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By Lana Stein

On Tuesday, October 17, a 
special neighborhood wide security 
meeting took place at the New 
Cote Brilliante Church.  SDCC 
co-chairs Mark Gorman and Ken 
Burton anchored the meeting.  
Aldermen Frank Williamson and 
Heather Navarro (D-26 and 28), 
Steve Ortbals, neighborhood 
police officer, Mark Alexander of 
the Washington University Police,  
and Julie Stone of METRO also 
made remarks..  Brandon Sterling, 
executive director of the SDCC 
helped to facilitate the discussion 
and had worked to set up and 
publicize the meeting.

Mark Gorman recapped the 
situation.  In two weeks, we 
experienced 7 armed robberies, 
several of which were accompanied 
by car jackings.  Three suspects 
had been apprehended while riding 
in one of the stolen vehicles.  These 
crimes occurred during a time of 
reduced manpower.  About 25% of 
the force had been deployed to the 
sites of protests.

The police department has 
responded to these crimes 
by putting more officers in our 
neighborhood.  Officer Ortbals said 
that newer cars are more difficult to 
steal because of their keyless entry.  
One has to have the entry device.  
Perpetrators will demand that at 
gunpoint.  Ortbals said this recent 
spike was not normal for this area.  
Our neighborhood is basically safe.  
Some of the crime has been caused 
by men from E.St. Louis who use 
METRO to get here and then take 
the vehicles they steal back across 
the river.  

The aldermen and security 
co-chairs spoke of things neighbors 
could do to create a safer and more 
responsive environment.   A key 
facet would be block organization.   
Gorman said every block or pair of 
blocks should have an e-mail list of 
residents who could be contacted 
quickly.  Marj Weir noted that 
former Ald. McGuire had done that 
for 6000 and 6100 Westminster 
and it is utilized often.  She said 
she would be willing to help block 
units set up lists..

In a number of areas, blocks 
units needed to be formed.  Ald. 
Navarro said that she would be 
doing that on her home blocks of 

Pershing and she would be glad to 
assist other blocks.  Participants 
agreed that neighbors should get 
to know one another and be able 
to communicate when necessary.

Other matters were brought up 
in Q and A.  One was the issue of 
cameras which can help to identify 
suspects.  Wash U has some and 
so do some private parties.  The 
security committee would like to 
establish where they all are.

Adequate lighting is important.  
LED lights are being installed 
which will aid visibility.  If trees 
interfere with lighting, residents 
should contact the Citizens Service 
Bureau to arrange for trimming.  
Residents should also turn on their 
own porchlights regularly.  

A resident from 5800 
DeGiverville mentioned shooting 
from cars on that block..  Stone 
of METRO said they are working 
to better coordinate security at 
stations and platforms.  A question 
about the “blue lights” was 
answered by WU’s Alexander:  the 
blue lights are call buttons which 
are equivalent to 911 phone calls 
and go directly to the police of 
whichever jurisdiction they are 
located.  On WU properties, the 
calls go to WU police, and if on 
a city street, to the city police.  
Anyone who needs help or wants 
to report an incident should feel 
free to use the blue light call 
buttons.  

This meeting was well-attended 
and positive.  People from 
throughout the neighborhood were 
present and included at least one 
victim and members of another's 
family.  Long-time neighbors, black 
and white and asian, younger 
families and students were all well 
represented.  

All those present as well as all 
neighbors are invited to attend 
the monthly security meetings. 
Other ideas to be discussed at the 
monthly security meetings include 
a possible new texting service, 
which would function somewhat 
like an amber alert, but just to 
our neighbors.  The meetings are 
normally held the first Tuesday 
of the month at 5:30pm in the 
Council office, 6008 Kingsbury.  
Because there is a special election 
this November, the meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, November 14.

Neighborhood Security 

HOMECOMING FOR ADULTS– 
by Mary Pat O'Gorman and Brandon Sterling

This year's theme 
is the World Is Our 
Neighborhood - 
honoring diversity in our 
community! Support 
your Community 
Council at its 9th 
Annual Homecoming 
fundraiser while sharing 
a fun evening with 
your neighbors. The 
party will take place 
at St. Louis ArtWorks 
and will feature live 
music by Delicious 
Fishes. Neighborhood 
restaurants have 
generously donated 
food representing the 
international flavor of 
our  neighborhood. 
This year we will also feature an auction of Mystery Boxes 
-- boxes filled with secret items put together by neighbors 
Andy Cross, Rachel Asen and Bill Cristman. What's inside? 
We have no idea -- it's a mystery!  We will auction a party 
for 30-40 people at Meshuggah Cafe (including beer, wine 
and music), a bike from Big Shark and much much more. 
•  Tickets are the same at last year's prices: $35
•  Cash Bar and Signature Drinks* – Ages 21+
•  CASUAL DRESS (costumes optional!)
•  Details for tickets and sponsorship opportunities:  

http://tinyurl.com/2017home
•  Presenting Sponsor: Clayco Corporation 
•  Beer generously supplied by Anheuser-Busch Brewery.

Residents of the 
region can now run, 
walk, ride a bike, use 
a wheelchair, push 
a stroller or connect 
to transit on the 
recently expanded 
St. Vincent Greenway 
that stretches 1.9 
miles between Forest 
Park and Wellston’s 
Trojan Park. The one-
half mile extension, 
completed earlier this 
year, parallels the 
soon-to be opened 
Loop Trolley on 
DeBaliviere between 
Delmar and Lindell.

