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By Jo Ann Vatcha

During the past
7 months, Bethany
Everett has capably
fulfilled the tasks at
the SDCC, organizing
events, interfacing
with committees, and
staffing the Board.
Bethany has resigned
to attend a master’s
program at UMSL
fulltime and serve as
a graduate assistant.
The Board decided
to seek an interim
director for 6 months
who would carry out
the duties while the
Board developed a
strategic plan. The
plan would then
address the director’s position and develop a job description for a
permanent director.
The Board received a number of applications for this interim
slot from qualified individuals. It chose David Whiteman as interim
director. He comes with sterling qualifications and familiarity with
the neighborhood. Several decades ago he lived here while a student
at Washington University. He then lived in the Central West End for
about thirty years and his three sons attended St. Roch. Whiteman
is an architect by trade. He spent most of his career at HOK. He
served as the managing director of their St. Louis office for 6 years
and for the last 12 he was director of global accounts. Fifteen years
ago, he took a brief hiatus from HOK and worked with Parkview
Gardens, redeveloping 21 residential buildings in the North Loop.
Whiteman left HOK in December 2009 and hoped to find work in
community development. The SDCC job seemed to be a perfect fit.
For the past 4 and 1/2 years, Whiteman and his wife have lived
in Parkview on the 63xx block of Washington. He was selected as
a Parkview agent in May of this year and attended his first SDCC
meeting in June. Whiteman urges residents to drop by the office and
say hello. He is also looking forward to upcoming events: Rags to
Riches, concerts, and Homecoming on September 25.

Another milestone has been passed for the venerable TIMES of
SKINKER-DEBALIVIERE, the "oldest neighborhood newspaper in St.
Louis." Our long-time archivist Art Santen noticed this summer that we
had published our 300th issue! Thanks to all the volunteers who deliver
the paper door-to-door on nearly every block in the neighborhood. It's
a big job, but so many of you have considered it YOUR job, and it is
greatly appreciated by all of us. With this issue, we welcome students
back to the neighorhood and say hello to new homeowners, with hopes
they will come to know and appreciate the wonderful neighborhood
they live in through the pages of our small newspaper.
It seems a good time to mention again that we have an online
presence as well. You can reach our current issue and the entire 40 year
archives by going online to www.stlouis.missouri.org/skinkerdebaliviere/
sd_times.
We're always recruiting volunteer writers, photographers, deliverers,
and organizers. Contact us at jvatcha@gmail.com or Lana Stein at
maxlana@sbcglobal.net or with "news of neighbors" to Rachel Boxdorfer
at rboxdorfer@charter.net.

The Boat Sails September 25
by Rachel Boxdorfer

"Love, exciting and new, come aboard, we're expecting you. The Love
Boat, soon will be making another run..." those are the words to the
old hit show them song, or something like that, anyway. And they have
been running through the heads of some of the Homecoming committee
members this summer.
As the 2nd Annual SDCC Homecoming approaches, it is time to
announce that the theme for this wacky fun-raising event this year is "The
Love Boat"! So prepare yourself for another fun evening with old and new
neighbors, wanna be neighbors, old and new friends, and people who just

$25 Million Grant for Trolley

Photo by Hope Edwards

Steve Brammeier and Rose Flynn strutted their stuff at the 2009 Homecoming.

Congressman Russ Carnahan, Joe Edwards, County Executive
Charlie Dooley, and Congressman Lacy Clay were on hand for the
presentation of a $ 25 Million grant awarded by US Undersecretary
of Transportation Roy W. Kienitz.

US
Undersecretary
of
Transportation Roy W. Kienitz
made the official announcement
in July of a urban circulator
streetcar programs grant of $25
Million for the Delmar Loop
Trolley. The grant fills a huge
part of the proposed $44 Million

project. The trolleys will run from
the Missouri History Museum in
Forest Park along DeBaliviere,
then go west on Delmar all the
way to the U City Lions Gates.
Of the remaining $19 Million,

Continued on p. 6

Trolley

like a good party, and mark your calendar now!
The party takes place Saturday, September 25th at Crossroads College
Prep School from 7:00 to 11:30. Tickets are $40 per person.
Included in the activities for the evening will be awards for best outfit (last
years winners will be hard to beat – Marj Weir and Jamie Kenyon). As a
guide for your planning, think creative formal or creative cruise wear. And
be warned, some folks were very imaginative last year! Party goers dug out
old prom dresses, letter jackets, bridesmaid dresses, and hit the resale shops
around town. The competition will likely be more intense and probably a
bit more on the silly side.
The committee is also hoping to have a silent auction featuring items
from some of our neighbors and local businesses. There will be music and
dancing all night, a cash bar, and the election of a new Homecoming King
and Queen (although the current King and Queen, Andy Cross and Rachel
Boxdorfer are considering giving it a second run). The election of the court
is entertaining in itself – so consider running or nominate a good sport
you know in the neighborhood. All proceeds from the evening will benefit
Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council.
Tickets will be available for sale through the Skinker DeBaliviere office
and committee members. For more information, to purchase tickets,
or to donate an item for the silent auction, call the Skinker DeBaliviere
Community Council office at 314-862-5122.
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Editor's Notebook

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council meets Second Monday of
each month, 7:00 p.m., Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council
Office, 6008 Kingsbury. Open to the public. Call David Whiteman at
862-5122 for more information.

by Lana Stein

The strategic planning process now being undertaken by the SDCC
can be very important in reviving and expanding participation. It
is to be hoped that any document produced can be shared with
neighbors through the Times. Although there are still some rough
spots, on the whole the neighborhood has stabilized considerably.
The lack of a discernible threat can often lead to complacency.
That is a threat in itself; our stability cannot be taken for granted.
Many neighbors come to events but do not participate in other
ways. A remarkable crowd attended the Aug. 14 concert, despite
intense heat and humidity.

SDCHC meets the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m.,
Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Office, 6008 Kingsbury.
Open to the public. Call Gary Boencke at 862-5122 for more
information.
Thursdays through Sept. Moonlight Paddleboat Picnic for
two includes bottle of wine, sandwiches, olives and cheese, fruit,
popcorn, choc biscotti, $32 per person, by reservation only... call the
Boathouse 367-2224.

