a not-for-profit arts and 
education organization dedicated 
to increasing cross-cultural 
awareness and collaboration by 
bringing international music, 
dance and drama to the St. Louis 
community.  

This concert is sponsored by 
the Regional Arts Commission, 
the Missouri Arts Council, Elsevier 
and the Employee Community 
Fund of Boeing St. Louis.  For 
more information, call Gitana 
Productions at 314-721-6556 and 
visit www.gitana-inc.org.

Discounts for senior citizens, 
students and groups are available. 
To purchase tickets, call Metrotix 
at 314-534-1111. 

Donnaland Vintage Variety 
is a new shop in the Pageant 
building, located at 6161 Delmar.  
Donna Knott, owner for 22 years 
of the hugely successful Hullabaloo 
store, has now sold the Hullabaloo 
business to concentrate on the 
new shop, which she owns in 
partnership with Kay Guth, former 
owner of Pixie 9, a shop on 
Cherokee Antique Row.  The 
new venture builds on Donna's 
expertise as quite possibly the 
largest wholesaler of "dead stock" 
meaning never-used items from 
warehouses and stores all over the 
world.  Special favorites are the 
vintage clothing from the 50's to the 
80's.  She also features Halloween 
costumes, which will soon be 
in evidence on Delmar.  Donna 
expects Pirates of the Caribbean 
to be especially big this fall, along 
with perennial favorites, glamorous 
Hollywood icons, such as Elvis and 

Marilyn Monroe.  She even has 
80's costumes with Madonna looks 
for women and mullet wigs for the 
guys.  For more information, go to 
www.donnaland.net.

In addition to the costumes and 
vintage clothing, there is vintage 
costume jewelry, and a whole 
display of Japanese toys, like 
"AstroBoys," robots, and more.  To 

complement 
that, Donna 
also sells 
new items 
like candy 
c iga re t t e s .  
Donna has 
been well 
known in 
the St. Louis 
community 
for her 
m a r k e t i n g 
savvy and 
expects to 
put it to good 
use helping 
g e n e r a t e 
m o r e 
b u s i n e s s 

in the Delmar Loop around the 
Pageant.

You'll see even more activity 
every last Saturday of the month, 
when they participate in a sidewalk 
sale, along with live music and 
record spin, in front of the shops 
around in Pageant, including FiFi's, 
Gabby's, Alice's, TNT Designs, and 
Diversity Gallery.

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council
Board of Directors Meeting, May 8, 2006 
ATTENDANCE
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
MINUTES
FINANCIAL REPORT– BOB MAHON
* Presented the April 2006 financial 
report, which is included in Board 
package.
* The financial report reflects the MSD 
refund for the McPherson Gardens, 
proceeds from the Laurel Apartments is 
included in Restricted Funds.  
* The Dewey Dempsey Retrospective 
Funds chair person Mr. Hugh McPheeters 
has proposed that the remaining balance 
be split 50% to SDCC and 50% to  St. 
Louis Priory.  A motion was made and 
seconded to accept recommendation 
for disbursing the remaining funds in 
the Dewey Funds since the project is 
complete.  Passed.  
* Bob Mahon provided an update on both 
the Office Renovation fund and Laura's 
memorial fund.  The memorial fund for 
Laure has received donations of $1,665 
and $1,800 has been received for the 
office renovation fund. 
* The Laurel Apartment proceeds have 
been split into 2 funds of $15,000 each 
under the Restricted Funds section of the 
financial report.
* A motion was made and seconded to 
accept the Financial Report; passed.
SECURITY COMMITTEE – DAN 
SCHESCH
Police Update– Officer Russo reporting
* Officer Russo informed us that the last 
30 days have been very busy.  Reported 
incidents include 13-auto break-ins/
tampering, 9 burglaries, 1 car jacking, 1 
hold up, a purse snatching, and 1 strong-
arm robbery.
* Officer Russo circulated pictures of 3 
individuals that have been arrested for 
several robberies in the area.
* Burglaries included the 6000 block of 
Washington where the victim was asleep, 
6100 block Washington, 5700 McPherson 
was a 1st degree burglary– looking for 
guns, 500 & 600 N. Skinker, Palamino 
Lounge in the 5800 Delmar.
* 3 incidents of thefts at Rosedale Square 
job sites, doors & tools taken, copper 
stripped.
* An attempted break-in at a building 
under construction.
* A question was raised - "How close do 
the City of St. Louis and the University 
City police work together?"  Response: 
they attempt to work very closely but keep 
in mind that there are issues of boundary 
and jurisdiction.
Security Committee– Melissa VonRohr
* The 5800 block of Pershing has 
reported lots of criminal type activities 
that have included a shooting incident and 
gambling in the alley.  This will be a high 
concentration area.  
ALDERMANIC & NSO REPORTS
ALDERWOMAN KREWSON REPORTED
* Chris Howard is unable to attend tonight.
* Lyda attended a meeting with Joe Kuss 
and Metro at DeBaliviere & Forest Park, 
by June 15th, parkway will be open.  
* A wrought iron fence will be installed 
along Pershing alley south side of 
Parkway; railroad ties will be taken out 
and area asphalted.
* The surface parking lot at DeBaliviere is 
being refurbished & upgraded
* 5700 Waterman to 5900 Waterman is 
experiencing a shift in the houses as a 
result of the construction.  Residents were 
advised to contact Metro.
* The Yellow Cab site should be torn down 
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Katie Kurtz
Broker-Salesperson 
Life Member Million Dollar Club