Great Rivers Greenway and the City of St. Louis celebrated 
the opening of the expanded greenway during the Missouri 
History Museum’s free Twilight Tuesdays Concert on Tuesday, 
Oct. 3, from 6 to 8 p.m. Neighborhood residents and bike 
enthusiasts came out to check out the new extension. There 
was musical entertainment from Project X – A Tribute to 
New Edition. Great Rivers Greenway Chief Executive Officer 
Susan Trautman, 26th Ward Alderman Frank Williamson and 
St. Louis 28th Ward Alderwoman Heather Navarro cut the 
ribbon to open the Greenway officially..

“It’s fitting to celebrate the expanded St. Vincent Greenway 
where it connects to one of our region’s crown jewels—Forest 
Park,” said Great Rivers Greenway Chief Executive Officer 
Susan Trautman. 

Greenway On DeBaliviere Opens
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The 10th Annual Westminster Block Party took place on Saturday October 7.  A rainy 
day turned into a beautiful sunny afternoon of old and new neighbors enjoying bingo, great 
food from caterer Calle Flores, Authentic Mexican Street Food and music from the Nagle 
Experience.  Alderwoman Heather Navarro stopped by to congratulate the Westminster 
organizers shown here in their new T-shirts!
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A recent, significant blip in the 
crime picture has shattered our 
complacency.  Through the diligence 
of our safety co-chairs, aldermen, 
and 5th district personnel, the 
perpetrators have been apprehended.  
However, this should be a continuing 
wake up call for all of us.  A 71 
year old gentleman who was robbed 
on Westminster lamented what he 
perceives as a lack of neighborliness, 
a neighborliness that had been more 
prevalent in previous times.

Block units were a critical feature 
of Skinker DeBaliviere’s regeneration.  
Many were trained to do neighborhood 
watch.  Some also provided outlets for 
social activities.  Block units served as 
conduits of information and helped 
people learn who their neighbors 
were.

Today, several block units are alive 
and functional but many are not.  The 
structure remains worthwhile as an 
information tree at the least.  It would 
help if residents of a block had a list 
of the block’s residents, with e-mail 
addresses or phone numbers.  They 
could share information about crime 
or various residential tidings.  Several 
blocks have held street parties in 
recent years and these can certainly 
help to increase acquaintanceship.  
We do have block captains but too 
often they just deliver flyers and this 
paper.  We need to know our blocks 
better than we do.

I moved to my present abode over 
3 years ago.  I know my immediate 
neighbors and a couple other families.  
Not good.  When I lived on Pershing 
I got to know more neighbors but 
there were some I never knew at 
all.  Our SDCC director, Brandon 
Sterling, is eager to work with 
emerging block units.  Let’s recapture 
the neighborliness of a bye gone 
time, for security and for the feeling 
of belonging.  Increased camaraderie 
can only make us more stable and 
successful.

Guidelines for Submitting Copy
 The Times welcomes unsolicited articles and letters. Because of the small 
size and volunteer nature of the writing staff, the quality and range of the 
Times has always depended in large part on submissions from  
non-staff area residents. 
 The writer is responsible for the accuracy of the data, including times, 
dates, location, and particularly the spelling of names. The editor retains the 
right to omit or alter any material. Opinions expressed in Commentaries are 
the opinion of the author.

Deadline for next issue: January 15, 2018.  
Please send copy by e-mail to jvatcha@gmail.com or  
by disc to 6117 Westminster, St. Louis, MO 63112. 

Editor's Notebook
By Lana Stein

New home at 6007 Pershing by UIC Homes. Two more are planned to fill the lots 
toward Des Peres. The homes are designed to complement, rather than replicate, historic 
architecture of the neighborhood, for example, note the same window and door heights.  

28th Ward Democrats 2017: 
No regular meeting in November. Special Meeting soon  

to build the Executive Committee — contact Committeeman  
Art Perry at aperrycons@aol.com to become involved.

For up to date info on programs & other news  
of politics, go to the 28th Ward website:  

http://ward28.citywestend.org/index.html

Want to learn more about our  
community's history?

sdtimes.org
Check out our website at
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Our annual request envelope for donations is 
included with this issue, and we appreciate your 

generous support!  If you do not receive an 
envelope with this paper, you can send your check 

to the TIMES OF SKINKER DEBALIVIERE to  
6060 McPherson 63112.  Thank you!
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The weather has been so warm that it is hard to 
believe we are in the fall season and winter will be 
knocking at our door soon enough. Either way, it is 
time to catch up with some neighbors. And please, 
keep me (and the readers) in mind during the winter 
and send me a note (see below) with the latest news 
in your life!

Neighborhood resident Marvin Nodiff has just 
published another mystery novel, his fourth, called 
HOA Gobsmack!  The Homeowner Associations 
that Nodiff worked with during his long career as a 
lawyer are frequently the subject of his writing.  The 
new novel focuses on what happens when populism 
invades the community association and their lawyer 
is promptly fired.  The resulting “revolt” threatens 
his practice and reputation--but is it part of a 
national populist movement to “take back our 
community” or a sinister scam?

