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About two years ago the 
Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Council (SDCC) formed an ad 
hoc committee to explore ways 
to raise extra funds to support 
neighborhood needs. That 
committee identified a Special 
Business District as one of the 
strongest funding opportunities. A short time 
later, SDCC recruited residents to serve on a 
SBD Funding Committee. These volunteers 
were asked to do an independent, unbiased 
review of the strengths and weaknesses of a 
Special Business District. 

From September 15 through October 
7th, the committee will solicit resident input 
regarding the establishment of an SBD. 
As part of the process, the committee will 
hold a public meeting to share what it 

has learned with neighbors, 
answer questions, and solicit 
feedback. 

WHAT FOLLOWS IS A 
BRIEF OVERVIEW OF 
SPECIAL BUSINESS 
DISTRICTS.

What Is A SBD?
A special business district (SBD) provides 

funding for neighborhood improvement 
projects and services. SBD revenue comes 
from additional property taxes on residences 
within the district. The SBD name is a little 
misleading because it is a tax on real estate, 
whether they are owned by businesses or 
not. 

SBDs are established by city ordinance 
and voter approval with the objective of 

Important Neighborhood Meeting: Potential Property Tax
By Brandon Sterling, Executive Director, SDCC

Important Meeting continued on page 2

Faces Not Forgotten Exhibit
By Carla Duncan

Every day an average of eight children die by gun violence in the United States. Please 
join Faces Not Forgotten and the Arts Group of Union Avenue (AGUA) as we explore this 
topic through art and film. Faces Not Forgotten is displaying portraits of St. Louis children 
and youth who have died from a gun, at Union Avenue Christian Church’s Gretchen Brigham 
Art Gallery, located at 733 N. Union, St. Louis, MO 63108. The show opens on Sunday, 
September 18, 2016, and the event is from noon–3:30 pm. 

From 1:00-2:50 pm, Faces and AGUA invite you to delve into Katy Couric’s Under 
the Gun documentary. UNDER THE GUN examines the events and the people who have 
kept the gun debate fierce and the progress slow, even as gun deaths and mass shootings 
continue to increase…The documentary looks at why politicians are finding it difficult to act 
and what is being done at state and local levels. (Info taken from the movie’s website). There 
is no charge to view the film. A discussion from 2:50 – 3:20 will round out the afternoon. 

The Faces Not Forgotten art commemoration continues until October 9. Stop by during 
the week from 9 am-2 pm or on Sunday from 9:30-noon.

www.facesnotforgotten.com            www.union-avenue.org/arts

Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Council 

BBQ Concert & Anniversary 
Celebration 

with Soulard Blues
Four Corners (Greg Freeman Park)

Saturday, September 17 • 6:00-9:00pm
Don't miss the final concert of the year! Join us for 

a night of great BBQ, a performance by Soulard 
Blues and additional surprises to commemorate 50 
years of neighbors working to support one another.

Skinker DeBaliviere Open House
SDCC Office - 6008 Kingsbury Avenue

Saturday, October 29 • 11:30am-1:30pm
Find how the Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Housing Corporation and Skinker DeBaliviere 

Community Council work to improve the quality 
of life experienced by residents. Hear from staff, 
board members and volunteers, hear about their 

past accomplishments, future projects and find out 
how YOU can get involved!

Homecoming "Party Like It's '66"
Reduced Ticket Price! - only $35/person

St. Louis Artworks
Saturday, November 12 • 7:00-9:00pm 

Established in 1966, SDCC is celebrating the  
50th Anniversary of YOUR neighborhood non-
profit. This is a party with a purpose, helping 
to raise funds to provide social activities and 
programs for over 1,000 residents annually!

Would You Like to be 
Interviewed about Your Life  
in Skinker-DeBaliviere?
By Michael Whisenhunt

Life in the Skinker DeBaliviere 
neighborhood is different from anyplace 
I've ever lived. 

My partner and I moved to the 
neighborhood in 2012. Since moving 
to Saint Louis, I became interested in 
who the people were that lived in my 
house before me.  I did some research 
at the Saint Louis History Center and 
found that we were the 9th owners of 
the house.  (The Malecek house. Does 
anyone know the Maleceks?  I would 
really like to talk to them!)

The project I would like to start is 
twofold:
1  Collect pictures of the neighborhood 

(street scenes, kids playing outside, 
the outsides of houses)

2  Interview long term residents of the 
neighborhood on their experiences 
and recollections of living in the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood.

If you have any thoughts on this, please 
contact me through the CONTACT page 
on the paper website.

Mike

By Andy Cross

Forest ReLeaf is working with the SD 
Beautification Committee, the Dept of 
Parks and Forestry, and neighbors of 
Skinker DeBaliviere on a plan to plant 
a wonderful selection of trees in our 
Lucier Park, located at 5800 and 5900 
DeGiverville. We are working together 
to make a plan which will create a 
healthier, safer, and more beautiful park. 
To help commemorate the SDCC 50th 
anniversary, our friends at Forest ReLeaf 
will provide 50 trees and shrubs which 
are native to Missouri. The placement 
and arrangement of the canopy trees, 
understory trees, and shrubs will 
yield a healthy, beautiful park without 
decreasing eyes-on-the-park security. 
This plan will, of course, be respectful of 
the full-size playing field in Lucier Park. 
In addition to providing the cooling 
effect of shade in the summer, trees also 
provide wind-breaks in the winter, as 
well as shelter for birds, butterflies, and 
other attractive wildlife. There are many 
other benefits as well. 

We invite all neighbors of Skinker-
DeBaliviere to join us as we plant the 
trees and shrubs on Saturday, October 
15th. Watch for our upcoming flyer for 
the time of our event, and more details. 