One issue that needs to be addressed is the status of Washington
Heights. Board President Katarina Stierholz sees this as a very
significant matter as do Board members. The SDCC is sponsoring
a meeting on this question on Sept. 2 at the SDCC office, 6008
Kingsbury. A first step might be to revivify block units in the
eastern half of the neighborhood and let these units choose how
to be represented on the SDCC. It is almost 30 years since the
Washington Heights organization withdrew from the SDCC in
a dispute over the redevelopment of Nina Place. Since then, at
large members chosen by the Board have represented Washington
Heights. A representation based on geography and population
would be better. The western half of the neighborhood--Rosedale-has always been part of the SDCC. But its meetings to select
officers has not been well-attended in recent years. The current
SDCC Board is made up of many qualified men and women who
work hard to see neighborhood successes continue. But, many
neighbors know little of its activities. Again, hopefully the planning
process will lead to greater outreach and wider representation.

Saturday, September 18, a big weekend near Forest Park and The
Loop. It's Balloon Race Day, and PLAYstl featuring 100 acts on 7
stages throughout the Loop.
Thursday, September 23, Neighborhood Safety Seminar, sponsored
by Washington University, Regional Arts Commission, 6128 Delmar,
6:00-7:30 p.m. Free shuttle service for students at 5:15 p.m.
Coordinated by Quadrangle Housing and the Skinker-DeBaliviere
Community Council. For more information, call Lynnette Williamson,
Quadrangle Housing, 935-9511.
Saturday, September 25: 2nd Annual SD "Homecoming," at
Crossroads School, $40 per person, benefiting Skinker DeBaliviere
Community Council activities. For more information, call Skinker
DeBaliviere Community Council office at 862-5122 or contact Rachel
Boxdorfer.
Saturday, October 16 10:00 am, FREE: Get tips from the Bowood
Farms staff on creating a “light garden” or garden room, using
artificial lights that supplement what the sun can do for over-wintering
your annuals, herbs and tropical plants! 4605 Olive St. in the Central
West End, 63108. Call (314) 454-6868
Sunday, October 31, 2010, 5:00 p.m., FREE and open to all:
Halloween Party at St. Roch Gym, 6050 Waterman.

Skinker-DeBaliviere is a City Historic District.
Window and door replacements require a Cultural
Resource Office permit. Please call Katie Kurtz
496-5083 or CRO 622-3499.

Deadline for next issue: Oct. 15, 2010. Please send
copy by e-mail to jvatcha@gmail.com or by disc to 6008
Kingsbury, St. Louis, MO 63112.
Readers are welcome to send us e-mail or letters commenting on any of
our content. Send to jvatcha@gmail.com or maxlana@sbcglobal.net.

Moving on... Skinker DeBalivere
Community Council wishes Bethany
Everett well as she embarks on her next
career move as a graduate assistant at
the University of Missouri St. Louis.
Bethany has been with the council for
three years and has been a tremendous
help through a difficult transition period.
We also congratulate Bethany on her
recent engagement! We look forward
to still seeing her at neighborhood
events and at the Homecoming in
September as Bethany has now joined
the committee as a volunteer and she has already served as a 'volunteer'
at one of our neighborhood concerts! We will really miss her.
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Thanks, Bethany!

Rags to Riches 2010 at the Burkes on McPherson.
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News of Neighbors
By Rachel Boxdorfer

It seems summer has flown by and been very
busy for many of our neighbors. Therefore,
we have a bit of catching up to do. To begin,
congratulations go out to St. Roch School
Principal Gloria Openlander, who received
the Distinguished Alumni Award from HarrisStowe University in May. Mrs. Openlander
was recognized for her accomplishments in
education and as an educator for 32 years.
Eight individuals received the award. Tom
Hoerr, Ph.D. and Head of New City School
received an Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters from Harris Stowe at the same time.
Tom and wife Karleen are longtime Skinker
DeBaliviere residents from the 6100 block of
Kingsbury.
Many Skinker DeBaliviere families grew over
the summer as well! Mary Carter Klucznik
was born on June 8 to proud parents Molly
and Brian Klucznik, of Chicago. Molly grew
up in Parkview and is the daughter of the
late Mary and Charlie Fleener of Parkview.
Proud big brother is Henry and a large crowd
of McGroarty cousins on the 6100 block of
McPherson are also thrilled!

was held at daughter Kathleen's house and was
well attended by friends and family who had a
wonderful time despite a downpour of rain.
Several other longtime residents celebrated
some big anniversaries this summer. Happy
49th Anniversary to Marj and Brad Weir
of the 6100 block of Westminster. Happy
55th Anniversary to Rick and Joan Bender
of the 6100 block of Kingsbury. And happy
21st Anniversary to Margie and Ken Cohen,
formerly of the 6100 block of Kingsbury. We
wish them all many more happy years together.
Angie Meara surprised husband Sean with
a 39th birthday party at Joe's Cafe on July
17th. Family, friends and neighbors toasted
Sean. Angie and Sean live on the 5900 block
of Pershing along with their children Olive and
Van who also recently celebrated birthdays.
Claudio Olalla from Spain spends his
summers every year with the Voss family of the

L to r: Claudio Olalla, Zachary Voss, Alvaro Gudiswitz,
Michael Clark (a friend from U. City), Simon
Handmaker, Theo Banaszak, Emil Banaszak

John and Jane Cross continued to have
reason to celebrate over the summer when
they marked their 50th wedding anniversary
on the 4th of July. They were married in New
York and moved to St. Louis to attend graduate
school at Saint Louis University. A lovely party

Congratulations all around to the Kurtz family!
As we share the good news and welcome
new additions to our families in this column,
we also often have to share the news of the
passing of old friends and neighbors. The 6100
block of Kingsbury was saddened on April 6th
by the passing of longtime resident Jim Dyer.
Jim was the father of daughters Joy and Kay
and the late Kathleen Dyer. Another longtime
Skinker DeBaliviere resident was Ilene McGinn
who lived for years on the 6000 block of
Pershing and was a longtime parishioner at St.
Roch. Ilene passed away on July 7th.
And most difficult to report are the deaths
of people who seem to be with us for far too
short a time. In this case, Paul Michaelson,
of the 5800 block of Pershing. Paul was
only 43 years old and lost his battle with
cancer on August 6th. He leaves behind a
beautiful young family; wife Angelica, daughter
Gabriella, and son, Isaac. Paul taught at Saint
Louis University High School and was active
in Skinker DeBaliviere, most notably serving
until his death as the co-chair of the security
committee.
With the departure of Bethany Everett, we
welcome as the new (temporary) Administrative
Director for the Skinker DeBaliviere Community
Council David Whiteman. David is a resident
of Parkview and has an impressive resume that
will help our neighborhood and the community
council as we complete some strategic planning
and move forward through our transition and
into the future. Welcome, David!