Readers may remember that last year we covered in 
this column the fact that Parkview resident, Rachel 
Ebeling, jumped out of an airplane. Yes, she jumped 
out of a perfectly good airplane. Well, Rachel, who 
is co-founder and Executive Director of The Angel 
Band Project did it again this year as part of the 
event “Chute to Heal”. The event takes place on 
August 22 every year and was organized by a 
woman named Natasha Repass. On the evening 
of August 22, 2008, Repass was walking home 
in North Conway, New Hampshire when she was 
sexually assaulted by a transient. Repass, who now 
lives in New York, decided in 2011 to commemorate 
the anniversary of her assault by doing something 
positive to help others. This is the second year that 
Rachel and other representatives from The Angel 
Band have participated and they have worked 
with and honored Repass for her contributions. 
The jump raises money and awareness for victims 
of sexual assault and violence. The Angel Band 

Project was founded after the murder of St. Louis 
native Teresa Butz who was attacked and killed 
in her home in Seattle in 2009. The program 
currently serves clients in St. Louis, Seattle and 
New York City and their office is in The Loop. You 
can learn more about The Angel Band Project at 
angelbandproject.org.

Another Parkview resident has branched out and 
celebrated the opening of his new law firm in 
August. Jonathan Barton and Todd C. Stanton 
formed their new law firm Stanton Barton LLC. 
Their focus is transportation and trucking, product 
liability and business litigation and consulting, 
offering a broad range of litigation services to 
clients throughout the country. Their offices are 
located in Clayton. You can learn more about Jon’s 
firm at www.stantonbarton.com. Congrats Jon!

We are sad to share the news of the passing 
of longtime Skinker DeBaliviere resident Joyce 
Barnard. Joyce had lived on the 5900 block of 
DeGiverville and was active in St. Roch church 
where her children attended school. Her life was 
celebrated at St. Roch on Monday, October 16th. 
Our condolences go out to Joyce’s family. 

Do you have news to share?
Please send your submissions via email with the subject 
line News of Neighbors to rachelb@sdtimes.org or 
drop off a note to the attention of Rachel Boxdorfer at  
the Skinker DeBaliviere office. Be sure to mark 
it “News of Neighbors”. We love to hear about 
neighbors accomplishments, awards, travels, 
weddings, anniversaries, births, and more!

N e w s  o f  N e i g h b o r s
By Rachel Boxdorfer

McPherson Community Garden 
Celebrates 20th Anniversary

Saturday, November 4, there will be a celebration of 
20 years of the McPherson Community Garden.  For two 
decades, neighbors have come together to grow vegetables 
in a beautiful, lush garden.  From 2-5 pm, stop by for hot 
cider and snacks, along with crafts.  All are welcome.  The 
garden is located at 5943 McPherson, just east of Des Peres.  
Congratulations to leader Andy Cross and all the gardeners!  
At 3 p.m., you can also learn techniques of composting with 
a special presentation to make the most of the falling leaves.
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Landscaping Secrets for  
Your Front-Yard

By Jodie DeVries, Quiet Village Maintenance Coordinator

The front yard is one of the first things people catch of glimpse 
of when they come over or pass by your home. Make sure your 
landscaping makes a good first impression with our expert tips 
that utilize all aspects of your front yard’s space. 

Repeat Plant Types
Using several placements of the same plant type will create 

a sense to balance and cohesiveness in your front yard. A good 
base-line to start with might be 5-10 types of perennials, 3 or 
more varietals of shrubs, and just a few types of trees. You can 
work around existing plants to balance your landscape’s overall 
appearance.

Curve The Walkway
By adding gentle curves to your walkway, you create softened 

lines that add interest to your outdoor space. Lining the walkway 
with plants is a great way to add color that welcomes guests into 
your home before they even step inside!

Size Beds Correctly
If space allows, plant beds should span about half the width 

of the house. This ratio gives a visual illusion that your garden 
wraps around the whole perimeter of your house, making it feel 
proportionate.

Don’t Overlook Empty Spaces
Consider planting in the empty spaces of your property – like 

the area between the sidewalk and street.

Use Veggies and Herbs
This can work especially well if you have full-sun in your front 

yard. Not only do herbs and vegetable plants add color, you and 
your family will be able to enjoy them at dinner time!

Looking for more landscape design ideas? Quiet Village 
Landscaping specializes in custom-designed landscape plans that are 
ideal for your unique needs – including eco-friendly, low-maintenance, 
and cost-effective solutions that every homeowner can appreciate. 
Feel free to contact us, and we would be happy to create your 
outdoor oasis!

By Sean McGroarty

In late July, I 
stood with my family 
on a windswept 
hill near Crow 
Agency, Montana. A 
granite monument, 
engraved with 263 
names, stands on 
the summit. Just 
below that, a fence 
encloses a number of stone markers. The markers have no bodies 
underneath them. The U.S. Army buried those bodies elsewhere, 
mostly underneath the monument at the crown of the hill. Rather 
than graves, white stones mark the places where the men of the 
U.S. 7th Cavalry fell. Red stones mark the places where Native 
Americans died. Almost all of the cavalrymen in that section of the 
battlefield died on the summit; a few stones mark where the Sioux 
and Cheyenne warriors hunted down the last of the soldiers as they 
tried to escape. Most of the markers identify only that a member 
of the 7th Cavalry fell on that spot on June 25, 1875. By the time 
the Army returned to the site, the bodies could not all be identified. 
Some list actual names, mostly those of officers, but one name 
stands out: G.A. Custer.

Less than three weeks later, my oldest son Charlie and I visited the 
9/11 Museum and Memorial in Manhattan. We walked a staircase 
adjacent to the Survivors’ Stairs, down which hundreds escaped death 
on that bright September morning sixteen years ago. We moved 
along a hallway covered with pictures of each of the 2,983 victims 
killed by the terrorists on 9/11/2001 and in the World Trade Center 
bombing eight years earlier. In all of the portraits that I remember, 
the person is smiling, doubtlessly unaware that the photograph 
would be used for such a grave purpose. I saw enormous beams of 
two-inch thick steel twisted like so much tinfoil from the impact of 
the highjacked planes. I saw images of Missing Person flyers, some 
handwritten, some typeset, and all heart-breaking.