314 725-5100 Office
314 721-5006 Fax
31� 721-1777 x �5� VM

124 North Gay Avenue 
Clayton, Missouri  
63105

Spacious, 
Attractive  
2 BDRM 

Apartments for 
lease in  
Skinker 

DeBaliviere. 
$650 & $700.

(314) 727-0471.

Welcome to  
McPherson 

Place!

Yes, beautiful new 
construction is 

available in the Skinker-
DeBaliviere neighborhood! 

The 5700 block of 
McPherson is home to a  

new community with a mixture of 
quality new and renovated homes, 

blending historical and contemporary. 
Starting at $339,900.

            8069 Clayton Road  •  St. Louis, MO  63117  •  314-862-7500

 Don Posegate Herb Mullins Rachel Boxdorfer 
 314-504-4487 314-706-4692 314-419-8989

Donnaland
By Jo Ann Vatcha

Concert Brings Harmony of Muslim and Jewish Music

Miss Claire, Hi Jack, and Adoring Meredith were 
photographed by Shuga Deluxe of Donnaland.
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Your home – it's supposed to be 
a refuge.  Isn't it?  When the day 
is over, you drive your tired body 
home to your "castle".  You want 
to be able to relax after a long day 
of the usual grind.  The children 
have probable already straggled in 
from school, attacked the fridge 
on the way to their rooms to 
do, of course, their homework, 
or whatever it is kids do these 
days.  But in their wakes are shoes, 
book bags, jackets, and hats.  Do 
you really want me to go on?  I 
don't think so.  This family has 
a double income with two kids; 
today's typical family.

Dad arrives home before mom, 
gets the mail, and throws it on 
the table, whichever table or flat 
surface is within throwing distance.  
Where to put the briefcase, jacket, 
and the lunch box?  Hum, what 
about in the hall way?  Mom arrives 
shortly after dad with several bags 
of groceries.  The perishable stuff 
goes into the fridge and the rest of 
the things stay on the counter or the 
kitchen table. That can wait until 
later.  Someone shouts, "What's for 

dinner?  We are starving."  Hum, 
you have plenty of food, but what 
do we make with it, and besides, 
everyone is hungry.  Who wants 
to cook?  Where would you eat 
it when groceries still cover the 
kitchen table?  The counters are 
cluttered with reminders of things 
left undone.  Go out and grab a 
bite to eat.  Everyone agrees that is 
much easier.  You leave the house 
with groceries half put away, daily 
leftovers from school and work 
strewn in the hall and on near by 
tables.

Does this feel like a haven to 
you?  Let's face reality you are 
drained when you get home.  
Homes do get cluttered.  It is a 
24/7 job not to fall into the trap 
of the cluttered home.  Wouldn't 
it be great if you could clean and 
straighten the house and it would 
stay that way for awhile?  Wrong!  
It doesn't work like that.  

As a professional organizer I 
find cutting clutter is overwhelming 
to most of my clients.  To keep 
stuff from building up, the family, 
the entire unit needs to agree that 

clutter is not acceptable.  In a 
family of four the mom cannot pick 
up after everyone, well she can but 
she will probably wear out pretty 
fast.  No one should bear the entire 
responsibility of keeping home the 
sanctuary.  It's not fair to mom, and 
who said that the rest of the family 
doesn't have any responsibility 
in keeping their home free from 
clutter?  Each member of the family 
needs to cooperate to achieve and 
maintain a comfortable, sane, and 
peaceful life.  

