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Meet the New SDCC Director
By Lana Stein

On January 4, 
Brandon Sterling 
assumed the 
duties of executive 
director of the 
Skinker DeBaliviere 
C o m m u n i t y 
Council.  He was 
the unanimous 
choice of the 
search committee 
headed by Mary 
Pat O'Gorman.  
Sterling makes a 
strong positive first 
impression.  He is 
energetic and a fellow well met.  He has been 
working with previous director Liz Pund to 
familiarize himself with the neighborhood and 
the SDCC budget and activities.  He is already 
working on possible events to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the council.

Sterling notes that he grew up in University 
City and had friends here that he visited.  After 
applying for his new position, he toured the 
neighborhood to see how things had changed and 
found much improvement.  Sterling previously 
worked for Guardian Angels as development 
director/fund raiser.  He expects to put his 
experience to good use here. He also had his 
own fund raising firm and has worked for Better 
Family Life and Employment Connection as well 
as Urban Strategies.

Sterling was particularly interested in our 
position because it would involve citizen 
engagement.  He hopes residents will drop by 
the office and say hello.  He wants to know what 
the community is thinking as we contemplate a 
51st year of the council and beyond.

The long-vacant 
large lot between 
Big Shark Bicycles 
and Gokul Indian 
Restaurant at 6103-
6131 Delmar 
Boulevard could 
be developed as a 
14-story, 209-unit 
apartment building 
within two years. 
The Yellow Cab 
Company building was 
demolished in 2006 by 
Josh and Neal Shapiro, 
owners of Original 
Cast Lighting. Plans to redevelop the site 
didn’t get off the ground due to the recession.  
The Times profiled the plan in its April-May 
2006 issue. The Shapiros rehabbed their 
building across the street, which now hosts 
restaurant Tavolo V and offices for Prozess 
Technologie. The empty lot has languished as 
filling commercial spaces on the south side of 
Delmar to the east has proven difficult. There 
simply needs to be more people living nearby 
to activate these blocks.

At meetings of the Delmar Commercial 
Committee and the Historic District Committee, 
held in December and January, Jay Case of 
Clayco presented its plan for a large infill 
project. Clayco considers the adjacent Delmar 
Loop MetroLink light rail station a great asset 
and has successfully developed TOD (Transit-
Oriented Development) in Denver, which they 
believe can be repeated here. Their aim is 
to help build and be a part of a walkable, 
accessible neighborhood.  Jay Case recently 
added that the revised plans are “the product of 
input from Ald. Krewson, Cultural Resources’ 
Betsy Bradley, input from the neighbors at 
our earlier meeting and a tremendous amount 
of thought from Forum/Clayco, including me 

and Bob Clark.  I think the design is both 
residential and iconic.  Moreover, it sets a very 
high standard for what comes next on Delmar.  
I hope you agree.”

The proposed building contains 209 market-
rate apartments over 14 stories with 4,500 sf 
of ground-level retail. It is an incomplete “U” 
with the western leg shortened. The facade 
will be “panelized brick”, laid separately. 
There will be 426 bedrooms spread over 1, 2, 
and 3-bedroom apartments. 1 Bedroom ~650 
square feet, 2 BD ~900 sq ft, 3 BD 11-1200 
sq ft. Rents are expected to be about $2.50 
per sq ft. It has a large amenities terrace with 
a pool and gym.  There will be a “green roof” 
at the base of the east facade.

Clayco expects many (if not most) of the 
residents will be upper level undergraduate 
and graduate students.  No one is excluded, 
however.  The company feels it is a high 
quality highly amenitized building and will be 
operated accordingly.

The development would include 200 
structured parking spaces for tenants within 
the building as well as bike storage for at least 
150 bicycles. On-site car sharing would also 

Friday, February 12th, 11am - 3pm  
SDCC Office, 6008 Kingsbury Ave

On the Friday before Valentine's Day, 
SDCC likes to give those who take care of our 
neighborhood a little love! This year, on February 
12th from 11:00 AM-3:00 PM, SDCC will honor 
them at the 21st annual Police & Firefighter 
Appreciation Luncheon. You may participate in a 
variety of ways: bring a pot luck dish, contribute 
funds, stay for lunch or just come by to express 
your appreciation! Contact the office if you would 
like to contribute. 

Clayco Plans 14-Story, 200-Apartment Building in  
the East Loop
By Richard Bose
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Many neighbors expressed interest in being considered for a committee that will conduct 
community engagement around the possibility of establishing a special business district for the 
Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood. We appreciate your patience over the last few months as 
we assembled a committee that is geographically representative across the neighborhood.

As anticipated, we were unable to select everyone who expressed interest in serving due to 
the limited number of committee seats. If your name is not on this list, please know that we still 
greatly appreciate your interest and your dedication to the neighborhood — and we sincerely 
hope that you will take advantage of the opportunities to provide input that will be created and 
facilitated by this committee. We expect there to be plenty of such opportunities.

Here are the names of the Neighborhood Funding Steering Committee members and their 
blocks:

We're grateful to the new committee members for the time and energy they will be 
contributing to facilitating this important neighborhood discussion.

Thanks to everyone for their interest and do keep an eye out for more information from the 
committee in the coming months.