Trees for Lucier Park

TOWN HALL MEETING
Grace United Methodist  

Church 
Tuesday, September 27  

6:30 – 8:00pm

25th Silver Pastoral Anniversary
Pastors Miki and Carol F. Merritt,  
New Cote Brilliante Church of God

Please join us as we honor Pastors Miki and 
Carol F. Merritt for 25 years of faithful leadership! 
This great celebration will begin on October 19, 
2016 at 7:00 p.m. with a soul stirring worship 
service featuring Pastor Horace Sheppard. On 
Saturday, October 22 nd at 5:00 p.m., a formal 
banquet will be held in honor of our Pastors 
and their family. On Sunday, October 23rd at 
3:00 p.m., Pastor Michael Jones will deliver a 
powerful word as we conclude the celebration!
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Editor's Notebook
By Lana Stein

Participation in elections in the United States falls short when 
compared with the European democracies.  One reason is the 
fact that we have so many. Britain may have 2 in a 5 year period; 
we have 7 or more. Another factor is the length and nature of 
our campaigns for office. The degree to which such campaigns 
are negative is striking. It makes candidates for office look 
marred in some fashion. And political trust continues to drop. 

With that said, I would urge you all to register to vote in the 
November election for president and state offices and in the 
upcoming mayoral election in March. These choices do matter. 
They affect your taxes and how your tax dollars are spent. 
Presidents can involve us abroad, such as the involvements in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.  Who gets what from government and who 
is affected by government are at stake in the presidential voting.  
Missouri has been listed as a red state but it definitely has purple 
fringes. Every vote does count.  Find out what the candidates 
espouse and make sure you are part of the decision-making 
process.  Participating can provide you with later privileges to 
complain; not participating leaves you no right to do so.

State elections are important too.  We are voting in November 
for governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney 
general and treasurer.  These votes end up affecting state 
spending on elementary and secondary and higher education 
and many laws that affect personal conduct and commerce.

If you are not registered to vote, walk over to Charing Cross 
Library on Skinker and you will be quickly.

Participation is also important in the life of the neighborhood.  
The SDCC should be using various channels to inform you of 
committee and council board meetings.  The housing corporation 
also has monthly meetings. If you care about the direction of 
the neighborhood, get involved.  Skinker DeBaliviere is not as 
challenged now as it was thirty or more years ago.  But, active 
residents can help to ensure our stability amid diversity. New 
faces are always welcome.  Call SDCC at 862-5122 for more 
information.

28th Ward Democrats 2016: 
2016 Meetings:  

September 15, October 20, and November 17
For up to date info on programs & other news of 

politics, go to the 28th Ward website:  
http://ward28.citywestend.org/index.html

Alderman Lyda Krewson  
367-9765 • lyda.krewson@pgav.com

improving neighborhoods by making them safer, more attractive 
and thus more marketable. There are currently nearly 200 
special tax districts in St. Louis, including 6 SBDs in 28th ward 
alone.

What Does An SBD Provide?
Typical SBD projects include security services, repair or 

improvement of sidewalks, parks and other public places, and 
pedestrian lighting, but can be broad or narrow, depending on 
how the SBD’s charter is written. 

In the case of Skinker DeBaliviere, an SBD could completely 
fund or provide seed money to carry out parts of the Skinker 
DeBaliviere Master Plan. Without this funding, the neighborhood 
would be completely dependent upon local government, 
developers and private investors to implement the neighborhood 
vision. 

The Master Plan has improvement projects for all parts of the 
neighborhood. In addition, the SBD could look at new needs 
as they arise, so long as they match its Charter (organizational 
document).

Who Runs The SBD?
The SBD is managed by a seven-member board that is 

appointed by the mayor and approved by the Board of Aldermen. 
The composition of the board is determined by the Charter (i.e., 
number of property owners, renters, business owners, etc.) The 
board is not paid by the SBD, but are volunteers who oversee how 
SBD funds are spent on management and the implementation 
of projects and services. There are strict requirements for 
transparency in reporting and management of the SBD.

Where Does The Money Come From?
SBD improvement projects are funded by additional real 

estate taxes. In its charter, the SBD must state its maximum 
tax rate. State law allows a rate of up to $0.85 per $100 of 
assessed property value. While the SBD must be state the 
maximum rate in the charter, the annual rate is not fixed. The 
SBD proposes a budget every calendar year which takes into 
account the economy, neighborhood needs, etc. This budget 
must be approved by the City of St. Louis. 

For example, if the economy was in a slump a higher tax rate 
might be deemed a hardship and would be adjusted accordingly. 
The SBD board could also consider the needs of fixed-income 
seniors or working class families in establishing the annual  
tax rate. 

How Much Will I Pay?
To calculate your increased potential taxes, you must first 

determine the Assessed Value of your property. This is done by 
multiplying the value at which the City of St. Louis appraises 
your property by 19%. That value is then multiplied by the SBD 
tax rate. See the example below:

How Much Would SBD Generate?
At current assessed values, the Skinker-DeBaliviere SBD could 

generate the following amounts at varying tax rates:

   Tax Rate ................................. Revenue
.85 (max) ................................... $296,600.71

.65 ............................................ $226,812.31

.50 ............................................ $174,471.01

.40 ............................................ $139,576.80

.30 ............................................ $104,682.60

.20 .............................................. $69,788.40

How Is An SBD Established?
SBDs are created by a city ordinance. First, a petition is filed 

by property owners within the district for the establishment 
of an SBD. This would only occur if there is enough interest 
among property owners. The board of alderman would adopt 
a resolution of the petition and a public hearing would be held 
with notices sent to all property owners. The Board of Aldermen 
would adopt an enabling board bill creating the District and call 
for a popular vote to establish the maximum tax rate. 