Clutter is an insidious thing.  It 
can disrupt our lives and drive us 
crazy.  Things are lost or forgotten.  
A feeling of unease possesses many 
people who have to deal with their 
clutter or the clutter of others.  
Why do we do this to ourselves?  
Does it really take longer to put 
something away?  I think that 
most people have too much "stuff".  
Really, how much "stuff" does a 
person need?  Anything we need 
is within a stone's throw.  Seriously 
don't let your "stuff" control you.  .  
Simplify, simplify, simplify!  
Organizing tips – C.L.A.I.M. 
your space

1. Clear the area you want 
to organize; sort in piles labeled; 
keep, recycle or donate, and throw 

away.
2. Love and use the items 

that you decide to keep.  The 
excuse "might" need, or "might" 
use someday just doesn't make an 
item worth keeping.  If you give it 
space, please love it.

3. Assign a "home" for everything 
that will take up space in your 
home.  If you want to keep it, 
give it a "home".  The item stays 
in its "home" and is returned to its 
"home" so everyone knows where 
to find it.

4. Identify the purpose for each 
room in your home and use the 
space for what it is intended.

5. Maintain the purpose and 
peace of your home by intentionally 
staying organized.  The time you 
spend getting to that point will 
ultimately make your life easier, 
happier, and more productive.

Organizing is a process.  It is 
ongoing.  It takes focus, attention, 
and intention.  The benefits of 
being organized are beneficial to 
your mind and surroundings.  Give 
yourself the gift of time and peace 
– Get organized.

For information about 
our services, go to www.
clutterconsultants.com, or call Trish 
Martin at 862-3138.

Neighbors Amy and Amrit Gill 
have done a great deal of rehab, 
first in our neighborhood and then 
on a larger scale at the Coronado 
and the Moolah Temple. Their 
good work continues: they are now 
completing the renovation of the 

old Bardenheier Winery located 
at Skinker and Olive.  The winery 
consisted of several buildings, and 
the Gills have attempted to maintain 
many of the original features, 
including skylights.  The newly 
named Loop Lofts have 104 one 

and two bedroom 
units.  They have 
a genuine loft feel 
and are light and 
bright.  A few of 
the units have 30 
foot ceilings and 
some are 1600 
square feet.

Given the 

establishment of Washington 
University’s north campus, it is 
not surprising that the school 
looked to these new loft-like units 
to accommodate an overflow crew 
of undergraduates.  Juniors and 
seniors will occupy 85 apartments.  
The university has signed a two 
year agreement with the Gills’ 
company.  The Gills plan on 
having a restaurant in one of the 
buildings.  

Also very involved with rehab 
efforts taking place in the Forest 
Park Southeast neighborhood, they 
have acquired 63 buildings there, 
both residences and businesses on 
Manchester.  Amrit wants to make 
that street like it once was.  They 
are using ideas from the Delmar 
Committee as guideposts.  They 
are drafting a redevelopment plan.  
They restored the building that the 
hot new restaurant, Five, is in and 
there are two other new restaurants 
close by.  They are also finishing 
two houses on Oakland east of 
Kingshighway now.  Manchester, 
or the entire neighborhood, 
depending on who’s talking, is now 

the Grove.  Our former alderman 
and neighbor, Dan McGuire, is 
working there for them.  Amy 
thinks of the Grove as resembling 
Skinker DeBaliviere 20 years ago.  
Hopefully, this ambitious and gutsy 
couple will be able to replicate 
Skinker DeBaliviere’s move toward 
stability and diversity.

The Gills have not forsaken 
our neighborhood.  They hope 
to construct a house on 57xx 
Pershing and are also interested 
in doing accessible housing here.  
Certainly the new LoopLofts are 
wonderful harbingers of what they 
might be able to do here. 