On the island of Manhattan, I listened to voicemails left by people 
who knew they were going to die, trying to pass along one last 
message to a husband, or a wife, or a parent. Seventeen hundred 
miles away, a screen shows an interview of a grandson of a victorious 
Sioux warrior. The warrior once told his grandson that the saddest 
thing he saw that day was a cavalryman killing his own horse to use 
the body as a barrier: that cavalryman knew that he would not live 
to see the sunset.

These two places, 1,700 miles apart, are places of power, tragedy, 
and grief. Both mark the clash of civilizations. Little Bighorn, and 
the federal government’s response to it, shaped the American 
West so completely that it is useless to speculate what might have 
happened if Custer had acted with either more skill or with some 
compassion. 9/11 altered the substance of Western Civilization and 
likely continues to alter it in ways we probably cannot even imagine.

Both places demand that we remember as a nation. The 9/11 
Museum devotes an entire wall, maybe 150 feet or so, to a single 
piece of artwork. The piece features hundreds of water-colored 
panels, all different shades of blue, intended to represent how 
different individuals might remember the color of the sky that day. 
They surround a quote taken from Virgil’s Aeneid, “No day shall 
erase you from the memory of time.” The artist forged the letters of 
the quote from steel recovered from Ground Zero.

A widow of a man taken on 9/11 gives us the gift of her thoughts. 
As you hear her words, you see them projected on a wall. She 
remembers that as terrible as that day was, she had not wanted it to 
end, because that was the last day her husband had lived.

Another loved one shares her thoughts in the audio of an 11-minute 
film. The film features time-lapsed imagery of the seven-year raising 
of Freedom Tower. The woman states that the pain of her loss never 
goes away. She speculates that perhaps it never should. “Hold you 
sorrow gently,” she says.

After two insufficient hours, we left the museum and travelled back 
uptown to catch the show for which we had earlier bought tickets: 
Groundhog Day. As we rode the subway, I grimaced and silently 
chided myself for planning on a light-hearted comedy after such an 
emotionally grueling experience. It did not seem appropriate. But 
I eventually realized that in a completely unexpected way, it made 
sense. The main character of the show is condemned to repeat 
one day in his life again and again until he can learn to appreciate 
and live fully in the present. Until he does, he is always looking to 
tomorrow, yearning to be free of today.

We can only forge a better tomorrow with the tools and materials 
that we have today. We cannot value or understand what we have 
today unless we remember our past.

As we left the show, we walked by a hotel window. I did not know 
which one specifically, but I remember that it faced Times Square. In 
that hotel room 21 years ago, I asked my wife’s father for her hand 
in marriage. Since that time, both of her parents and my own mother 
have died, all of them far too young.

Hold your sorrow gently.

Little Bighorn, 9/11, and the Need for Sorrow
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KIDS CORNER

Our Neighbors Address Race
Many of us are asking 

what we can do to heal racial 
injustice in our city. It will take 
both systemic and individual 
transformation. One long-time 
Skinker DeBaliviere resident, 
Vincent Flewellen, is leading 
up Witnessing Whiteness at the 
College School, a discussion 
program to help white people 
rethink how we think and 
talk about race.  The Skinker 
DeBaliviere Community Council 
has also been sponsoring a 
multi-session series using this 
program.  Another local school, 
the New City School in the 
Central West End, has continued 
its own groundbreaking work in 
diversity training with programs 
for its students and parents.   A 
recent article in the St. Louis 
American highlighted the 
program and Vincent ’s work.  

From the St. Louis American
As children in pre-kindergarten 

take out their crayons to color, 
teachers at the College School 
make sure to point out a few 
specific shades, ranging from 
beige to brown. They want 
to make sure their youngest 
students understand that any of 
these can be the skin colors of 
figures in their drawings.

Kids have already noticed 
these differences, according to 
Vincent Flewellyn, the director 
of Equality and Inclusion at 
the College School. It is up to 
educators to make sure they can 
address them in the best way.

It’s part of the school’s 
approach to addressing race at 
every educational level, a goal 
the school also extends to its 
teachers and administrators. 
Many employees at the College 
School are participating in a 
program called Witnessing 
Whiteness, a discussion group 
designed to help white people 
rethink how they see and talk 
about race.

The program, facilitated by 
the YWCA, provides a forum for 
white people to educate other 
white people, and themselves, 
about race. It is based on the 
book “Witnessing Whiteness” by 
Shelly Tochluk. 

Most Witnessing Whiteness 
programs are held in community 
spaces, not in schools, but 
the College School is taking 
a direct approach to making 
sure its teachers eliminate the 
unconscious biases that often 
affect education. The group 
is voluntary and meets after 
school for a 10-week period, but 

despite this extra commitment, 
nearly half of the school’s staff 
has signed up.

Flewellen said he noticed after 
the Ferguson protests began in 
St. Louis that many people felt 
like there was nothing they could 
do and they were not equipped 
to have conversations about 
race. At the school, he helped 
introduce Witnessing Whiteness 
as a way to address that.

“I think they saw participating 
in this as the first step in 
understanding and unpacking 
some of their own biases about 
race,” Flewellen said.