Who Can Vote on Establishing An SBD?
Owners of property and residents (this includes renters) within 

the SBD boundaries are qualified voters.

Termination or renewal
SBDs have a fixed term, typically 5 or 10 years, established 

at their inception, and is re-evaluated and renewed by voter 
approval at the end of the term.

Important Meeting  
continued from page 1
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First I have to ask…where in the world 
did summer go? It seems I was just writing a 
column for the May issue with expectations 
for a long and enjoyable summer. Instead, 
I blinked, and yes, had some fun, but when 
I opened my eyes summer was over. So, I 
guess it is time to catch up on our News of 
Neighbors.

Paul Winter has 
served since 2007 as 
the Scoutmaster of 
St. Roch Boy Scout 
Troop 98 and has also 
served in many council 
positions throughout 
the years. In June, his 
outstanding service to 
the troop and to the 
Grand Towers District 
was recognized. Paul 
was awarded the Silver 
Beaver Award, which 
recognizes scouters of 

exceptional character who have provided 
distinguished service within a council.

Paul grew up in Parkview on the 6300 
block of Waterman and attended grade 
school at St. Roch, participating in scouting 
at St. Roch where he earned his Eagle Scout 
ranking.  While serving as Scoutmaster he also 
serves as Cub Scout/Boy Scout advancement 
workshops coordinator, as district camping 
chairman, on the district training staff, and 
as the advisor for the district camporees. He 
has earned the District Award of Merit, Ad 
Altari Dei religious award, and Order of the 
Arrow Vigil Honor. Congratulations to Paul 
and thank you for your continued service  
to St. Roch Troop 98 and the Grand  
Towers District.

Many neighbors 
are aware of a house 
on the 5800 block 
of DeGiverville that 
became known as “The 
Phoenix”. The home 
sat as a vacant burned 
out shell for many 
years until Eric Trudo, 
of the 5900 block 
of DeGiverville, decided to do something 
about it. Eric was one of the firemen who 
fought the original fire at the house but 
more importantly he has been the driving 
force behind bringing the home back to (or 
beyond) it’s original glory. The result is a 
beautifully restored and completely updated 
and renovated home that sold to new owners 
in June and has been a boost to that part of 
the neighborhood by replacing an eyesore 
with a magnificent home. Eric’s work was 
recognized on May 19th at the Majorette 
when he received a “Most Enhanced Award” 
from the Landmarks Association of St. Louis. 
The partnership for the project included 
the Skinker DeBaliviere Community Housing 
Corporation as financier and developer and 
Design Alliance as architect. Congratulations 
Eric on your recognition and on a job well 
done! We look forward to seeing another 
project from you.

Not to be outdone 
by dad, Justin Trudo 
earned an award 
of his own hard 
work and creative 
efforts. The talented 
student received the 
presidents purchase 
award for the best 
art exhibit for 2016 
at Southwest Illinois 
College. Congratulations Justin! Talent runs 
in the family.

Creativity seems to flow in many families 
in our neighborhood. Monica Hammond, the 
daughter of Linda Nodiff and step daughter 
of Marvin Nodiff lives in the Park Slope 
Neighborhood in Brooklyn, New York and is 
an artist and comedian. Hammond started 
creating coloring books for grown ups at the 
end of 2015. Many of the books are based 
on different themes including pop culture, 
dog selfies, and presidential candidates. The 
coloring books have even played part in 
grown up “coloring nights”. Congrats to 
Monica on her success! 

Welcome to the world Fritzy! 
Catching up on some news 
from last fall is the wonderful 
news that Fritz Faerber and 
Britt Lopez along with big 
brother Alex welcomed baby 
brother Fritz aka “Fritzy” on 
October 24, 2015. The Faerber/Lopez family 
lives on the 6100 of Washington.

Unfortunately we also have some very sad 
news we have to share this issue. Tom and 
Sharon McPherron announced the death on 
May 31st of  their daughter Shane (Molly) 
McPherron. Molly was born in 1970 and 
spent her childhood with her family on the 
6100 block of Kingsbury. Shane attended 
Grace Preschool, Forsyth, Visitation and 
St. Roch. She graduated from Rosati-Kain 
High School in 1988 and attended Canisius 
College in Buffalo, New York, on a basketball 
scholarship. We send our deepest sympathies 
to the entire McPherron family.

After serving for seven 
years as State Senator of 
the 4th District of Missouri 
serving St. Louis City and 
St. Louis County, Joe 
Keaveny has stepped down 
from the position and has 
been named a Workers’ 
Compensation Administrative Law Judge in 
St. Louis. Keaveny, a Parkview resident, was 
appointed to the position by Governor Jay 
Nixon. Congratulations Joe!

Shocking news this 
summer came about our 
neighbor Seth Carlin also 
of the 6100 block of 
Kingsbury. While in France 
with his wife Maryse 
Carlin, Carlin passed away 
following a swimming 
accident. A native of East 
Orange, N.J., Carlin began 
playing piano at age 6 and made his public 
debut three years later on New York public 
radio station WNYC. Carlin’s education in 
the arts continued throughout his life and at 
Harvard where he majored in music (after 
first starting out in physics) and graduated in 
1969. It is there that he met his wife, fellow 
pianist, Maryse. He earned his masters at 
the Julliard school and taught at several 
schools before joining Washington University 
as the director of the piano program in 1979. 
Carlin’s musical resume is an impressive 
who’s who of conductors he performed as 
a soloist for and also his performances with 
the St. Louis Symphony and Washington 
University. Our deepest condolences go out 
to his wife, and his daughter Tova and son 
Daniel for their loss.