Speaking of the McGroarty clan from the
6100 block of McPherson, Peter Edward
and Gertrude "Gertie" Catherine McGroarty
arrived safe and sound on July 19th. Gertie
weighted in at 6lbs 10 ozs and Peter was 7
lbs 6 ozs, both 20 inches long. Sean and

Cristina McGroarty report all are doing well
and that big brothers Charlie, Brendan, Joe
and Patrick and thrilled and helping out when
they can with the babies. Peter was named
after his grandpa, Edward Peter McGroarty,
and Gertie's namesake is the mother of the late
Mary Fleener, the "original" Nana, Gertrude
Clearly. Congratulations! Peggy Hermes of
the 6100 block of Kingsbury was thrilled to
report that daughter
Lucy and husband
Matt
Solomon
welcomed a baby
girl in Los Angeles
on August 5th. And
John and Jane
Cross, former (and
long time residents)
Peggy Hermes' new
of the 6100 block
granddaughter, Anabelle
of
Kingsbury
Bluebird.
welcomed their first
grandson (up to this point they have only
had grand-daughters) this summer. Conor
Henry Francis Cross was born on June 28th
in Holland to parents Geno and Charlotte
Cross. Conor will no doubt be well cared for
by big sisters Josephine, Isabelle, and Cessie.
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6100 block of McPherson and the Guidiswitz
family of the 6100 block of Washington. So
many of Claudio's Skinker DeBaliviere friends
were more than happy to celebrate Spain's
World Cup Victory with him! Some of the
soccer enthusiasts were Zachary Voss, Alvaro
Gudiswitz, Simon Handmaker, Theo and
Emil Banaszak.
Katie and Paul Kurtz of the 6100 block
of Kingsbury, had a busy spring with son Jim
graduating from Regis University (Denver) in
May. Jim will spend the upcoming school
year coaching middle school soccer, basketball,
and baseball at Crossroads College Prep. He
is pursing the next step in getting a degree in
communications, especially radio broadcasting.
Nick Kurtz graduated from Crossroads in
May with an Alumni Association Scholarship
(covering freshman book expenses) and will be

Welcome to new neighbors Kim and Gene
Gladstone on the 6100 block of Westminster.
They are happy to be homeowners in our
neighborhood and have already attended the
BBQ Concerts and the Party for Neighbors Old
and New at the Vatchas last month.
Shannon McPherron, eldest son of Tom
and Sharon McPherron, was recognized for
his significant archeological discovery in the
August 18th edition of the St. Louis PostDispatch. The fascinating story of his find
in Ethiopia suggests that early humans used
tools far earlier than had previously been
believed. The full text of the story can be found
online at http://www.stltoday.com/news/
local/metro/article_0531c8a4-1d8f-59d69189-a86211b685d5.html or by searching for
“Shannon McPherron Post-Dispatch” through
your search engine. Shannon and his family
lived in Rosedale for many years. His parents
still live in the Central West End. (Thanks to
Don Walker, who first alerted us to this story.)
Finishing out the column, I would like to just
comment on how nice it has been in The Loop
(at least in my opinion) – to have the drum
circle back in the heart of The Loop. The drum
circled had been moved for a while, but is now
back on Sundays sharing their rhythm and beat
for all of us to enjoy as we stroll, shop, eat, and
enjoy The Loop and it's many offerings.
That's all the news for this issue. Do you
have some news to share? Please send your
items to Rachel Boxdorfer at rboxdorfer@
prudentialalliance.com with the subject line
"News of Neighbors".

starting Wittenberg University in Ohio. And
son Nate returns to Coe College in Iowa and
will play his third year on the Varsity Soccer
Team. Not to be left out of the news, Paul
has started a new job with EPS Settlements.
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Tidbits from the Skinker-DeBaliviere Review Committee
by Katie Kurtz

At our recent meeting on August 3rd, we
tossed around different ideas for this issue’s
article. No real clear theme emerged but a
variety of smaller ideas. So this is going to be a
collection of comments about living in a historic
district.
1. If an owner is interested in painting
exterior house trim, all the paint companies have
collections, which are coordinated by colors.
Certain historic periods have been researched
and it is possible to use colors which would have
been popular at the time. Driving our streets
will show how various owners have used color
to enhance the architectural features of their
homes. In addition, the Skinker-DeBaliviere
Historic District ordinance requires that brick
facades which have not been painted, remain
natural brick. However, if one has been painted