Cut the Clutter
By Trish Martin, Professional Organizer and Owner, Clutter Consultant, LLC 
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by next meeting.
* The Companion bakery deal for the 
Dobbs site may have fallen through.
* Washington University and the City of St. 
Louis have split the cost to have a traffic 
consultant for Liddell & Skinker, should 
have something in 30 days to show.
* Traffic signal at Enright and Skinker 
needs to be synchronized.
* Provided an update on the Forest Park 
& BJC lease– a committee of � aldermen 
(Wessels, Bosley, Conway & Krewson) 
have been assigned to take a look at 
this.  Brief discussion followed; both sides 
discussed.
ALDERMAN WILLIAMSON REPORTED
* 5700 Waterman– working with John 
Vincenzo to install lights
* 5800– 5900 DeGiverville– re ML growth 
foliage, needs to be maintained
* Carwash on Delmar– plans; plans are 
for a new fitness center, Dr. Raphael 
Williams is the owner; Saaman plans to 
build condos on the vacant lot
* 5850 DeGiverville– there was a fire
EXEC. COMMITTEE– DAN SCHESCH 
* Search committee will present 
finalists later this evening in Executive 
Session.
* Representation for 5700 Pershing 
& Waterman - A motion was made 
and seconded to approve. Carmen 
Fowler as an at large member.  Motion 
passed.  Corey Booker will be the 
alternate.
* Steve Givens has accepted a new 
position at the University and will 
no longer be able to represent the 
University on the SDCC Board.  Cheryl 
Adelstein has been named by the 
University as his replacement.
* A motion was made, seconded to 
accept Cheryl Adelstein as Steve's 
replacement.  Motion passed.
* A motion was made, seconded to 
recognize Steve Givens for his many 
years of service on the Council.  
Motion passed.
COMMITTEE/NEIGHBORHOOD 
REPORTS– DAN SCHESCH 
REPORTING
GARDEN TOUR
* Breakfast Garden Tour Saturday, 
June 3.
* Tickets were distributed for the 
Garden Tour and Board members were 
encouraged to sell their tickets, as this is 
one of our major fundraising events.
HOUSING CORP.– GARY BOEHNKE
* February minutes and the Housing Corp. 
report are included in the Board packet. 

Amy Gill with architects.

Working on the Periphery:  

The Gills Are At It Again
by Lana Stein



Have you heard about the move 
to remove Pluto from the list of 
planets? No, this isn't something 
that we can blame on W (for a 
change). It appears that for  many 
scientists, Pluto no longer makes 
the grade. It turns out that Pluto 
is  actually pretty small – less than 
one-fifth the size of Earth – and 
smaller than  some other objects 
that might qualify as planets. Pluto 
is an ectomorph. 

I hear the logic. I mean, there 
has to be some set of criteria or else 
anything that is in orbit might be a 
planet, and wouldn't that present a  
problem! 

Heaven forbid (pun intended!). 
It's only fair that Pluto shouldn't be  
planet if there are larger objects 
that are denied planet status. Fair 
is fair, even in outer space. So by 
the time you read this, wiser heads 
may have prevailed and Pluto make 
be defrocked. Alas, poor Pluto; I 
hardly knew ye.

My worry, however, is not about 
Pluto. Pluto will be just fine, thank 
you, however we define it. Heck, it 
probably doesn't even know it's a 
planet.  But if Pluto is deplaneted, 
what's next? Where do we draw the 
line?

 September 15, 2006, White 
House, Washington, D.C.: 
President Bush announced that he 
is considering removing Alaska's 
status as a state. "It's pretty far 
away," said Bush, "a bit north of 
Montana, and if it's no longer a 
state, then it will be easier for us to 
drill for oil." (An aide reminded the 
president that  Canada still exists 
and is between the U.S.A. and 
Canada.) 

September 30, 2006, White 
House, Washington, D.C.: 
President Bush announced that he is 
considering removing Hawaii from 
statehood. "It's pretty far away," 
said Bush, "a bit west of the Might 
Mississtate, then it will be easier for 
us to drill for oil." (An aide reminded 
the president that it's "Mighty" not 
"Might" Mississippi, and that Hawaii 
is west of California, in the Pacific 
Ocean, not just of the river.)

October 15, 2006, White House, 
Washington, D.C.: President Bush 
announced that he is considering 
removing New York City from 
the United States. "It's  pretty far 
away," said Bush, "east of Florida, 
and they're all Democrats anyway.  
We can sell it to Branson." (An aide 
reminded the president that New 
York City  is north of Florida and 
that Branson may not want to buy 
New York City.)

October 16, 2006, White House, 
Washington, D.C.: President Bush 
announced that he is considering 
turning the Washington Monument 

into an oil derrick.  "It's pretty far 
away," said Bush, "but it's by the 
reflecting pool and ruins the view 
of the Wilson Memorial, besides, 
we need the oil." (An aide reminded 
the president that the monument 
is less than a mile from the White 
House, that there is no Wilson 
Memorial, and that no one thinks 
oil is in the area.) 