Linda and Emily Cross will exhibit  
their artwork at Andy's studio on Friday, 
September 30 from 6-9pm. The studio, 
at the northeast corner of Kingsbury and  
Des Peres, will reveal Linda's photographs 
and Emily's paper cutouts.

N e w s  o f  N e i g h b o r s
By Rachel Boxdorfer

A New Principal  
for St Roch
By Lana Stein

A warm and friendly 
Dr. Mark Gilligan is 
now the principal at St. 
Roch.  Dr. Gilligan is a 
native of St. Louis and 
his degrees come from 
St. Louis University 
with an extra master’s 
from Webster.  He had 
been a principal at a Catholic school in 
Ste. Genevieve but wanted to return to 
the city because of his mother’s failing 
health.  He and his wife now reside with 
his mother in St. Louis Hills.  They have 
4 grown children, several of whom are 
pursuing careers in education.  Gilligan’s 
father was born and raised in Ireland. 
They have 3 dogs.  After a stint in a 
family-related business, Dr. Gilligan has 
spent 24 years in Catholic education.

He was interested in the St. Roch 
position because the school is noted for 
its academic excellence and its diversity.  
He wants to get to know the culture 
by learning and observing.  They have 
hired a fulltime learning consultant who 
will work with individuals to help their 
achievement.  Dr. Gilligan is impressed 
with what he has found at St. Roch.  The 
faculty is very dedicated and parental 
involvement is outstanding.  The pre-
school has been expanded and he feels 
things are headed in a good direction.  
The school has always had a rigorous 
curriculum.  The learning consultant 
will develop instructional techniques 
for individuals.  The use of technology 
in the upper grades will be examined.  
Finally, professional development will 
be addressed.  The National Catholic 
Educators Association’s annual 
conference will be in St. Louis this year 
and will provide ample opportunities.  
The faculty is eager to be engaged in 
professional development.

Also at St. Roch, all are invited to 
the 2016 St. Roch Golf Classic and 
Dinner on Sunday, September 
18, beginning at noon. The funds  
raised help with equipment replacement, 
school athletics and fund enrichment 
programs for learning at St. Roch.   
For more information, contact  
Dr. Gilligan at 721-6340 or Lenny Knese 
at lknese@live.com.

We wish Dr. Gilligan well and hope to 
see him in the neighborhood.

Dr. Mark Gilligan

Do you have news to share? 
Please send your submissions via email 
with the subject line News of Neighbors to 
rachelb@sdtimes.org or drop off a note to 
the attention of Rachel Boxdorfer at the 
Skinker DeBaliviere office. Be sure to mark 
it “News of Neighbors”. We love to hear 
about neighbors accomplishments, awards, 
travels, weddings, anniversaries, births,  
and more!
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2016 Breakfast Garden Tour
By Andy Cross

Each year on the tour we explore a different part of Skinker-
Debaliviere. This year the tour took us to the 6000 and 6100 
blocks of Kingsbury, acknowledging the 50th anniversary of 
our neighborhood community council at our neighborhood hub, 
Greg Freeman Park, and continued through yards of people who 
have been very active in our community in many ways. Here are 
excerpts from the tour book.

Bill and Mary Christman:
Artists and 

gardeners see 
beauty in things 
and places 
which others 
might miss.  The 
arrangement of 
plants and objects 
can make all the 
difference in how 
a collection is 
appreciated.  Bill 
doesn't buy stuff;  
"Get ëem for free 
- check the alley.  
There are a lot 
of things that get 
thrown away and 
that's the good 
stuff!  When people go to the home supply store, they all buy the 
same materials, and their yards all have the same look to them. 
Half the fun is scavenging." Mary does the planting - a lot from 
friend's yards.  There are many different areas to grow in and she 
is always looking for plants she doesn't have yet. There are several 
memorials to people, pets, and ideas from days gone by. This  
is more than nostalgia; it is a living artwork which Bill and  
Mary curate.

Matt and Rachel 
Boxdorfer:

This yard is a 
Skinker DeBaliviere 
history lesson. The 
patio was set by 
Rachel's parents, 
Rick and Joan 
Bender, when the 
family moved into 
Skinker DeBaliviere 
in 1970. The 
Bender's were very 
active in Skinker 
DeBaliviere and 
helped to save this 
neighborhood from 
urban decay.  The 

plantings here, including Maddy's strawberry patch, lettuce, 
zucchini, cucumbers, and herbs, somehow survive the boundless 
energy of two active dogs which romp through the yard.  The fence 
and walls are adorned with keepsakes, gifts from friends, pots from 
neighbor's yards, and sand castings by Rick including portraits of 
old neighbors.  Maddy's tree house, used by big kids too, was built 
by neighbor Dan Hudspeth and is constructed entirely of found 
and reclaimed materials. 

Matt and Rachel, along with Shauna Cunningham and Beth 
Bender (whose garden we visited earlier on the tour), continue 
with their family tradition by dedicating countless hours to our 
neighborhood and we are grateful for all of their help.

Mary Christman

STL ArtWorks Ribbon Cutting and 
Fundraiser

More than 150 
community-minded 
supporters came 
together with 
Honorary Chairman 
Joe Edwards to 
cut the ribbon and 
celebrate St. Louis 
ArtWorks’ move to 
5959 Delmar at the ART-B-Q on Friday, April 29, 2016. Combined 
with the Annual Spring Art Sale on Saturday, April 30th, the 
weekend events raised more than $13,000 to support ArtWorks' 
year-round arts apprenticeship programs for teens ages 14-18!