Neighborhood Funding Steering Committee
By Mary Pat O'Gorman

Clayco Plans continued on page 7

21st Annual  
Police & Firefighter 

Appreciation Luncheon

Paris Clark .......................................57xx DeGiverville
Wesley Falker .....................................57xx Waterman
Justine Carter ..................................Kingsbury Square
Eric Trudo .......................................59xx DeGiverville
Valorie Helt ......................................... 59xx Pershing
Beth Bender .......................................60xx Kingsbury
Justin Fay .........................................60xx McPherson
Vincent Flewellyn ...............................60xx Waterman
Katrina Stierholz ...............................61xx McPherson

Jo Ann Vatcha ................................ 61xx Westminster
Jim Holzer .......................... SDCC Board Member and  

61xx Westminster
Nate Johnson ..................... SDCC Board Member and  

57xx Pershing
Katie Kurtz ...................... SDCHC Board Member and  

61xx Kingsbury
Gary Boehnke .....................SDCHC executive director
Brandon Sterling ....................SDCC executive director
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Editor's Notebook
By Lana Stein

2016 is a significant year on the national, state and neighborhood 
level.  As you have no doubt noticed, this is an election year and 
Americans will select a new president.  The struggle for party 
nominations is already quite contentious and no one is telling us 
strategies to improve safety, education and commerce in our city.  
Americans vote less than their European counterparts and take less 
interest in political life.  Our fragmented institutions and frequent 
elections may tax the citizenry but this is not the time to stop paying 
attention.  If you are not registered to vote, you can do so at our 
Charing Cross library branch on Skinker, at the Election Board 
downtown, or at any library branch.  We elect a new governor as 
well this year.  Those stakes are high as well.  Politics can be nasty 
or dirty or ennobling but whatever else they matter.  Politics decides 
who gets what from government and what is legal and what is not.  
Unfortunately, the voice of central cities is very muted in Jefferson 
City.  We need to act to make it more potent. 

2016 is also the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Skinker 
DeBaliviere Community Council.  Neighbors in Rosedale and 
Washington Heights joined 3 churches (St. Roch, Grace United 
Methodist, Delmar Baptist) and Washington  University to form an 
organization to stabilize an increasingly diverse neighborhood.  The 
Council fought speculators, monitored crime, sold the neighborhood 
to the greater community and worked in countless ways to ensure 
stability.  Now fifty years later we can see the success of these efforts.  
The neighborhood is far more stable and remains diverse.  It is not a 
utopia but crime is limited and there is significant pride of place.  The 
SDCC is talking of various ways to commemorate this anniversary.  
There could be a plaque honoring founders.  A commemorative run 
has been suggested and also a neighborhood walk with canines.  One 
of our concert series will be marked as a time of celebration.

Fifty years is a long time for any institution to endure.  Perhaps 
it is also to time to examine what it is doing now, what could 
it be doing, and why.  The SDCC should be the fulcrum of the 
neighborhood.  It is where residents should go with questions or 
concerns.  Communication is always critical.  There are committee 
meetings and housing corporation meetings that residents can attend.  
The more we know one another the stronger we are.
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Sean and Angie Meara

Cecelia Nadal

John and Mary Pat O’Gorman

Art and Carolyn Perry

Hitch and Mary Powell

Richard and Nancy Rice

Vince and Lois Schoemehl

King and Dee Schoenfeld
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Gary and Glenda Underwood

Neville and Jo Ann Vatcha

James Waites
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Also thanks to  
two anonymous donors

Thank you to these 2015 
advertisers:

Blueberry Hill

Pin Up Bowl

Eclipse

Peacock Diner

Pulaski Bank

St. Roch School

28th Ward Democrats

Parkers Table

Delmar Doggie Design

Atlas Restaurant

Quiet Village Landscaping
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Katie Kurtz and Laura 
McCarthy RE

Karleen Hoerr and Feinberg 
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Kingsbury Animal Hospital

Rachel Boxdorfer and 
Berkshire Hathaway RE

THANK YOU TO OUR LOYAL TIMES DONORS
THANK YOU to the following individuals who have donated to the 

TIMES OF SKINKER DEBALIVIERE since our November-December 
issue.  We were especially glad to see participation from every part of the 
neighborhood, and there were several first-time donors! We apologize 
for any omissions.  Our all-volunteer crew is most grateful for the 
encouragement and financial support of $ 1,980 given by the following:

Cecelia Nadal joined 
students and parents 
for a fantastic time at 
Powell Symphony Hall 
for the awesome concert 
sponsored by the Bach 
Society. In preparation 
for this concert students 
discussed the biography 
of Johann Sebastian Bach 
and were particularly 
intrigued by the fact that 
he was an orphan at a 
young age and in spite 
of it all produced such 
incredible music.  For 
more information about 
the variety of programs 
sponsored by Gitana, 
go to www.gitana-inc.
org.  Gitana is a not-for-
profit arts and education 
organization  dedicated to increasing cross-cultural awareness and 
collaboration in St. Louis through arts and education.  Cecelia Nadal is 
a frequent contributor to the TIMES.

Gitana Youth attend Bach Society 
Christmas Candlelight Concert 
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Happy New Year neighbors! It is nearly 
impossible for this writer to believe that it is 
2016. I hope your families enjoyed the holidays 
and are already enjoying the journey of this 
new year. 

We start our year of News of Neighbors with 
a rather ironic story of some of our youngest 
and very talented neighbors. Every year, Mayor 
Slay hosts a Holiday Design Card Contest. 
Entries normally come through school art 
classes. The Mayor selects ten finalists, with 
the winner’s design being used as his holiday 
card. All of the winners are then invited to a 
reception in the Mayor’s office in City Hall.  