SDCC Meeting, Monday, June 14, 2010
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order
by Michael Noble at 7:07. Michael introduced
and welcomed new board member David
Whiteman from Parkview. David replaces Bob
Mahon as the Parkview rep.
Financials Michael Noble presented, Cheryl
commented that Bethany is getting very good
at the entries. Cheryl has not had a chance
to review, but it looks like most things are
included. Dan Lodholtz made motion to
approve, Karin Hagaman seconded the motion.
Guest Presentation I:
Nancy Thompson with Great Rivers
Greenway presented. Centennial Greenway
and St. Vincent Greenway go through our
neighborhood. Nancy is Project Manager for
the St. Vincent Greenway. Starting at History
Museum, going north through Porter Park to
Etzel, left to Skinker is basically where it goes
through our neighborhood. She reviewed
the plans and map and said that includes
the ‘wheels and heels’ plan. Copies of plan
were handed out. Good news that sidewalk
and doorways will be in tact for merchants.
Drawing for Porter Park were not yet available:
will re-grade the park and hope to have more
visibility into the park (per police request),
more attractive new benches too. Possibly a
fountain will also be installed, They have also
finalized a contract with Better Family Life to
do some maintenance of some of the trail and
also patrol of some of the trail for trail users.
Project goes to engineering in the fall and
construction hopefully in 2011. It all depends
on the budget process.
Guest Presentation II:
John Sondag with AT & T was present
(brought in due to concerns of neighborhood
residents about the boxes installed on 6100
Kingsbury, almost at Skinker). He introduced
Denny Douglas who was here to help with
more technical questions. Telephone and
existing DSL service was provided to residents
on existing copper wires. Increased DSL
service requires a wider band width. This
requires the installation of the cabinets to
provide the services and place them in the
neighborhoods (running fiber from central
office to cabinet). Three cabinets are
necessary, one takes signal, one provide power,
and one provides traditional telephone service
(to put it simply). There is a hold on what
will happen with the boxes at Kingsbury and
Skinker. Lyda has requested that they move
it. AT & T said no. The hearing to put them
there was three years ago. The city counselor is
looking to see if the permit that was issued was
still valid when they put it in. AT & T is willing
to landscape, but is waiting to see if it will be
moved. AT & T said they do have limitation
on where they can put the boxes. As far as
landscaping, they would want to work with
the neighborhood in a plan for landscaping.
Lyda suggested they try and come back with
landscaping suggestions for the neighborhood.
The boxes cannot be painted because it voids
the warranty. If the city counselor decides
the permit was no longer valid, maybe they
would have to move. But John Sondag said
that they got word that it was still okay. Lyda
hopes there is still a chance that the boxes
will be moved. Lyda thanked them for being
at the meeting. She pointed out they are just
doing their jobs. Michael said he agreed with
what the AT & T reps said earlier, maybe they
should reach out to neighborhoods in the future
before them. Michael suggested that Michael,
Katrina, and others can serve on the landscape
committee to work with AT & T if we are not
successful in getting it moved. Denny added
one last item, that they just approved an all in
one box, consolidating two of the boxes. John
left brochures and information.
Aldermanic Report: Lyda was present asked
if people were familiar with the building being
proposed on Delmar by the old Original Cast
Lighting. She reported that Dick Blick Art
Supply is moving to The Loop in the old
automotive place at Limit and Delmar. The

in the past, and an owner wants to repaint,
paint colors should match a brick color. Given
St. Louis’ wide variety of brick, that doesn’t
limit someone to just red.
2. Glass block is not an appropriate material
to be used when visible from the street. As
mentioned in the spring article, Quadrangle
Properties (Washington University) is actually
removing glass block from their property at
6100 Pershing as part of an overall renovation
of the building. While it does provide security,
there are other solutions. Historically, wrought
iron bars were used. In addition, there is now
non-shattering glass which can be installed.
3. Prior to the district being established in
the late 1970s and when the area was perceived
as having crime issues, owners erected chain
link fences in their front yards. Steel colored

New Highlands Golf Course and driving range
are now open in Forest Park. Great view at
the restaurant. She also reported that she just
talked to a man today about the old Velocity
space for an adult day care. It would be state
funded and VA funded. Lyda did not think
this was a great idea for this space. The
traffic signal at Union and Lindell has been on
flashing for several weeks and apparently the
conduit is burned up in the bridge deck… the
street department is supposed to be stringing
some wires to fix it for now as the bridge
work/replacement would be years away. Lyda
thinks a round about would be a good idea.
Dan Lodholtz and some others present did
not like the idea. Lyda thinks it would work
better than the one at Hampton because the
Hampton entrance/round about is so busy
(60% of the traffic entering Forest Park enters
there). Lyda says it is a thought for the future.
They paved the 5700 block of Waterman. The
signal at Forest Park and Skinker has been
re-tweaked (a bunch) and it is probably as good
as it is going to get. Michael thanked Lyda for
her continued attendance.
SDCHC: Gary Boenke referred to his report
and said he could answer any questions. Gary
did bring up a couple of houses on 5700 De
Giverville that have basically been abandoned.
One of them was boarded up recently. Lyda
said there were violation issues. Michael asked
about a building on 5700 McPherson and Gary
said no developers have been able to make the
project work.
Beautification Committee: Andy said he does
have design ideas for the AT & T boxes, but
hopes the boxes go away (AT & T reps were
gone). Breakfast Garden Tour was a huge
success. They had great participation from the
health inspector and Andy said we now have
to pay $50 for every permit for these events.
So there will be more cost even the events.
The tour raised over $1300. Andy said it is a
preliminary number and he did not know how
many board members still had ticket money.
He thanked Arlene Webb and Jon Parker for
their work. He thanked all volunteers. The
Dog Show was also very nice this year. Now
he will be working on the concerts. The issues
is whether or not the WEAC money had been
reimbursed since it was shifted out of the
account (to put it nicely). We will have to work
on that. The Arts Council will need to meet.
Fundraising Committee: Rachel Boxdorfer
reported that the Friends Campaign has
brought in over $6000 and that board
members should get their donations in (per
Katrina’s request last meeting). Next up:
Dining Out for Skinker DeBaliviere is next
Tuesday, June 22. Participating restaurants
all day and night are; Ben & Jerry’s, Blueberry
Hill, Cicero’s, Eclipse at the Moonrise, Market
Pubhouse, Mi Ranchito, Noodles & Co., Pam’s
Chicago Style Dogs, & Pin Up Bowl. Please
forward the emails and possibly host a location.
This is a great fundraising opportunity for the
neighborhood. The Homecoming Committee
is hard at work. Corporate sponsor letters
have gone out; Jump Co. is in again as in-kind
sponsor. Rachel will also talk to the West End
Word. The committee is working on some fun
theme ideas: next meeting is June 28.
Security Committee: Arline Webb reported
that the minutes are attached. She said that
Devin Strikland was (hopefully) arrested for
allegedly stealing Wash U Computers. She
does not know if he has been put back in
jail but reminded neighbors not to hire him.
Next meeting is July 14. Arlene encoursaged
attendance.
Corporate Compliance: Waiting on Strategic
Planning information.
Strategic Planning: Cheryl reported that
the intern is working on getting the survey
out. There will be hard copies and electronic.
There will be ‘stakeholder’ interviews as well.
This will all come together in the fall and then
will result in a board retreat where we put
the information together and come up with a
mission statement/ David Whiteman asked
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chain link, when visible from the street, is not
allowed in the district. However, it can be
painted green or black to make is disappear
into the landscape. Better yet, as a means to
inexpensively enhance a property, an owner
could remove the old fencing.
4. Venita Lake, a committee member,
put together an excellent illustrated brochure
explaining the historic district ordinance
applicable guidelines. It is available at the
Council office; please call 862-5122 for office
hours. It was also given out with new neighbor
packets.
We are meeting the second Wednesdays of
each month; September 8th at 7 p.m. is our
next meeting. If anyone would like to attend
and discuss a project, please call either Katie
Kurtz at 496-5083 or Nancy Hohmann at
267-8887. We meet at the Council office and
meeting usually last a hour. At any time if there
are questions about the guidelines or standards,
please feel free to either of us.