Guests of the ART-B-Q were treated to original works of art 
created by ArtWorks apprentices during the spring program, 
including paintings, garden art and furniture, and hand-painted 
rain barrels to beautify St. Louis gardens. In addition to the art, the 
night included the official ribbon cutting at 5959 Delmar. At the 
end of each program session, apprentices participate in a public 
sale of their work, to put in action the skills they have learned in 
professional communication and artistic expression. 

One of the highlights of the ART-B-Q and the Spring Art Sale 
was the premiere of "The Delmar Connection," a 15-minute 
documentary produced by spring apprentices at ArtWorks. Many 
St. Louisans are familiar with the term "the Delmar divide", but this 
project sought out the experiences and neighborhood development 
that is once again connecting Delmar and its surrounding 
communities. WATCH The Delmar Connection here. Watch the 
Delmar Connection at www.stlartworks.org.

Rachel, Maddie and Matt Boxdorfer

St. Louis ArtWorks’

Weaver Denise Mandel to Exhibit 
by Lana Stein

Resident artist Bill Christman holds 
periodic showings at 6010 Kingsbury. 
On October 7, a new exhibit will open 
featuring the work of weaver Denise 
Mandel.  She has been a weaver for over 
37 years, creating rugs and tapestries.  
She uses West-faced weaving.  Her 
work has been in galleries, art fairs, 
and craft shows.  In the last decade, she 
has also done home shows.  Four years 
ago, her work was shown in Elsah, 
Illinois.

Her work can range from fine 
tapestries to contemporary Southwest 
images.  She had lived for awhile in 
New Mexico.

Her show at the Christman gallery will contain clothing, scarves 
and pillows.  There will be 16 larger hangings.  She had carried 
out several pieces for the St. Louis Cathedral and these will be 
on display. She also wove a display for Pope John Paul II’s 1999  
St. Louis visit and a facsimile will also be displayed.

Ms. Mandel has taught weaving at Craft Alliance for 27 years.  
She will have some of her students’ work available on line at 
this showing. There will also be 2-3 looms with work in progress 
available to be viewed.

Mandel is preparing two special tapestries for auction with 
proceeds designed to help organizations that work with animals.  
One will have cats, dogs and horses depicted and part of the 
proceeds will go to the Humane Society. The second is a homage 
to a recently deceased cat named Boots. Part of the proceeds from 
this sale will go to a local animal shelter.

Mandel grew up in Spanish Lake and lives in the family home.  
There is a loom in every room.  She studied at the Kansas City Art 
Institute and then went to Santa Fe to study with the renowned 
Alice Parrott. The style of the Navaho became part of her.

This exhibit will close on October 29.

Denise Mandel 
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Troop 98 Continues Camping Adventures
by Christian Boxdorfer

Since 1921, 
Boy Scout Troop 
98 has been at 
St. Roch Parish 
giving boys 
opportuni t ies 
to go camping, 
hiking, and 
explore the 
outdoors. This 
summer, from 
July 17 to July 23, Troop 98 spent the week at Camp Famous 
Eagle, at S bar F Scout Ranch. A total of nine scouts attended camp, 
three of whom did the Ranger Program. The Ranger Program is 
a high adventure style camp for older scouts who choose not to 
attend regular camp. Scouts in the program backpack through the 
wilderness of the scout ranch, setting up a new campsite every day. 
This weeklong backpacking adventure helps older campers develop 
wilderness survival skills and prepare for future high adventure 
trips. The six scouts who attended camp at Famous Eagle earned 
merit badges throughout the week, while participating in activities 
such as swimming, kayaking, rifle shooting, archery, and more. 
Two scouts attending camp from Troop 98 were inducted into the 
Order of the Arrow, which is basically the National Honor Society 
of the Boy Scouts. The troop, who camps locally almost every 
month, is looking into possibly camping outside the St. Louis Area 
Council next summer, as well as planning a high adventure trip for 
the summer of 2018. If you are interested in learning more about 
Boy Scout Troop 98 please contact Scoutmaster Paul Winter at 
paul@krispaulw.com.

Kids Corner
By Susanne Knese

Family Fun adventures close to home: 
 - Great Forest Park Balloon Race and Glow – This annual hot-air 
balloon event is September 16 – 17th! The Glow is Friday evening 
with fireworks at 9:15pm followed by the Race on Saturday taking off 
from Central Field around 4:30 (depending on the wind and Hare). 

-  Escape the Room – So much fun for 8 – 12 people. You are locked 
in a room for an hour with your “team” to locate clues and solve 
problems so you can unlock the door as winners . . . if you are lucky. 
So much fun for everyone! Located at 1201 Washington Ave 

- Craft Alliance Center – Did you know there are classes offered for 
kids at Craft Alliance? You get to play and create with clay, try your 
hand with photography or learn about 3D modeling and more.  All 
this you can walk to! www.craftalliance.org

- TOYS of the 50s, 60s and 70s – showcased at the Missouri 
History Museum, come see Gumby. Barbie. Slinky. Mr. Potato Head. 
Wham-O. Spirograph. Hot Wheels. The names of popular toys from 
the 1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s capture the craziness, the joy, the sheer 
fun of being a kid. But beneath those nutty names are rich veins of 
nostalgia, memory and history. The stories of the kids who played 
with these toys, the adults who bought them, the child-rearing 
experts who judged them and the people who invented them, reflect 
the rhythms of American life. Experience the toys and their stories 
through three imagined living rooms that bring the decades back to 
life. Opening Saturday, October 29th.