The winning design entry this year was 
Second-grade student James Stevens-Fitzhugh 
from Wilkinson Early Childhood Center. James 
and his parents, Julia Stevens and Michael 
Fitzhugh live on the 5800 block of Nina. 

At the reception, James was no doubt 
pleased and surprised to learn that two of the 
ten finalists were neighbors and playmates from 
Skinker DeBaliviere. Will Kreuter, who attends 
St. Roch School and is the son of Matt Kreuter 
and Charlene Carbunay, and also lives on the 
5800 block of Nina was a finalist as was Gabriel 
Von Rohr, a student at Kennard CJA and lives 
on the 5900 block of Kingsbury. Gabriel’s 
proud parents are Enrique and Melissa Von 
Rohr. All of the boys can be seen in the photo 
from the Mayor’s reception pointing to their 
beautiful winning designs. 

Congrats to all of these talented kids. Mayor 
Slay presented each student will a certificate 
of achievement, and Bissinger's Handcrafted 
Chocolate provided a complimentary gift for 
each of the finalists. Children 12 and under 
who live or attend school in the City of St. 
Louis were invited to submit a design for 
consideration in the 15th annual contest, which 
received 258 entries.

On November 17th, 
Governor Jay Nixon 
appointed the Honorable 
Michael Noble as Circuit 
Judge for the 22nd Judicial 
Court which covers the City 
of St. Louis. Michael and 
his wife Angie reside on the 
5700 block of McPherson. 

Judge Noble graduated from the United 
States Military Academy-West Point in 1988 
and from St. Louis University School of Law in 
2004. Prior to this appointment he served as an 
Associate Circuit Judge in the city of St. Louis. 
Previously, Judge Noble served as a Drug Court 
Commissioner for the 22nd Judicial Circuit, 
during which time the St. Louis City Drug 
Court was awarded the National Association of 
Drug Court Professionals Cultural Proficiency 
Courage Award. Additionally, Judge Noble is 
a past president of the Missouri Association of 
Drug Court Professionals. Judge Noble served 
as a Field Artillery Officer in both the United 
States Army and Army Reserves. He has also 
served as a patent agent and patent attorney 
for Armstrong Teasdale L.L.P. and an Assistant 
Public Defender in the city of St. Louis. Judge 
Noble (or Michael as many of us know him as) 
fills the position created by the retirement of 
the Honorable John Garvey. Congratulations 
Michael - well deserved!  

It is no secret to many of the Times of Skinker 
DeBaliviere readers that my least favorite part 
of writing this column is all too often having 
to report the loss of a neighbor or former 
neighbor. Yet I also have come to learn that it is 
so important to share the news and even better, 
hopefully to trigger happy memories of these 
wonderful friends and neighbors.

On October 7th, Dan Lodes passed away. 
Dan grew up on the 
6100 block of Kingsbury 
and married Jewell Ann 
Bobbi (Nerviani) who 
grew up down the street 
on Kingsbury. They were 
married for 43 years and 
had five children and 15 
grandchildren, and lived in 
Webster Groves. Longtime 
residents surely have memories of the Lodes 
and Nerviani families and our thoughts and 
prayers go out to them. Dan often returned to 
his old stomping grounds to support St. Roch 
at the annual Golf Tournament. 

The 6100 block of Kingsbury 
suffered another loss with the 
passing of Virginia Leguey-
Feilleux on Sunday, November 
15 at the age of 90. Virginia 
leaves behind her husband 
of 62 wonderful years, Jean-
Robert Leguey-Feilleux and 

four daughters; Michele, Monique, Suzanne, 
and Christy as well as two grandchildren. 
Virginia was born in Buffalo, N.Y., and 
studied at the University of Buffalo and the 
Albright School of Art where then she later 
became a professional artist in New York City, 
Washington, D.C., and St. Louis. Many of you 
may recall that Times contributor Suzanne 
Knese had written a lovely article for the Times 
of Skinker DeBaliviere about how Virginia 
and Jean-Robert met all those years ago.  (see 
archives, February-March, 2012, sdtimes.org)  
Our deepest sympathies go out to the entire 
Leguey-Feilleux family.

To honor and remember Virginia’s incredible 
talent as an artist there will be a Retrospective 

of her work at the Andy Cross Studio at 5947 
McPherson. The show will be free and open 
to the public on Saturday, February 13th from 
4:00 to 7:00 and Sunday, February 14th from 
2:00 to 5:00. 

And having mentioned the St. Roch Golf 
Tournament earlier, I will let you know that 
Lenny and Suzanne Knese are already planning 
for the tournament this year and ask that you 
all save the date of Sunday, September 18th in 
Forest Park.  

Do you have news to share? 
Please send your submissions via email 
with the subject line News of Neighbors to 
rachelb@sdtimes.org or drop off a note to the 
attention of Rachel Boxdorfer at the Skinker 
DeBaliviere office. Be sure to mark it "News of 
Neighbors”. We love to hear about neighbors 
accomplishments, awards, travels, weddings, 
anniversaries, births, and more!

N e w s  o f  N e i g h b o r s
By Rachel Boxdorfer

Virginia’s painting of St. Roch
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Friends Campaign Sets New  
Fundraising Record
By Liz Pund

The Board of Director and Staff of the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council would 
like to thank everyone who contributed to 
the 2015 Friends Campaign. This important 
fundraiser ensures the Council's ability to 
provide year-round social activities and direct 
service programs, as well as provide a vehicle 
for residents and stakeholders to voice their 
opinions on key community development issues. 