October 17, 2006, White House, 
Washington, D.C.: President Bush 
announced that he is considering 
turning Mt. Rushmore into an 
amusement park. "If families with 
small children will go to the park for 
fun, the revenue can help reduce 
the  national debt," said Bush. "Plus, 
every child loves Huey, Dewey, 
and Louie." (An aide reminded 
the president that Mt. Rushmore 
features ex-presidents, not Donald  
Duck's nephews.)

October 18, 2006, White House, 
Washington, D.C.: President Bush 
announced that he is considering 
turning the Statue of Liberty into 
a lighthouse. "It's pretty far away," 
said Bush, "and I don't get there 
often enough to call it my home." 
(An aide reminded the president 
that he lives in the White House, 
not the light house.)

 October 19, 2006, White House, 
Washington, D.C. President Bush 
announced that he is considering 
buying Mexico. "It's not that far 
away," said Bush, "and if it becomes 
a state, I'll have solved the problem 
of illegal immigrants. (An aide was 
struck speechless and just looked 
agog at W.)

November 13, 2006, White 
House, Washington, D.C. President 
Bush announced that ice cream 
would no longer be called ice 
cream. "It's a rumor being spread to 
hurt my program of immigration," 
said Bush, "by people trying to link 
global  warming with ill eagles and 
immigration." (An aide reminded 
Bush that the term is "illegal" not 
"ill eagles." The aide started to say 
something but began to  giggle and 
was speechless.)

November 17, 2006, White 
House, Washington, D.C. President 
Bush announced that the sun will 
no longer be called the sun. "I'm a 
feministic," said Bush, and under 
my watch we'll change things a bit, 
so women can be recognized. The 
sun will now be called the daughter." 
(A new aide – the previous aide quit 
– reminded the president that son 
and sun are homonyms, words that 
sound the same but are spelled 
differently. "Don't bring up gays and 
lesbians," the president  replied, "I 
think marriage should be kept for 
men and women.") 

December 1, 2006, White House, 
Washington, D.C.: President Bush 
announced  that he was changing 

the names of a couple of other 
countries, just to make life  easier for 
the hardworking American worker. 
"Greece will become Crisco, and  
Turkey will become Gobble. New 
Zealand will become Old Zealand." 
(An aide reminded the president 
that other countries have their own 
governments.)  

December 2, 2006, White 
House, Washington, D.C. President 
Bush announced that we would 
soon have 47 states. "In an effort 
to make congress smaller, I am 
merging the following states: 
Nevada, Tulsa, Portland, and Ohio." 
(An aide reminded the president 
that two of these were cities.) 

December 7, 2006, White House, 
Washington, D.C. President Bush 
announced that evolution is just a 
theory. "It's like Paul Bunyan and his 
ox, Big Red,"  the presidents said. 
(An aide reminded the president 
that Paul Bunyan had nothing to 
do with evolution, and that his ox's 
name is Big Blue, anyway.)

January 13, 2007, White 
House, Washington, D.C. President 
Bush announced that he and his 
wife were going on an extended 
vacation. "But don't worry," said 
the president, "I am competent that 
Don Cheney will handle everything." 
(An aide reminded the president 
that the word is "confident," not 
"competent," that  his wife's name is 
Laura, and that the vice-president's 
name is Dick.)

January 25, 2007, White House, 
Washington, D.C.  President Bush  
announced that with less than a 
year left in office, "I want to thank 
the people  of Exxon for electing 
me to this high office." (An aide 
reminded the president  that Exxon 
is an oil company, and that he is 
president of the United  States.)

June 13, 2007, White House, 
Washington, D.C. President Bush 
announced that he was finally able 
to celebrate the end of the war. "I 
am pleased to announce that we 
are able to declare war is over," 
said the President, "and that we 
have defeated Finland." (An aide 
reminded the president that for the 
past year we have not been fighting 
Finland, but have been at war 
with Iraq, Iran, Syria, Cuba, North 
Korea, and Boston.)

July 11, 2007, White House, 
Washington, D.C. President Bush 
announced that he was formally 
entering the 2008 presidential 
election, and looked forward 
to serving the nation for three 
more years. (An aide reminded 
the president that presidential 
terms were four years, but that a 
president  could only serve  two 
terms, thus Bush could not stand 
for reelection. "I've had two terms?" 
Bush responded, "Really? Where 

did the time go?")
See, it all 

started with 
Pluto. Is nothing 
sacred? The next 
thing you know, 
the Cardinals will 
fire LaRussa, and 
they'll tear down 
Busch Stadium and 
replace it with a 
retro. From there, 
it's a short journey 
until TWA becomes 
American Airlines. 
Go, Pluto!
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