Halloween is coming . . . . and since the next Times does not come 
out until November here are some little tidbits for you. Completely 
biased top 5 trick-or-treating and fun destinations, plus a great 
chance to wear your costume more than once: 

1.  Halloween party and costume contest on October 31st at St. 
Roch’s school gym from 6-7 p.m.

2.  Your own Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood on October 31st 
after the party, from 7 – 8pm!

3.  Central West End’s Halloween Kids’ Parade

4. Boo at the Zoo (St. Louis Zoo)

5. Ghouls in the Garden (Missouri Botanical Garden)

6. Halloween at Grant’s Farm

Please be careful out there and have FUN!

If you have other kid friendly events you would like included 
in this section, please email kidscorner@sdtimes.org

Question for November Kids Corner: Have a photo of yourself 
and your treasures from Rags to Riches? We want to see them!  
Also please submit pictures and/or write all things you are grateful  
for to be included in the November edition. Send them to  
kidscorner@sdtimes.org by October 10th.

by Michael Whisenhunt

The Skinker DeBaliviere 
Little Free Library at the 
corner of Kingsbury and 
Des Peres is 6 months old 
and the response from the 
neighborhood has been great.  
I’ve talked with neighbors 
who have picked up books 
and I really enjoy hearing 
how much they use it! 

I have tried to keep a good 
selection of books stocked 
and I also see new books 
being shared all the time.  I 
wanted to start the Little Free 
Library in our neighborhood, 
because I love to read myself, 
and want to promote reading 
and the sharing of books with 
our neighbors. 

Since most folks aren’t familiar 
with the idea of a Little Free 
Library, I thought I would pass 
on some answers to questions 
that I get from time to time.

“What is this little box 
about?”

The Little Free Library is a 
book sharing box that allows 
anyone to share books with 
everyone! If you have a book 
that you are done with, just 
leave it in the box for someone 
else to enjoy!

“Do I have to bring the 
books back?  Can I keep 
it?”

YES! The idea is different 
from a traditional library.  In this 
library, if you find a book that 
you just love, you can keep it as 
long as you like.  Books need a 
good home!

“What if I have books I 
want to give away?”

The Little Free Library is a 
great way to share those books 
you are done with.  If you have 

a couple of books, just put 
them on the shelves, books for 
older readers on the upper two 
shelves, books for younger folks 
on the bottom shelf.

“What if I have a BOX of 
books to share?”

The Little Free Library has 
a limited space for sharing.  I 
suggest that you put a couple 
of your favorites on the shelves 
and then donate the others to 
one of the used book stores in 
town. 

Keep sharing those books!

Little Free Library is 6 Months Old!

Want to learn  
about our  

community's  
history? sdtimes.org

Check out our  
website at
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New House on Pershing
By Lana Stein

New single family 
houses in the 
neighborhood, aside 
from development 
on 57xx McPherson, 
are a rarity.  One 
was built on 61xx 
Pershing several 
years ago. Now a 
new home is present 
and for sale on 
5766 Pershing. Few 
probably traverse 
this block, but it 
would be worth 
it to see this new 
home. Because of 
the site, the home 
is long and rather 
narrow. However, a 
tour inside showed 
me that it doesn’t 
feel confining. The 
large windows add 
light and a spacious 
feeling. There are 3 
bedrooms and 3 full 
baths (and 1/2 bath) 
and 2119 square feet. A third floor room could be an office or a 
TV room and allows exterior access to a patio. The house’s sight 
lines conform with the existing structures on either side. It has  
automated keyless entry and remote home controls. The kitchen 
is gourmet.  

The house was designed by architect and creative designer 
(and St. Roch family!) Kevin Logan. Logan earned a Bachelor 
of Architecture degree from the University of Kansas. He spent 
his first 10 years at Kennedy Associates, Inc. and TeamFour 
Architects designing several housing, commercial, retail, daycare, 
and educational facilities.  Kevin works on renovation and new 
construction projects with X3 Developers and company principal 
Bernard Whittington. 

Drive or walk by and check this property out. It fits in this historic 
district and offers all modern amenities, including a top floor bonus 
room and off/bedroom that leads out to a private deck with the 
best view (the neighborhood plus Forest Park!) on the block  To see 
more, google 5766 Pershing, listed by Coldwell Banker.

Neighborhood 
Novelist Creates 
Kerfuffle

Neighbor and attorney-
novelist Marvin Nodiff 
(61XX Westminster) rips 
the curtain away in his new 
novel, The Condo Kerfuffle, 
to peek at community living 
as it confronts mounting 
threats from guns, drones, 
cyber-crime and more.

Nodiff concocts an 
entertaining kerfuffle, 
mixing wit and real-life 
experience to take the 
reader on a quirky ride 
through the perplexing 
disputes, bizarre twists, 
and colorful characters 
that mark the landscape 
of condos and homeowner 
associations.

In his law practice, 
Nodiff has represented 
community associations in 
Missouri for more than 30 years and is recognized nationally with 
the 2015

Distinguished Service Award by the Community Associations 
Institute.

One in every five Americans lives in a community association, 
our most intimate experiment in self-governance. Kerfuffle is a 
"must-read for anyone involved in condos and HOAs," says The 
New England Condominium.

Kerfuffle is Nodiff's fourth novel tying the law and issues in these 
communities, following Special Assessment, No Spitting on the 
Floor, and The Dark Condos.

While Nodiff uses themes that resonate with associations and 
homeowners across the country, his writing stays close to home. 
All his works are set in St. Louis and depict venues and landmarks 
familiar to our residents.