This is one of the Council's most successful 
Campaigns to date, raising over $10,000! It 
is also worth noting that almost half of the 
donations given came from first-time givers! 
Please know that your donations keep our 
community strong and vibrant. 

For more information on how supporting 
the Council makes Skinker DeBaliviere a better 
place to live visit: www.skinker-debaliviere.com.

Thank You Liz
"The Council would like to acknowledge 

Elizabeth (Liz) Pund, our outgoing Executive 
Director. She has worked tirelessly to help 
residents transform ideas into reality, provide 
financial stability to the Council and make every 
neighbor feels appreciated and heard. Although 
she is leaving the Council, she still will be working 
in the neighborhood, serving as the Community 
Arts Manager at the Regional Arts Commission of  
St. Louis. We wish her much success! 

Skinker-Debaliviere 
Community Council Update
By Mary Pat O'Gorman

The Council is very happy to welcome new 
Executive Director, Brandon Sterling. With his 
first day on January 4, Brandon dove right into 
the job with the first council meeting of 2016 
on January 11.

At the meeting, the board celebrated the 
successful Wintermarkt, passed the 2016 
budget and announced the members of the new 
Neighborhood Funding Steering Committee. 
You will be hearing more about this soon as the 
Neighborhood Funding Steering Committee 
will plan informational meetings and open 
forums to solicit community feedback on ways 
to fund neighborhood improvements in the 
future.  

The Council also continued discussion 
of ideas to recognize and celebrate SDCC's 
golden anniversary this year. We look forward 
to honoring the founding members of the 
Community Council, looking back at important 
moments in the past 50 years and celebrating 
the many amazing people who live, work and 
play here today.

If you would like to be a part of planning for the 
50th anniversary commemorations throughout 
the year, please contact Brandon Sterling  
at brandon.sterling@skinker-debaliviere.com  
or Mary Pat O'Gorman at holtgreivemp@
hotmail.com.  

SDCC REPORT
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Wintermarkt 2016 brought food and great products 
for sale on a beautiful winter day.

MLK Awards
By Jo Ann Vatcha

State Senator Joe Keaveny accepted the 
Neighborhood Steward Award on behalf of St. 
Roch Catholic Church with heartfelt personal 
history.  He noted that he had lived in the 
neighborhood his entire life and attended St. 
Roch School, and his grandfather's dental 
office had once been in the current SDCC 
office!  He reflected on the wide diversity of 
his senatorial district, from areas of poorest 
to richest and said that he believed that he 
was well prepared by growing up and living 
in our great diverse neighborhood:  "MLK 
said this was how we should live.  Thanks for 
celebrating our neighborhood."  

Ruth Beckloff and Rev. Thurman Williams 
accepted the award on behalf of Grace and 
Peace Fellowship, which began across the 
street from the SDCC Office on Kingsbury 
and Des Peres and later moved to Delmar/
Clara. Ruth spoke about the ministry of the 
church with the hungry and homeless, and 
Rev. Williams reflected that this neighborhood 
has helped, in Dr. King's words, to "let freedom 
ring" in St. Louis, something few others have 
achieved.

Cheryl Adelstein represents Washington 
University on the council.  She observed that 
WU was built on Skinker in 1903, before 
the area's first houses, and she said that 
WU had always been dedicated to working 
with the neighborhood.  WU is now in the 
midst of rehabbing all their property in the 
neighborhood to insure that sound housing 
for all income levels is preserved.  She also 
mentioned how proud they are to have brought 
a grocery store to the neighborhood after so 
many years.  

Rachel Asem and Kristi Saviers spoke on 
behalf of Grace United Methodist Church, 
describing the history of the church, which 
moved from downtown to Lindell and then 
again to Skinker, but which decided in the 
60's to stay, instead of moving again.  The 
congregation is one of the most diverse 
anywhere, and their food bank and other 
ministries are key elements in the lifeblood of 
the neighborhood.   

Rev. Mikki Merritt, Pastor of New Cote 
Brilliante Church of God, spoke very personally 
about how his church moved here from a 
small building at Cote Brilliante and Semple 
Avenues, in 1991.  He and his wife Carol had 
both attended WU and travelled across the 
USA, and they are so glad to be part of this 
diverse neighborhood, following in the path 
of their church building's precursor, Delmar 
Baptist Church, which had been one of the 
founding partners of the SDCC.

Brandon Sterling, the brand new Executive 
Director of the council, said that he believed 
"the legacy of MLK challenges us to be the 
voice of people who can't be heard."   He 
challenged the audience to "find their own 
inner MLK and to continually look for ways 
to advocate for and help those in need."  
Brandon assisted the MLK commemoration 
committee, which, in addition to Liz Johnson, 
consisted of Alice Stanley, former president of 
SDCC, Gwen LaZard, Arline Webb, and Rita 
Mauchenheimer. 

Liz Wright Johnson brought the remarkable 
Normandy High School Chorale to sing at 
the event, and emotionally expressed how 
important it is to see these outstanding young 
people.  Everyone in the audience on Sunday 
felt as she did, that their excellent performance 
and willing participation on a cold and blustery 
day does indeed bode well for the future of not 
only our neighborhood, but the St. Louis area.