the nature of the survey, which Cheryl says will
include neighborhood issues, information on
residents, likes/strengths of the neighborhood,
why people choose to live here, etc….
New Business: Les Mason brought up National
Night Out August 3.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 (ish?).

SDCC Meeting, Monday, July 12, 2010
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order
by President Katrina Stierholz at 7:05 pm.
Financials: Dan reported on the financials.
We’re still soliciting bids from CPAs, have
received a couple. There are some issues with
Davis Associates, which are being addressed.
The internal financial systems are working
well. Cheryl addressed a minor issue with the
QuickBooks reports. Bethany is reconciling
all of the bank statements currently, with
some oversight from Cheryl. While everything
is being entered correctly, there is some
discrepancy regarding the classification of
payroll and liability taxes. The reports make
it appear that there is a payroll surplus of
some $20,000, which is not so. Though
we are under budget, it is by no means that
large. Norb asked about how we are to go
about creating financial clarity. Are we going
to stick with Davis Associates and the current
bookkeeping measures? Katrina asked Dan
about the bids that we have received. He
responded that we have received a few bids,
and are waiting to hear back from others.
Katrina asked if the Board would like to make a
motion to accept the financials as submitted or
table them.
Administrative Director’s Report: Katrina
thanked Bethany for all of her hard work,
especially in the last year. She said there are
potentially two options; replace Bethany with
some sort of temporary administrative position
or hire an executive director. While hiring a
more temporary employee would be quicker,
but hiring an executive director would spare
having two searches, though take longer. Sean
brought up that he knows some one who has
experience as an executive director, who would
likely be willing to work on an interim basis.
Norb made a motion to give the executive
committee permission to hire a temporary
employee to fill the vacancy. Cheryl added that
there needs to be financial controls in place so
that any temporary person will not have too
much access to the accounts. Michael restated
the motion, clarifying that the executive
committee would have the discretion to hire a
temporary administrative employee
Aldermanic Report:
Liutenant Aubichaun (?) introduced himself
and stated that Capt. Spiess would be here to
introduce himself, but he just had knee surgery
a few days ago. Lt. Aubichaun added that we
would be very pleased with the entry of Capt.
Joe Spiess – he has previously lowered crime
rates in other areas. Lt. briefly went over his
past with the SLMPD. He went over the crime
statistics in the neighborhood; burglaries and
car thefts are down. Unfortunately, more cars
are being broken into, with items being taken
from the vehicles. He highly recommended not
leaving anything in your car – and promoting
this to your neighbors. Hiding items is not
enough, thieves will break in to search though
your car. Lt. asked that residents alert the
police of unknown vehicles driving around,
loitering/looking around suspiciously. Don’t be
afraid to call 911 when you think something
is wrong, the police will question the persons,
and release them if there is not cause. There
is a slight rise in the amount of gun incidents
lately. Lt. believes it may be due to the U-City
police pushing them out of their area into the
City. He is going to ask his Capt. to discuss
the issue with the U-City police. He added that
on the weekends they are having to shut down
the Shell station at times due to the juveniles
crowding in that region. Cheryl asked if there