Copies of the paperback Kerfuffle ($14.95 plus tax) are 
available at Left Bank Books, 399 N. Euclid, St. Louis, or online at  
WWW.LEFT-BANK.COM.

Amazon offers an ebook version for Kindle readers.

Katie Kurtz
Broker-Salesperson 
Life Member Million Dollar Club

314 725-5100 Office
314 721-5006 Fax
314 721-1777 x 454 VM

29 The Boulevard 
St. Louis, MO 63117

Voice Mail 721-5600 x115
karleenhoerr@aol.com
Fax 721-3678

KARLEEN HOERR
life MeMber Million Dolar club 

MeMber Multi-Million Dollar club

DANIEL B. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
350 N. Skinker Boulevard  
St. Louis, MO 63130
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The Trolley Route
By Derek Knight

In the last edition of the 
Times, I wrote about the 
new Betty Kerr People’s 
Health Center building at 
the junction of DeBaliviere 
and Delmar, Anyone who 
travels that way will have 
seen that this building 
is now well on the way 
to completion. Further 
west along Delmar, the 
month of May also saw a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
on the site of the old Yellow 
Cab Company building at 
6105 Delmar.

This long vacant site is to be the location of a 13-story, 200-
unit apartment building. The day of the groundbreaking suggested 
a 30% chance of rain, but we beat the odds, and the ceremony 
went ahead without a hitch. What was interesting was that within 
minutes of the official photographs being taken, the crew were 
hard at work moving their equipment into place. The developer is 
talking about a grand opening in August 2017, and judging by the 
work being completed so far, it looks like this aggressive timetable 
could be on track.

Just alongside this new development, the property that was 
the Big Shark Bike Company is also being redeveloped, and 
this will soon open as a new music venue, the Delmar Hall. The 
location is envisioned as being mid-way between the 350 capacity 

Duck Room at Blueberry 
Hill, and the larger 2000+ 
capacity Pageant. The 
renovated building will 
have two tiers on the floor, 
but no balcony, a stage 
and box office, together 
with hospitality and patio 
areas.

The Loop Trolley construction gets the most attention in our 
area, mainly because of the many road disruptions that we see 
along Delmar, Debaliviere, and most recently Forest Park Parkway. 
But that is not the only work being carried out along the Boulevard, 
and it looks like 2017 will be an exciting time for the area.

By Jo Ann Vatcha

The Parkmoor Restaurant 
was located at 324 
DeBaliviere (east side, 
roughly between Waterman 
and Pershing) from 1936 to 
1969, the fourth Parkmoor 
restaurant in St. Louis The 
owner, Texan William Louis 
McGinley, had invented and 
patented the “service tray” 
that car hops attached to 
car windows for the drive-in 
experience.  His daughter 
Lou Ellen wrote a history of the chain in 2004, noting that it was 
built in a former nightclub called the Car Lane with a party room 
upstairs that could be rented for $ 10. “Many customers stopped 
in while going to or from the zoo, playing golf, tennis, enjoying the 
outdoor Muny Opera, and the Winter Garden Ice Rink.”  

An intriguing website called Restauranting through history.com 
featured the chain in 2012, with memories from employees and 
customers.  Darrell DuBois recalled being a “car hop” and later a 
“soda jerk” who worked there in 1959.  A sign said  “Look for the 
Boys in Orange Jackets”.    Ann Lemmons Pollack remembered 
in St. Louis Magazine “the onion rings, perhaps some of the most 
remarkable ever to grace a St. Louis eatery. Huge and lightly 
cloaked in a preternaturally fluffy batter, they floated off the 
plate and into the mouths of those wise enough to devour them 
while they were shimmering-hot.”  And Jerry Berger wrote of “ 
the Pedigree Sandwich at the Parkmoor, consisting of a hot dog, 
cheese and bacon.” DuBois remembered the Hot Fudge Cake.  
Brad Weir remembers their burgers;  the Vatchas remember eating 
breakfast there on Sunday mornings and picking up the Sunday 
papers, which in the mid 60’s did not deliver to our Nina Place 
address.  Many, including Dennis Kiernan, remember “a picture 
on the wall ...a big cartoon done by the Globe-Democrat artist Vic 
Vac, showing huge numbers of people all hurrying from all over 
town to get to the Parkmoor. I wanted to be a 
cartoonist, too, and used to admire that picture 
very much.”  Vic Vaccarezza is now in the SL 
Media Hall of Fame, but that cartoon drawing 
has apparently been lost to history.  “I started in 
1945 at Debaliviere and worked all but south side. 
It was the best time of my life. I last worked at 
north side and I met such wonderful people, both 
customers and employees. And I just loved it,” 
wrote Violet Lloyd Stegall. 

The 50’s were a time in St. Louis of many 
restaurant sit-ins, and Parkmoor was one of the 
“family-type restaurants” that former congressman, 
then Alderman William Clay remembered in

his work with CORE 
and the NAACP, leading 
to the landmark 1961 
Public Accomodations 
ordinance passed 
by the SL Board of 
Aldermen, which 
effectively eliminated 
the widespread (if often 
unstated) policies of “whites-only”. A well-documented history of 
that era recalls the brave actions of the members of the Congress 
for Racial Equality (CORE), who scheduled sit-ins in restaurants 
and department stores in St. Louis to slowly and non-violently 
bring about change (Victory Without Violence, by Mary Kimbrough 
and Margaret W. Dagen).  

Most St. Louisans remember the Clayton/Big Bend location as 
the last of the Parkmoors. But, as former owner McGinley says, 
The DeBaliviere “Parkmoor Number 4 was life of the party for over 
30 years before closing in 1969.”