24th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
By Brandon Sterling

Event Chair Liz Wright Johnson joined Rev Mikki 
Merritt and longtime neighborhood resident Al Polk 
in celebrating MLK Day in Skinker  
DeBaliviere Neighborhood. 

(from left) Brandon Sterling, Rev. Thurman Williams, Rev. Mikki Merritt, Mary Pat O'Gorman, Kristi 
Saviers, Cheryl Adelstein,  Joe Keaveny, Liz Wright Johnson.  

Despite a drop in temperature and a spattering of snow, several neighbors came out to 
celebrate and reflect on the legacy of Martin Luther King, one of America's great heroes and civil 
rights leaders. This year's honorees were the founding organizations of the Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Council: Grace and Peace Fellowship Church, Grace United Methodist Church, 
New Cote Brilliante Church of God, St. Roch Parish and Washington University.

After being presented with City of St. Louis Resolutions acknowledging their work in the 
community, each organizational representative discussed the history of inclusion and collaboration 
that has made the Council special to them. New Executive Director, Brandon Sterling challenged 
the audience to find their "own inner MLK" and to continually look for ways to advocate for and 
help those in need. The event was held at New Cote Brilliante and organized by Liz Johnson, 
Alice Stanley, Gwen LaZard, Arline Webb and Rita Mauchenheimer.
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Kids Corner
By Susanne Knese

March 2nd is Dr. Seuss’ Birthday! Here 
are some little known facts you may find 
interesting:

•  Dr Seuss’s real name was Theodor Seuss 
Geisel but his friends and family called 
him ‘Ted’.

•  The Cat in the Hat was written as a result of 
a 1954 report published in Life magazine 
about illiteracy among school children. A 
text-book editor at a publishing company 
was concerned about the report and 
commissioned Ted to write a book which 
would appeal to children learning to read, 
using only 250 words given to him by the 
editor.

•  Ted’s parents were called Theodor Robert 
Geisel and Henrietta (Seuss) Geisel. His 
father managed a brewery in Springfield 
and was the son of German immigrants. 
Ted had one sister called Marnie. 

•  The first book that was both written and 
illustrated by Theodor Seuss Geisel was 
And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry 
Street. The book was rejected 27 times 
before being published in 1937. 

•  Writing as Dr Seuss, Theodor Seuss Geisel 
wrote and illustrated 44 children’s books. 
These books have been translated into 
more than 15 languages and have sold 
over 200 million copies around the world.

Kid Friendly Events around our 
Neighborhood: 
•  Who doesn’t love to ice skate or at 

least sit by the blazing fire, drinking hot 
chocolate and watching people ice skate? 
Steinberg Skating Rink is open and ready 
for people of all ages through February 
26th. Sunday – Thursday 10am – 9pm, 
Friday & Saturday 10am – midnight; $7 
per person, $5 skate rental (sizes toddler 
6 – adult 15) Note: They only accept 
CASH, but have an ATM onsite. 

•  Wizard’s Wagon – A great local game 
store right at 6372 Delmar! They expanded 
their store so now they have a great space 
with plenty of tables to sample the many 
board and card games. 

•  Science Center – Above and Beyond, The 
Ultimate Flight Exhibition. Come celebrate 
aerospace technology with this new highly 
interactive special exhibition. Above and 
Beyond features simulations that allow 
visitors to design and test-fly a supersonic 
jet, experience flight as a bird, and ride in 
a space elevator.  This special exhibition 
will immerse you in flight and space travel. 
Adult Tickets are $10, Children are $8. 

•  Third Degree Glass Factory – Every 3rd 
Friday of the month (February 19th, March 
18th, etc) Third Degree Glass offers a free 
family night between 6 – 10pm where you 
can watch glassblowing and bead making 
demonstrations and sign up for a guided 
glass activity. Food trucks are on site for 
your dining pleasure. 

•  University Library – Don’t forget to check 
out the library for free activities, story 
times and movies!

Question for April Kids Corner:
April 22nd is Earth Day. 

What do you do to help Mother Earth? 
Recycle? Reuse? Walk? Use public 
transportation? Pick up trash? Plant trees?

Please submit drawings and answers to 
kidscorner@sdtimes.org or drop them at 
the SDCC office at Four Corners by March 
10th! Kids share with us activities of your 
school, club, play, scouts and sports teams. 
This is YOUR corner, so make it what  
you want!

SEEK & FIND

College Savings for Every 
City Kindergardener

The 1:1 Fund is proud to announce 
its latest partner: St. Louis College Kids. 
Created under the leadership of St. Louis City 
Treasurer Tishaura Jones, the College Kids 
initiative will open a restricted college savings 
account for every child entering kindergarten 
in all St. Louis Public Schools and St. Louis 
City charter schools since fall 2015. Each 
student will receive a $50 initial deposit, 
courtesy of funds made available through the 
Treasurer's Office. In addition, each student 
can earn "Smart Saver" matches: deposits 
will be matched dollar-for-dollar up to $100.  
Weekly perfect attendance bonuses: $1 per 
week during the school year, up to $50.

Parents and guardians are also able to 
earn an additional one-time bonus of $50 
by completing financial education courses 
in-person, online through Wells Fargo Hands 
On Banking and through a College Kids 
smartphone app. 1st Financial Federal Credit 
Union, a St. Louis-based credit union, will 
serve as the depository institution for the 
College Kids accounts.