“As a person of color, it gets 
exhausting at times trying to help 
folks who are well-intentioned.”

Jaclyn Stewart-Strothmann, 
the director of Institutional 
Advancement at the College 
School, said the program has 
helped her and other white 
faculty members become more 
aware of others’ perspective  
on race.

“Maybe a student of color 
might need something different 
from their white counterpart,” 
Stewart-Strothmann said. 
“We’ve started talking about 
what support structures we have 
within our community that help 
people get what they need to be 
successful.”

Stewart-Strothmann said the 
program helps faculty and staff 
learn the same lessons they are 
trying to teach their students: 
how to empathize with others and 
have productive conversations 
about important topics.

The majority of the College 
School is white, with 26 percent 
of students identified as racial 
minorities. However, Flewellen 
said this does not make it any 
less important for the school to 
work for anti-racism.

“Equity and inclusion are key 
components for us here, but 
we also don’t have students 
of color in large numbers 
here,” Flewellen said. “I want 
our faculty and staff to then 
understand what it must be like 
for those students of color to 
be a part of a population that is 
not so well-represented in most 
spaces for them.”

Flewellen said it is also 
important for white students to 
learn about race from an early 
age so they are able to think 
critically about inequality in the 
world around them.

“In order for us to dismantle 
racism, white folks have to 
change,” Flewellen said.

By Susanne Knese

Thanks to all of the game recommendations we 
received in response to September’s Kids Corner. With 
the colder months coming here are a few ways to “unplug”, gather 
around some snacks with friends and family and enjoy some tried 
and true favorites from you very own community. You may have 
some of these collecting dust in a closet or a good reason to update 
your game collection (Christmas gift ideas too). Without further ado 
here they are:

John Sison likes chess because it is fun to play and he can play 
with his dad. Maggie Sison’s favorite game is Zingo because she gets 
to pick the chips. Lizzie Sison likes to play Crazy Eights because her 
grandma and grandpa taught her how. (All three 1st graders)

Isabella Knese’s favorite card game is Kings Corners. Chloe 
Knese’s favorite board game is Aggravation. (4th graders)

Gretchen Boxdorfer says one of her favorite games to play is 
Scrabble! “It’s a big family game and we play every year on Bender 
Beach Week. We have super intense tournaments that get very 
competitive, and it’s always a fun time! It’s always interesting to see 
what made-up words people will throw down in times of desperation, 
sometimes they end up being real and we all learn a new word! 
Another one of my favorites is Uno. It seems super simple at first, 
but there’s actually a lot of hidden strategy to I. My college friends 
and I have spent hours playing this game, and it always ends with 
screaming and fits of laughter. (College student) 

My personal favorite games are Blokus, 10 Days in Europe, 
Doodle Dice, Yahtzee, Rack-O and Rummikub. (Big kid).  And a 
great place to purchase and even play games is at our very own 
Wizards Wagon shop in the Loop.

My first term at the Board 
of Aldermen started off like 
most others, I imagine. After 
being sworn in, I received my 
committee assignments, met 
with department heads and 
commissioners, and started 
making the rounds in the 
28th Ward. However, I did 
not anticipate that a verdict in 
a shooting from 2011 would 
shape so drastically my first few 
months in office. 

The verdict in the Jason 
Stockley case was announced 
in the morning shortly before 
my second board meeting was 
to begin. The meeting was 
concluded early and aldermen 
and staff were invited to pray 
together in the rotunda at 
City Hall. Shortly thereafter, 
standing on the sidewalk 
outside City Hall, I got my 
first taste of pepper spray; that 
night the streets of the 28th 
Ward became protest grounds. 

In addition to meeting with 
neighborhood groups and 
consulting with my colleagues 
at the Board, I have spent 
time marching with protesters 
because for too long, black 
citizens of our community have 
been denied justice. Our city 
bears the scars of racial and 
criminal injustice, both recently 
and historically, and our actions 
following the  Stockley verdict 
present an opportunity for us to 
state clearly and unequivocally 
that black lives matter.

I am grateful to serve at 
such an important time. Mayor 
Krewson’s appointment of 
Judge Jimmie Edwards as 
the new Director of Public 
Safety and her commitment 
to strengthening the Civilian 
Oversight Board give me hope 
for healing and transformation, 
as do the conversations and 
actions by many taking place 
throughout our city. We cannot 
shy away from difficult truths 
and uncomfortable emotions 
if we want to be a unified 
community.

As a new member of the 
Board of Aldermen, I pledge 
my support to those individuals 
and organizations who are both 
transforming systems which 
perpetuate racial injustice 
and creating opportunities for 
healing and reconciliation. 
Furthermore, I pledge to 
examine and dismantle my own 
racism and bias. I invite others 
in our city, especially those of 
us who are white, to heed the 
experience of our communities 
of color, to examine the effects 
of our privilege on our black 
brothers and sisters, and to 
practice solidarity. 

The 28th Ward is composed 
of some of the most diverse 
neighborhoods in the city. 
The work starts right here on 
our front porches and in our 
neighborhood associations, 
hearing each other’s stories, 
walking side by side, and 
advocating for change.

From Alderwoman Heather Navarro
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Change is inevitable. It can come gradually, like the chrysalis to 
a butterfly. Or it can be a sudden, jarring event, punctuated by the 
destruction of the status quo.  As rational beings, our reaction to 
the change equilibrium can affect how one approaches life. Some 
embrace it, some resist it, while others choose to retreat into their 
cocoon, and ignore it.