are more car break-ins in the areas with higher
concentrations of students. Lt responded
affirmatively, noting that the students are not
always so careful with leaving their things in
plain view. Sean asked Lt. if it is a good idea
to confront the unknown individual politely. Lt.
responded that he could, but it may cause him
to be targeted – he should probably just call
911 with a description. Sean noted that their
response time has been quick and effective.
Norb asked about the assignment of officers
to areas. He added that there seems to be
an influx of new officers. Lt. responded that
he believed Capt. Spiess would be here for
awhile, and generally officer rotations follow as
captains change.
Bus Issues: Norb reported on the issue of
bus traffic in the area, school and Metro. He
said that he has hit a brick wall in dealing with
Metro. There are 40 buses coming in and out
of the area each day. Many of them are part
of the desegregation effort. He would like the
Council to try to address the issue, and get the
parties involved to come to the table to discuss
it. Katrina noted that she had talked to another
resident of Waterman – who confirmed that
the buses were quite loud and shook the house.
She asked about the transportation committee
and whether this would fall under their purview.
She is looking for a chair to reengage this
committee so that this and other issues could
be addressed. Norb noted that he probably
shouldn’t chair the committee due to his own
personal involvement. David asked Cheryl if
she knew how many of the buses were used
by Wash U. She noted that none of the buses
are exclusively used by Wash U – that they just
pay for the passes. Holly Stone noted that the
Metro buses are barreling down the road, while
children are playing. Michael added that the
safety angle would probably be the best way to
go. Jamie and Norb will be on the committee,
along with other members of the community.
Beautification Committee: Andy started off
by thanking Bethany for all of her help on
“hundreds” of projects. He asked for more
volunteers to help water the flowers around
Four Corners. He noted that there will be
volunteers in the neighborhood from Gateway
Greening in early August to help beautify.
WEAC: National Night Out is on August 3rd,
and there will be two other concerts following
this event.
Fundraising Committee: Rachel commented on
Dine Out, there was a good turn out; especially
at Market Pub House and Mi Ranchito..
Homecoming is September 25 at Crossroads.
Tickets have gone down from last year, only
$40 per ticket. Sponsorship solicitation letters
have went out to previous sponsors and new
interests. There will be a shuttle delivering
patrons to and from the event. Thanks to
Jamie for coordinating the route. Jump
Co. and West End Word have agreed to be
sponsors again this year with generous in-kind
donations.
Strategic Planning: Katrina noted that the
committee has created a survey to access the
neighborhood’s needs and wants from the
Council. Wash U has agreed to pay for the
postage for those who would like to fill out a
paper version of the survey. A flyer will go out
to residents in the coming weeks promoting
the survey via the website, with the option of
contacting the office for a paper copy.
New Business: Candidate Forum, July 22,
2010, at 7 pm.
Vincent asked about the arrest of former
executive director, Darcell Braylock. The DA
has decided to press charges, two charges of
theft of over $500. It did go to a grand jury
– they issued an indictment. There is a trial
setting date of mid August.
Katrina adjourned the meeting into Executive
Session at 8:50 pm.
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Joe and Beth Hogan refinished
their addition, replaced fences,
built two porches, and installed
one rockin' pool in just a few
by Andy Cross
short years. With colorful, low
It is unusual to find enough
maintenance knock-out roses,
gardens on only one block to hold
hydrangeas, clematis and weeping
an entire tour there, but that's what
cherry, surrounded by smooth Iowa
we were able to do this year as the
River Stone, the yard stays clean
6100 block of Kingsbury offered a
when stampeded by kids, two dogs,
variety of fine yards.
and guests.
The first garden on the tour was
The following two artist's yards
Tom and Karleen Hoerr's cool
belong to two long-time neighbors
and colorful shade garden with
in Skinker DeBaliviere; these
a spacious deck, grand pergola,
descriptions are taken from the
three-season enclosed porch, and
Garden Tour Book:
a "Giverny" iris garden in the alley.
Jim and Helen Hitchcock
liriope, lilies of many kinds, lemon
Like walking into a painting by
balm, astilbe, peonies, and beea famous impressionist master,
balm all stand out over the dark
Mother
Nature's
paintbrush
mulch which keeps order and
complements this artist's backyard
moisture in the soil and accentuates
dappling a patina on all of its
the colors of the plants.
surfaces. The faceted old brick
Next, two side-by-side yards
patio is softened by the texture
with open fences make a larger
and multiple shades of green of
breathable yard for block captain
the ancient mosses. The layered
Cindy and Mike Ormsby and
canopy with gentle drooping
neighbors Lenny and Susanne
sycamore branches enclose and
Knese. Both yards have been
protect the yard.
The mossy
completely renewed in the past
impressionist pattern is continued
year. The Ormsbys have a unique
on the bricks of the garage, the
fountain left by former owners
bark of the trees, the old bench, and
Dan Shea and Kathleen Williams.
even the candle chandelier. The
Made by Kathleen's father, the
teacup ivy floor and euyonomous
fountain can be re-arranged to
walls are allowed to spill, scramble,
flow and splash in different ways.
and play.
The vertical and
The Kneses created a new version
horizontal lines of the porch and
of Betty and Bob Newsham's
deck, also softened by the moss are
(B.G.tour 2003) pool and patio
accentuated by well-placed potted
with a new built-in pool, patio,
plants which offer shades of purple
and an outdoor kitchen. Susanne
to the composition. A peaceful,
moved all of Betty's plants into the
gurgling fountain might be the only
breezeway during construction, and
sound you hear, which captures
the bricks from the old patio have
the imagination of anyone's artistic
been distributed to other yards in
sensibilities.
the neighborhood.
Jean-Robert and Virginia
John Sappington and Mary
Leguey-Feilleux
Karr have a mission-style shade
Another artist's backyard, with
garden and patio accented with
striking contract to the Hitchcock's
hydrangeas, evergreens, boxwood,
impressionist
garden,
this
yard
is
of
graceful order
and
design,
yet
Virginia
says it is low
maintenance,
mostly. A yard
of this quality
can only be
accomplished
by decades of
care. Virginia
rooted
the
small
yews
and boxwoods
herself, along
with the tall
Karleen Hoerr, Virginia Leguey-Feilleux, and Helen
cedar tree in
Hitchcock
the back. She
also started a
ivies, yew, juniper, and winding
maple tree by the garage which
graceful branches of magnolia
grew for 42 years and just came
trees, redbuds and witch hazel,
down last fall.
"All the large
which makes a tranquil, welcoming
yews and junipers were the size
yard all year long.
of basketballs when we came in

1966. For years I trimmed them
with scissors. Shears came later."
Many children in S.D. in the 60's
and 70's remember jumping on
the Leguey-Feilleux trampoline for
hours. After we grew up the
area became the central garden.
This classical yard has the
color palette of deep green,
white, black, and shades of
terra cotta.
Both of our artists
on today's tour, Helen
Hitchcock with husband
Jim, and Virginia LegueyFeilleux
along
with
husband Jean-Robert, have
been active with S.D. for
decades, raising families
and helping to stabilize our
neighborhood.
The Kingsbury Animal
Hospital was also a feature
on our tour, with shaded
areas surrounding the
parking spaces and providing
quiet areas for customers
and neighbors to enjoy. Dr.
Steve Brammeier created
the planting designs himself,
and has colorful, healthy
plants and flowers on all
sides of the building.
Ken and Patricia Burton have
a rich collection of so many kinds
of plants and flowers all rescued
from "the dead shelf" – plants at
nurserys which are one step away
from being composted. For small
change and some sunlight, water,
and care, Patricia has created a
botanical haven. She even has
a Japanese garden at the alley;
a vulnerable location
at the intersection
of Rosedale. Large
and small plants,
perennials and even
annuals
can
be
brought to fruition for
pennies if they have a
little attention.
This year's puzzle,
when the pieces
were collected and
assembled, spelled
the words "praying
mantis",
with
a
drawing of the creature
on the reverse side of
the page. Tourgoers
who collected the
puzzle pieces received
a book with drawings
and facts of these
amazing creatures.
Thanks to all who
opened their yards
and
participated
in this year's tour.
Also, thank you to
Jon Parker for his
ham-smoking skills
and to Long Acre
Farms in the Loop,
for assistance with
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fresh produce, and to dedicated
volunteers Arlene Webb and Jim
Signor, for their help. And thank
you to all our other volunteers,
and all who attended this tour to
help support the neighborhood of
Skinker-DeBaliviere.