College Kids is now the ninth partner to 
join the 1:1 Fund, and with an expected 
3,500 accounts to be opened this fall, will 
soon become one of the largest, joining 
San Francisco's K2C program in the city-
supported college savings movement. The 
new partnership promises to bolster a new 
generation of children in St. Louis.

St. Roch School Expands 
Preschool Program

School will offer two classrooms for pre-
kindergarten instruction

St. Roch Catholic School will increase 
enrollment in its preschool program for the 
2016-17 school year. The school will offer 
separate classrooms for 3-year-old students 
and 4-year-old students, providing age-
appropriate instruction and lessons to support 
educational and social development.

“We offer a developmentally appropriate 
curriculum and strive to enhance the social, 
emotional, physical, spiritual, and intellectual 
growth of each child,” says preschool teacher 
Mary Quartuccio.

At St. Roch, child-initiated and teacher-
supported play is an essential part of the 
program, as well as establishing the necessary 
foundation of skills for kindergarten. The 
preschool curriculum focuses on both 
academics and life skills through creative 
projects that engage the students.

Both classrooms will be lead by teachers 
educated and experienced in early childhood 
development. Additionally, each teacher will 
have a teacher assistant. The classrooms will 
have a maximum enrollment of 20 students 
each.

Each preschool classroom is equipped with 
Smart Boards that are incorporated into daily 
lessons, such as the letter of the week. 

Students visit the school library weekly 
to participate in story time and check out 
books. The religion curriculum introduces 
basic principles of the Catholic faith at 
an age-appropriate level and is reinforced 
through service opportunities for the children. 
Preschool students receive Spanish instruction 
weekly.

Learning expands outside the school 
campus during walks to Four Corners, the 
neighborhood park, and field trips to Theis 
Farm and to the Florissant Civic Center for 
live theatre performances. The preschool 
students participate in most elementary school 
activities and each preschool student is paired 
with a buddy from the sixth grade to serve as 
a mentor. 

St. Roch’s preschool offers flexible 
enrollment options to best fit each family’s 
needs. Students may be enrolled for as few 
as 2 days per week and as many as 5. The 
school offers both a full-day program (8:15 
am to 3:15 pm) and a half-day program (8:15 
to 11:30 am).

St. Roch Catholic School is located at 
6040 Waterman Boulevard in the Skinker-
DeBaliviere neighborhood. The school serves 
children in preschool through eighth grade 
and has a total population of 210 students. 
Parents may schedule a tour by contacting 
the school at 314-721-2595. To register, 
contact Tim Cummins, principal of St. Roch, 
at 314-721-2595 or timc@strochschool.org. 
Students must reach the required age limits by 
August 1st of the enrollment year. For more 
information, visit www.strochparish.com.
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Katie Kurtz
Broker-Salesperson 
Life Member Million Dollar Club

314 725-5100 Office
314 721-5006 Fax
314 721-1777 x 454 VM

29 The Boulevard 
St. Louis, MO 63117

From Senator Joe Keaveny

28th Ward Democrats 2016: 
2016 meetings: February 18, April 21, June 16, July 21,  

September 15, October 20, and November 17

For up to date info on programs & other news of politics, go to the 28th 
Ward website: http://ward28.citywestend.org/index.html

Alderman Lyda Krewson 367-9765• lyda.krewson@pgav.com

2015 Halloween Wrap-Up 
By Susan Santen

Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council and Rosedale Neighborhood 
Association 47th Annual Halloween Costume Party at St. Roch School 
gym, 6040 Waterman Ave., St. Louis, MO, was held Sat. Oct. 31, 
2015 from 6 to 7pm. Long-time McPherson neighbor Art Santen 
founded the Halloween Party in 1968 and has been hosting it annually 
for 47 years! Dan Hudspeth, Rosedale Neighbors President and SDCC 
Board Member, provided award prize money and candy. Andy Cross, 
local artist, created original hand drawn 1st Place Winners Awards. Live 
Entertainment was Bob Kramer’s Marionettes with Bob Kramer, Dug 
Feltch, and Ryan Marshall. Fantastic performance! Remember to arrive 
early next year to be included in the costume contest. Thank you to 
everyone who volunteered and the entertainers as well as over 100 kids 
who showed up for the fun!

2015 Halloween Party  
Costume Contest Winners

Adults in photo: Dan Hudspeth (on far left) and Art Santen (on far right) 

Pictured from left to right: Michaela Johnson (grade 2) Monster High, Mia 
Farmer (grade 7) Kitty, Pasha Nguyen (kindergarden) Zombie, Jonathan Taylor 
(kindergarden)  Allied Waste Truck, Izzy Treitel (grade 2) Lego, August Eversman 
(pre-k) Fighter Pilot, Wil Rivers (grade 1) Captain Phasma (Star Wars), Gertie 
McGroarty (kindergarden) fairy, Robert Brownridge (grade 5) “Oh” alien boy 
from “Home” (3D animated film), Kaylynn (kindergarden) “Tip” human girl from 
“Home”, Chloe Knese (grade 2) (not pictured)

See you next year!

This session I have again introduced Senate Bill 842, which will 
require the implementation of eyewitness identification policies that 
have been scientifically proven to protect against misidentification, a top 
contributor to wrongful conviction, proven by DNA evidence in Missouri 
and nationally.

There are numerous reasons to file this legislation. Missouri needs 
policies to safeguard against eyewitness misidentification. All nine of 
Missouri's DNA exonerees were misidentified. The well-documented 
problems of eyewitness memory, the dangers of misidentification and 
the injustice that occurs when police do not implement scientifically 
supported eyewitness identification practices must be stopped.