Deep down in my heart, I know I’m bald, but when I look in 
the mirror, I see the wings of a butterfly. On some days, my hair 
untamed, fluttering in the wind, I envy a scrunchy.  When a simple 
hand comb would suffice, I use my monogrammed brush to lovingly 
tend the garden. With the sensation of a phantom limb, I brush my 
hair back, to sweep it off my face.

Even though empirical evidence doesn’t support the idea, I still 
feel the need for a haircut now and then. Geographically, my hair 
is shaped like an isthmus; a narrow strip of hair connecting two 
larger patches, across an expanse of skull.

 For the past ten years, I’ve entrusted the care of this delicate 
ecosystem to my stylist Cheryl. No simple groundskeeper, she has 
the skill and dedication of a surgeon; painstakingly working around 
every nubbin and snippet to prolong the health of my hair style. It 
was a shock to the system when she retired this summer. Adrift, 
without a safety net, I was cast down to the depths of Haircut Hell. 
It felt like waking up in a Johnny Depp movie; the next available 
appointment with Sweeney Todd, the demon barber of Great Clips.

The outcome of a haircut has a direct bearing on one’s self worth. 
A good one quickens the step and sharpens the focus, while a bad 
one is cordoned off like a crime scene, yellow tape surrounding the 
tragedy. This summer I lived under the shame of a baseball cap, 
each trip to Great Clips a walk down the Green Mile. 

Hope and faith is the bridge over sudden change, and when 
God shuts a door, He opens a basement window. Cheryl heard 
my sobbing on social media and said she’d cut my hair in her 
basement. I took her up on the offer and now balance and glamour 
have returned to my life. 

Though my haircut was the most significant, there have been 
other changes in my life. My oldest daughter Claire has her first job 
out of college and moved to Los Angeles. She took her car in for 
maintenance; the first time all on her own. She wanted to know, 
“Do I tip the mechanic?”  Sometimes change comes with a learning 
curve.

 My middle daughter Mary ran her first marathon, and has her 
own furnished apartment. I told her if she had trained harder she 
could have done better. She said to me, “Dad I finished the race. 
You couldn’t finish watching it.” What can I say? Life isn’t easy on 
a bum knee.

 I feel sorry for Anne, our youngest. She’s smart, pretty, funny 
and snagged a homecoming date. But she’s the only child left in the 
house, alone under the withering gaze of both her parents. There 
is no shade or deflection. I told her she’s living in a Sting song. 
“Every breath you take, we’ll be watching you.” She looked at me 
and asked, “What’s a Sting?” 

It seems best to turn and face the strange changes, just try to 
float like a butterfly and sting like a bee.

Like any city, St. Louis loved 
to brag. Alice Clemens gave 
them reasons to brag around 
the start of the 20th Century. 
A cousin of Samuel Clemens, 
she married the German military 
officer Maximilian Von Versen in 
1871 and moved to Europe. Her 
position as a German baroness 
was a source of pride locally 
before World War I. Her husband 
had nothing to do with World 
War I. She died two years before 
the war started. St. Louisans 
were so proud of her that they 
named a street extending from 
Grand Avenue to the city line 
Von Versen Avenue. Yet in 
1918, the Board of Aldermen 
renamed it Enright Avenue, after 
Jack Enright, one of the first 
Americans killed during World 
War I.  

It was one of numerous attacks 
on patriotic German-American 
communities throughout the 
country and in St. Louis. So 
was the renaming of five other 
St. Louis streets with German 
“enemy” names, the forced end 
of German religious services 
and the lynching of a German 
alien. As someone who comes 
from a proud German heritage, 
I take it personally. Both of my 
German American grandfathers 
served willingly in World War 
I. I sometimes wonder what 
their patriotic German-American 
parents - my great grandparents 
- had to endure. I thought about 
it more after I finished my book, 
Beer, Brats, and Baseball: 
German-Americans in St. Louis 
several years back.

That’s why I’ve spent the 
last four years working with 
the German American Heritage 
Society of Saint Louis to make 
things right in a small way. We 
seek to honor the original names 
of the six streets whose German 
titles were changed.

Our goal is honorary street 
designations for the six streets in 
accordance with City Ordinance 
68937.  The ordinance states 
that the Board of Aldermen may 
approve a designation when 
"60 percent of the registered 
voters residing and/or owning 
a business on the block being 
renamed, indicate by petition that 
they desire the street to receive 
the designation of an honorary 
name." Once that’s done, an 
alderman could introduce a bill 
setting a designation. A marker 
might work, but an honorary 
street sign seems more fitting. 
By voting to put up a street sign 
with the original name, even 
an unofficial one, the Board of 
Aldermen would acknowledge 
that its predecessors 100 years 
ago were wrong. 

The current names would 
stay as they are, but another 
sign would give the honorary 
designation. The city has 
approved designations for three 
former German streets on the 
South Side. Now we’re focusing 
on the part of the former Von 
Versen Avenue in the Skinker-
DeBaliviere neighborhood.

It's between the Washington 
University North Campus  and 
the Pageant/Moonrise Hotel 
parking lot. The sign would be 
at the corner of Skinker and 
Enright.

Joe Edwards is not a registered 
voter in the city, and Washington 
University obviously isn't a 
registered voter. Technically, 
Alderwoman Heather Navarro 
don't have to get anybody's 
approval to introduce a bill. But, 
obviously, she would want to 
get buy-in from the surrounding 
community. We've discussed this 
with Joe Edwards and Cheryl 
Adelstein, the Assistant Vice 
Chancellor for Community 
Relations and Local Government 
Affairs at Washington University. 
Community groups also should 
have their say.