Pat Burton
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Regional Arts Commission Celebrates Silver
by Lana Stein

Vince Schoemehl, Mayor, City of St. Louis, 1981-1993; Carolyn Losos,
longtime chair of Regional Arts Commission and of Leadership St.
Louis, Rocco Landesman, director of the National Endowment of the
Arts, and Jill McGuire.

On a lovely May evening, numerous art lovers and friends gathered to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Regional Arts Commission (RAC)
at its offices on 61xx Delmar. The crowd included past and present
board members and elected officials. Among those present was former
mayor, Vince Schoemehl, who, along with former county executive
Gene McNary, created RAC in 1985. Funded by a dedicated tax on
hotels and restaurants in the city and in the county, RAC provides funds
to prominent arts organizations such as the Saint Louis Symphony and
Opera Theatre of St. Louis as well as neighorhood arts groups (e.g.,
West End Arts Council) and medium-sized troupes.
RAC and its director, Jill McGuire, were delighted to have Rocco
Landesman, the director of the National Endowment of the Arts, as
special guest at the festivities. A native of the area, Landesman spoke
at length of the importance of the region’s cultural institutions and the
vital role that RAC plays in making the arts availble to the St. Louis area.
He noted the cultural value of the arts at every level and especially what
some may forget: The arts are a significant economic development tool.
They are an important provider of jobs.
The beautiful RAC facility on the edge of our neighborhood has
rotating art exhibits open to the public and is home to meetings and
some live performances.

Delmar Update

Trolley

In our June issue, plans were announced for a revamped building and
parking lot at 6108 Delmar, the Shapiros’ former site of the Original
Cast Lighting. The plans elicited several comments by email to the
Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council, which passed them along to
the City’s Cultural Resources Dept. and their Preservation Commission,
through the Delmar Commercial Committee.
The final approval took many concerns into account: the walls
around the parking lot will be less severe and the size of the parking lot
reduced somewhat to minimize the look of “concrete.” Landscaping
and lighting were added as well. Signage for the new retail spaces is still
being reviewed.

approximately $5-8 Million will
come from private donations,
and another $9 Million has
been pledged from East-West
Gateway Council of Governments
and the St. Louis Development
Corporation, a City of St. Louis
agency. The History Museum will
also participate in the fundraising
efforts; Washington University
is also an important supporter.

in 1966, overhead wires will
power the trolleys, although hybrid
engines will power the vintagelooking vehicles in Forest Park.
Edwards said that while the initial
cost for the hybrid vehicles is
higher than simply renovating
older trolley cars, the project would
save money on installing the poles
and wires required to go around
corners. Additionally, it would
remove the need for overhead
wires around the History Museum,
which is a key supporter of the

Photo by Hope Edwards

Continued from p. 1

28th Ward Alderman Lyda Krewson, Congressman Lacy Clay, Joe
Edwards, and 26th Ward Alderman Frank Williamson.

The balance will come from sales
taxes already being collected at
Loop businesses. Operating the
trolley will cost about $ 2-4 Million
a year, and this will be partially
paid by a one-cent sales tax in
the Transportation Development
District, already approved by
voters.
Fares from passengers
will fill part of the remaining need;
selecting the operator and figuring
out fares will be decided in the
coming year.
Construction is due to start
next year on the "St. Vincent
Greenway" connector along
DeBaliviere to Forest Park, and
that design has been planned to
be compatible with the planned
trolley. Following the route of the
old streetcar lines which ceased

trolley project.
Along Delmar, the trolley
project will connect neighborhoods
and bolster the successful links
between the City of St. Louis
and University City forged by the
success of Joe Edwards' other
great projects, including the
Pageant Theater, the Moonrise
Hotel, the Tivoli Theatre, and his
original restaurant, Blueberry Hill,
a constant tourist attraction along
According to Edwards, this is "a
game changer for this exciting and
culturally diverse urban district,"
on what the American Planning
Association calls "one of the ten
Great Streets in America." The
trolley will connect as many as 12
million annual visitors to St. Louis
and Forest Park with the Loop and
our neighborhoods.
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New trash rules – and containers
by Lana Stein

Like many American cities, St. Louis has experienced considerable
revenue shortfalls during this Great Recession. Cities must have balanced
budgets and St. Louis had over a $40 million shortfall. Because of the
need to enhance revenue, the city will now join most jurisdictions in the
County in charging for trash pick-up. The charge will be $11 per month
and appear quarterly on our water bills.
In addition to a regular trash pick-up and a yard waste pick-up, the
city will institute single stream alley recycling. Special blue dumpsters
will be placed in the alleys. We will be able to deposit the following in
these dumpsters:
• cardboard
• paper (e.g., junk mail)
• magazines and catalogs
• newspapers
• aluminum, steel, and tin (vegetables) cans
•-all plastic labeled 1,2,3,4,5, or 7
• glass bottles
All items that contained food or beverages need to be rinsed off.
Many neighboring communities provide recycling as part of their trash
collection. This is a first for the city. If neighbors had wished to recycle,
they contracted with Earth Circle for a yearly fee. Now it will be part of
our regular trash service and available to all. Recycling is a small step in
the greening of our environment but an important one nonetheless. The
recycling dumpsters should appear in December and more information
will be forthcoming. Everyone’s cooperation will be needed.

Voice Mail 721-5600 x115
karleenhoerr@aol.com
Fax 721-3678

I live in the city,
I sell the city,
I love the city!

Rachel Boxdorfer
Multi-Million Dollar Club

karleen
hoerr
L M
M
D
C
ife

ember

illion

olar lub

Member Multi-Million Dollar Club

St. Louis Association of Realtors
Five Time Winner of St. Louis Magazine Five Star
Real Estate Agent Best In Client Satisfaction Award
(2006, 2007, 2008, & 2009)

Office: (314) 977-7600
Voice Mail: (314) 419-8989

- 28th Wa r d R e g u l a r D e m o c r a t s -

Alderman Lyda Krewson

St. Roch
Centennial
Planning

The first homes in
what would become
Skinker
DeBaliviere
were built in 1908.
Just three years later,
the congregation of
St. Roch was formed.
This Roman Catholic
Church will celebrate
its
centennial
on
September 18, 2011.
Mgsr. Polizzi and a
committee are working
to design appropriate
commemorative events.
The church has been
a mainstay of the
neighborhood since its
inception and played
a pivotal role in its
revival in the 1960s and
70s. This centennial
will be very special for
parishioners and all
neighbors.