Eyewitness misidentification is the leading cause of wrongful convictions 
in our country, contributing to 71 percent of the 336 wrongful convictions 
that have been proven through post-conviction DNA testing. Missouri's 
nine exonerees were wrongfully convicted in part or entirely based on 
faulty identifications by victims and other witnesses. Those innocent men 
spent years of their lives in prison, while the real perpetrators were free, 
putting the people of Missouri in danger. New eyewitness identification 
policies will include, but not be limited to:

Lineup administrator who does not know or is positioned in such a 
way they cannot see which lineup members are being viewed by the 
eyewitness: The officer conducting a live or photo lineup must not know 
the suspect's identity. This prevents any unintentional cues. As it is not 
always practical for a small department to administer a live or photo 
lineup this way, the "folder shuffle" method can be alternatively used for 
photo lineups. This simple method involves placing photos in different 
folders, shuffling them and handing them to the eyewitness or victim 
individually, so the officer is unaware of the photo being viewed.

Instructions: The officer must instruct the eyewitness or victim that the 
suspect may or may not be in the identification procedure and that the 
investigation will continue regardless of whether a selection is made, thus 
eliminating pressure to make a selection.

Confidence statement: A verbatim statement of confidence must be 
written down by the officer at the time the victim or eyewitness makes an 
identification. Because confidence can be artificially inflated — through 
confirming feedback — between the time an identification is made 
and the case going to trial, it is important to lock in the level of initial 
confidence voiced by the eyewitness.

Proper filler selection: No lineup member should stand out. Additionally, 
lineup members must match the victim's or eyewitness's description of 
the perpetrator.

Voice Mail 721-5600 x115
karleenhoerr@aol.com
Fax 721-3678

KARLEEN HOERR
life MeMber Million Dolar club 

MeMber Multi-Million Dollar club
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With all the excitement of 
the rails being installed for the 
Loop Trolley, it's easy to miss the 
work being done at the corner 
of Delmar and Hamilton. Soon 
after the construction started on 
DeBaliviere last year, I was aware 
that something was happening 
around those building, and I found 
out from the construction workers 
that they were using it for parking 
and storage. They also told me that 
it was to become the maintenance 
building for the trolleys.

More recently I've noticed a lot 
of work being done, so I stopped 
to check out what was happening. 
While much of the front of the 
building is being retained and 
restored, inside major demolition 
and restoration is underway. The 
old "Delmar High School" sign has 
been removed, historic windows 
added on the second floor, and a 
new, large, entrance way created 
in the front of the building. To 
one side there are new steel 
support beams, and at the rear 
of the building, excavation was 
underway. 

I was fortunate enough to meet 
with Joe Edwards recently and I 
was keen to find out about the 
plans for the building. As well 
as being the hub for day-to-day 
operations, it will also house a 
visitor center, and from what I hear 
it will certainly be somewhere that 
I will want to visit. There will be an 
exhibition area, and Joe is hoping 
to be able to display enlargements 
of old pictures of trolley operation 
in St Louis. He is also looking 
to put on an attractive display of 

anything trolley related, although 
details have not yet been worked 
out. Visitors will also be able to 
watch day-to-day maintenance and 
preparation of the trolleys through 
a large glass partition into the 
service area. Joe is hoping to 
also have an area set aside for 
community meetings, receptions 
and so on, but that is awaiting final 
decisions on space and budget. 

When talking to Joe, I asked 
what the new building was to be 
called. The official title is the "Loop 
Trolley Maintenance & Storage 
Building," but that sounds a bit 
of a mouthful to use on a regular 
basis. The terms Trolley Barn and 
Trolley Shed have been suggested, 
but nothing has been set in stone 
as yet. My vote went for "Shed", as 
this is traditionally what I associate 
with things rail-related. 

Those of us that use DeBaliviere 
regularly are particularly keen to 
see the completion of this stretch 
of the route, along with the 
continuation of the Greenway link 
into Forest Park. When I mentioned 
this, Joe was keen to tell me 
about the plans for the planting of 
something like 125 new trees and 
over 3,500 shrubs along the route, 
which will positively transform the 
look of this thoroughfare. Looking 
to the future, I speculated about 
a trolley being reintroduced into 
Forest Park, and Joe agreed that 
this would be something to hope 
for. For the time being, I watch 
the Loop Trolley construction with 
interest and I'm looking forward to 
being one of the first to ride the 
new Loop Trolley.

Trolley News
Story and photograph by Derek Knight

Our space is available for private parties during non-business hours, 
making it ideal for business luncheons, brunch events, or  

evening gatherings on Sundays or Mondays. Our new event space at 
Avenue in Clayton is available all day, every day - avestl.com.

be made available to tenants. The cost burden of providing below-cost 
car storage likely will lead Clayco to seek tax abatement. Even if an 
abatement is granted, it will be subject to the proposed CID (Community 
Improvement District), which is restricted to the Delmar business district.

Planned retail space may be divided into as many as three bays. A 
soft retailer is desired. There will be no public parking for retail within 
the project. There is also an opportunity for a rooftop space for a 
commercial tenant. 

Parking: 211 spaces for 209 units.  Jay Case said, “We wouldn’t 
build this project if we didn’t think we had enough parking to satisfy our 
residents, because it would be a financial disaster.”  There will also be 
lots of bike storage and car sharing options.  