As we anticipate the opening of the “Loop Trolley” and the 
Great Rivers Greenway extension to Forest Park, we have been 
looking back at the history of DeBaliviere, that memorable 
short street from the MO History Museum north in Forest 
Park north to Delmar.  Home over the past century to literally 

hundreds of businesses, DeBaliviere was also an 
entertainment area in the post WW2 era, usually 
referred to as the “DeBaliviere Strip”.  Find our 
ongoing series on DeBaliviere on our SDTIMES.
ORG website, with articles about the Stardust Club, 
home of “Evelyn West and her $ 50,000 Treasure 
Chest”, the Apollo Art Theatre, KO Koverly  
and his Mural Club, the World’s Fair Jai Alai 
fronton, later home to the Wintergarden Ice Rink, 
Garavell’s glorious restaurant, and more. It is 
especially interesting to learn from some of our 
neighbors who have memories to share. Go to 
http://www.sdtimes.org or send a message to 
jvatcha@gmail.com.

The Parkmoor  
on DeBaliviere
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You know, one of the 
advantages of being, er, older 
– if not old yet - is that you’ve 
seen a lot in your lifetime 
and it’s hard to think that 
something is as good or as 
bad as common opinion would 
suggest. A Ted Drewes frozen 
custard, for example, is quite 
good, but it’s not as good as 
local lore would have it. Sorry, 
Ted. Likewise, a friend who lives 
in Cincinnati tells me that the 
question everyone there asks 
is “Where did you go to high 
school?” So maybe we’re not 
as provincial as we think. And 
sure, the Gateway Arch is quite 
impressive but it feels a bit 
less grand after you’ve seen the  
Eifel Tower.

On the other hand, being, er, 
older – if not old yet - does allow 
one to recognize something that 
is terribly bad, a true stinker. Yes, 
I’m referring to the presidency 
of George W. Bush, #43 if 
you’re keeping score. As bad 
as we may have thought Bush 
was at the time (and, believe 
me, I thought he was really 
bad), hindsight tells us that he 
was even worse. In fact, if you 
ranked the presidents, he would 
wind up at #43 since Tricky 
Dicky Nixon has a permanent 
hold on rock bottom.

But don’t take my word for it. 
A recent book, Bush, by Jean 
Edward Smith, says, “The fact 
is, the threat of terrorism that 
confronts the United States is in 
many respects a direct result of 
Bush’s decision to invade Iraq 
in 2003.” Thank you, W. (The 
Smith quote is from a Maureen 
Dowd NYT column. While I 
like to read, wading through 
this book would be as painful 
as going through adolescence 
again. Once was enough  
for both.)

This caused me to wonder if it 
would be possible for someone 
to be a worse president than 
Bush. Being that bad doesn’t 
come easily; it requires focus, 
effort, and Dick Cheney as V-P. 
It’s a high bar, I agree, but out 
of the millions of people in the 
U.S. who are older than 35, 
surely there are some plausible 
candidates. Thus in the interest 
of fair play for W, here are five 
people who I am sure would be 
even worse presidents than W 
was. From bad to worst, here 
goes, and drum roll please…

5. Pat Sajak. Sure, he is a 
great host on Wheel of Fortune, 
but he just asks for consonants 
and vowels. Deciding whether to 
invade and who gets appointed 
to the Supremes would be made 
by spinning the big wheel, so 
his presidency would have been 

even more illogical. Vanna 
might be a good V-P but who 
would know since she never 
says anything. 

4. Bozo the Clown. I’m not 
sure what Bozo is doing these 
days. Being a circus clown is 
pretty physically demanding 
so he may have returned to 
his law practice. He makes the 
list because I can’t imagine 
him cutting ribbons or being a  
good negotiator in his clown 
outfit. On the other hand, the 
press conferences might be 
pretty funny!

3. Sarah Palin. Granted, 
she can see Russia from her 
front porch, but so can Santa 
Claus. Her lack of foreign policy 
experience and history of poor 
judgment and foolish statements 
would be scary. And she didn’t 
even finish her last term as 
governor of Hawaii. (That was 
just to see if you were paying 
close attention, dear reader.  
We all know that she was mayor 
of LaDue.)

2. John Belushi. OK, to be 
fair, he’s long gone, but he 
was just named the #1 star of 
Saturday Night Live, so maybe 
he’s not truly gone. Regardless, 
despite the fact that he was a lot 
of fun he would not have been 
a good president. He couldn’t 
have looked presidential in his 
sweatshirt and there would have 
been toga parties at the White 
House. I’m tempted, though, 
not to list him because I’m sure 
that he would have chosen Dan 
Ackroyd to be his president 
of vice, and that would have  
been good. Having a ghostbuster 
in the White House sure  
couldn’t hurt.

1. Donald Trump. Since 
when does being born with 
a silver spoon in your mouth 
and hosting a reality television 
show lead to running the 
country? P. T. Barnum, who 
said, “Nobody ever lost a dollar 
by underestimating the taste 
of the American public,” must 
be smiling. At least Ronnie 
Reagan was president of the 
Screen Actors Guild and had 
actually worked, like in a real 
job. If Trump were to become 
president, jobs would be created 
because we would need more 
groundskeepers to repair the 
damage caused by all of the 
Founding Fathers who would 
turn over in their graves. But that 
could never happen, right???

OK, dear reader, who did I 
miss? Any other candidates for 
the worse-than-W list? Oh yeah, 
let me know if you want a VOTE 
FOR BOZO bumper sticker.

IN YOUR EAR
By Hawkeye Z. Hoerr, Commentary in the TIMES for more than 33 years. 