The Historic Home
plaque makes a
perfect gift.
Call or email
Katie Kurtz for details.

367-9765

lyda.krewson@pgav.com
Next meeting: October 21, Dressel's Pub
Our 28th Ward organization welcomes everyone to attend our
regular meetings held on. the third Thursday evening of most
months. For up-to-date information on programs and other
news of politics, go to the 28th Ward website:
http://ward28.citywestend.org/index.html.

124 North Gay Avenue
Clayton, Missouri 63105

Katie Kurtz

Broker-Salesperson
Life Member Million Dollar Club
314 725-5100 Office
314 721-5006 Fax
314 721-1777 x 454 VM
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IN YOUR EAR
by Hawkeye Z. Hoerr

The oil spill. Make that THE
OIL SPILL. Yep, as I write,
thousands upon thousands upon
thousands of gallons are gushing
out each day. That’s thousands
with lots of plurals. In fact, no
one really knows how much
oil has escaped. What we do
know is that BP (that’s short for
Bloody Painful) has consistently
underestimated the size of the
leak. The most recent estimate I
have is that 1,260,000 gallons
of oil per day are escaping from
the broken well. Say it slowly: one
million, two hundred, and sixty
thousand. That’s a lot of grease!
(Say, do you think that the smaller
numbers given by BP might have
something to do with the fact that
the size of the penalty they will
pay is related to the size of the
leak? No, I didn’t think so either.)
But here we are: oil is jettisoning
out by the minute, thousands of
feet below the surface of the sea,
and more thousands of feet below
the floor of the ocean. Sure it’s
a technological marvel, but that’s
the way it is with technology: It’s
great when it works.
So now what? There are two
very important jobs that need to
be done. First, we must plug the
leak. Second, we must collect all
of the oil. Third, we must get a
new haircut for Sarah Palin. (I
was just checking to see if you’re
paying attention.)
Stopping the leak is actually

fairly easy, I’m told. Apparently it
wouldn’t take that much firepower
to bomb the leak. This would
collapse the rocks and diffuse
the pressure which is what is
causing the oil to shoot with such
a venom. The good news is that
the oil leak would stop. The bad
news is that BP would no longer
be able to extract oil for business
purposes. Yep, you can see why
this solution ain’t gonna be use.
Plugging the leak is much harder
than it might seem because of the
depth of water, the pressure at
that depth, and the temperature.
This is not like swimming to the
bottom of the pool to get a coin
on the way to earn a merit badge.
But still, it can’t be that hard! Can
it?
My proposal stems from my
usual problem-solving mode: The
solution is often under our noses
(and no, it’s not a mustache). All
too often we look for the complex
conclusion or the esoteric answer,
when the real solution is right in
front of us. Simple is better, so
before going to Estonia to find an
equation, we should look in East
St. Louis. With that logic in mind
– What is everyone overlooking?
– I propose that we plug the
leak by dropping I-Hop Pancakes
on it. I don’t mean a plateful; I
mean thousands upon thousands
of buttermilk pancakes.
If you’ve ever had I-Hop
pancakes, you know exactly what

399 N. Euclid
St. Louis, MO 63108

314 367-6731

I mean. Regardless of how light
and wispy those puckers seem
on the menu, once they’re in
the belly, it feels like the maple
syrup has turned to metal. I speak
from first-hand experience. Once
I had a quick pick-me-up breakfast
of 20-25 short stake buttermilk
pancakes. (That seems like a lot,
but they’re small, maybe only
6” in diameter or so.) Anyway,
after my light breakfast – to be
fair, I added butter and whipped
cream, but I did use lo-cal syrup –
I could hardly move. So dropping
thousands of buttermilk pancakes
on the leak would definitely do
the trick, even without the syrup.
The syrup, as I think about it,
would probably serve as some sort
of glue too, thus furthering the
strength of the plug.
Now that we’ve stopped the
leak – way to go, I-Hop! – What
do we do about the thousands of
gallons floating throughout the
gulf? One solution is to simply
light the oil, creating a wonderful
floating fire. Efficient as that may
be, I reject it purely on global
warming grounds. Or maybe it’s
global warning wave? (Get it?) In
any case, setting all of that oil afire
cannot be good for anyone or
anything. Besides, it would trigger
smoke alarms from Mississippi to
Manitoba.
Other strategies, each of which
has already been rejected, include
scraping the oil off the surface,
containing the oil spill through
the use of giant logs disguised as
Q-tips, and using electric fans to
push the oil to the coastline of
some other country. As I said,
these ideas have been discounted
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– but I have learned that the
government is shipping huge
wind turbine fans from Kansas to
Florida. Go figure!
The best and the brightest
weighed in on this, and have
come to consensus about how
to proceed. The winning tack
is to collect the oil by dropping
hair, oatmeal, and Pringles into
it. Apparently each of these items
is super-absorbent, so much so
that they’d fill with oil and then
slowly sink to the bottom of the
ocean. The ocean’s surface would
be clear and clean, and who cares
about the bottom anyway? Out of
sight, out of mind, as mom always
used to say.
The coastline will recover, even
though it will take years, and the
animal population will regenerate,
even though it will also take
years. Even BPs stock will rise
again (though that will only take
months, not years). The real loser
may be President Obama. We are
continually disappointed when we
learn that he’s only human. He
didn’t cause the oil leak, and he’s
pressuring BP as best he can.
Some things are out of his control,
but we don’t want to contemplate
that. We elected a superman,
and how we await him to leap
tall buildings at a single bound.
By now it’s clear that he isn’t
superman, and that this is a real
mess. So how will it end, beyond
the pancakes and Pringles? Here’s
a hint: Don’t buy any BP stock.
Here’s another hint. Do buy stock
in Obama. Finally, anyone want to
join me at the I-Hop for breakfast?
They make a mean pancake!