Clayco hopes for a spring ground-breaking, a 12-15 month construction 
period, and completion in the fall of 2017. The original plan was for a 
"U" shaped building, but this was changed to an "L" shape, which will 
allow all construction equipment to be located onsite instead of blocking 
streets.

Mr. Case declined to give a cost estimate for the project. Similarly 
scaled buildings have cost more than $60 million. This is a considerable 
investment in the neighborhood. It also represents a validation of all the 
hard work, time, and money put into improving the East Loop.

Clayco Plans continued from page 1
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The zipline was once-in-a-lifetime, as 
the new trolley wires will be in place 
by next year.

The Loop Ice Carnival was once 
again a winter highlight.

sdtimes.org
Check out our website at

   Want to learn about  
       our community's history?
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“What’s your favorite book?” 
That’s the question I posed to a 
hunk of neighbors and friends, 
and the answers were fascinating. I 
received lots and lots of responses 
– more, even, than when I asked 
people to submit the dumbest 
idea of President George W. 
Bush. In fact, there were so many 
responses that both this and my 
next column will be devoted to 
them.

There were lots of surprises. 
First, most folks chose fiction 
books, and that’s not a forest in 
which I often venture. Second, 
most of these titles were new to 
me and quite a few were older 
books (older than me, even!). I 
used to think that I was well-read. 
Oh well. Third, lots of folks had 
difficulty picking just one book. 
Grab your glass of wine or cup 
of hot chocolate, library card, 
and find a comfy chair, ‘cause 
here’s part one of the loquacious 
linguistic litany. 

To Kill A Mocking Bird is 
picked by three people. David 
explains: “It is a story that is so 
poignant that takes place in the 
30's but yet is able to stand the 
test of time” Jim says, “Atticus 
Finch has always been a personal 
hero of mine.” Kristi agrees, 
noting “There are few weeks I 
don't stop and think about lessons 
learned from that book. Atticus 
continually reminds me it is always 
the right time to do right.” (No 
one selected the sequel, Go Set A 
Watchman. I wonder why.)

A Prayer for Owen Meany by 
Irving is Andy’s choice, whereas 
Peter cites Stegner’s Angle of 
Repose, “both for the writing 
and the imagery evoked by the 
title!” Bahram chooses The Trial 
by Kafka. He says “it depicts the 
pressures of the modern world 
on man. Man can be blamed or 
put on trial unjustly and for no 
reason, and no one listens without 
prejudice. The sad thing is that 
‘innocence’ is put on trial.” 

Candace’s choice is Austen’s 
Pride and Prejudice. She 
explains: “Elizabeth Bennet is 
the perfect heroine: lovely, kind, 
smart, quick-witted— but also 
self-possessed and even peppery. 
Elizabeth has to deal with relatives 
who are constantly embarrassing 
her - and don’t we all identify with 
that?” Hmmm, Candace must 
know my family!

The Complete Sherlock 
Holmes by Doyle, was chosen 
twice. Clark says, “Doyle's prose 
is elegant. It is difficult to read any 

page and identify an unnecessary 
word.” Bob notes, “Whenever I'm 
sick in bed, this book helps me get 
well.” That’s high praise, although 
I’d argue for drinking lots of OJ 
so you don’t get sick in the first 
place.

Another classic, Bronte’s 
Jane Eyre is selected by Cindy. 
She explains, “I love it because of 
the beautiful way it is written and 
the fact that Jane is a strong and 
independent woman during a time 
when it would have been most 
difficult to be so.” Not a classic but 
not new, Jon selects Specimen 
Days written in 1882 by Whitman. 
“He talks about his life, what he’s 
thought about and encountered,” 
Jon says, “including volunteering 
to help injured soldiers in civil war 
hospitals and observing Abraham 
Lincoln in the streets.”  

A current best-seller, Doerr’s 
All The Light We Cannot See, is 
chosen by both Carla and Jesse. He 
says, “Following the distinct lives 
of two children on the backdrop 
of WWII- one from France and the 
other from Germany. The story 
is compelling, as is the narrative 
structure that weaves their lives 
together metaphorically and, for a 
brief time, literally. And the prose 
is magical.” Cardina also identifies 
a current book, Gladwell's The 
Outliers.

Dennis picks The Pillars of 
the Earth by Follett, saying, “I 
love the overarching story of the 
birth of Gothic Architecture in 
England and the Church’s role, 
overlaid with human stories of 
love, power, ambition, betrayal. 
Also, it’s trashy in a good way…” 
(Is there a bad way???)

Susie selects Red Sails to Capri 
by Weil, a children's historical 
novel that tells the story of the 
rediscovery of Capri's Blue Grotto 
in 1826. Stephanie chooses 
Hinton’s The Outsiders, a book 
on teenage in-groups and out-
groups.

Another Jim chooses The 
Art of Possibility. It “combines 
Benjamin Zander's experience 
as conductor of the Boston 
Philharmonic and his talent as a 
teacher and communicator with 
psychotherapist Rosamund Stone 
Zander's genius for designing 
innovative paradigms for personal 
and professional fulfillment.” No, 
I definitely hadn’t heard of this 
one. In fact, just reading these 
comments stretches my brain so 
I’m going to take a nap now. 
More next month!

IN YOUR EAR
By Hawkeye Z. Hoerr, Commentary in the TIMES for more than 33 years. 