At the same time, there is 
in the Skinker-Debaliviere 
neighborhood a second street 
whose name was changed in 
World War I. Pershing Avenue 
was named Berlin Avenue before 
1918. We briefly sought an 
honorary designation of Berlin 
Avenue back in 2013 and 2014.

Then-Alderman Lyda Krewson 
was very helpful in this effort. 
But she deferred to the wishes 
of the neighborhood, as she 
should. We ended it after our 
request became a matter of 
controversy, so much that it 
wound up on the front page of 
the Post-Dispatch.  That was 
the last thing we wanted. So we 
withdrew.

We'd still like to have some 
kind of marker on Pershing, if 
everyone can come together on 
this. But that's down the road. 
First, though, we'd like to spread 
the story of the injustices done 
to a certain group of Americans 
a century ago. That way, people 
will want to have a public marker 
acknowledging this. 

The designations would note 
the former names of the streets 
and would draw attention to the 
anti-German hysteria of World 
War I. More recently, Japanese 
Americans in World War II and 
Muslim Americans after 9/11 
were victims of similar kinds 
of hysteria. Our hope is that 
the signs may encourage people 
to avoid such instances in the 
future. We hope everyone in 
the area will offer thoughts on 
this. Together, we can come 
up with a memorial that the 
neighborhood accepts and 
is a fitting remembrance of a 
century-old injustice.

Getting Even
By Daniel Rater

Von Versen Vs Enright
By Jim Merkel

Editor’s Note: Local history author 
Jim Merkel wrote for the Southside 
Journal for many years.  The TIMES 
is including  this explanation of Von 
Versen to give an opportunity for 
neighborhood residents to weigh in 
on this proposal.  Let us know what 
you think at our website, http://www.
sdtimes.org.  It was pure serendipity 
that our columnist Cecelia Nadal, who 
has written several columns on diversity 
topics, said she was interested in writing 
about the important Missouri and 
St. Louis German/African-American 
connections in the pre-Civil War era. 
So we have stories of two eras in our 
city’s history and a lot to think about!
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by Cecilia Nadal

Recently peaceful and diverse protestors disrupted the German 
festival Oktoberfest in St. Charles County to bring attention to 
issues of social justice and the acquittal of former police officer 
Jason Stokely for the murder of Anthony Lamar Smith. This 
was the eighth protest since the verdict in the St. Louis region 
with interesting parallels and ironies with the history of Germans  
in Missouri.

In 1848 a number of protests and rebellions emerged all over the 
European continent including Germany. Germans involved in the 
protests wanted liberty and equality from an autocratic society then 
under the control of Austria. The protestors were not successful 
and were forced to seek exile.  Many of these freedom fighters 
known as the “Forty-Eighters” came to America with well debated 
ideas of what democracy should look like in practice. They were 
disgusted by the existence of slavery in America and found it to be 
a complete contradiction.  The German “Forty-Eighters” continued 
their activism by becoming key leaders in the abolitionist movement 
across the nation and in Missouri. 

Prominent German activists, such as Henry Boenstein and Franz 
Sigel came to Missouri as a result of earlier immigration by such 
liberal Germans as Arnold Krekel, Friedrich Munch, Eduard Muhl 
and Carl Strehly. Educated and accustomed to presenting their case 
these men passionately argued against slavery mobilizing other 
German immigrants in Missouri and elsewhere. Their advocacy was 
important to counterbalancing those who supported slavery and 
their influence in the Republican party was significant. (Republican 
party was pro-abolition in those days)

Not all Germans in Missouri agreed fully with the 48’ers. Some 
Germans were caught in the middle especially the farmers who 
needed workers in rural Missouri. Though they did not agree with 
slavery they saw no way to work around the fact that they needed 
workers. As a result, many German farmers compromised their 
principles looking more to the practical side of the problem. There 
was also a sense of insecurity from some Germans about their own 
position as legal citizens if they were to take a public stand against 
slavery. Would this position put their own people at a disadvantage?

In spite of a lack of consensus, forty-eighters like Friedrich Munch 
wrote prolifically and fiercely against slavery in support of the Union. 
Munch not only challenged southern slaveholders but revealed the 
way that the North was both compromised and hypocritical in their 
position on slavery. While the North argued against slavery they did 
not necessarily want integration once slaves were freed nor did they 
stop the importation of slaves.  Munch points out that Lincoln and 
others wanted a separation between blacks and whites. Eventually in 
spite of his opposition Munch proposed sending African Americans 
to Florida as a compromise with his detractors.

Hermann, Missouri became ground zero for the abolition 
of slavery in Missouri and, as  

Dr. Sydney Norton points out, with this small town becoming the 
center of gravity for anti-slavery mobilization. She says of that 
the forty-eighters efforts in Hermann that this was “an unusual 
phenomenon since Missouri had entered into the Union as a 
slave state and there was little vocal opposition among the Anglo-
American population during these early years.”

In 1852 Arnold Krekel founded the St. Charles Demokrat, a 
liberal newspaper that brought Germans together with a sense of 
unity and became a prominent voice for antislavery. When the Civil 
War started, it was the leadership of Judge Krekel that mobilized 
Germans as “the St. Charles Home Guard” blocking confederate 
soldiers from a takeover of the region north of the Missouri River. 
Judge Krekel remained steadfast in his support of political and 
social equality for African Americans. In 1865 it was Krekel who 
presided on the Missouri Constitutional Convention signing into 
law the freeing of all slaves. Against much opposition he petitioned 
that the word “white” be removed from the constitution. When the 
56th U.S. Colored Infantry asserted that blacks had the right to full 
political citizenship Krekel supported their petition. It is noteworthy 
that despite Krekel’s best efforts African American men in Missouri 
did not receive the right to vote until 1870 and both black and white 
women were excluded from voting until 1920.

The contributions of German immigrants to St. Louis and the 
State of Missouri are enormous. We have schools, streets, churches 
and many businesses that contributed over time to the cultural 
and social fabric of our region.  If statues are removed to erase 
the horrible memories of the confederacy, then perhaps we might 
consider replacing them with statues that remind us of the moral 
courage of people like Judge Arnold Krekel who believed in equality 
and social justice that was color-blind and was not afraid to bring 
that message to his own community with passion and conviction.

No doubt there were people of German descent participating in 
the protests in St. Charles on Octoberfest and there were those 
wishing that the protests had never come to St. Charles—that’s 
America! Knowing about Judge Krekel and the German “Forty-
Eighters” enriches our understanding of how diverse leaders 
have fought for our democracy.  
It is important to acknowledge 
the history of contributions of 
different cultural groups to our 
community and the complexity 
that comes with wanting to be 
accepted in a new world.   

(Much of the content of this 
article comes from German 
Immigrant Abolitionists: Fighting 
for a Free Missouri by Dr. Sydney 
Norton--Deutscheim State 
Historic Site, Hermann, Missouri)
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DANIEL B. FEINBERG REAL ESTATE CO.
350 N. Skinker Boulevard  
St. Louis, MO 63130

Diversity Watch: German Liberals Were Key to Abolishing Slavery in Missouri
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Fake news. Yep, it’s the term 
of the day. But don’t be misled! 
Despite its seeming simplicity, 
the definition is actually quite 
arcane: fake news is news that is 
fake, intentionally spread by the 
villains in the media. See, it’s not 
nearly as simply as it seems. The 
complexity is because what’s 
fake – the degree of fakiness 
– is in the eye of the beholder. 
Your fake news is my truth and 
vice-versa. If there’s any doubt 
of this, try listening to Rush 
Limbaugh’s radio show. 

But we must rise above fake 
news. Or at least get around 
it. We cannot let ourselves be 
led astray or duped by the evil 
media. Thus, in the interests of 
educating the citizenry and of 
raising our fake news detector, 
Hawkeye offers a fake news 
primer. Take this test, ponder, 
learn, re-ponder, and you’ll be a 
savvy news consumer. No more 
fake news for you!

Directions: Five neighborhood 
scenarios follow, and your task 
is to identify which ones are 
fake news. Bear in mind that 
Hawkeye has sources deep 
within City Hall and is always 
ahead of the curve. Answers are 
at the end. (I was tempted to put 
the answers at the beginning but 
how much fun would that be?)

Scenario #1: A group of west 
county businessmen decide to 
build a 120-foot Ferris Wheel 
on the vacant lot at the SE 
corner Skinker and Delmar 
Avenues. Calling it a family 
attraction, the developers state 
that the Ferris wheel will not 
cause parking problems, lead to 
voyeurism, generate loud noises 
or unwanted light, or attract 
rowdy youth. Fake news or not? 
qYes  qNo

Scenario #2: The phase one 
expansion of the Loop Trolley 
in 2022 will tie it to the Delmar 
Metro stop and enable transfers 
to Metro Link. All Metro drivers 
will wear uniforms from the 
1920 era when trolleys were 
first used. The phase two trolley 
expansion will connect it to the 
Gateway Arch. Fake news or 
not?  qYes  qNo

Scenario #3: A successful 
fund-raising campaign enables 
Washington University to buy 
the Parkview neighborhood. 
University spokesperson Sarah 
Glib expressed appreciation to 
University City and St. Louis 
for passing the imminent 
domain legislation that allowed 
acquisition of 255 homes for 
much-needed faculty housing. 
“We promise to maintain 
the architectural heritage,” 
she said. Fake news or not?  
qYes  qNo

Scenario #4: The old Dobbs 
Tire space on Delmar, just west 
of Des Peres, becomes a St. 
Louis University satellite center. 
No longer willing to let WU 
be the only walk-to university 
for 63112 and 63130, SLU 
builds a nine-story structure, 
including a gym, spa, and roof-
top trampoline. The bottom 
three floor are designed for 
classrooms, and the remaining 
spaces are rental units. Fake 
news or not?  qYes  qNo

Scenario #5: In an effort to 
eliminate non-residents from 
parking in the neighborhood and 
to reduce crime and traffic, all 
Skinker exits will be permanently 
closed on June 30. The giant 
concrete planters that will be 
placed in the middle of the 
streets will allow pedestrian and 
bike access to Skinker, however. 
As of July 1, all vehicles will 
enter east/west streets from De 
Peres (which will be opened 
at Delmar). Fake news or not?  
qYes  qNo

OK, dear reader, what do 
you think? Could you detect the 
Fake News? The reality is that 
scenario #1 is true and the rest 
are fake news. Unless it’s the 
other way around.

IN YOUR EAR
By Hawkeye Z. Hoerr, Commentary in the TIMES for more than 33 years. 

6504 Delmar in The Loop
314-727-4444  BlueberryHill.com

Have you had our grilled cheese 
and soup or chili today? 
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